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Haley on Time's list of most influential people

Haley on Time’s list of
most influential people

JAMIE SELF
THE STATE

Gov. Nikki Haley’s inclu-
sion in Time’s 100 most influ-
ential people burnished her
reputation as a star in thena-
tional Republican firma-
ment.

Haley’s leadership dur-
ing last year’s turmoil cata-
pulted her into the national
spotlight and into Time’s
ranks, alongside U.S. presi-
dential candidates and
world leaders.

That’s Haley, the national
version.

The Lexington Republi-
can is a leader who “put a
face on South Carolina that
we were all extremely proud
of,” U.S. Sen. Lindsey Gra-
ham, R-Seneca, wrote in
Time.

“Whether dealing with
the hate-filled shootings of
the Charleston Nine at
Mother Emanuel AME
Church, the removal of the
Confederate battle flag fly-
ing over State House
grounds, the police shooting
of Walter Scott or a 1,000-
year flood ... Haley led with
determination, grace and
compassion.”

Haley, the state version,
inspires more ambivalence.

As governor, Haley has
forged partnerships with
Democrats and education
advocates to develop and
pass education reforms. But
she also has confronted law-
makers — including mem-
bers of her own party, which
controls the Legislature —
and other officials when
they dare to stray from her
agenda.

During a news confer-
ence Wednesday, for exam-
ple, Haley called out Rich-
land County Sheriff Leon

Lott, a Democrat, for not
signing her anti-domestic vi-
olence pledge. Lott doesn’t
“seem to think any rules ap-
ply to him,” Haley said.

Lott said he had planned
to sign the pledge, which he
did Thursday. A Haley aide

tweeted Thursday that her
office had received Lott’s
pledge.

Haley also has butted
heads with Republican lead-
ers in the state House and
Senate over roads spending
and ethics reform.

Earlier this year, Haley
drew a rebuke from House
Speaker Jay Lucas, R-Dar-
lington, and other legisla-
tors for telling a group of
real estate agents they
would need a “good shower”
after visiting the State
House.

Those “middle-school
comments” threatened to
“poison the well,” Lucas said
from the House floor.

After a Senate maneuver
stalled a proposal to require
lawmakers to disclose their
sources of income, Haley
ripped a Democratic state
senator. “There is no good
excuse,” she wrote on Face-
book.

“Bless her heart,” re-
sponded state Sen. Gerald
Malloy, D-Darlington, earli-
er this month. “It seems to
me that Gov. Hypocrite Ha-
ley has a bad case of short-
term memory loss. It was
not too long ago that the Eth-
ics Committee in the S.C.

House of Representatives
whitewashed hearings on
Rep. Nikki Haley for her
failure to disclose her own
income.”

Haley accused another
lawmaker of spreading a ru-
mor that one of her Cabinet
directors was an atheist. The
senator was on apanel inves-
tigating the Department of
Social Services, which re-
ports directly to the gover-
nor.

That lawmaker, state Sen.
Katrina Shealy, R-Lexing-
ton, said Thursday Haley’s
“national image is great, and
she’s done a lot of good
things in South Carolina,”
making the state “come off
looking really, really good.”

But from issuing letter
grades to lawmakers during
her first term to calling
them out publicly for not
supporting her agenda, Ha-
ley’s aggressive style some-
times “backfires on her,”
Shealy said, adding “you can
feel the tension.”

But, Shealy added, “Peo-
ple don’t seem to care what
she does to us (legislators)
because a lot of people out
there don’t like us. But they
like her.”
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HEIDI HEILBRUNN/STAFF
Gov. Nikki Haley has “put a face on South Carolina that we were all
extremely proud of,” U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham wrote in Time.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL ALAN WILSON

Losing control over a carefully crafted image?

BY JOHN MONK
Jjmonk@thestate.com
For six years as attorney

general, Alan Wilson could do  preme Court, Wilson has been
little wrong when it came to his accused of trying to halt a State
Law Enforcement Division
investigation into possible
public corruption in the Legis-
lature.

public image. He has been
talked about by many as a
strong contender in the 2018
governor’s race.

That has changed.

In the past month, Wilson, a
42-year-old Republican, has

been gobsmacked by publicity
that is every politician’s night-
mare.

FROM PAGE 1A

WILSON

son attended. Thigpen also is a
friend of Wilson’s father, Joe
Wilson, a Republican congress-
man from South Carolina since
2001.

“Logically, you would have to
say, this could have an effect on
whether Alan makes the race or
not,” Thigpen said. “This could
be damaging - regardless of the
outcome” of the court’s deliber-
ation.

Asked Friday about his political
future and whether it had been
affected by the Supreme Court
controversy, Wilson’s office re-
leased a short statement.

“The attorney general is fo-
cused on doing the best job pos-
sible as attorney general,” said
Wilson spokeswoman Hayley
Thrift. “Our filings speak for
themselves.”

WORSE THAN A SEX
SCANDAL?

Wilson, like Gov. Nikki Haley,
is from Lexington County. They
were elected to statewide office
the same year.

But even she said recently that
the now-month-old Wilson-Pas-
coe dispute is “an embarrassing

Coun t)r}?ﬁlsch?gﬁ ci:alled on the Supreme
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political allies were revealed by
The State newspaper as poten-
tial subjects of the probe. And,

during a March 30 news con-
ference, Wilson hurled person-

In a filing in the S.C. Su-

Days later, two of Wilson’s

Court to end it.

