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SURJECT: Progress Beport on Optometric Edvcation
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The Task Force on Optomstric Tducation, formed by =nd reportins
Education Authority, is corntinuing an assesszent of need for a sr
state regional school of cptometry that would be established at the Medical
University of South Carolina to serve students froz the states of Gzorgia,’
¥orth Carolina, and South Carolina. The izplementzsion of tha =ssessment
has been delegated to a Cocmicttee om Xeed with dlvsrse repressntztion, io-
cluding professional staif from the Division of Fazszarch and Stacistical
Earvices, representatives of the Health Systems ~ze

in health care planning, nechers from the Commissicn on Highsr Zducation,
representatives of primacy wvisien care {optometry azd ophthaloeiogy), and
others. The initial meeting was held on January 12. Study papars were pre—
sented on the nuzbérs, distribution, age profile, =ad work proiiles of optome-
trists and ophthalmologists in South Carolinz. = minary Tepdris wars

cade on the status of vision care of patients in zh locatiens as tha school
systems, penal institutions, mental hezlth institviions, =nd othars. Addi-
tionzl meetings have baan scheduled for February 1f and March © znd z report
is planned for the Healt: Zducztion Authority on March 22 2péd tha Cozission
on April 7.
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Prospects for Federal Tundine

¥r., Clair Huantington (Assistant te the Fresident Zor Plaoning 2xi Imstitutionszl
Research, MUEC) and I made &n appointment a2t the tztional Imstitutes of Fealth,
Bethesda, Marylarnd, te meet with Dr. Xathan Uatzoaz, Assoclate Tizestor of
fegional Programs, Bureaw of Health lanpower, Ee : Besources scoinistration,
DEEY, concerning the prospscts for federal assistaz:ze for the comstructieon
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(3) In order to meet the cvele, 2 lazzar of
intent would have to Dz ready for miteel oy oid-Maweh or eeriy
2zril of 1977, 2nd the applicztion would have 2z be ready ic suTzi
kv Septexzher 1 For cthese rezsons, the Optomatzie Task Force azd
the Interstate Planninz Committes are making every eifort to exzadice

their work.
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Tipancial Plan

Representatives of the highsr aducationzl agencies
and South Carolina, and froa MUSC and the Seuthern
met in Columbia on January 11 and 21 to prepars a finan
besn entitlsd "Proposad Plan of the State of South larol
the Tri-State Regional School of Optometry." This plan

the meeting of ths Interstzts Planning Committes om Optoms
be held =t the Medical University of South Carolinz on J
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Comtingent upon acceptance of the proposed finznei=1 plan,
the Commission, we recommend that a copy be sent To ths T&Eical
further consideration there.
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We anticipate that the proposed plan will be 1::-1'--$,~,='-:.:e-J to the Commission at
its March cesting for formal consideration, after the ¥adical University has
cocpleted its study and any revisions that may seen appropriate.




