
Gun reciprocity
legislation passes
BY CHRISTINA CLEVELAND

Aiken Standard

A bill that would allow
South Carolina and Geor­

gia concealed weapons
permit holders to lawfully
carry between the states
was signed by Gov. Nikki
Haley.
The bill passed the S.C.

Senate by a 35­3 vote
Wednesday.
Rep. Bill Hixon, R­North

Augusta, the bill's primary
sponsor, said Thursday the
Senate's vote was the
"most wonderful thing" to
have happened.
"I had tremendous help

from all my House mem­
bers, the Senate Demo­
crats and Republicans,
House Democrats and

Republicans, the National
Wild Turkey Federation,
Congressman (Jeff) Dun­
can," Hixon said, "Many
many people wanted this

done."
Hixon has long said the

issue is important to Geor­
gians and South Caroli­
nians who live along the
states' border, including
his constituents in Aiken

County.
Supporters of the bill

have also described CWP

holders mostly as law
abiding and Hixon said
Georgia's permit applica­
tion is more in­depth than
the application in the Pal­
metto State.

Those who oppose the
measure have pointed out
that Georgia does not
require training for per­
mits.

Georgia's law will not
change as the state recog­
nizes permits for residents
of any state that also recog­
nizes Georgia, Hixon said.
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S.C. LEGISLATURE

Ethi cs reforms sta led
after years of debate
House, Senate disagree on when
to make ethics investigations
public

Independent investigations,
tcome disclosure could be
adopted during mid­June
session; little progress made on
other proposals

House leaders question whether
Senate really wants to pass
reforms

BY JAMIE SELF

jself@thestate.com

After four years of debate
about how to strengthen the
state's ethics laws, S.C. law­
makers might pass two changes
to the rules governing public
officials' behavior later this
month.

Maybe.
Dozens of ethics bills have

been introduced since late 2012,
when Gov. Nikki Haley formed
a blue­ribbon committee to

evaluate state laws governing
how public officials should be­
have.

But out of the nearly two doz­
en recommendations made by
that panel, only two have a
chance of becoming law four
years later, when the Legislature
wraps up its work during its
mid­June veto session.
Critics say the state Senate is

to blame for the lack of progress.
The House has passed more
than a dozen ethics­related bills,
sending them to the Senate,
where most have died.

Even if lawmakers give final
approval later this month to the
two bills near the finish line,
good­
government groups say the
state's ethics laws still will need
more work.

"Dark­money disclosure ­ that
is a really serious problem and
it's getting worse," said John
Crangle with Common Cause of
South Carolina, referring to
secretive groups that raise war
chests to influence elections but

do not disclose their agenda or
donors.

Legislators also need to clarify
the law dictating how campaign

money can be used and when
public officials should abstain
from voting because they have a
conflict of interest, said Lynn
Teague, with the League of
Women Voters.
Lawmakers also should be

barred by law from forming
political action committees that
they can use to raise money and
dole out campaign contributions
to their colleagues. Those com­
mittees ­ now banned by House
and Senate rules but not by law ­
can wield excessive influence

over the legislative process,
critics say.

SEE ETHICS, 9A

Q MORE INSIDE
Gov. Nikki Haley signs more than 40 bills
into law. 3A
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ETHICS
FROM PAGE 1A
Even if lawmakers pass

the two proposals that
could become law when

they return later this
month, the push for tough­
er ethics rules will be on­

going, Teague added.
"We can't do what we

did after (Operation) Lost
Trust and figure that we
fixed things," she said,
referring to a landmark
federal corruption sting of
S.C. lawmakers more than

two decades ago that re­
sulted in the last major
update to the state's ethics
laws.

ETHICS BILLS HIT
ROADBLOCK
Of the two ethics bills

lawmakers still could pass,
one proposal would end
the practice of state law­
makers exclusively in­
vestigating ethics com­
plaints against themselves,
shifting investigations to a
revamped State Ethics
Commission that support­
ers say will allow inde­
pendent watchdogs to
oversee lawmakers.
Another bill would re­

quire lawmakers to dis­
close some information

about their private in­
come.

Differing versions of
both bills have passed the
House and Senate, and
now are being reviewed by
a panel of lawmakers
tasked with ironing out the
two chambers' differ­
ences.

But the chances of the

bills passing dimmed last
week when an apparent
agreement on the inde­
pendent­investigations bill
fell apart.
The first signs of that

breakdown, said state

House Speaker Pro Tem­
pore Tommy Pope, R­
York, came when senators
insisted last week on

adopting their version of a
key part of the investiga­
tions proposal.
That insistence sur­

prised Pope, a former
prosecutor who is nego­
tiating for the House with
senators on the bill.
Earlier in the week, five

of the six negotiators had
reached agreement on
independent investiga­
tions. However, one state
senator did not attend that

meeting.
When State Sen. Gerald

Malloy, D­Darlington,
rejoined negotiations
Wednesday, he asked for
more time to share details

of the agreement with
Senate Democrats. A day
later, Malloy said the Sen­
ate preferred its version of
the proposal. Later that
day, the Senate voted 37­1
to insist on its version.

After that vote, Pope
expressed frustration at
the Senate's position to his
House colleagues.
"I don't know where we

can go, folks," he said.
"We have given and given
and given."
But Sen. Larry Martin,

R­Pickens, who led the
Senate's negotiators, said
he still is confident both

sides can reach an agree­
ment.