In his filings in the state Su-
preme Court, Pascoe has accused
Wilson of trying to halt Pascoe’s
and SLED’s ongoing State Grand
Jury investigation of legislators’
possible criminal violations.

Pascoe has asked the Supreme
Court to decide whether Wilson
has the authority to intervene in
the investigation after the at-
torney general recused himself
because of conflicts and appoint-
ed Pascoe as prosecutor instead.
Pascoe also has asked the court
to keep Wilson from firing him,
as Wilson would like.

College of Charleston political
science professor Gibbs Knotts
said the stakes are high for Wil-
son in the current controversy.

Although all the facts aren’t
known in the Wilson-Pascoe
battle, and the S.C. Supreme
Court has yet to rule, contro-
versies involving finances or
public corruption and alleged
cover-ups - as the current dispute
is rife with - are the worst kind of
publicity for a politician, Knotts
said.

“Even sex scandals aren’t as

al insults at the prosecutor who son did not discipline Piper.
made the filing in the high
court. At the news conference,
Wilson also emotionally
claimed that unnamed “cow-
ards” and “haters” were out to
get him.

Then, a top aide, Adam
Piper, was discovered hatching
a plot to publicly smear Wil-
son’s legal opponent, special
prosecutor David Pascoe. Wil-

These events spell trouble
for Wilson’s future, some say.

“It just looks to the average
fellow that the attorney general
is trying to push something
aside,” said Neal Thigpen, a
state Republican party activist
for more than 40 years and a
former political science profes-
sor at Francis Marion Uni-
versity in Florence, which Wil-

SEE WILSON, 7A

scandal, that could be damaging

for Wilson’s future prospects.”

But Wilson has won his office
in two statewide races and “at
this point, until we have more
information, he is a person who is
known across the state and who
would be a contender for future
office,” Knotts said.

Some remain strongly loyal to
Wilson.

Laura Hudson, head of the S.C.
Crime Victims’ Council, said,
“All of our crime victims are very
much in favor of Alan continuing
his career. [ don’t see any reason
why not. He’s done so much for
victims of criminal domestic
violence and forming a human
trafficking task force and using
the bully pulpit of the attorney
general’s office to get things
done.”

Longtime Republican political
operative Bob McAlister said of
Wilson’s fate: “It’s too early to
know. A lot is dependent on what
the Supreme Court does. But this
is important to know - Alan Wil-
son has done a lot of good things
as attorney general.”

bad,” Knotts said. “If people view CONSERVATIVE BASE

this as some type of corruption
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In addition to building up his
crime-fighting credentials, Wil-
son has used his position to take
legal and political stands that are
popular with the highly conserva-
tive and fundamentalist religious
base that votes in Republican
primaries, said Clemson Uni-
versity political scientist David
Woodard.

On the political front, before
South Carolina’s February GOP
presidential primary, Wilson trav-
eled the state, boosting his profile
by hosting forums for most all of
the Republican presidential front-
runners, Woodard noted.

In South Carolina, that’s some-
thing that, normally, a congress-
man would do, not someone like
Wilson, who holds statewide
elective office. The gatherings
gave Wilson the chance to share
his message of limited govern-
ment, states rights, socially con-

servative values and strict consti-
tutional interpretation before
thousands of South Carolinians -
helpful if he chooses to seek a
higher office.

On the legal front, Wilson has
used his office to take stands
similar to those of conservative
Republicans nationwide: filing
legal actions to fight transgender
equality bathroom access and to
weaken the authority of the EPA
to enact regulations environ-

About Alan Wilson

Age: 42

Family: Adopted son of U.S. Rep. Joe Wilson, R-S.C. Married to Jennifer,

with two children

mentalists say are needed but big
business interests say are burden-
some.

Even Wilson’s losing legal
stands play well with many in the
conservative electorate.

Last year, he fought a long and
failing taxpayer-financed federal
court battle to stop the legal-
ization of same-sex marriage.
And his office continues to de-
fend a death penalty appeal in a
case in which a federal judge
overturned the verdict and de-
nounced a prosecutor for com-
paring a black defendant to
“King Kong.”

“I thought Wilson had been
doing pretty well, and insulating
himself from any criticism up
until now, but this (current pub-
licity) is a setback,” Clemson’s
Woodard said.

“If Wilson has any chink in his
armor, that will encourage people
to come out and run against
him,” Woodard said.

CODE OF CONDUCT

Many of the state’s 10,000-
plus lawyers are watching the
Wilson controversy, said Greg
Adams, who teaches legal ethics
at the University of South Car-
olina law school.

“I've certainly heard a number
of lawyers, not just criminal law-
yers, talking about his comments
being out of bounds, uncivil, in

College: Francis Marion University, 1996; University of South Carolina

Law School, 2002

Experience: Attorney general since 2010. Previous work experience:

clerk to a state judge,Ttth Judicial Circuit assistant solicitor and assistant

attorney general. Holds rank of lieutenant colonel in the National

Guard; served a year in Iraq.

