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Graham: Trump treatmeént of soldier’s family ‘unacceptable’

The Asscociated Press

COLUMBIA, 8.C. — Don-
ald Trump handily won
South Carolina’s Republi-
can primary, and the state
is solidly red, all but certain
to go into his column in the
general election.

But both of the state’s
U.S. senators, both Repub-
licans, are criticizing the
GOP presidential nomi-
nee’s treatment of the par-
ents of a decorated Muslim
Army captain killed in Irag,
with one saying Trump is
treacherously wading into
an area previously un-
touched in politics: criti-
cism of the families of fall-
en soldiers.

“This is going to a place
where we've never gone be-
fore, to push back against
the families of the fallen,”
U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham
told The Associated Press

on Monday. “There used to
be some things that were
sacred in American politics
- that you don't do - like
criticizing the parents of a
fallen soldier even if they
criticize you.”

For the past several days,
Trump has been in a war
of words with the parents
of Capt. Humayun Khan,
who was killed by a sui-
cide bomber in 2004, At
last week's Democratic Na-
tional Convention, his fa-
ther, Khizr Khan, criticized
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Trump’s proposal to tem-
porarily ban Muslims from
entering the country.

Trump has responded by

lashing out at Khan, imply-
ing that his wife, who stood
beside him at the podium,
didn't speak because, as a
Muslim woman, she wasn't
permitted to do so.

In the days since, the

Khans have made the

rounds on television, say-
ing on CNN's “State of the
Union” program Sunday
that Trump “is a black soul”
and calling on congressio-
nal GOP leaders to repudi-
ate Trump’s comments.

In statements released
Sunday, Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell
and House Speaker Paul
Ryan condemned any criti-
cism of Muslim Americans
whoservetheircountryand
rejected the idea of a Mus-
lim travel ban — an idea
proposed by Trump earlier
in the campaign. But nei-
ther statement mentioned
Trump by name or repudi-
ated him.

“The problem is, ‘unac-
ceptable’ doesn't even be-
gin to describe it,” Graham
said further, of Trump's
handiing of the situation.
The former presidential
contender has said he'll

support neither the billion-
aire businessman nor Hill-

ary Clinton in November,

Tim Scott, South Caroli-
na’s junior senator, initially
supported Marco Rubio’s
presidential bid, ultimately
reluctantly saying he would
support the party’s eventu-
al nominee. Contacted by
AP on Monday, Scott said
Gold Star families like the
Khans “deserve our utmost
respect and admiration.”

Not mentioning Trump
by name, Scott went on to
seemingly characterize the
entire kerfuffle as a distrac-
tion from the general elec-
tion, on which he said Re-
publicans needed to hone
in, now.

“Heading into November,
our party must have a laser
focus on the issues that will
defeat Hillary Clinton. Pe-
riod,” Scott said.

Rep. Mark Sanford said

in a statement that Trump’s
“seemingly never ending
parade of insults needs
to stop, and the person to

lead that effort will be Mr.
Trump himself.”
Sanford said  while

Trump’s comments draw
media attention that was
useful to his candidacy
when the field was crowd-
ed with 17 candidates, they
don't win the independent
voter who he says it essen-
tial in a two-way contest,
He said the comments are

impacting efforts to bring
party faithful together. .
“It is Mr. Trump who is
making unification of the
party difficult,” Sanford
said. “Each new alterca-
tion brings with it more
concern from the voters I
speak with on why unifica-
tion around him is growing
more and more difficult...”
Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster,

the first elected official to
back Trump’s candidacy
and who gave a nominat-
ing speech at the Repub-
lican National Conven-
tion, did not immediately
return messages seeking
comment on the situa-
tion. Todd Rutherford, the
leader of South Carolina’s
state House Democrats,
on Monday called on both
McMaster and Gov. Nikki
Haley to pull their support
of Trump.

