
Haley on Time's list of
most influential people
JAMIE SELF
THE STATE

Gov. Nikki Haley's inclu­
sion in Time's 100 most influ­
ential people burnished her
reputation as a star in the na­
tional Republican firma­
ment.
Haley's leadership dur­

ing last year's turmoil cata­
pulted her into the national
spotlight and into Time's
ranks, alongside U.S. presi­
dential candidates and
world leaders.

That's Haley, the national
version.
The Lexington Republi­

can is a leader who "put a
face on South Carolina that
we were all extremely proud
of," U.S. Sen. Lindsey Gra­
ham, R­Seneca, wrote in
Time.
"Whether dealing with

the hate­filled shootings of
the Charleston Nine at
Mother Emanuel AME
Church, the removal of the
Confederate battle flag fly­
ing over State House
grounds, the police shooting
of Walter Scott or a 1,000­
year flood ... Haley led with
determination, grace and
compassion."
Haley, the state version,

inspires more ambivalence.
As governor, Haley has

forged partnerships with
Democrats and education
advocates to develop and
pass education reforms. But
she also has confronted law­
makers ­ including mem­
bers of her own party, which
controls the Legislature ­
and other officials when
they dare to stray from her
agenda.
During a news confer­

ence Wednesday, for exam­
ple, Haley called out Rich­
land County Sheriff Leon

Lott, a Democrat, for not
signing her anti­domestic vi­
olence pledge. Lott doesn't
"seem to think any rules ap­
ply to him," Haley said.
Lott said he had planned

to sign the pledge, which he
did Thursday. A Haley aide
tweeted Thursday that her
office had received Lott's
pledge.
Haley also has butted

heads with Republican lead­
ers in the state House and
Senate over roads spending
and ethics reform.
Earlier this year, Haley

drew a rebuke from House
Speaker Jay Lucas, R­Dar­
lington, and other legisla­
tors for telling a group of
real estate agents they
would need a "good shower"
after visiting the State
House.
Those "middle­school

comments" threatened to
"poison the well," Lucas said
from the House floor.
After a Senate maneuver

stalled a proposal to require
lawmakers to disclose their
sources of income, Haley
ripped a Democratic state
senator. "There is no good
excuse," she wrote on Face­
book.
"Bless her heart," re­

sponded state Sen. Gerald
Malloy, D­Darlington, earli­
er this month. "It seems to
me that Gov. Hypocrite Ha­
ley has a bad case of short­
term memory loss. It was
not too long ago that the Eth­
ics Committee in the S.C.
House of Representatives
whitewashed hearings on
Rep. Nikki Haley for her
failure to disclose her own
income."

Haley accused another
lawmaker of spreading a ru­
mor that one of her Cabinet
directors was an atheist. The
senator was on a panel inves­
tigating the Department of
Social Services, which re­
ports directly to the gover­
nor.

That lawmaker, state Sen.
Katrina Shealy, R­Lexing­
ton, said Thursday Haley's
"national image is great, and
she's done a lot of good
things in South Carolina,"
making the state "come off
looking really, really good."
But from issuing letter

grades to lawmakers during
her first term to calling
them out publicly for not
supporting her agenda, Ha­
ley's aggressive style some­
times "backfires on her,"
Shealy said, adding "you can
feel the tension."
But, Shealy added, "Peo­

ple don't seem to care what
she does to us (legislators)
because a lot of people out
there don't like us. But they
like her."
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Gov. Nikki Haley has "put a face on South Carolina that we were all
extremely proud of," U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham wrote in Time.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL ALAN WILSON

Losingcontrol overacarefullycrafted image?
BYJOHN MONK

jmonk@thestate.com
For six years asattorney

general, AlanWilson coulddo
littlewrong when it cametohis
publicimage. Hehas been
talkedabout bymany as a
strong contenderinthe 2018
governor'srace.
Thathaschanged.
Inthe pastmonth, Wilson,a

42­year­old Republican, has
beengobsmacked bypublicity
that isevery politician's night­
mare.

InafilingintheS.C. Su­
premeCourt, Wilson hasbeen
accusedof trying tohalt aState
Law EnforcementDivision
investigation intopossible
publiccorruption inthe Legis­
lature.
Days later,twoof Wilson's

political allies wererevealed by
The Statenewspaper as poten­
tial subjectsof the probe. And,
duringaMarch 30 news con­
ference, Wilson hurledperson­

alinsults at the prosecutor who
madethe filinginthe high
court.Atthe news conference,
Wilson also emotionally
claimed that unnamed "cow­
ards" and"haters"were outto
get him.
Then, atop aide,Adam

Piper, wasdiscovered hatching
aplot topublicly smearWil­
son's legalopponent, special
prosecutor DavidPascoe. Wil­

sondid notdiscipline Piper.
These eventsspell trouble

for Wilson'sfuture,some say.
"It justlooks tothe average

fellowthat the attorneygeneral
istrying topush something
aside,"saidNeal Thigpen,a
stateRepublican partyactivist
for morethan40years anda
formerpolitical science profes­
sorat Francis MarionUni­
versityinFlorence, whichWil­
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WILSON
sonattended. Thigpen also isa
friend ofWilson's father,Joe
Wilson, aRepublican congress­
manfrom SouthCarolina since
2001.
"Logically, youwould have to

say, this couldhave an effect on
whether Alanmakes the race or
not," Thigpen said."Thiscould
bedamaging–regardlessof the
outcome"of the court'sdeliber­
ation.
AskedFriday about hispolitical

future andwhether it hadbeen
affected bytheSupreme Court
controversy,Wilson's office re­
leased ashort statement.
"Theattorney generalis fo­

cused ondoing the bestjob pos­
sibleas attorney general,"said
Wilson spokeswomanHayley
Thrift."Our filingsspeak for
themselves."