County: Richland
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violation of our oath of office - and
being unethical,” Adams said.
Under the lawyers’ code of
professional conduct, attorneys
can argue a case passionately in

court, but they take an oath to be
civil to each other outside court,
Adams said.

Even if Wilson wins the case in
the Supreme Court against Pascoe,
“the lawyers with whom I've talk-
ed have reached the judgment that
Wilson has not handled this in a
professional way,” Adams said.

Wilson’s conduct contrasts with
that of Pascoe, who has made no
public comment about the Su-
preme Court litigation and is per-
ceived as “simply trying to get an
issue resolved,” Adams said.

Wilson has said if the Supreme
Court allows him to fire Pascoe, he
wants the SLED and State Grand
Jury investigation to go forward
with a new special prosecutor.

But John Crangle, executive
director of S.C. Common Cause
and a longtime observer of ethics
in state government, said that by
seeking to fire Pascoe and mak-
ing personal attacks on him while
Pascoe is in the midst of an ongo-
ing public corruption investiga-
tion, Wilson has handled himself
poorly - no matter what he says.

Thigpen said, “Even if Alan
wins in the Supreme Court over
Pascoe, this whole thing has to be
viewed as a minus for him.”

Priorities
S.C. Attorney General Alan
Wilson has:

o Emphasized prosecution
of Internet child sexual
predators and human
traffickers

e Prosecuted, through his
office and special
prosecutor David Pascoe,
public corruption
allegations against former
House Speaker Bobby
Harrell. In October 2014,
Harrell pleaded guilty to
misuse of campaign funds
and resigned from office.

e Highlighted criminal
domestic violence as a
major state issue

e Backed passage of Emma’s
Law, a tougher drunk
driving bill

e Involved the state in
federal legal actions
opposing many of President
Barack Obama’s initiatives,
including Obamacare and
bringing Guantanamo Bay
prisoners to South Carolina
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Haley PAC raising
fall campaign cash

ANDREW SHAIN
THE STATE

A pro-Gov. Nikki Haley politi-
cal group has raised $515,000 to
elect legislative candidates this
year that back her agenda.

Great Day SCraised the money
from six contributors, including a
pair who donated to a previous
pro-Haley political group, accord-
ing toafiling provided to The State
newspaper. Only one Great Day SC
contributor was from South Caro-
lina.

Great Day chief Tim Pearson —
Haley’s top strategist, and former
campaign manager and chief of
staff —said Great Day SC, formed
in February, is not ready to dis-
close how its money will be spent.

Great Day’s filing did not in-
clude any expenditures.

However, Pearson has been
paid more than $1 million tied to
Haley since she first ran for gover-
nor in 2009.

Pearson received $119,000 from
Haley’s re-election campaign at
the end of March, according torec-
ords filed with the sate Ethics
Commission. He had not been paid
by the campaign since May.

Over the past seven years,
Pearson has been paid $607,000 for
running the governor’s two cam-
paigns, $270,400 as her chief of
staff in the governor’s office and
$179,600 as an adviser to the first
pro-Haley political organization,
The Movement Fund.

Pearson, who left as Haley’s
chief of staff in October 2012, re-
mains a presence in Haley’s office.
He attends her news conferences

61018-04-24_9001.pdf

and other events, including up-
dates with public-safety officials
during the October flood.

He did not respond to a request
for comment about his compensa-
tion tied to the governor.

However, John Crangle, state
director for the government
watchdog Common Cause group,
said lawmakers should regulate
how closely nonstate employees,
who donot have to follow state eth-
ics laws, work with the governor’s
office.

“It’s a political transgender
problem. Who should get access to
the governor’s office?” Crangle
said. “She does not let you or I
come into her office and talk about

those matters.”

Crangle asked if Pearson has
the security clearance needed to
hear briefings reserved for mem-
bers of Haley’s staff.

Pearson does not have a securi-
ty clearance and does not attend
those briefings, the governor’s of-
fice said.

After paying Pearson, Haley’s
campaign has drawn down almost
all the $539,000 left over in her
2014 re-election account. The cam-
paign had $39,700 remaining in
that account at the end of March,
according to its filings.

Great Day gives Haley achance
to push her agenda during her sec-
ond and final term as governor.
There are no limits on the contri-
butions the political group, regis-
tered with the Internal Revenue

Service, can accept from individ-
uals and companies.

Pearson declined to say how
Great Day would spend its contri-
butions. But, last month, he said
the group would not back the state
Senate run of state Rep. Stephen
Goldfinch, R-Georgetown, who
voted for a House roads-funding
plan that included raising the state
gas tax.

Other likely targets of Great
Day include Senate President Pro
Tempore Hugh Leatherman, R-
Florence, and Senate Ethics Com-
mittee chairman Luke Rankin, R-
Horry. They have fought Haley’s
efforts to increase income disclo-
sure by lawmakers.

Great Day contributors includ-
ed Florida pharmaceutical entre-
preneur Rama Mantena and New
Jersey health care mogul Vivek
Garipalli, who donated $872,000
combined to The Movement Fund,
nearly half of the $1.8 million that
fund raised overall.

Mantena donated $100,000 to
Great Day, while Garipalli kicked
in $250,000.