Haley, who, like Scott,
supported Rubio, has been
critical of Trump but that
she would back the GOP
nominee, On Monday, the
governor — whose hus-
band is in the South Caro-
lina National Guard — told
AP the Kahn family has
“the standing to say what-
ever they want in the politi-
cal process and should not
face criticism for it.”
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The Post and Courier of Charleston
on ethics reform in the state

he odds against meaningful ethics reform in our state,

like the odds against the Gamecocks winning a South-

eastern Conference football championship, have long
been dauntmg

Yes, in June Gov, Nikki Haley signed two ethics reform bills
passed by the General Assembly. But those measures, while
advancing needed changes on a couple of fronts, still fell short
of the full-accountability goal line.

Maybe the Legislature will gain more ethics ground next
year.

However, its focus should be on somethmg more substan-
tial than nitpicking USC's practice of giving governors use of
season football tickets and Williams-Brice Stadium executive
suites at the Gamecocks’ home games.

The State Ethics Commission ruled last September the
governor could use the tickets and suite for any purpose,

_providing the “priority” was state-related. Then on July 20, the
commission revised that decision.

As we reported the next day, Ethics Commission attorney
Michael Burchstead explained the update: “Rather than saying

‘using the tickets for state-related purposes is a priority,’ the
opinion states these tickets need to be used for state-related
purposes, period.”

. However, commission member Frank Grimball, who had

. asked for the review of last year’s opinion, found the change

' msufﬁment He wanted the rule to restrict use of the tickets to

“economic development.”

Chaney Adams, a spokeswoman for the governor, said

Wednesday that as in previous gubernatorial administrations,
Haley has strictly used the suite “for state-related purposes, -

- including economic development and business recruitment,
because there’s no better way to showcase the great things go-
ing on in our state.” -

- Haley, a Clemson graduate, also has a Death Valley suite,

_ pnmded by that university’s board members and others, for

. the Tigers” home games,

And as ]ong as those tickets and suites for either school 5
~‘games aren't being sold to benefit Ha.ley or anybody else, this

gubernatorial perk hardly seems excessive or corrupting.

- Instead, it seems like a home-field advantage for the state’s

, top elected official in the big game of bringing more business
investment — and good jobs — to South Carolina.

County: Marion Page: 1

63186-08-03_A6001.pdf



SC0148 Journal-Scene

newz Publication Date: 08/03/2016 Page Number: A1 —

JOURNAL SCENE
ridt o be

grpu pSM Title: Nisbet pleads to breach of peace s e s
Author: BY JENNA-LEY HARRISON jharrison@journalscene.com
Size: 15.5 column inches

Summerville, SC Circulation: 5929

Nisbet pleads to
breach of peace

BY JENNA-LEY HARRISON
jharrison@journalscene.com

Former Dorchester County of $332.50.
coroner Chris Nisbet pleaded  Nisbet was charged with
guilty Tuesday to breach of misconduct in office in Sep-
peace, according to the county  tember, after a SLED investi-
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court website.

He was ordered to pay afine See NISBET, Page 4A

Nisbet

from page 1A
tion, and indicted by a grand
Jury Oct. 1, the same day Gov.
Nikki Haley removed him
from office. National Action
Network had asked Haley to
remove him.

Nisbet was accused of pull-

ing a gun on his unarmed black
neighbor Leroy Fulton in Au-
gust and wsing racial slurs dur-
ing a 911 call. Nisbet said in a
police report that he watched
Fulton put a gun to a repo
man’s head at Fulton’s home,
then Nisbet chased Fulton in

Nisbet

his county vehicle to an area
in front of Doty Park. Nisbet
pulled the gun on Fulton after
he said he saw Fulton holding

an object, later identified as a
cell phone, according to police.
Fulton told officers he never
had a gun, and officers never
located one.

Magistrate Katrina Patton
served as interim coroner un-
til Haley appointed Deputy
Coroner Alice Durr as head of
the office until the November
election. Nisbet has already
resigned from office.
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High costs and bad roads
mean corruption at DOT

To say that there is corruption in the South
Carolina Department of Transportation is like
saying its dark at night,

The guestion is will the current ‘reform’ effort
shed any light in the darkness or is this simply
the case of the day following the night - only to
see the darkness return. We'll see.

State highway departments, especially in the
South, have been notoriously corrupt since the
1930s when states first began to spend signifi-
cant money to pave dirt roads. To adapt a saying
from the Watergate era, corruption 'follows the
money' and highway department budgets (and
corruption) skyrocketed to meet the demands
for better roads by votes that were no longer
content to be stuck in the mud - literally.