WORSE THANASEX
SCANDAL?
Wilson, likeGov. Nikki Haley,

is fromLexington County.They
were elected tostatewide office
the same year.
Buteven she saidrecentlythat

the now­month­old Wilson­Pas­
coedispute is"an embarrassing
mess" andcalled onthe Supreme

Court toendit.
Inhis filingsinthe stateSu­

preme Court,Pascoehas accused
Wilson of trying tohaltPascoe's
andSLED's ongoingStateGrand
Jury investigation oflegislators'
possible criminalviolations.
Pascoehas asked theSupreme

Court todecide whether Wilson
hasthe authority tointervene in
the investigationafter the at­
torney generalrecusedhimself
because of conflictsand appoint­
ed Pascoeas prosecutor instead.
Pascoealso hasasked the court
tokeep Wilson fromfiring him,
as Wilson wouldlike.
College of Charleston political

scienceprofessor GibbsKnotts
saidthe stakes arehigh forWil­
soninthe current controversy.
Although allthe factsaren't

known intheWilson­Pascoe
battle,and the S.C.Supreme
Court hasyet torule, contro­
versies involving finances or
public corruptionand alleged
cover­ups –as thecurrent dispute
is rifewith –are theworst kindof
publicityforapolitician, Knotts
said.
"Even sex scandals aren't as

bad," Knotts said."Ifpeople view
this assome typeof corruption

scandal, that couldbedamaging
for Wilson'sfuture prospects."
ButWilson has wonhisoffice

intwostatewide racesand "at
this point,until we have more
information,he isaperson whois
known acrossthe stateand who
would beacontender forfuture
office,"Knotts said.
Someremain stronglyloyal to

Wilson.
LauraHudson, head ofthe S.C.

CrimeVictims' Council, said,
"Allof ourcrime victims are very
much infavorof Alancontinuing
hiscareer. I don'tsee any reason
whynot. He'sdone so much for
victims of criminaldomestic
violence andforming a human
trafficking task forceand using
the bullypulpit ofthe attorney
general's office toget things
done."
Longtime Republicanpolitical

operative BobMcAlistersaid of
Wilson's fate:"It'stoo early to
know.Alotis dependent onwhat
the Supreme Court does.Butthis
is important toknow–Alan Wil­
sonhas donealotofgood things
as attorney general."
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Inaddition tobuilding uphis
crime­fighting credentials, Wil­
sonhas usedhis positiontotake
legal andpolitical stands that are
popular with the highlyconserva­
tive andfundamentalist religious
basethat votes inRepublican
primaries,said Clemson Uni­
versitypolitical scientist David
Woodard.
Onthepoliticalfront,before

SouthCarolina'sFebruaryGOP
presidentialprimary,Wilsontrav­
eledthestate,boostinghisprofile
byhostingforumsformostallof
theRepublicanpresidentialfront­
runners,Woodardnoted.
InSouth Carolina, that'ssome­

thingthat, normally, acongress­
manwould do,notsomeonelike
Wilson, whoholdsstatewide
electiveoffice. The gatherings
gaveWilson the chance toshare
hismessage oflimited govern­
ment,states rights, sociallycon­
servative values andstrictconsti­
tutionalinterpretation before
thousandsof SouthCarolinians –
helpful ifhe choosestoseek a
higheroffice.
On thelegal front, Wilson has

usedhis office totake stands
similarto thoseof conservative
Republicans nationwide:filing
legal actionstofight transgender
equality bathroomaccess andto
weaken theauthority of the EPA
toenact regulationsenviron­

mentalists sayare needed but big
businessinterests sayare burden­
some.
EvenWilson's losinglegal

stands play well withmany inthe
conservative electorate.
Lastyear,he foughtalong and

failing taxpayer­financed federal
courtbattle tostop the legal­
ization ofsame­sex marriage.
And hisoffice continues tode­
fendadeath penalty appealina
case inwhich afederal judge
overturned theverdict andde­
nounced aprosecutor forcom­
paring ablack defendantto
"King Kong."
"Ithought Wilson had been

doing pretty well, andinsulating
himself fromanycriticism up
until now, but this(current pub­
licity) isasetback,"Clemson's
Woodard said.
"IfWilson has any chinkinhis

armor, that will encouragepeople
tocome outand runagainst
him,"Woodard said.