Other Great Day contributors
included:

» New River Auto Mall of Har-
deeville, $100,000

» Financier Rex Sinquefield of
Westphalia, Mo., $50,000

» Construction equipment deal-
er Yancey Brothers Co. of Austell,
Ga., $10,000

» Creative Solutions Health-
care of Fort Worth, Texas, $5,000
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Manufacturers look to
youth to build labor pool

Manufacturers mingled with high school students at

state conference

Campaign in place to encourage young people to go

into factory work

RUDOLPH BELL
dbell@greenvillenews.com
GREENVILLE

With factory jobs more
plentiful than they used to
be, the labor supply has
tightened for South Car-
olina’s manufacturers.

The situation has them
reaching out to youths in
an effort to maximize
their chances of finding
enough future employees.

The approach was on
display Thursday at the
TD Convention Center
during the final day of the
South Carolina Manu-
facturing Conference and
Expo.

Manufacturers set up
booths on a concrete floor
and mingled with hun-
dreds of high school stu-
dents at a job fair.

Charles Bayles, quality
manager for one of the
employers, the Mack
Molding plastic parts fac-
tory in Inman, said he
made sure to be honest
with the students about

County: Richland
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the nature of some factory
jobs.

“I don’t glamorize it,”
Bayles said. “I let them
know there are some jobs
that are going to be in hot
areas of the plant.”

At the same time, he
said, there are other jobs
in climate-controlled ar-
eas.

Bayles said Mack Mold-
ing recently invited mid-
dle school students for a
factory tour.

“We have Spartanburg
High scheduled to come
in,” he said. “We’re al-
ways looking for local
talent.”

Entry-level operators at
the company are initially
on the payroll of a con-
tract labor company and
make $10 a hour. If they
perform well, they eventu-
ally go onto the Mack
Molding payroll and get a
raise to $12.35 an hour.

As of March, more than

237,000 South Caroli-
nians worked in manu-
facturing, about 14 per-
cent more than at the start
of 2011, according to the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics.

Lewis Gossett, president
of the South Carolina
Manufacturers Alliance,
said members of the group
are offering “good jobs
with great pay and great
benefits that will literally
change the lives of fam-
ilies all over South Car-
olina. We just need to
show that they’re there
and what they’re all
about.”

During a panel dis-
cussion at Thursday’s
conference, Gossett said
the historical evolution of
South Carolina’s work

force explains why some
parents have a negative
perception of factory work
that they pass on to their
children.

South Carolinians
“came from the fields into
the factories, and we
didn’t want our kids to go
back into the fields,” Gos-
sett said.

“Then we went from the
factories to graduate
schools, and professional
schools, and white-collar
jobs and we didn’t want
our kids to go back to the
factories. But now the
factories are the place
where it’s happening.”

The manufacturers
alliance earlier this month
rolled out a marketing
campaign to encourage
young people to go into
manufacturing.

Called South Carolina
Future Makers, the cam-
paign includes videos of
Gov. Nikki Haley talking
to young workers about
jobs they landed at com-
panies such as BMW,
Bridgestone and Boeing.
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Workers at Komatsu in Newberry.
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South Carolina responds
to EPA lead concerns

NATHANIEL CARY
NCARY@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

South Carolina’s water regu-
latory agency told the Environ-
mental Protection Agency it has
asked water systems to share
more information with the pub-
lic about lead sampling results
and the location of lead service
lines but that the state doesn’t
have the information and utili-
ties may not have it either.

Theresponse came in aletter
from the Department of Health
and Environmental Control af-
ter the EPA asked every state to
provide answers to a series of
questions about the status of
monitoring for lead in drinking

tems, especially its largest wa-
ter providers, to increase trans-
parency by providing the public
with an inventory of which cus-
tomers may be receiving water
throughlead or partial-lead ser-
vice lines.

Every public water system
was required to complete an in-
ventory when the Lead and Cop-
per Rule went into effect in the
early 1990s, but those surveys
weren’t required to be turned
into DHEC and may no longer
exist, said Myra Reece, DHEC’s
director of environmental af-
fairs, in a response letter to

County: G

water following the health cri-
sis in Flint, Michigan.

The EPA asked each state to
work with its public water sys-

Lead

Continued from Page 1A

“The surveys themselves were not
submitted to the Department and may, or
may not, still exist with the public water
systems after more than 20 years,”
Reece said.

The state has shared the EPA’s re-
quest with water systems and is in the
midst of holding Lead and Copper Rule
workshops with systems across the
state, she said.

The response from DHEC to the EPA
came as South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley
said the lead issue had drawn wide-
spread attention and that South Carolin-
ians were concerned about the potential
for lead in their drinking water.

Haley asked DHEC Director Cather-
ine Heigel for a full accounting of its wa-
ter quality monitoring program specific
to lead and a list of communities that
have or are currently experiencing ele-
vated lead levels in drinking water and
DHEC’s plan to eliminate the risk of lead
from drinking water systems.

Haley’s letter was dated March 18, the
day after an investigation by The Green-
ville News revealed that the water agen-
cy had failed to monitor some water sys-
F@gm/m'@‘r had shown lead counts ahave

61018-04-24_1003.pdf

DHEC on March 29.

See LEAD, Page 11A

the EPA action level of 15 parts per bil-
lion.