PLACING BLAME
Other state leaders were

disappointed with the
setback.

House Speaker Jay Lu­
cas, R­Darlington, blamed
senators, citing them as
the reason the state needs
ethics reforms.
"These common­sense

reforms passed the House

­ overwhelmingly, with
bipartisan support ­ be­
cause our chamber under­

stands the importance of
this issue," said Lucas,
who formed an ethics task

force shortly after suc­
ceeding House Speaker
Bobby Harrell, the Char­
leston Republican who
resigned and entered a
guilty plea to campaign
finance violations.
"The fact that a few

senators' objections pre­
vented these bills from

advancing through the
legislative process further
proves that the people of
South Carolina need re­
forms to hold elected
officials accountable and

restore the public's trust,"
Lucas added.

Gov. Nikki Haley's of­
fice also urged lawmakers
to act.

"Passing independent
investigations and income
disclosure has been a top
priority (of the governor's)
for four years and ­ finally
­ this year we are closer
than ever to getting them
over the finish line," said
Chaney Adams, Haley's
press secretary, adding the
House and Senate have
made more progress this
year than ever before.
"(T)here is no reason or

excuse why the people of
South Carolina shouldn't
be able to celebrate pas­
sage of ethics reform this
year."

DISAGREEMENT AHEAD
FOR ETHICS
PROPOSALS
Haley made ethics re­

form a priority in 2012
shortly after the then­GOP
majority House Ethics
Committee investigated
and dismissed ethics com­

plaints against her related

to when she was a Lexing­
ton state representative.
Other high­profile ethics

cases have spurred cries
for ethics reform, includ­
ing cases against former
Gov. Mark Sanford, Lt.
Gov. Ken Ard, state Sen.
Robert Ford and Speaker
Harrell. Ard, Ford and
Harrell resigned in the
wake of ethics investiga­
tions. An ethics probe that
led to charges against
Harrell also continues
under the State House
dome.

The governor's ethics
task force ­ led by two
former S.C. attorneys
general ­ made nearly two
dozen recommendations

for strengthening the rules
that say what public offi­
cials can and cannot do.
Those recommenda­

tions included requiring
public officials to disclose
sources of their private
income and the amount if
that income comes from

an organization that lob­
bies state government or a
business that has govern­
ment contracts.

Lawmakers could pass
an income disclosure bill
in mid­June. With an inde­
pendent investigations
bill, an income disclosure
bill is before House and

Senate negotiators.

But ethics watchdogs
worry income disclosure
might not pass.
Attorney­legislators

have pushed back against
disclosing the sources of
their income, saying they
have a duty to keep their
clients confidential,
Teague said.
The House also has a

provision in its income
disclosure bill that would

require "dark money"
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political groups to disclose
their donors.
However, the income

disclosure bill will not pass
the Senate if it is coupled
with a dark­money rule,
where there is too much
opposition to the idea, said
Sen. Martin, who has been
a target of the veiled
groups and supports re­
quiring that they disclose
their donors.

Teague, with the League
of Women Voters, said her
organization wants "dark
money" groups to disclose
their donors. But, she
added, "we don't want it
as a poison pill" that could
kill income disclosure for
public officials.
Haley's task force also

recommended that an

independent panel in­
vestigate ethics com­
plaints against lawmakers,
instead of them policing
themselves.
There still is time for the

Senate and House to pass

a bill creating independent
oversight of lawmakers.
But the two chambers

disagree over a key provi­
sion of the bill ­ how long
secrecy should shroud an
investigation if the State
Ethics Commission, which
would conduct the inde­

pendent investigation,
decides a lawmaker has
violated the state Ethics
Act.

The House prefers mak­
ing public immediately a
commission finding that
there is probable cause of
a violation.
But the Senate wants to

let legislative ethics com­
mittees review the Ethics

Commission's finding and
ask for additional investi­

gation before making
public an allegation. If,
after added investigation,
the Ethics Commission

reverses its position, find­
ing no evidence that a
lawmaker violated ethics

laws, the allegation would
remain confidential.

Senate negotiators ar­
gued that, under their
proposal, any final deter­
mination by the Ethics
Commission that there is
reason to think a law­
maker violated the law

would become public.
House negotiators dis­

agree.
The Senate's desire to

delay making allegations
public ­ and prolong secre­
cy ­ will keep legislators
under the cloud of suspi­
cion brought on by recent
ethics scandals, Pope said,
adding the impasse makes
him question whether
senators really want any
ethics reform.
"It makes me feel like, is

there really the will (in the
state Senate) to have this
reform? If there isn't the
will to have this reform,
that begs the bigger ques­
tion of 'Why?'"