CODEOF CONDUCT
Manyof the state's10,000­

pluslawyers are watching the
Wilson controversy,saidGreg
Adams,who teacheslegal ethics
at theUniversity of SouthCar­
olinalaw school.
"I'vecertainlyheardanumber

oflawyers,notjustcriminallaw­
yers,talkingabouthiscomments
beingoutofbounds,uncivil,in

violationofouroathofoffice–and
beingunethical,"Adamssaid.
Under thelawyers' codeof

professional conduct, attorneys
canargueacase passionately in
court, but theytake an oath tobe
civiltoeach otheroutside court,
Adams said.
EvenifWilsonwinsthecasein

theSupremeCourtagainstPascoe,
"thelawyerswithwhomI'vetalk­
edhavereachedthejudgmentthat
Wilsonhasnothandledthisina
professionalway,"Adamssaid.
Wilson'sconductcontrastswith

thatofPascoe,whohasmadeno
publiccommentabouttheSu­
premeCourtlitigationandisper­
ceivedas"simplytryingtogetan
issueresolved,"Adamssaid.
WilsonhassaidiftheSupreme

CourtallowshimtofirePascoe,he
wantstheSLEDandStateGrand
Juryinvestigationtogoforward
withanewspecialprosecutor.
ButJohn Crangle, executive

director ofS.C. Common Cause
andalongtimeobserver of ethics
instategovernment, saidthat by
seeking tofire Pascoeand mak­
ingpersonal attacks onhim while
Pascoeis inthe midstofan ongo­
ingpublic corruptioninvestiga­
tion,Wilsonhas handledhimself
poorly –nomatter what hesays.
Thigpen said, "Evenif Alan

winsinthe Supreme Court over
Pascoe, this wholething hastobe
viewed asaminus for him."

Priorities
S.C.AttorneyGeneralAlan
Wilsonhas:

AEmphasized prosecution

of Internet childsexual
predatorsandhuman
traffickers

AProsecuted, throughhis

office andspecial
prosecutor DavidPascoe,
publiccorruption
allegationsagainst former
HouseSpeaker Bobby
Harrell.InOctober2014,
Harrellpleadedguilty to
misuse ofcampaign funds
andresignedfrom office.

AHighlightedcriminal

domesticviolenceas a
major stateissue

ABackedpassage ofEmma's

Law,atougherdrunk
drivingbill

AInvolvedthe statein

federal legal actions
opposing manyofPresident
BarackObama'sinitiatives,
includingObamacareand
bringingGuantanamoBay
prisoners to South Carolina

AboutAlan Wilson
Age: 42

Family:Adoptedsonof U.S. Rep. JoeWilson, R­S.C. Married toJennifer,
with two children

College:FrancisMarion University,1996;University of South Carolina
Law School, 2002

Experience:Attorneygeneral since 2010.Previous workexperience:
clerk to a statejudge,11thJudicial Circuit assistant solicitor andassistant
attorney general.Holds rankof lieutenantcolonel in theNational
Guard; servedayearin Iraq.
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Haley PAC raising
fall campaign cash
ANDREW SHAIN

THE STATE

A pro­Gov. Nikki Haley politi­
cal group has raised $515,000 to
elect legislative candidates this
year that back her agenda.

Great Day SC raised the money
from six contributors, including a
pair who donated to a previous
pro­Haley political group, accord­
ing to a filing provided to The State
newspaper. Only one Great Day SC
contributor was from South Caro­
lina.
Great Day chief Tim Pearson ­

Haley's top strategist, and former
campaign manager and chief of
staff ­ said Great Day SC, formed
in February, is not ready to dis­
close how its money will be spent.
Great Day's filing did not in­

clude any expenditures.
However, Pearson has been

paid more than $1 million tied to
Haley since she first ran for gover­
nor in 2009.

Pearson received $119,000 from
Haley's re­election campaign at
the end of March, according to rec­
ords filed with the sate Ethics
Commission. He had not been paid
by the campaign since May.
Over the past seven years,

Pearson has been paid $607,000 for
running the governor's two cam­
paigns, $270,400 as her chief of
staff in the governor's office and
$179,600 as an adviser to the first
pro­Haley political organization,
The Movement Fund.
Pearson, who left as Haley's

chief of staff in October 2012, re­
mains a presence in Haley's office.
He attends her news conferences

and other events, including up­
dates with public­safety officials
during the October flood.
He did not respond to a request

for comment about his compensa­
tion tied to the governor.
However, John Crangle, state

director for the government
watchdog Common Cause group,
said lawmakers should regulate
how closely nonstate employees,
who do not have to follow state eth­
ics laws, work with the governor's
office.
"It's a political transgender

problem. Who should get access to
the governor's office?" Crangle
said. "She does not let you or I
come into her office and talk about
those matters."
Crangle asked if Pearson has

the security clearance needed to
hear briefings reserved for mem­
bers of Haley's staff.

Pearson does not have a securi­
ty clearance and does not attend
those briefings, the governor's of­
fice said.
After paying Pearson, Haley's

campaign has drawn down almost
all the $539,000 left over in her
2014 re­election account. The cam­
paign had $39,700 remaining in
that account at the end of March,
according to its filings.

Great Day gives Haley a chance
to push her agenda during her sec­
ond and final term as governor.
There are no limits on the contri­
butions the political group, regis­
tered with the Internal Revenue

Service, can accept from individ­
uals and companies.
Pearson declined to say how

Great Day would spend its contri­
butions. But, last month, he said
the group would not back the state
Senate run of state Rep. Stephen
Goldfinch, R­Georgetown, who
voted for a House roads­funding
plan that included raising the state
gas tax.
Other likely targets of Great

Day include Senate President Pro
Tempore Hugh Leatherman, R­
Florence, and Senate Ethics Com­
mittee chairman Luke Rankin, R­
Horry. They have fought Haley's
efforts to increase income disclo­
sure by lawmakers.
Great Day contributors includ­

ed Florida pharmaceutical entre­
preneur Rama Mantena and New
Jersey health care mogul Vivek
Garipalli, who donated $872,000
combined to The Movement Fund,
nearly half of the $1.8 million that
fund raised overall.
Mantena donated $100,000 to