Last week Attorney General Alan Wilson ob-
tained five indictments for corruption against
former DOT employees and their friends.

Now, Folks is not without his critics (us in-
cluded on some other issues) and he is often
guilty of overblown rhetoric but for years he has
relentlessly and fearlessly chronicled the abuse
at DOT and the politicians who have benefited.
Make your own judgment - go to FitsNews.com
and search ‘DOT corrupticn’ but you had better
pack a lunch as it's going to take you a while to
get through it all

Setting aside all of the specific abuses that
Folks chronicles, let's focus on the three big is-
sues: the money, the roads and the reform ef-
forts.

First the money. The S.C. Department of
Transportation spends a lot of money - $1.6
billion last year. And, despite recent tough
eccnomic times for the state, relatively speak-
ing the DOT has continued to make out like a
bandit. According to a recent story in The State
newspaper entitled ‘How S.C.'s Leaders Have
Failed South Carolinians’ (I strongly encourage
vou to Google the story and read it) over the last
10 years “Counting federal and state money the
state Department of Transportation {spending)
... has increased to $1.6 billion from $1 billion,
including a $49.9 million increase in money

61135-08-03_A4001.pdf

from the state’s general fund.”

This amounts to a 63 percent increase for the
DOT from the 2007-8 budget until today. At the
same time, there were huge reductions in other
departments: -27 percent for the Dept. of Health
and Environmental Control, - 25 percent for
higher education, -24 percent in funds for local
governments, -10 percent for K-12 funding, etc.
Clearly the highway boys {and girls) have their
friends in the legislature who protect them.

Second, the roads. We spend lots of money
on roads but look what we get - great roads,
right? Wrong - anyone who has driven in our
state knows how bad the roads are.

Our roads are literally killing us - 5.C. was tied
with West Virginia as the state with the deadli-
est roads - according to last year’s authoritative
study by the National Transportation Research
Group.

The roads are so bad that a couple of years
ago Pete Selleck, chairman and president of
Greenville-based Michelin North America, said
South Carolina's roads are in such bad shape
the company might have to consider other loca-
tions for expansion. “The roads in this state are
a disgrace,” he said.

- Third, the reform. The question is are things

going to change? The answer is maybe, possi-
bly, a little, in time ... but don't count on it.

The road bill passed by the legislature this
year supposedly had some significant reform
provisions. Here's what Gov. Haley said of the
so-called reforms, “A lot of elected officials went
home and said, ‘We got you roads. Rah rah! You
know, 'Re-elect us. We did a great thing." And
the muth of the matter is I think we stepped
back a decade.”

We don't need more studies; we need more
indictments.

More simple math: Corruption + Inaction
= More Corruption + More Bad Roads + More
Deaths

“This quest editorial was submitted by Charleston businessman Phil Nable.

OPINION
Maybe we'l find out
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Despite Governor's Plea,
Pokémon Go Still Absent
from S.C. State House

By Eva Moore

Five days after nearly all the PokéStops
and the Pokémon gym disappeared from the
grounds of the South Carolina State House,
we're still no closer to knowing what hap-
pened.

Gaming company Niantic released
Pokémon Go, an augmented reality game for
smartphones, to wild success in July. And
for the rest of the month, the grounds of the
State House teemed with players day and
night. PokéStops - locations where play-
ers can collect Poké Balls and other game
tokens, and plant lures to attract Pokémon —
are often pegged to real-world historic sites
and monuments. And since the grounds of
the State House are teeming with such his-
toric sites, it was an especially fertile place for
PokéStops. There was also a Pokémon gym

— where players’ Pokémon face off against
each other — at the statue of Strom Thur-
mond on the south side of the State House.

" But on July 29, those features vanished
from the game’s map.