Jamie Self: 803­771­8658,

@jamiemself
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Ethics reforms going nowhere
Four years after state leaders pledged to update the state's
ethics laws, no major reforms have become law. A look at key
changes, recommended by a blue­ribbon commission, that
have not moved:

• Strengthen penalties for violations of the state ethics
iaws

• Ban the use of campaign money to pay criminal
penalties for violations of the state ethics law

• Adopt greater protections and rewards for
whistle­blowers who report government waste, fraud or
other abuses

• Shorten the time limit that public bodies have to
respond to and fulfill requests for public information,
limit the fees that can be charged for searching and
copying that information, and provide for enforcement in
instances where public bodies drag their feet

• Eliminate the exemption of legislative papers from
public disclosure under the state's Freedom of
Information Act

• Expand required disclosures of conflicts of interests for
public officials, including requiring attorney­legislators to
disclose fees when they represent clients in cases where a
state agency is an opposing party, and requiring public
officials to disclose all fiduciary positions they hold,
whether compensated or not

• Extend to two years from one the period a legislator
must wait to represent a client for a fee before a state
entity after voting to pick a member of that organization

• Expand the definition of lobbyist to require
registration and disclosure from people and entities that
lobby local governments and other subdivisions of state
government
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Banning leadership PACs,
but not Great Day?
Ethics reform advocates and Gov. Nikki Haley's ethics
task force recommended banning, in state law, lawmakers
from setting up political action committees, groups
whose spending the lawmakers can direct.

Critics say the organizations allow powerful public
officials ­ and interests that lobby state government ­ to
exceed campaign contribution limits, exerting excessive
power over elections and the legislative process.

The House and Senate already have banned the so­called
leadership PACs by rule, but not law.

But some ethics advocates say Haley now has a
leadership PAC in the form of A Great Day SC, the
political group formed to target state Senate incumbents
who Haley opposes.

Haley political adviser Tim Pearson runs the political
group, which is trying to oust longtime GOP state
senators in the upcoming June 14 Republican primaries.

Great Day is an "abuse of power," said John Crangle of
Common Cause of South Carolina, a good­government,
watchdog group.

But Great Day differs from a leadership PAC in two
important ways, according to the group:

• First, Great Day was set up under federal law as an
IRS­designated 527 group, which requires it to disclose its
donors and its spending publicly. Current S.C. law
requires no disclosure of political groups' activities,
making it easy for political groups to form and conceal
their activities.

• Also, unlike leadership PACs, Great Day was not set up
to give campaign contributions to candidates and cannot
do so. Instead, the group is raising money and spending
money on ads in some Senate races where Haley has
decided to target incumbents and support their
opponents.

"As governor, (Haley) believes it is not only appropriate
but her responsibility to make the voters aware of exactly
how well ­ or how poorly ­ they are being served by their
elected officials," Pearson said. "She will continue to use
every tool at her disposal to make sure the voters know
the truth before they cast their votes on June 14."
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JOYE IN AIKEN RECEIVES AWARD

SUBMITTED PHOTO BY SOUTH CAROLINA ARTS COMMISSION/MOLLY HARRELL

In May, Joye in Aiken oicially received the Elizabeth O'Neill Verner Governor's Awards for
the Arts in the Arts in Education category at a ceremony at the State House. Pictured are Joye
in Aiken president and co­founder Dr. Sandra Field, left, and Janice Jennings, Joye in Aiken
executive director, right, with South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley.
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SUBMITTED PHOTO BY SOUTH CAROLINA ARTS COMMISSION/MOLLY HARRELL

In May, Joye in Aiken received
the Elizabeth O'Neill Verner
Governor's Awards for the
Arts in the Arts in Education
category. Pictured are Joye
in Aiken president and co­
founder, Dr. Sandra Field,
right, meeting Darius Rucker
of Hootie and the Blowfish.
The band received a Verner
Award in the Special Recogni­
tion category. Also pictured is
Zee Homoki, who nominated
Joye in Aiken for the award
with her husband, Steve.
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S.C. powerbrokers flextheir
muscles inJuneprimary
Top racesattractthe governor,businessandeducationleaders

S.C.Chamberof Commercebacking 26lawmakersinprimaries

Businessgroup alsotakingon Upstate firebrandLeeBright

BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com

Candidates areonthe
homestretchto theJune 14
politicalprimaries with
someattracting more help–
andopposition – thanothers
frompower brokerson high.
S.C. businessleadersare

backing26legislators –19
Republicans andseven
Democrats –inprimary
races, including three op­
posed byRepublican Gov.
NikkiHaley andagroup
supportingher political
agenda.
The Good Government

Committee, the political
armof theS.C. Chamber of
Commerce, has donatedto
stateSenate PresidentPro
Tempore Hugh Leather­
man, R­Florence;stateSen.
WesHayes, R­York;and
stateRep. StephenGold­
finch,R­Georgetown, who
is runningfor the stateSen­
ate.
Chamber chief executive

TedPitts saidThursday
that Goldfinch, Hayes and
Leatherman performedwell
onthe chamber's voting
scorecards and, asaresult,
have his group'sbacking.
Inat least three primary

races, that supportpits Ha­
ley againstthe business
group andPitts,aformer
chiefof staff toHaley.
The governoris traveling

thestate toendorse GOP
candidates whoare oppos­
ingHayes,Goldfinch,

Leatherman andoneother
longtimestatesenator,
LukeRankin, R­Horry. A
pro­Haleypoliticalgroup, A
GreatDay SC,also is run­
ningads against the in­
cumbentsand for Haley's
primary picks.
Someat the StateHouse

werescratching their heads
last weekwhen Haley came
outagainst Hayes,wonder­
ingwhythe GOP governor
wouldgo onthe offensive
againstafellowRepublican
who–unlike Haley'sother
targets–is unlikely tosaya
crossword about anyone.
Hayes, too, saidhewas

surprised, adding he sees
himself as an allytoHaley
on ethicsandeducation
issues.
But Hayes,alegislatorof

three decades, alsohas
picked up morecampaign
reinforcements that could
help him against theHaley
attacks.
Last week, agroup of

educators –led bystate
Superintendent ofEducation
Molly Spearman,aRepub­
lican who hasworkedclose­
ly with Haley topushthe
governor's education agen­
da –endorsed Hayes,calling
him "a tireless supporterof
public education inour
state.
"His conservative, com­

mon­sense leadershipinthe
South CarolinaSenate has

enabled true education
reform andallowedfor
high­quality opportunities
for students,parents and
educators," Spearman said
inthe endorsement.
The chamber's Good