Great Day, while Garipalli kicked
in $250,000.
Other Great Day contributors

included:
" New River Auto Mall of Har­

deeville, $100,000
" Financier Rex Sinquefield of

Westphalia, Mo., $50,000
" Construction equipment deal­

er Yancey Brothers Co. of Austell,
Ga., $10,000
" Creative Solutions Health­

care of Fort Worth, Texas, $5,000
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Manufacturers lookto
youth tobuild laborpool
Manufacturersmingledwith highschoolstudentsat
state conference

Campaign inplacetoencourageyoungpeopletogo
intofactorywork

RUDOLPH BELL

dbell@greenvillenews.com
GREENVILLE
Withfactory jobs more

plentiful thanthey used to
be, thelabor supply has
tightenedfor South Car­
olina's manufacturers.
The situationhas them

reaching outtoyouths in
an effort tomaximize
their chances offinding
enough futureemployees.
The approach wason

display Thursday at the
TD Convention Center
duringthe final day of the
South CarolinaManu­
facturing Conferenceand
Expo.
Manufacturers set up

booths onaconcretefloor
and mingledwith hun­
dreds ofhigh schoolstu­
dents at ajob fair.
Charles Bayles, quality

manager for oneofthe
employers, theMack
Moldingplastic parts fac­
tory inInman,saidhe
made sure tobehonest
with the studentsabout

the nature ofsomefactory
jobs.
"Idon't glamorize it,"

Bayles said."Ilet them
knowthere are somejobs
that are goingtobe inhot
areas ofthe plant."
Atthe same time, he

said, thereare otherjobs
inclimate­controlled ar­
eas.
Bayles saidMackMold­

ingrecently invitedmid­
dle school studentsfor a
factory tour.
"We have Spartanburg

High scheduledtocome
in,"hesaid. "We'real­
ways lookingfor local
talent."
Entry­level operators at

the company areinitially
onthe payrollof acon­
tract labor companyand
make $10ahour. If they
perform well, they eventu­
ally go ontothe Mack
Moldingpayroll andget a
raise to$12.35an hour.
As of March,more than

237,000 SouthCaroli­
nians workedinmanu­
facturing, about 14 per­
cent morethan atthe start
of 2011,according to the
U.S. Bureauof Labor Sta­
tistics.
Lewis Gossett, president

of theSouth Carolina
ManufacturersAlliance,
saidmembers ofthe group
are offering"goodjobs
with great pay andgreat
benefits that will literally
change thelives offam­
ilies allover South Car­
olina.Wejust needto
show that they'rethere
and whatthey're all
about."
Duringapaneldis­

cussion atThursday's
conference, Gossett said
the historical evolutionof
South Carolina's work
forceexplains why some
parents have a negative
perception of factory work
that they pass ontotheir
children.

South Carolinians
"came fromthe fields into
the factories,andwe
didn't wantour kidstogo
back intothe fields,"Gos­
settsaid.
"Then we wentfromthe

factories tograduate
schools, and professional
schools, and white­collar
jobs andwe didn'twant
ourkids togo backtothe
factories. Butnowthe
factories arethe place
where it'shappening."
The manufacturers

alliance earlierthis month
rolled outamarketing
campaign toencourage
young peopleto gointo
manufacturing.
Called South Carolina

Future Makers, thecam­
paign includesvideos of
Gov. Nikki Haley talking
toyoung workersabout
jobs theylanded at com­
panies suchasBMW,
Bridgestone andBoeing.
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South Carolina responds
to EPA lead concerns
NATHANIEL CARY
NCARY@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

South Carolina's water regu­
latory agency told the Environ­
mental Protection Agency it has
asked water systems to share
more information with the pub­
lic about lead sampling results
and the location of lead service
lines but that the state doesn't
have the information and utili­
ties may not have it either.

The response came in a letter
from the Department of Health
and Environmental Control af­
ter the EPA asked every state to
provide answers to a series of
questions about the status of
monitoring for lead in drinking
water following the health cri­
sis in Flint, Michigan.

The EPA asked each state to
work with its public water sys­

tems, especially its largest wa­
ter providers, to increase trans­
parency by providing the public
with an inventory of which cus­
tomers may be receiving water
through lead or partial­lead ser­
vice lines.
Every public water system

was required to complete an in­
ventory when the Lead and Cop­
per Rule went into effect in the
early 1990s, but those surveys
weren't required to be turned
into DHEC and may no longer
exist, said Myra Reece, DHEC's
director of environmental af­
fairs, in a response letter to
DHEC on March 29.

See LEAD, Page 11A

Lead
Continued from Page 1A

"The surveys themselves were not
submitted to the Department and may, or
may not, still exist with the public water
systems after more than 20 years,"
Reece said.
The state has shared the EPA's re­

quest with water systems and is in the
midst of holding Lead and Copper Rule
workshops with systems across the
state, she said.

The response from DHEC to the EPA
came as South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley
said the lead issue had drawn wide­
spread attention and that South Carolin­
ians were concerned about the potential
for lead in their drinking water.
Haley asked DHEC Director Cather­

ine Heigel for a full accounting of its wa­
ter quality monitoring program specific
to lead and a list of communities that
have or are currently experiencing ele­
vated lead levels in drinking water and
DHEC's plan to eliminate the risk of lead
from drinking water systems.