Niantic hds not responded to a request
for comment. And nobody Free Times has
spoken with appears to have any ideas what
had happened,

A spokesperson for the state Depart-
ment of Administtation, which oversees the
grounds, says her department doesn’t know
what happened. And Sgt. Shawn Crosby,
State House supervisor for the $.C. Bureau
of Protective Services, says his bureau hadn't
received any complaints about people play-
ing Pokémon Go on the grounds. -

“Nothing I'm aware of,” Crosby says.
“Nothing from a law enforcement stand-
point.” -

Longtime state Sen. John Courson, a
Richland County Republican who serves
on a Senate committee that oversees the
grounds, says he has no knowledge of why
Pokémon Go vanished from the State House.

“I don’t,” Courson says. “Frankly, I must

be totally candid: I don’t understand the
Pokémon game. I've never played it, so I
don’t have any real understanding of the
game, nor why what occurred at the State
House happened. ... I serve on the State
House committee, but that is not a decision
that was made by the State House commit-
tee.”

There’s one state official who very much
wants PokéStops returned to the State House.
Gov. Nikki Haley tweeted a request 1o Nian-
tic to restore the game.

“ @NianticLabs South Carolina always
welcomes everyone to our Statehotise. We -
ask that you lift any recent #pokemongo
restrictions!” Haley tweeted Friday.

(Tronically, Haley herself ordered the
state police to arrest 19 Occupy Columbia
protesters on the State House grounds in
2011, The protesters sued the state, and the
case was settled at a cost to taxpayers of half
a million doHars.) )

‘There’s some precedent for vanishing
PokéStops, Users can submit requests on
Niantic’s website to remove PokéStops and
gyms. And last week, Niantic reportedly
removed PokéStops from some “sensitive”
locations, such as the 9/11 memorial fountain
in New York City.

In North Carolina, the town of Rocky
Mount has lobbied Niantic to wipe 134
PokéStops off its map, including not only
“electrical substations, fire stations, wastewa-
ter treatment plants and the like,” according
to local station WRAL, but also “all parks,
the Rocky Mount Sports Complex, and the
Imperial Centre for the Arts and Sciences.”

(Thie town later revised its request and will
now allow the game in public parks.)

Meanwhile, here in Columbia, there's one
remaining PokéStop on the far south side of
the State House grounds: the Women of the
Confederacy monument.

Chris Trainor contributed t this story:
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Haley Defends
Gold Star Parents

Gov. Nikki Haley has come to the defense
of Khizr and Ghazala Khan, Muslim im-
migrants whose son was killed fighting for
the U.S. in the Middle East. The Khans have
been heavily criticized by GOP presidential
nominee Donald Trump and his supporters
following their speech at the Democratic Na-
tional Convention. “As a member of a military
family; and the governor of a proud military
state that has been recognized as the most
patriotic, my heart and my unending thanks
go out to the Khan family for their enormous
sacrifice for our country,” Haley said. “As far
as I'm concerned, they have the standing to
say whatever they want in the political process
and.should not face criticism for it.”

— Chris Trainor
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Changes to SC Deer
Hunting Coming in 2017

The 2017 deer hunting season in South Carolina will see changes
to deer hunting across the state due to legisfation signed into law this
past legislative term by Governor Nikki Haley. In fact, State Rep. Bill
Hixon, Chatrman of the House’s Wildlife Subcommittee and co-spon-
sor of the bill Gov. Haley signed into law, referred to it in a recent in-
terview with The Advertiser as a “piece of massive deer legisiation.”
Omne of the biggest changes coming is that, starting in 2017, all deer
harvested must be tagged. Another big change will be seen is harvest
limits on bucks which will, for the first time, be the same across the
state.

I 2017, when resident hunters purchase a hunting license they will
be given 8 date specific antler-ess (doe) tags and 3 unrestricted buck
tags. The doe tags received will only be good for the date listed on
them and will not carry over to other dates. The date on those tags
will coincide with the antler-less days assigned in each of the 4 game
zones, In Game Zone 1, there will be 3 doe days. In Game Zones 2-4,
there will be 8 assigned doe days. Therefore, if a tag is not used on its
assigned date, hunters can just throw it away as it will no longer be any
good. However, resident hunters will have the option 1o purchase 2 ad-
ditional buck tags and 4 additional doe tags. These tags will be avail-
able for $5 each. With the additional tags available for separate pur-
chase, however, the buck tags will have restrictions; bucks harvested
with these tags must have 4 points on one antler or a minimum of a 12
inch inside spread. Additionally, whereas doe tags provided with licens-
¢s are date-specific, those available for additional purchase are not.