“Citizens of South Carolina are con-
cerned about the potential for lead con-
tamination in their drinking water as the
negative effects of lead exposure in-
clude developmental delays in children
and organ damage in all exposed,” Haley
said in her letter. “We should take this op-
portunity to assure South Carolinians
that the South Carolina Department of
Health and Environmental Control
(DHEC) is diligently performing its role
in monitoring and enforcing safe drink-
ing water standards.”

Heigel’s response detailed changes
the department was making to its mon-
itoring program post-Flint, many which
were mentioned in The News investiga-
tion. She listed the 28 water systems, all
small or medium-sized rural systems,
which had lead levels that exceeded the
EPA standard.

The state was conducting a study of
each of the 28 systems to determine the
reason for the exceedance, she said.

“One of the goals of the study is to de-
termine whether affordable treatment
options are available for use to reduce
lead below the action level,” Heigel said.

NDHEC has established an Office of

Rural Water to find solutions to water
and wastewater issues faced by small ru-
ral systems and is conducting follow-up
sampling with each of the 28 water sys-
tems that have had a lead exceedance in
the last five years, said Jennifer Read,

DHEC spokeswoman. The most recent
sampling at 10 of those systems, includ-
ing samples taken at three systems this
year, continue to show exceedances, ac-
cording to DHEC.

Heigel told Haley that DHEC is work-
ing with professional member organiza-
tions to encourage water systems to be
transparent with their data.

Discussions are ongoing with water
systems about the EPA’s request that
public water systems put lead-line loca-
tions and sampling data on their web-
sites, DHEC’s Read said.

“We will use the feedback we receive
during these discussions to help inform
future policy decisions at the state and
federal level,” she said.

At issue is an inventory list of lead or
partial-lead service lines that may not
exist. Greenville Water System told The
News last month it estimated it had few-
er than 3,000 lead “goosenecks” used to
connect service lines to the water main,
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but it didn’t know where those lines were
located.

Many service lines in the state were
installed decades ago, and individual pa-
per records may exist on notecards, but
most water systems don’t have accurate
counts of the materials in their systems,
officials have said.

After a USA Today Network investi-
gation last month revealed lead levels in
2,000 water systems affecting the drink-
ing water of more than 6 million custom-
ers across the country failed to meet
EPA standards, the EPA asked states to
provide more transparency to custom-

County: Greenville
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ers about lead sampling results and the
makeup of its service lines.

A drinking water watchdog and affili-
ate faculty member at Virginia Tech,
Yanna Lambrinidou, told the USA Today
Network that the EPA’s request is “criti-
cally important” and said resistance
from some states to posting details on-
line was troubling and an impediment to
the public knowing whether utilities are
testing water from the right customers’
taps, meaning those with thelead service
lines that are most likely to have lead-
contaminated water.

When dealing with issues of public
health and safety, “the more transparen-

Publication Date: 04/24/2016 Page Number: 1

South Carolina responds to EPA lead concerns
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cy the better,” said John Tynan, political
director for Conservation Voters of
South Carolina.

“Given that drinking water is some-
thing that everyone needs, and that there
isthe potential forlead tobeinit if you're
in certain areas or have certain types of
water, utilities, we would hope, would be
willing to provide the information neces-
sary for homeowners to make informed
decisions easily and quickly,” Tynan
said.

Transparency of lead line and sam-
pling data was a topic at a recent DHEC
workshop for public water systems, Ty-
nan said.
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GE opens $73M research center

Manufacturing technology

will be explored at facility

RUDOLPH BELL
DBELL@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

General Electric executive Rick Stan-
ley was waiting for the completion of a
certain project before retiring — a new
research center on the company’s
Greenville campus.

GE held the grand opening for that fa-
cility, called Advanced Manufacturing
Works, on Friday, clearing the way for
Stanley toretire next week as chief tech-
nology officer for GE Power, the con-
glomerate’s largest industrial business
with 38,000 employees and customers
around the globe.

“I wanted to see it through with the
team at the end of my career,” said the
S58-year-old Stanley, a board member at
the Peace Center and State Ports Author-
ity who plans to stay in Greenville fol-
lowing retirement.

“It’s really a happy day for me and
for the company,” he said after joining
GE Power CEO Steve Bolze and Gov.
Nikki Haley on stage as part of an elab-
orate ceremony.

GE will use the $73 million, 125,000-
square-foot research center just off
ey
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of Feaster Road to develop new manu-
facturing processes and rapidly build
prototypes for various business lines
— though most of the work will be re-
lated to the power-producing turbines
the company has made in Greenville
since 1968.

High-level GE Power executives gave
news reporters a tour of Advanced Man-
ufacturing Works, showing them various
technologies being explored there. They
include 3D printing, laser drilling, ad-
vanced ceramic composites and autono-
mous robots.

Jeff Connelly, GE Power’s vice presi-
dent for global supply chain, said the
idea for the research center surfaced af-
ter Bolze asked him in 2012 to examine
the global capabilities of GE Power.

Consulting with engineering and sup-
ply chain leaders, “The common theme
that I heard was that we don’t have the
ability to iterate new ideas when it comes
to manufacturing,” said Connelly, who
worked in Greenville in the early 1990s
but is now based at GE Power’s head-

quarters in Schenectady, New York.
So GE decided to create a specific
site for exploring technologies with the

potential to dramatically change how
things are made, Connelly said.