Haley's letter was dated March 18, the
day after an investigation by The Green­
ville News revealed that the water agen­
cy had failed to monitor some water sys­
tems that had shown lead counts above

the EPA action level of 15 parts per bil­
lion.
"Citizens of South Carolina are con­

cerned about the potential for lead con­
tamination in their drinking water as the
negative effects of lead exposure in­
clude developmental delays in children
and organ damage in all exposed," Haley
said in her letter. "We should take this op­
portunity to assure South Carolinians
that the South Carolina Department of
Health and Environmental Control
(DHEC) is diligently performing its role
in monitoring and enforcing safe drink­
ing water standards."
Heigel's response detailed changes

the department was making to its mon­
itoring program post­Flint, many which
were mentioned in The News investiga­
tion. She listed the 28 water systems, all
small or medium­sized rural systems,
which had lead levels that exceeded the
EPA standard.
The state was conducting a study of

each of the 28 systems to determine the
reason for the exceedance, she said.

"One of the goals of the study is to de­
termine whether affordable treatment
options are available for use to reduce
lead below the action level," Heigel said.
DHEC has established an Office of

Rural Water to find solutions to water
and wastewater issues faced by small ru­
ral systems and is conducting follow­up
sampling with each of the 28 water sys­
tems that have had a lead exceedance in
the last five years, said Jennifer Read,
DHEC spokeswoman. The most recent
sampling at 10 of those systems, includ­
ing samples taken at three systems this
year, continue to show exceedances, ac­
cording to DHEC.

Heigel told Haley that DHEC is work­
ing with professional member organiza­
tions to encourage water systems to be
transparent with their data.
Discussions are ongoing with water

systems about the EPA's request that
public water systems put lead­line loca­
tions and sampling data on their web­
sites, DHEC's Read said.

"We will use the feedback we receive
during these discussions to help inform
future policy decisions at the state and
federal level," she said.

At issue is an inventory list of lead or
partial­lead service lines that may not
exist. Greenville Water System told The
News last month it estimated it had few­
er than 3,000 lead "goosenecks" used to
connect service lines to the water main,
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but it didn't know where those lines were
located.
Many service lines in the state were

installed decades ago, and individual pa­
per records may exist on notecards, but
most water systems don't have accurate
counts of the materials in their systems,
officials have said.
After a USA Today Network investi­

gation last month revealed lead levels in
2,000 water systems affecting the drink­
ing water of more than 6 million custom­
ers across the country failed to meet
EPA standards, the EPA asked states to
provide more transparency to custom­

ers about lead sampling results and the
makeup of its service lines.

A drinking water watchdog and affili­
ate faculty member at Virginia Tech,
Yanna Lambrinidou, told the USA Today
Network that the EPA's request is "criti­
cally important" and said resistance
from some states to posting details on­
line was troubling and an impediment to
the public knowing whether utilities are
testing water from the right customers'
taps, meaning those with the lead service
lines that are most likely to have lead­
contaminated water.
When dealing with issues of public

health and safety, "the more transparen­

cy the better," said John Tynan, political
director for Conservation Voters of
South Carolina.
"Given that drinking water is some­

thing that everyone needs, and that there
is the potential for lead to be in it if you're
in certain areas or have certain types of
water, utilities, we would hope, would be
willing to provide the information neces­
sary for homeowners to make informed
decisions easily and quickly," Tynan
said.
Transparency of lead line and sam­

pling data was a topic at a recent DHEC
workshop for public water systems, Ty­
nan said.
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GE opens $73M research center
Manufacturing technology
will be explored at facility
RUDOLPH BELL
DBELL@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

General Electric executive Rick Stan­
ley was waiting for the completion of a
certain project before retiring ­ a new
research center on the company's
Greenville campus.

GE held the grand opening for that fa­
cility, called Advanced Manufacturing
Works, on Friday, clearing the way for
Stanley to retire next week as chief tech­
nology officer for GE Power, the con­
glomerate's largest industrial business
with 38,000 employees and customers
around the globe.
"I wanted to see it through with the

team at the end of my career," said the
58­year­old Stanley, a board member at
the Peace Center and State Ports Author­
ity who plans to stay in Greenville fol­
lowing retirement.
"It's really a happy day for me and

for the company," he said after joining
GE Power CEO Steve Bolze and Gov.
Nikki Haley on stage as part of an elab­
orate ceremony.

GE will use the $73 million, 125,000­
square­foot research center just off

of Feaster Road to develop new manu­
facturing processes and rapidly build
prototypes for various business lines
­ though most of the work will be re­
lated to the power­producing turbines
the company has made in Greenville
since 1968.

High­level GE Power executives gave
news reporters a tour of Advanced Man­
ufacturing Works, showing them various
technologies being explored there. They
include 3D printing, laser drilling, ad­
vanced ceramic composites and autono­
mous robots.

Jeff Connelly, GE Power's vice presi­
dent for global supply chain, said the
idea for the research center surfaced af­
ter Bolze asked him in 2012 to examine
the global capabilities of GE Power.

Consulting with engineering and sup­
ply chain leaders, "The common theme
that I heard was that we don't have the
ability to iterate new ideas when it comes
to manufacturing," said Connelly, who
worked in Greenville in the early 1990s
but is now based at GE Power's head­

quarters in Schenectady, New York.
So GE decided to create a specific

site for exploring technologies with the
potential to dramatically change how
things are made, Connelly said.
Kurt Goodwin, the executive in

charge of Advanced Manufacturing
Works, said the goal is to "keep putting
new processes and manufacturing tech­
nology in the factories, keep making
them competitive, and keep building out
jobs there. That's the real payoff."
GE first announced the research cen­

ter in the summer of 2014. It has filled 48
of 80 planned jobs, Goodwin said.