In addition to the new tagging system, there will be a new statewide
harvest limit. Only 5 bucks may be harvested a year across the state.
Daily limits will be set at 2 bucks and 2 does a day. Also, due to the re-
strictions previously outlined with the additional buck tags available for
purchase, two of the total five bucks allowed a year will have resttic-
tions placed on them.

As for non-resident hunters, they will be charged 350 for their first
buck tag. Those hunters will be allowed to purchase up to 3 more buck
tags.at $20 each. -However, two of those four must be restricted tags
that carry the aforementioned harvested buck restrictions. Non-resi-
dent hunters will be allowed to purchase up to 4 antler-less (doe) tags
at $10 each.

In response to how these new changes will be enforced, Rep. Hixon
warned to expect a higher presence of game wardens at all processors.
“When you pull up thers, it better be tagged,” Hixon cautioned, add-
ing, “They are going to be checking.” Of the new changes, Hixon also
said, “It’'ll be interesting to see how it works.” He said that after imple-
mentation, “We'll see what changes need to be done, if any.” Hixon as-
sured, “If it doesn’t work, we’ll change it.”

Tiffani freland

Fdaeficld
Aduertiser
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The new county auditor. Jim Coleman, center, takes the oath of office July 26 as the new Au-
ditor for Laurens County, with his wife Nancy standing by. The oath was administered by County
Attorney Sandy Cruickshanks. A former chairman of Laurens County Councit, Coleman won
the Republican primary June 14 for the Auditor position vacated by the retirement of Sally Lan-
caster. Coleman has no opposition in the November General Election, and was appointed by
Gov. Nikki Haley to immediately fill the vacant position. - Photo by Vic MacDonald
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RCES to offer after
school tutoring

Sarah Sandifer
Reporter

Richard Carroll Elementary
School Principal Stacey Walter
announced that RCES will olfer
an after school tutoring program
for the fifth and sixth grade
students this upcoming school
year, In her report, Walter stated
that “afier conversing with
Innersole (through Dawn Staley
of USC) and Governor Hayley's
Original Six Foundation, we will
offer after school tutoring
beginning September 6th”. This
program will run  Monday-
Thursday from 2:45-5:00pm.
Students  will focus  on
homewaork and the program will
target arcas of weakness in
reading and math. Each
semester, students will take a
field trip, one to a USC {ootball
game, the other to a USC

basketball game. RCES is one of’

four schools in the state that was
chosen for this partnership, with
the hope of expanding the
program to other grade levels
cach year.

RCES also had
approximately 100 students Lo
participate in  the summer
reading and math programs. The
students experienced hands on
investigative science activities
and field trips.

On Monday August [st,
Bamberg  Ehrhardt Middle
School hosted a mentoring
program led by Stephen
McMillan and Antonio Moody.
The program was designed for

kids from 4th-8th grade, to be
big brothers for the kids in the
community. School supplies
were given to the kids whe
attended.  Dr. Glover  alse
reported that seventh grade
orientation will be August 9th
from 6-7:30pm

Bamberg- Ehrhardt High
School  DPrincipal,  Randy
Maxwell stated thot he was very
pleased with the success of the
altendance and credit recovery
classes that were offered thix
summer. He reported that 76
students attended and conpleted
attendance recovery  and
received credit for 2nd semester
courses. Y Students completed
credit recovery and received
credit for 2nd semester courses,
while 5 studenis completed
initial credit courses in  the
sumimmer  school  program.
Maxwell noted that Junior and
Senior registration is August 3id
beginning at 8:30 for Juniors and
1:00 pm for Seniors. Sophomore
registration is August 4th, and
Freshmen Orientation will be
Wednesday  August  10th
beginning at 5:30pm. Maxwel
also reporied that the varsity
football team participated in the
Cam Newton Foundation 7 on 7
competition in Charlotte NC and
Rock Hill SC, July 14-T6th. He
also reporied that Coach Corey
Crosby, BE  defensive  and
strength couach, was able o work
with-the USC football team as
an interim coach in strength and
conditioning over the summer.
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Graham: Trump treatment of soldier’s family ‘unacceptable’

The Associated Press

COLUMBIA — Donald Trump
handily won South Caroclina’s
Republican primary, and the
state is solidly red, all but cer-
tain to go into his column in the
‘general election.