Kurt Goodwin, the executive in
charge of Advanced Manufacturing
Works, said the goal is to “keep putting
new processes and manufacturing tech-

nology in the factories, keep making
them competitive, and keep building out
jobs there. That’s the real payoff.”

GE first announced the research cen-
ter in the summer of 2014. It has filled 48
of 80 planned jobs, Goodwin said.

HEIDI HEILBRUNN/STAFF

GE Power President and CEO Steve Bolze speaks during the celebration of GE's Advanced
Manufacturing Works grand opening in Greenville on Friday.

County: Greenville
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Haley highlights

efforts to help former

prisoners find jobs

BY SEANNA ADCOX
Associated Press

COLUMBIA
Gov. Nikki Haley told
prisoners Monday a better

life beyond the barbed-
wire fencing starts with a
legal job, and it’s her job
to help them find one.

“Every one of you de-
serves better. I don’t know
what got you in here, but I
know you deserve not to
come back,” she told
about 90 inmates at Man-
ning Correctional In-
stitution in Columbia, a
pre-release center for men
within six months of being
released. “I want you to
have a job so you’ve got
something that makes you
feel productive and wor-
thy of living a good life.”

Haley was visiting the
state Department of Em-
ployment and Workforce’s
“work ready initiative” at
Manning.

About 450 former in-
mates have completed the
program since its launch
in November 2014. Ac-
cording to the agency, 98
report they’re currently
employed. Exact numbers
and where they work are
unknown. But the agency

plans to cross-match wage
records to better track the
program’s results.

County: Beaufort
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The program is intend-
ed to be the link between
training for a job and ac-
tually landing one.

Inmates at Manning
were already learning
construction trades such
as brick masonry and
carpentry. The initiative
added the teaching of
computer, interview and
“life” skills — such as
proper attire and how to
explain their incarcer-
ation. Inmates also craft a
resume and apply for jobs
online. Some inmates
have been in prison so
long, they don’t know how
to work a computer, said
Department of Correc-
tions Director Bryan Stir-
ling.

“Before, they would still
have job training, but we
would basically give them
a bus ticket and drop them
off at the bus station and
have them fend for them-
selves,” he said.

Only inmates imprison-
ed for non-violent offens-
es qualify for the program.
Other criteria include
having a discipline-free
record and a GED or high-
school diploma. Nearly

470 are currently enrolled.
The program is too new

for Corrections to have a
recidivism rate for partici-
pants.

But if an ex-offender
gets a job, they’re much
less likely to commit
crimes for money, Stirling
said.

The program is “good
not only for these folks but
for public safety,” he said.
“If they’re working and
busy, they won’t get in
trouble.”

The employment agen-
cy is asking employers to
give ex-prisoners a
chance. So far, they’ve put
200 businesses on the
“second chance” list.
Incentives “to help em-
ployers feel more comfort-
able” include federal tax
credits, a federal insur-
ance program and on-the-
job training credits, said
DEW Director Cheryl
Stanton.

Of the roughly 900
inmates released from
prisons statewide month-
ly, 100 of them leave from
Manning, Stirling said.

While the program is
limited, last month Cor-
rections began registering
every prisoner in DEW’s
database for job seekers as
they’re released, he said.

Haley said the pro-
gram’s still being devel-
oped, but the ultimate
goal is that “every person
who leaves the fence has a
job” waiting for them.
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South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley talks at Manning Correctional institution Monday in
Columbia to inmates who are scheduled to be released.
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SC lawmakers down
to the wire to pass bills

Lawmakers have until May 1to approve legislation,
sending them to other chamber

Sen. Lee Bright's transgender bill among proposals
likely to fizzle out

Plans to ban abortion at 20 weeks stalled but only

temporarily, supporter says

BY JAMIE SELF
Jself @thestate.com
Lawmakers in the
House and Senate have
one week left to pass bills
from one chamber to the
other before their policy
hopes are — almost cer-
tainly — dashed for this
legislative session.

Next Sunday is the
crossover deadline. If a
bill fails to pass in either
the House or Senate and
cross the lobby to the
other chamber by that
date, it will need a steep
two-thirds vote just to stay
alive.

A look at proposals that
need a vote this week to
beat the odds:

IMPROVING RURAL
SCHOOLS

Operating in the shadow
of a school equity lawsuit,
state lawmakers intro-
duced a handful of bills
this year aimed at improv-
ing the state’s ailing K-12
public schools, deemed
unconstitutional by the
S.C. Supreme Court two
years ago.

Several proposals have

County: Beaufort
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cleared the House, in-
cluding defining what a
S.C. high-school graduate
should know and giving
the S.C. Department of
Education authority to
take over a school district
in financially dire straits.
But the bill likely to
have the most impact on

the bank accounts of poor,
rural school districts only
just passed committee last
Tuesday and hit the
House floor.

First proposed by Gov.
Nikki Haley, the bill would
commit up to $200 mil-
lion a year in state spend-
ing to help school districts
renovate and build school
facilities.

Given its broad support,
the bill likely will clear the
House this week and sail
smoothly into the Senate.