HEIDI HEILBRUNN/STAFF
GE Power President and CEO Steve Bolze speaks during the celebration of GE's Advanced
Manufacturing Works grand opening in Greenville on Friday.
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Haleyhighlights
effortstohelpformer
prisonersfindjobs
BY SEANNA ADCOX
Associated Press

COLUMBIA

Gov. Nikki Haley told
prisoners Monday a better
lifebeyond the barbed­
wire fencing startswith a
legal job,and it'sher job
tohelp themfindone.
"Every oneofyou de­

serves better.Idon'tknow
what gotyouinhere, but I
knowyoudeserve notto
come back,"she told
about 90 inmates at Man­
ning Correctional In­
stitution inColumbia, a
pre­release center for men
withinsix months of being
released. "Iwant youto
have a jobso you'vegot
somethingthat makes you
feelproductive and wor­
thy ofliving agood life."
Haley wasvisiting the

stateDepartment of Em­
ployment andWorkforce's
"workready initiative"at
Manning.
About450former in­

mateshave completed the
program since its launch
inNovember 2014. Ac­
cording totheagency, 98
report they'recurrently
employed.Exact numbers
andwhere they work are
unknown. Butthe agency
plansto cross­matchwage
recordstobettertrack the
program's results.

The program is intend­
ed tobethe linkbetween
trainingfor ajob andac­
tuallylanding one.
Inmatesat Manning

were alreadylearning
construction tradessuch
as brick masonry and
carpentry. The initiative
added the teachingof
computer, interviewand
"life" skills­such as
proper attireand howto
explain their incarcer­
ation. Inmatesalso crafta
resume andapplyfor jobs
online. Someinmates
have been inprison so
long, they don'tknow how
towork acomputer, said
Department of Correc­
tions DirectorBryan Stir­
ling.
"Before, they wouldstill

have job training,but we
would basically givethem
abus ticket anddrop them
offat the bus station and
have themfend forthem­
selves," hesaid.
Only inmates imprison­

ed for non­violentoffens­
es qualifyfor theprogram.
Other criteriainclude
having adiscipline­free
record and aGED or high­
schooldiploma. Nearly
470are currently enrolled.
The program is toonew

for Corrections tohave a
recidivism rate forpartici­
pants.
Butif an ex­offender

gets a job,they're much
less likelyto commit
crimes for money,Stirling
said.
The program is "good

not onlyfor these folksbut
for publicsafety," he said.
"Ifthey're workingand
busy,they won'tget in
trouble."
The employment agen­

cyis asking employers to
give ex­prisoners a
chance. So far, they'veput
200 businesseson the
"second chance"list.
Incentives "tohelp em­
ployers feelmorecomfort­
able" includefederal tax
credits, afederal insur­
anceprogram andon­the­
jobtraining credits,said
DEW DirectorCheryl
Stanton.
Ofthe roughly900

inmates releasedfrom
prisons statewide month­
ly,100 of themleavefrom
Manning, Stirling said.
While the program is

limited, last month Cor­
rectionsbegan registering
every prisoner inDEW's
database for jobseekers as
they'rereleased, hesaid.

Haley saidthe pro­
gram's stillbeing devel­
oped, but the ultimate
goal is that "everyperson
who leavesthe fencehasa
job" waiting forthem.
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SouthCarolinaGov. NikkiHaley talks atManningCorrectionalinstitutionMonday in
Columbiatoinmateswhoarescheduledtobereleased.
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SC lawmakersdown
to thewireto pass bills
Lawmakershave untilMay1to approve legislation,
sending themtootherchamber

Sen. LeeBright'stransgenderbillamong proposals
likelytofizzle out

Planstobanabortionat 20weeks stalledbut only
temporarily,supporter says

BY JAMIESELF

jself@thestate.com
Lawmakersin the

Houseand Senatehave
oneweek leftto pass bills
fromone chamber tothe
other beforetheir policy
hopes are ­almostcer­
tainly ­dashedfor this
legislative session.

NextSunday is the
crossover deadline. If a
billfails topass ineither
the Houseor Senateand
cross thelobby tothe
otherchamber by that
date, it will needasteep
two­thirds vote justto stay
alive.
A look at proposals that

needavote this weekto
beat theodds:
IMPROVINGRURAL
SCHOOLS
Operating inthe shadow

of aschoolequity lawsuit,
statelawmakers intro­
ducedahandfulof bills
this year aimedat improv­
ingthe state's ailingK­12
public schools, deemed
unconstitutional bythe
S.C. Supreme Court two
years ago.
Several proposals have

cleared theHouse, in­
cluding defining whata
S.C. high­school graduate
should knowandgiving
the S.C. Department of
Educationauthority to
take over aschooldistrict
infinancially direstraits.
Butthe billlikely to

have the most impacton
the bankaccounts of poor,
ruralschool districts only
justpassed committee last
Tuesday and hitthe
House floor.
Firstproposed byGov.

Nikki Haley,the billwould
commit upto$200 mil­
lionayearin statespend­
ingtohelp school districts
renovate andbuildschool
facilities.
Givenits broad support,

the billlikely willclear the
House thisweek andsail
smoothly into theSenate.