Government Committee
also iscranking upits on­
slaughtagainst the re­elec­
tion ofstate Sen.Lee
Bright,R­Spartanburg.
Inradio ads againstthe

second­termincumbent, the
chambergroup accuses
Brightof holding stategov­
ernment "hostage,"block­
ingmoney for roads, aid for
farmersand worrying about
which bathroomtransgen­
derpeople choosetouse.
Inone radioad,are­

enactmentof ahostage
situation, oneman accuses
Brightof "shutting every­
thingdown with abill to
mandatewhich bathroom
peoplecan use."
"Son,this is Spartanburg,"

anotherman replies."We
gotthat figured outup
here."

A GREEN DAY IN SOUTH
CAROLINA
Green groupsare cele­

bratingaseries ofvictories
inthe Legislature,some­
thingthey don't oftenexpe­
rience inoneyear.
Lawmakersvoted with

environmentalists onmore
thanahalf­dozen piecesof

legislation. Amongthose
werelegislation tostop oil
pipeline companiesfrom
seizingpeople's land, a bill
toblock new development
frommoving closer tothe
ocean, andabilltorestrict
coalashdisposal insome
landfills.The Legislature
alsodid not pass abill, op­
posedby conservationists,
that wouldhave limited
pollutionlawsuits byciti­
zens.
"Alotof these thingsare

kindof common sense,''
saidAnnTimberlake,
directorof the Conservation
Votersof SouthCarolina,
whichcoordinates envi­
ronmentalists' effortsinthe
Legislature. "Theymake
sense topeople, andthey
make sense tobusinesses.
The onlybigloss for envi­

ronmentalistswas the11th­
hourfailure oflawmakers to
approveenhancedtax
breaksfor solar energypro­
jects.The measure could
have helped lure a solar
farm toahazardous­waste
dump, located nexttoLake
Marion, tohelp defray the
public's cost ofmaintaining
that closed landfill.

BUZZ­WORTHY EXIT
Amid astring of exit

speechesbylawmakers
retiring fromoffice last
week, stateSen.Joel Lou­
rie'sstood out.
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The RichlandDemocrat
tookthe opportunityto roast
hiscolleagues, including a
couple ofhighlights that
didn't make it intoprint a
day later.
Calling out"a few of(his)

peeps," Louriepulled off a
decent impersonationof
state Sen. JohnCourson,
R­Richland, ade­facto histo­
rian ofthe state's Repub­
lican politicalrevolution and

its leaders.
"I'm notsure howIcango

a weekwithout hearing
stories about Strom Thur­
mondor Ronald Reagan
orBarry Goldwater,but
I'm going todothe best I
can," Lourie said,imitating
Courson's drawl.
After callingSenate Mi­

nority Leader NikkiSetzler
"the glue that holdsthis
body together," Lourie took
a playfulswipe at the Lex­

ington Democrat, drawing
big laughs with "alittlestory
about Nikki."
"So Nikki willcallyou,

and the firstthinghe'll say:
'We never had this con­
versation,' "Lourie said.
"Sure it's never happened

to anyoneinhere. And then
he'll back it upwith,'Just
betweenyou andme,' and
then –when hetopsit off
with, 'Don't sayIsaidthis'–

he willthen tell yousome­
thing youreadonFitsnews
two days ago!"
To theSpartanburg Re­

publican who Lourie says
tried toconverthim from
Judaism: "Sen. LeeBright,
what can Isay about you?
Well, that's about it."

Cassie Copeand Sammy
Fretwell contributed.Jamie
Self: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself

Bright

Haley
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HORRYCOUNTYPOLICEDEPARTMENT

Agencyactedas victim
advocatesafter funding cut
Formerdetectiveaccused of
sexuallyassaulting rapevictims
says hetriedtohelpvictims
........................................................................

Departmentnowusing federal
grantstopay forvictimadvocates
........................................................................

BYAUDREY HUDSON
ahudson@thesunnews.com
FormerHorry CountyDetective

AllenLarge says hewas trying to
helpwomen whose rape caseshe
wasassigned toinvestigate by
bringing themgroceries andmed­
icine, givingrides tocourthear­
ings, payingfor hotel rooms,and
helpingthemfind jobs.
Suchassistanceistypicallypro­

videdthroughapolicedepartment's
victimadvocates,butuntillastyear,
theHorryCountyPoliceDepart­
mentdidnotemployadvocatesand
thatresponsibilitywaslefttothe

agency'sdetectives,saysSaundra
Rhodes,formerpolicechief.
The problem withhow Large

tried tohelp somewomen ­now
partof lawsuits filedagainst him
andthe police department­is
that the jobsheurged twoof those
rape victimstopursue were as
participantsin sexualfetishvideos
called catfightingthat paid$2,000
per video.
"They weredoing things that

were illegal,that were drugrelat­
ed, that wereprostitution, they

were stripping," Large saidina

SEE VICTIM,3A

FROMPAGE1A

VICTIM
taped deposition. "Ijusttold
themthat there's an oppor­
tunity, that allIcoulddo is
pointtheminthe direction."
Large admits that the

groceries hebrought one
woman included alcoholic
beverages, andthat he
droveher into NorthCar­
olinatopick upmedicine at
apharmacy, which alawyer
defending thewoman sug­
gested inthedeposition was
actually narcotic drugs.
Largeisalsoaccusedin

lawsuitsofsexuallyassaulting
thetwowomen.Oneincident
allegedlyoccurredwhenhe
providedhertransportation
toacourthearing.Largehas
notbeencriminallycharged.