FIXING S.C. ROADS

Last week, the Senate
Finance Committee OK’d
a bill that would spend an
added $315 million on
roads, including $200

million a year to borrow
more than 10 times that
amount for roads.

The Senate and House
have passed their own
preferred road spending
plans, but the chambers
have failed to agree on a
single path forward.

Senate Minority Leader
Nikki Setzler, D-Lexing-
ton, said he’d like to see
the Senate pass its roads
plan and send it to the
House this week. That’s
the surest way to make
sure “there’s no slip be-
tween the lip and the cup”
on a roads fix before the
legislative session ends.

TRANSGENDER
BATHROOM BILL HAS
STEEP CLIMB

State Sen. Lee Bright’s
bill to require transgender
people to use the bath-
room assigned to their
biological birth sex has
one week to get to the
Senate floor and pass
there to avoid the cross-
over deadline.

The Spartanburg Repub-
lican needs nine votes
from Senate General
Committee members to
bring the bill directly to
the Senate floor, skipping
a committee vote. Bright
said Friday he needs three
more votes toward that
nine.

Even if Bright succeeds,
Democrats say they will
block the bill on the Sen-
ate floor.

DISTURBING SCHOOLS
One of four bills that
would change the state’s
disturbing schools law,
which allows law enforce-
ment to arrest students for
misbehavior, managed to
get a hearing last week.
But the bill’s chances of
being passed this year
took a hit when a House
panel decided to hold onto
it for another week to
make some changes. That
ends the bill’s chance of
getting a House vote be-

SEE BILLS, 4A
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BILLS

fore Sunday’s crossover
deadline.

The panel’s chairman,
David Weeks, D-Sumter,
said it’s possible the bill
could go directly to the
floor.

But House Judiciary
Chairman Greg Delleney,
R-Chester, said that is
unlikely because it would
require the unanimous
consent of the GOP-con-
trolled House to bring the
proposal to the floor for a
vote.

Time is running out for
all legislation introduced
in this session, Delleney

said. “Anything filed in
the second year of a two-

65006-04-25_3001.pdf

year session that has con-
troversy in it doesn’t make
it.”

ABORTION AT 20
WEEKS IS NOT YET
BANNED

More than a month has
passed since Delleney said
he was certain the S.C.
House would vote to send
a bill banning abortion at
20 weeks and later to
Haley’s desk.

The bill passed the
House 71-22 in February.
The Senate then passed

the bill, making some
changes to provide for
exceptions.

Now, Delleney needs 83
of the House’s 124 mem-

SC lawmakersdown to thewireto pass bills
BY JAMIESELF jself@thestate.com
61.69 square inch

bers to OK a House-Sen-
ate compromise on the
bill, already approved by
the Senate.

So what’s holding up the
bill?

Attendance.

“We’ve had a lot of
people out for sickness
and business and other
reasons,” Delleney said.

Delleney has tried twice
to get the compromise
approved, failing by one
vote the first time and by
three votes the second
time in a chamber made
up of 78 Republicans and
46 Democrats.

Delleney said he will try
again in the next couple of
weeks. Meanwhile, he has

been counting votes,
working to hold onto the
support he has.

Efforts to persuade are
going the other way, too.

Both sides are talking to
everybody they can, said
state Rep. James Smith,
D-Richland, who opposes
the abortion legislation.
“If you look at the votes,
many times there are
Republicans who happen
not to be there. It’s not
just a ‘no’ vote that is
helpful. ... Simply not
voting gets us there.”

Cassie Cope contributed.
Jamie Self: 803-771-8658,
@jamiemself
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Education important in preventing sexual assault, abuse

BY SUSAN SELDEN
Guest columnist

Last month, Gov. Nikki
Haley issued a proclamation
recogniz-
ing April
as Sexual
Assault
Awareness
Month. She
was quoted
as saying,
“Sexual as-
sault is one
of the most
devastating
crimes in our socicty today,
with victims often suffering
lifelong pain from physical
injury and serious emotional
trauma.”
For the 828 people in Aiken
County who reported being
sexually assaulted last year,

they could readily agree. The
staff of the Cumbee Center to
Assist Abused Persons pro-
vides compassionate, confi-
dential services to victims like
these each day, and could give
testimony to the mental and
cmotional scars that last well
beyond the physical anguish.
Yet, there are still many more
that never report their victim-
ization to law enforcement or
our center.

At the Aiken City Council
meeting on March 14, Mayor

G A
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Rick Osbon and Council
members presented the Cum-
bee Center with a proclama-
tion stating that the City of
Aiken will recognize April
as Sexual Assault Awareness
Month. Councilwoman Lessic
Price read the following
statements from the procla-
mation: “Sexual violence is

widespread and impacts every
person in this community.
Statistics show that one in five
women and one in 71 men
will be raped at some point in
their lives. Child sexual abuse
prevention must be a priority
to confront the reality that one
in six boys and one in four
gitls will experience a sexual
assault before age 18. Young
people experience heightened
rates of sexual violence, and
youth ages 12 to 17 were two
and a half times as likely to
be victims of rape or sexual
assault. On campus, onc in
five women and one in 18 men
are sexually assaulted during
their time in college.”