FIXING S.C.ROADS
Lastweek, the Senate

Finance Committee OK'd
abill that would spend an
added $315million on
roads, including$200

million ayear toborrow
morethan 10timesthat
amountfor roads.
The Senateand House

have passed their own
preferred roadspending
plans, but the chambers
have failed toagree ona
singlepath forward.
SenateMinority Leader

Nikki Setzler, D­Lexing­
ton,saidhe'dlike tosee
the Senatepass its roads
planand sendit to the
House thisweek. That's
the surestway tomake
sure "there's noslipbe­
tweenthe lip and thecup"
onaroadsfix beforethe
legislative session ends.

TRANSGENDER
BATHROOM BILLHAS
STEEPCLIMB
StateSen. Lee Bright's

billto requiretransgender
people touse thebath­
room assigned totheir
biologicalbirth sex has
oneweek toget tothe
Senatefloor and pass
there toavoidthe cross­
over deadline.

The SpartanburgRepub­
lican needsnine votes
fromSenate General
Committee membersto
bringthe billdirectly to
the Senatefloor, skipping
acommittee vote.Bright
saidFriday heneedsthree
morevotes towardthat
nine.
Evenif Brightsucceeds,

Democrats saythey will
block the billonthe Sen­
ate floor.

DISTURBING SCHOOLS
One offour bills that

would changethe state's
disturbing schoolslaw,
which allows lawenforce­
ment toarreststudents for
misbehavior, managed to
get ahearing last week.
Butthe bill's chances of

being passedthis year
tookahit whenaHouse
paneldecided toholdonto
it for anotherweek to
make somechanges. That
ends thebill's chance of
getting a Housevote be­
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BILLS
fore Sunday'scrossover
deadline.
The panel's chairman,

DavidWeeks, D­Sumter,
saidit's possiblethebill
couldgo directlytothe
floor.
ButHouse Judiciary

Chairman GregDelleney,
R­Chester, saidthat is
unlikelybecause itwould
require theunanimous
consent ofthe GOP­con­
trolled Housetobring the
proposal tothe floor for a
vote.
Time isrunning out for

alllegislation introduced
inthis session, Delleney
said."Anything filed in
the secondyear ofatwo­

year sessionthat has con­
troversy init doesn'tmake
it."

ABORTION AT 20
WEEKSIS NOT YET
BANNED
Morethanamonth has

passedsince Delleney said
hewas certain the S.C.
Housewould vote tosend
abill banning abortionat
20 weeksand later to
Haley'sdesk.
The billpassed the

House71­22inFebruary.
The Senatethenpassed
the bill, makingsome
changesto providefor
exceptions.
Now,Delleney needs83

of theHouse's 124 mem­

bersto OKaHouse­Sen­
ate compromise onthe
bill, alreadyapproved by
the Senate.
So what'sholding upthe

bill?
Attendance.
"We've had alotof

peopleout for sickness
andbusiness andother
reasons," Delleneysaid.
Delleneyhas triedtwice

toget the compromise
approved,failing byone
vote the firsttimeand by
three votes the second
timein achamber made
upof 78Republicans and
46Democrats.
Delleneysaidhe willtry

again inthe nextcouple of
weeks.Meanwhile, hehas

been countingvotes,
working toholdonto the
support hehas.
Efforts topersuade are

going theotherway, too.
Both sidesare talkingto

everybodythey can, said
stateRep. James Smith,
D­Richland,who opposes
the abortionlegislation.
"Ifyoulook at the votes,
many timesthere are
Republicans whohappen
not tobethere. It'snot
justa'no' vote that is
helpful. ...Simply not
voting gets us there."

CassieCope contributed.
JamieSelf: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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Education important in preventing sexual assault, abuse
BY SUSAN SELDEN
Guest columnist

Last month, Gov. Nikki
Haley issued a proclamation

recogniz­
ing April
as Sexual
Assault
Awareness
Month. She
was quoted
as saying,
"Sexual as­
sault is one
of the most
devastating

crimes in our society today,
with victims often suffering
lifelong pain from physical
injury and serious emotional
trauma."
For the 828 people in Aiken

County who reported being
sexually assaulted last year,

they could readily agree. The
staff of the Cumbee Center to
Assist Abused Persons pro­
?????????????????????????­
dential services to victims like
these each day, and could give
testimony to the mental and
emotional scars that last well
beyond the physical anguish.
Yet, there are still many more
that never report their victim­
ization to law enforcement or
our center.
At the Aiken City Council

meeting on March 14, Mayor

Rick Osbon and Council
members presented the Cum­
bee Center with a proclama­
tion stating that the City of
Aiken will recognize April
as Sexual Assault Awareness
Month. Councilwoman Lessie
Price read the following
statements from the procla­
mation: "Sexual violence is
widespread and impacts every
person in this community.
????????????????????????????????
women and one in 71 men
will be raped at some point in
their lives. Child sexual abuse
prevention must be a priority
to confront the reality that one
in six boys and one in four
girls will experience a sexual
assault before age 18. Young
people experience heightened
rates of sexual violence, and
youth ages 12 to 17 were two
and a half times as likely to
be victims of rape or sexual
assault. On campus, one in
????????????????????????????
are sexually assaulted during
their time in college."
These statistics are alarm­

ing, but prevention is possible
when everyone is involved
in community education
and awareness. The teal rib­
bons hanging downtown on
Laurens Street and Richland