Hehasdeniedtheclaimsof
sexualassault.
Large saidduringthe

deposition,taped inMarch
andobtained by TheSun
News,that he wasthe pri­
marycontact for victimsat
the policedepartment be­
causethe agency nolonger
had victim advocates.
Large saidhe's provided

assistance tonumerous
victimsover the years–men
andwomen –whether it was
paying forahotel roomor
givingthem moneyto pay
electricity bills.
One ofthose hotel stays

Large admitted towas in
Asheville,North Carolina,
for himself andavictim of

domestic violence. The next
day, hevideotapedthe wo­
man inacatfight.
Atleast fourofficers with­

inthe HorryCounty Police
Department are under in­
vestigation by theSouth
Carolina LawEnforcement
Division,an inquiry that
began after Rhodesreported
the officerstothe state
agency forinvestigation.
LargewasfiredbyRhodes

onJuly31afteraninvestiga­
tionofsexualassaultclaims,
andRhodesconfirmeddur­
ingarareinterviewwithThe
SunNewsthatanotheroffi­
cerunderinvestigationis
formerDetectiveDarylWil­
liams,whoresignedin2014.

After23years with the
police department, Rhodes
tookearly retirement last
month, sayingshewanted to
spend moretime with her
son.Rhodes saidan agree­
ment with thecounty topay
$60,000into her statere­
tirement fundso shecould
collectbenefits was partof a
mutual agreement with the
county.
One ofthe lawsuits

against thecounty was
amendedthis week toname
Rhodes asadefendant,
claimingshe wasaware of
prior sexualassaultclaims
against Large andthat he
should nothave been in­
vestigating or meeting with
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female victims.
Funding for victim ad­

vocates waseliminated
beforeRhodes became chief
in2012, but shereestab­
lished theposition in2015
with twoadvocates,and
hired twomorethis year
with federalfunding provid­
ed throughthe Victimsof
CrimeAct. The federal
fundingbegan inOctober.
Countyofficials have

appliedfor a new grantof
morethan$200,000 to
fundthose positions through
Sept.30,2017,and also pay
fortraining andvehicles,
saidLisa Bourcier,Horry
Countyspokeswoman.
Accordingtothe Horry

Countyvictim advocates'
website,those officialswill
nowbe"providing assist­
anceinapplying for com­
pensationbenefits and other
available financial,social
servicesand counseling
assistance."
Victimadvocates will also

accompany victimstocourt
proceedings,and provide
transportation ifneeded,the
websitesays.
Bridget DalyMusteata,

presidentof SouthCarolina
LawEnforcement Crime
VictimAdvocates, says it's
theadvocate's jobtofocus
onthe victim,so police
officerscanfocus onsolving
thecrime.
Withspecially trained

advocates,victimsfeel more
comfortable andcan get
their specific needsmet.
Advocatesprotect thewell­

being andlegal interestsof
crime victims,and increase
thelikelihood that victims
willcooperate with law
enforcement throughthe
criminalprocess toput of­
fendersbehind bars, Mus­
teata said.
SouthCarolina policeand

sheriffdepartmentsbegan
employingvictim advocates
after theVictims andWit­
nesses'Bill of Rightswas
passedby thestatelegisla­
turein1984. Gov. Nikki
Haley created atask force
this yeartoensure the rights
andneeds ofdomestic vio­
lencevictimsare being met.
"Horry Countyis behind

­they don'teven have
domestic violenceshelters,"
Musteata said."Victims
don'thave the resources
there that arenecessary,
andit's thelargest countyin
thestate.
"Asfar ason­scene re­

sponses,youguysare alittle
behind theball," Musteata
said.
Large saidduringhis

deposition that victim ad­
vocateswere rehired only
after stateofficials paida
visittoHorryCounty Police
officials,including Rhodes,
andwere "chewed"for not
complying with thelaw.
"Wedidn't have one fora

longtime, and oncethat
meeting happened"two
peoplewere hired,said
Large,who had trouble
recalling theadvocates'
names.
"We'rerequiredtocheck

offthat (hiring) onthe list

andgive themacopy,"
Large saidofthe stateoffi­
cial'sdemands.
Rhodesdeclined todis­

cuss the case surrounding
Large, or hissworn deposi­
tion, but saidthat former
Police ChiefJohnny Morgan
did not eliminate thevictim
advocate positions, she said
the funding justwasn't
available.
Asked whoinstead provid­

ed victim services, Rhodes
responded: "The detectives
were doing that. They were
also investigating crimes,so
it's alittle bitdifficult, and I
think that ourvictimswere
not receiving the services
that they actually deserved
as victims, andthat's the
reason it wassuch apriority
for me."
JamesMooreIIIwiththe