These statistics are alarm-
ing, but prevention is possible
when everyone is involved
in community education
and awareness. The teal rib-

bons hanging downtown on
Laurens Street and Richland

Avenue represent the support
we offer victims of sexual
violence while advocating for
a new culture that will not al-
low us to remain silent while
harmful attitudes and behav-
101s remain in practice.

Our community educators
are well-prepared to reach out
to middle and high school stu-
dents with the Youth Violence
Prevention Program endorsed
by the S.C. Department of
Health and Environmental
Control, and fulfilling all
the requirements of Erin’s
Law, but we have struggled
to make inroads in the pub-
lic schools. It is difficult to
understand the hesitancy to
accept this curriculum that
has been widely used in other
countics while our students

are still suffering the effects
of dating violence, stalking
and sexual harassment.

Sexual assault is not just a
women’s issue. It’s time for
men to become more aware
of how they can become
involved in making our com-
munities safe for their wives,
mothers, sisters, daughters,
friends and coworkers.

The Cumbee Center will
hold the Walk a Mile in Her
Shoes event which allows men

to raise awareness about the
serious causes, effects and
remediations to men’s violence
against women. As the saying
goes, “You can’t really under-
stand someone until you've
walked a mile in their shoes.”
The Walk a Mile event fea-
tures men wearing red heels
and walking downtown with
Cumbee Center staff and

other interested community
members. Please join us to
show your support on Thurs-
day at 6:30 p.m. on Newberry
Strect. You can register at
0:15 p.m. at the Aiken County
Courthouse or pre-register at
http://bit.y/23JSATm.

The Cumbee Center offers
free hospital accompaniment,
legal advocacy, casec manage-
ment, counseling, emergency
shelter, a 24-hour hotline and
prevention education. Please
call the Cumbee Center at 803
649-0480 or visit www.
cumbeccenter.org if you
would like to learn how you
can partner with us in provid-
ing these services if you need
information.

Susan Selden is executive

director of the Cumber Center
to Assist Abused Persons.
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S.C. lawmakers place
road bill in jeopardy

o say that the South Carolina roads
bill has taken the scenic route is a
gross understatement.
It was February 2015 when Rep.
Gary Simrill, R-York, first introduced House
Bill 3579, which sought to address South Caro-
lina’s crumbling road system.

H. 3579 wasn't a perfect bill, but it included
several reforms that would ve at least increased
road funding while reforming how the state
Department of Transportation and other road-
related agencies function.

Since then, however, the bill has been filibus-
tered, threatened with vetoes and substantially
altered by a slew of amendments.

The bill’s entire future remains in doubt now
that it’s stalled in a House conference com-
mittee for reasons we — and voters, we suspect
—find petty.

The dispute largely revolves around how
commissioners are chosen to serve on the S.C.
Department of Transportation.

According to the Senate version that passed
March 9, the governor would be allowed to
appoint commissioners with Senate approval.
House members added language that said com-
missioners would require House and Senate
approval. Gov. Nikki Haley scolded House
members in a rebuke posted to social media.

“Since the Senate passed a roads bill weeks
ago, the House has known they either work
with the Senate, pass real, good reform, or the
bill dies,” Haley said in a Facebook post. “To-
day we learned House leadership has chosen to
pass an amendment they know has zero chance
of becoming law.

“That’s a terrible shame, and every South
Carolinian should know that tomorrow, the Re-
publican House of Representatives plans to kill

two years of work and that as a result, there will
be no change in their road conditions anytime
soon,” Haley continued.

So much for progress.

The bill’s future was already in doubt after
Haley vowed to veto any gas tax increase un-
less it also was accompanied with an income-
tax cut, which doesn’t make much sense.

While revenues would probably increase due
to out-of-state drivers paying higher gas taxes,
the net gain would be nominal.

The General Assembly is proposing to in-
crease SCDOT funding by $400 million, but
now the money 1s supposedly coming from
the general fund. That’s a terrible idea since
the general fund is hardly a dedicated funding
source and only a temporary solution. Road
funds should come from a dedicated source.

It doesn’t matter who's right or wrong in Co-
lumbia since there’s plenty of blame to spread
around. True, the House inserted last-minute
amendments. But let’s not forget Senate filibus-
tering delayed progress for weeks.

As aresult, reforms outlined in H. 3579 in its
current form seem lost in the rear view mirror.
That’s a shame since the bill originally featured
some promising elements.

For example, the bill reduced the State Infra-
structure Bank minimum loan cap from $100
million to $25 million, making SIB loans more
attainable for less wealthy counties.

H. 3579 also restructured not only the SC-
DOT, but also the SIB and county transporta-
tion committees, which are funded by proceeds
from state gas taxes.

These reforms are important because there
are legitimate questions about how road fund-
ing has been handled in the past. Better over-
sight s sorely needed. One only has to look
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east to better understand why.

Coastal counties already receiving billions of
dollars through the SIB and other sources have
sought billions more for such big-ticket projects
as 1-526 in Charleston County or I-73 in Horry
County. That hardly seems equitable.

Last week, a House conference committee
consisting of prominent lawmakers formed

in an effort to hash out differences in the bill.
Our only hope 1s that they reach a solution
soon.

South Carolina voters are too smart to fall for
legislative finger pointing. And with more than
100 state lawmakers facing election challenges
this year, they'd be wise to settle this legislative
food fight soon.
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