Avenue represent the support
we offer victims of sexual
violence while advocating for
a new culture that will not al­
low us to remain silent while
harmful attitudes and behav­
iors remain in practice.
Our community educators

are well­prepared to reach out
to middle and high school stu­
dents with the Youth Violence
Prevention Program endorsed
by the S.C. Department of
Health and Environmental
???????????????????????????
the requirements of Erin's
Law, but we have struggled
to make inroads in the pub­
???????????????????????????????
understand the hesitancy to
accept this curriculum that
has been widely used in other
counties while our students
are still suffering the effects
of dating violence, stalking
and sexual harassment.
Sexual assault is not just a

women's issue. It's time for
men to become more aware
of how they can become
involved in making our com­
munities safe for their wives,
mothers, sisters, daughters,
friends and coworkers.
The Cumbee Center will

hold the Walk a Mile in Her
Shoes event which allows men

to raise awareness about the
serious causes, effects and
remediations to men's violence
against women. As the saying
goes, "You can't really under­
stand someone until you've
walked a mile in their shoes."
The Walk a Mile event fea­

tures men wearing red heels
and walking downtown with
Cumbee Center staff and
other interested community
members. Please join us to
show your support on Thurs­
day at 6:30 p.m. on Newberry
Street. You can register at
6:15 p.m. at the Aiken County
Courthouse or pre­register at
http://bit.ly/23JSA7m.
The Cumbee Center offers

free hospital accompaniment,
legal advocacy, case manage­
ment, counseling, emergency
shelter, a 24­hour hotline and
prevention education. Please
call the Cumbee Center at 803
649­0480 or visit www.
cumbeecenter.org if you
would like to learn how you
can partner with us in provid­
ing these services if you need
information.

Susan Selden is executive
director of the Cumber Center
to Assist Abused Persons.

Selden

SC0148 Aiken Standard
Page Number: 14Publication Date: 04/24/2016

Education important in preventing sexual assault, abuse
BY SUSAN SELDEN Guest columnist
40.45 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Aiken, SC    Circulation: 19635

Page: 1

66000-04-24_14002.pdf

County: Aiken



S.C. lawmakers place
road bill in jeopardy
To say that the South Carolina roads

bill has taken the scenic route is a
gross understatement.
It was February 2015 when Rep.

????????????????????????????????????????????
Bill 3579, which sought to address South Caro­
lina's crumbling road system.
H. 3579 wasn't a perfect bill, but it included

several reforms that would've at least increased
road funding while reforming how the state
Department of Transportation and other road­
related agencies function.
?????????????????????????????????????????????­

tered, threatened with vetoes and substantially
altered by a slew of amendments.
The bill's entire future remains in doubt now

that it's stalled in a House conference com­
mittee for reasons we – and voters, we suspect
????????????
The dispute largely revolves around how

commissioners are chosen to serve on the S.C.
Department of Transportation.
According to the Senate version that passed

March 9, the governor would be allowed to
appoint commissioners with Senate approval.
House members added language that said com­
missioners would require House and Senate
approval. Gov. Nikki Haley scolded House
members in a rebuke posted to social media.
"Since the Senate passed a roads bill weeks

ago, the House has known they either work
with the Senate, pass real, good reform, or the
bill dies," Haley said in a Facebook post. "To­
day we learned House leadership has chosen to
pass an amendment they know has zero chance
of becoming law.
"That's a terrible shame, and every South

Carolinian should know that tomorrow, the Re­
publican House of Representatives plans to kill

two years of work and that as a result, there will
be no change in their road conditions anytime
soon," Haley continued.
So much for progress.
The bill's future was already in doubt after

Haley vowed to veto any gas tax increase un­
less it also was accompanied with an income­
tax cut, which doesn't make much sense.
While revenues would probably increase due

to out­of­state drivers paying higher gas taxes,
the net gain would be nominal.
The General Assembly is proposing to in­

crease SCDOT funding by $400 million, but
now the money is supposedly coming from
the general fund. That's a terrible idea since
the general fund is hardly a dedicated funding
source and only a temporary solution. Road
funds should come from a dedicated source.
It doesn't matter who's right or wrong in Co­

lumbia since there's plenty of blame to spread
around. True, the House inserted last­minute
??????????????????????????????????????????????­
tering delayed progress for weeks.
As a result, reforms outlined in H. 3579 in its

current form seem lost in the rear view mirror.
That's a shame since the bill originally featured
some promising elements.
For example, the bill reduced the State Infra­

structure Bank minimum loan cap from $100
million to $25 million, making SIB loans more
attainable for less wealthy counties.
H. 3579 also restructured not only the SC­

DOT, but also the SIB and county transporta­
tion committees, which are funded by proceeds
from state gas taxes.
These reforms are important because there

are legitimate questions about how road fund­
ing has been handled in the past. Better over­
sight is sorely needed. One only has to look
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east to better understand why.
Coastal counties already receiving billions of

dollars through the SIB and other sources have
sought billions more for such big­ticket projects
as I­526 in Charleston County or I­73 in Horry
County. That hardly seems equitable.
Last week, a House conference committee

consisting of prominent lawmakers formed

in an effort to hash out differences in the bill.
Our only hope is that they reach a solution
soon.
South Carolina voters are too smart to fall for

???????????????????????????????????????????????
100 state lawmakers facing election challenges
this year, they'd be wise to settle this legislative
???????????????
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