lawfirmEvansMoore,repre­
sentsthetwowomenwho
havefiledthelawsuitagainst
theHorryCountyPolice
Department.WhenLarge
wasassignedtotheircasesto
investigatetheirreportsof
sexualassault,theformer
detectivequicklydismissed
theirreports,butcontinued
tokeepcontactwiththe
women,afterwhichthevic­
timssayLargesexuallyas­
saultthem,Mooresaid.
"Their caseswere dis­

missed as unfoundedso
quickly, I'm notsure there
was timefor involvement
from victim advocates.
"But, having hadabarrier

between Large and the vic­
tim surelywould have im­

pacted theoutcome and
prevented whathappened,"
Moore said.

Audrey Hudson:
843­444­1765,
@AudreyHudson

''...HAVINGHADABARRIERBETWEEN
LARGEANDTHE
VICTIMSURELY
WOULDHAVE
IMPACTEDTHE
OUTCOMEAND
PREVENTEDWHAT
HAPPENED.

James MooreIII, lawyer

''VICTIMSDON'T
HAVETHE
RESOURCESTHERE
THATARE
NECESSARY,AND
IT'STHELARGEST
COUNTYINTHE
STATE.
Bridget Daly Musteata,
president ofSouth Carolina
Law Enforcement Crime
Victim Advocates
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Haley puts
new bills
in motion
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley signed
more than 40 bills Friday, a
day after legislators sent
them her way

Dozens more could become
law within the week, as the
Legislature passed a slew of
bills in the session's final
days

While the session officially
ended Thursday, legislators
will return June 15 to take up
Haley's vetoes
BY SEANNA ADCOX

The Associated Press
COLUMBIA

New laws signed by Gov.
Nikki Haley shorten the
legislative session, allow
South Carolinians to carry
concealed guns in Georgia
and block petroleum compa­
nies from taking people's
land for a pipeline.
Those are among more

than 40 bills Haley quickly
signed Friday, a day after
legislators sent them her
way. Dozens more could
become law within the

week, as the Legislature
passed a slew of bills in the
session's final days.
While the session official­

ly ended Thursday, legisla­

tors will return June 15 to
take up Haley's vetoes.
Here's a look at some of

the laws that took effect

Friday:
• Future legislative ses­

sions will end three weeks

earlier, on the second
Thursday in May, unless a
bad economy causes the

state's revenue forecasters
to reduce their estimates.

South Carolina's regular
legislative session is the 13th
longest among states. The
House, which wanted to cut
even more weeks, has been
trying to shorten the Jan­

SEE BILLS, 3C
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uary­to­June sessionfor 20
years,but prior proposals
keptdying inthe Senate.
Proponents say shortening
the sessionsaves taxpayers
money inlegislators' per
diems for foodandlodging,
plusmileage, and could
encouragemore peopleto
seek thejob.
AAreciprocity agreement

with Georgiawill make it
easier forSouth Carolinians
with concealed weapon
permitstotravel back and
forth. The lawwas sought
mainly byresidentsinAiken
County, whodrive daily into
Augusta, Georgia.Advo­
catesargued not having
reciprocity with the state's

western neighbor isareal
inconvenience. The law
creates an exceptionto prior
law barringstatelaw en­
forcement fromrecognizing
permitsfrom statesthat
don't have at leastthe same
requirementstocarry a
concealed gunas South
Carolina. Georgiadoesn't
require trainingfor its per­
mit.
APrivate, for­profit com­

paniescan't acquire landfor
apetroleum pipeline
througheminent domain.
The lawspecifies onlypublic
utilities have the right to
take propertyfor publicuse,
after givingthe owners

money. Itwasdriven by
residents' fearsof losing
their landtoan under­
groundpipeline plannedto
runfrom BeltontoJackson­
ville,Florida.The Palmetto
Pipelinewas cancelled earli­
erthis year after Georgia
passedatemporarymorato­
riumon pipeline companies
usingeminent domain.
AFormer students who

didn't graduate solely be­
causethey didn't pass the
highschool exitexamcan
stillpetitiontheir school
board toretroactivelyre­
ceive adiploma.The law
erases theprevious deadline
ofDec. 31,2015. Asof Dec.
1,6,000 people hadre­

ceivedsuch diplomas.The
last exitexamwas takenin
2014. Earlierthat year,leg­
islatorsabolished the test
andreplaced it with two
considered moreuseful to
students'future success,
withscores that cango on
workresumes or college
admissionsapplications.
ATerminally illpatients

gain accesstomedicines
beingtested inclinical trials.
Theso­called "Right toTry
Act"allows adoctor topre­
scribe medication that'sin
thefirst phase of theU.S.
Foodand DrugAdminis­
tration'sapproval process.
Similarlaws have been
passedinat least 28other
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states.Access is limited to
people with aterminal ill­
nesswho have exhausted all
options approved bythe
FDA andcan'tenroll ina
trial. Available medicines
must have passed basic
safety testing.