But both of the state’s U.S.
senators, both Republicans, are
criticizing the GOP presiden-

tial nominee’s treatment of the.

parents of a decorated Muslim
Army captain killed in Iraq, with
one saying Trump is treacher-
ously wading into an area pre-
viously untouched in politics:
criticism of the families of fallen
soldiers. :
“This is going to a place where
we've never gone before, to push
back against the families of the
fallen,” U.S. Sen. Lindsey Gra-
ham told The Associated Press
on Monday. “There used to be
some things that were sacred
in American politics — that you
don't do — like criticizing the
parents of a fallen soldier even

if they criticize you.”

For the past several days,
Trump has been in a war of
words with the parents of Capt.
Humayun Khan, who was killed
by a suicide bomber in 2004,
At last week's Democratic Na-
tional Convention, his father,
Khizr Khan, criticized Trump’s
proposal to temporarily ban
Muslims from entering the
country,

Trump has responded by lash-
ing out at Khan, implying that
his wife, who stood beside him
at the podium, didn't speak be-
cause, as a Muslim woman, she
wasn't permitted to do so.

In the days since, the Khans
have made the rounds on tele-
vision, saying on CNN’s “State

County: Florence
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of the Union” program Sunday
that Trump “is a black soul” and
calling on congressional GOP
leaders to repudiate Trump's
comments,
Instatementsreleased Sunday,
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell and House Speaker

Paul Ryan condemned any criti-
cism of Muslim Americans who
serve their couniry and rejected
the'idea of a Muslim travel ban
— an idea proposed by Trump
earlier in the campaign. But
neither statement mentioned
Trump by name or repudiated
him.

“The problem is, ‘unaccept-
able’ doesn't even begin to de-
sctibe it,” Graham said further,
of Trump’s handling of the situ-
ation. The former presidential
contender has said he’ll support
neither the billionaire business-
man nor Hillary Clinton in No-
vember.

Tim Scett, Scuth Carolina’s ju-
nior senator, initially supported
Marco Rubio’s presidential bid,
ultimately reluctantly saying he
would support the party’s even-
tual nominee. Contacted by AP
on Monday, Scott said Gold Star
families like the Khans “deserve
our utmost respect and admira-
tion.”

‘Not mentioning Trump by

name, Scott went on to seem-
ingly characterize the entire
kerfuffle as a distraction from
the general election, on which
he said Republicans needed to
hone in, now.

“Heading into November, our
party must have a laser focus on
theissues that will defeat Hillary
Clinton.Period,” Scottisald.

Rep. Mark Sanford said in a
statement that Trump's “seem-
ingly never ending parade of
insults needs to stop, and the
person to lead that effort will be
Mr. Trump himself.”

Sanferd said while® Trump’s
comments draw media at-
tention that was useful to his
candidacy when' the field was
crowded with 17 candidates,
they don't win the independent
voter who he says is essential in
a two-way contest. He said the
comments are impacting efforts
to bring party faithful fogether.

“It is Mr. Trump whe is mak-
ing unification of the party dif-
ficult,” Sanford said. “Fach new

altercation brings with it more
concern from the voters I speak
with on why unification around
him is growing more and more
difficult...”

Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster,
the first elected official to back
Trump’s candidacy and who
gave a nominating speech at the
Republican National Conven-
tion, did not immediately return
messages seeking comment on
the situation. Todd Rutherford,
the leader of South Carolina’s
state House Democrats, on
Monday called on both McMas-
ter and Gov. Nikki Haley to pull
their support of Trump.

Haley, who, like Scott, sup-
ported Rubio, has been critical
of Trump but that she would
back the GOP nominee. On
Monday, the governor — whose
husband is in the South Caro-
lina National Guard — told AP
the Kahn family has “the stand-
ing to say whatever they want in
the political process and should
not face criticism for it.”
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