ASouthCarolinians are

encouraged to"roll uptheir
sleeves andlend ahandto
make a positivedifference
inour greatstate." The law
declares the thirdSaturday
inMay as theSouth Car­
olina Dayof Service.
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THEBUZZ

SCpower brokers flex
muscles inJune primary
Top racesattract thegovernor,businessandeducation leaders

S.C.Chamberof Commerce backing26 lawmakersinprimaries

Businessgroup alsotakingon Upstate firebrandLeeBright
BYJAMIE SELF
jself@thestate.com
Candidatesare onthe home­

stretch tothe June 14political
primaries with someattracting
morehelp –and opposition –
thanothers from powerbrokers
onhigh.
S.C. businessleaders are

backing26legislators –19 Re­
publicans andseven Democrats
–inprimary races, including
three opposedbyRepublican
Gov. NikkiHaley andagroup
supportingher political agenda.
The Good Government Com­

mittee,the political armof the
S.C. Chamber ofCommerce,
hasdonated tostateSenate
PresidentProTempore Hugh
Leatherman,R­Florence;state

Sen.WesHayes, R­York; and
stateRep. StephenGoldfinch,
R­Georgetown,who is running
for thestate Senate.
Chamber chiefexecutive Ted

Pitts saidThursday that Gold­
finch, Hayes andLeatherman
performedwell onthe cham­
ber's voting scorecardsand, as a
result, have his group'sbacking.
Inat least three primary races,

that supportpits Haley against
the businessgroup andPitts, a
formerchief of stafftoHaley.
The governor istraveling the

statetoendorse GOP candi­
dateswho areopposing Hayes,
Goldfinch, Leatherman andone
otherlongtimestate senator,

LukeRankin, R­Horry. A pro­
Haley political group,AGreat
Day SC,also is runningads
againstthe incumbents and for
Haley'sprimary picks.
Someat the StateHouse were

scratching their headslast week
when Haley cameout against
Hayes,wondering whythe GOP
governor wouldgo on theoffen­
siveagainst afellow Republican
who–unlikeHaley'sothertar­
gets –is unlikelytosay a cross
wordabout anyone.
Hayes,too, saidhe wassur­

prised,addinghe seeshimself
asan ally toHaley onethics and
education issues.
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ButHayes, alegislator

of threedecades, also has
picked upmore campaign
reinforcements that could
help him againstthe Haley
attacks.
Lastweek, a groupof

educators –led bystate
Superintendentof Educa­
tion MollySpearman,a
Republican whohas
workedclosely with Haley
topushthe governor's
education agenda–en­
dorsed Hayes,calling him
"atirelesssupporter of

public education inour
state.
"His conservative,com­

mon­sense leadership in
the SouthCarolina Senate
hasenabled true educa­
tion reformand allowed
for high­qualityopportuni­
ties for students,parents
and educators,"Spearman
saidinthe endorsement.
The chamber's Good

Government Committee
also is crankingupits
onslaught against the
re­election of stateSen.

LeeBright,R­Spartan­
burg.
Inradio ads againstthe

second­termincumbent,
the chamber group accus­
es Brightofholding state
government "hostage,"
blocking money forroads,
aid for farmersand worry­
ingabout which bathroom
transgender peoplechoose
touse.
Inone radioad,are­

enactment of ahostage
situation, oneman accus­
es Brightof"shutting

everything downwith a
billto mandate which
bathroom peoplecan use."
"Son, thisis Spartan­

burg," another manre­
plies. "We gotthat figured
out uphere."

A GREEN DAYIN
SOUTH CAROLINA
Green groups arecele­

brating aseries ofvictories
inthe Legislature,some­
thing theydon't often
experiencein oneyear.
Lawmakers votedwith

environmentalists on
more thanahalf­dozen
pieces oflegislation.
Amongthose were legisla­
tion tostop oilpipeline
companies fromseizing
people's land, a billto
block new development
frommoving closer tothe
ocean,and abillto restrict
coalash disposalin some
landfills. The Legislature
also didnot pass a bill,
opposedby conservation­
ists, that wouldhave limit­
ed pollution lawsuitsby
citizens.
"Alot ofthese things

are kindof common
sense,'' saidAnnTim­
berlake, directorof the
Conservation Votersof
South Carolina, which
coordinates environmen­
talists' effortsinthe Legis­
lature."They make sense
topeople, and theymake
sense tobusinesses.
The onlybig loss for

environmentalists was the
11th­hour failureof law­
makers toapprove en­
hanced taxbreaksfor
solar energyprojects. The
measure couldhave
helpedlure a solar farm to
a hazardous­waste dump,
located next toLake Ma­
rion, tohelp defray the
public'scost of maintain­
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burg," another manre­
plies. "We gotthat figured
out uphere."

A GREEN DAYIN
SOUTH CAROLINA
Green groups arecele­

brating aseries ofvictories
inthe Legislature,some­
thing theydon't often
experiencein oneyear.
Lawmakers votedwith

environmentalists on
more thanahalf­dozen
pieces oflegislation.
Amongthose were legisla­
tion tostop oilpipeline
companies fromseizing
people's land, a billto
block new development
frommoving closer tothe
ocean,and abillto restrict
coalash disposalin some
landfills. The Legislature
also didnot pass a bill,
opposedby conservation­
ists, that wouldhave limit­
ed pollution lawsuitsby
citizens.
"Alot ofthese things

are kindof common
sense,'' saidAnnTim­
berlake, directorof the
Conservation Votersof
South Carolina, which

coordinates environmen­
talists' effortsinthe Legis­
lature."They make sense
topeople, and theymake
sense tobusinesses.
The onlybig loss for

environmentalists was the
11th­hour failureof law­
makers toapprove en­
hanced taxbreaksfor
solar energyprojects. The
measure couldhave
helpedlure a solar farm to
a hazardous­waste dump,
located next toLake Ma­
rion, tohelp defray the
public'scost of maintain­

ingthat closed landfill.

BUZZ­WORTHY EXIT
Amid astring of exit

speechesby lawmakers
retiring from officelast
week, stateSen. Joel Lou­
rie's stood out.
The Richland Democrat

tookthe opportunity to
roasthis colleagues,in­
cluding acouple of high­
lights that didn't make it

into print aday later.
Calling out"a fewof

(his)peeps," Louriepulled
off adecentimperson­
ation ofstate Sen. John
Courson,R­Richland, a
de­facto historian ofthe
state's Republican political
revolution andits leaders.
"I'm notsure how I can

go aweek without hearing
stories about Strom
ThurmondorRonald
Reaganor Barry Gold­
water, but I'm goingtodo
the best Ican," Lourie
said, imitatingCourson's
drawl.
Aftercalling Senate

Minority LeaderNikki
Setzler "theglue that
holdsthis body together,"
Lourie tookaplayful
swipe at the Lexington
Democrat, drawing big
laughs with "a littlestory
about Nikki."

"So Nikkiwill call you,
and thefirstthing he'll
say: 'Wenever had this
conversation,' "Lourie
said.
"Sure it'snever hap­

pened toanyone inhere.
And thenhe'll back it up
with, 'Justbetweenyou
and me,' andthen–when
hetops it offwith, 'Don't
say I saidthis'–hewill
thentell you something
youreadon Fitsnews two
days ago!"
To theSpartanburg

Republican whoLourie
says tried toconverthim
from Judaism:"Sen. Lee
Bright,what canIsay
about you? Well, that's
about it."

CassieCope and Sammy
Fretwell contributed.Jamie
Self: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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CINDI ROSS SCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Naive
optimism
crashes
into
legislative
reality

'EDNESDAYwas

the worst. Up untilWWednesday, I was
holding on to this

naive optimism that this time
things would be different. Think
Charlie Brown charging toward
the football.

This time, I told myself, the
Legislature would actually re­
form the unaccountable, pa­
rochial Transportation Commis­
sion, and put the governor in
charge. Not like back in 2007,
when lawmakers pretended to
do that but really didn't, and
Mark Sanford, for probably the
only time in his life, decided to
take a barely partial win and
declare victory.
This time, I had honestly come

to believe that the Legislature
was actually going to pass a real
ethics­reform bill. Not one that

made legislators tell us where
they got their money and made
special interests tell us where
they got their money to influence
our votes, but at least one that
would let an independent panel
investigate legislators' ethics.
Smaller but still important

reforms seemed possible — dare
I say likely? — in other areas as
well: a bill to make police obey
the law that requires them to
turn over dash­cam video after

shootings, a bill to make local
governments start obeying the
open­records law, a bill to make
cities and counties start obeying

the constitution by holding elec­
tions every time there's sup­
posed to be an election.
Oh yes, I was in full dum spiro

spero mode.
Then I read the roads bill that

the Senate had passed Tuesday
night and that the House was
about to swallow rather than

giving up all that road­repair
money it included. And oh was it
a masterwork. By which I mean a
masterwork in sabotage. Very
cleverly crafted to look, to the
casual reader, as though the
governor would be in charge —
when in fact she might very well
have less control than governors
have had since the faux reform
of 2007. (It is so bad that it mer­
its its own column, which you
can read on Tuesday.)
Yes, that's bad, I told myself,

but we still have ethics.

Then Sen. Gerald Malloy de­
cided to sabotage what looked to
the optimistically naive like an
agreement between House and
Senate negotiators on the ethics
bill. The previous day, Senate
negotiators had agreed to a key
House demand: that all the de­
tails and documents of inde­

pendent investigations into legis­
lators' ethics be made public
once investigators decide there
is probable cause that the law
has been violated.

But Sen. Malloy had missed
the Tuesday meeting, and now
he would have none of this trans­

parency stuff. He insisted on
maintaining the original Senate
plan: It should be up to the
House or Senate Ethics commit­
tee to decide whether there was

probable cause, he said, and thus
to decide when the investigation
is made public. Or not.
Now, the governor and the

League of Women Voters sig­
naled that they could live with
this, but for the life of me, I can­
not see how this could be called

independent oversight or even,
in any meaningful way, inde­
pendent investigations. This isn't
giving the public any reason to
believe that legislators are no
longer sweeping ethics violations
under the rug. As the League
puts it, reform has to mean that
enforcement is either completely
independent or completely
transparent.
The coup de grace did not in­

volve legislation, but it could
have deep repercussions in the
Legislature, and it told us some­
thing deeply troubling that I had
very nearly convinced myself
was no longer the case. Gov.
Nikki Haley, who was out cam­
paigning against Republican
senators while reformers were

frantically trying to salvage what
she claimed were her priorities,
added a new and unexpected
target on Wednesday: Sen. Wes
Hayes.
I could understand why she

went after Hugh Leatherman
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and Luke Rankin; they had been
working to undermine those
priorities and, at least in Mr.
Leatherman's case, to gig her
whenever he could. But Wes

Hayes? Mr. Ethics? Really? His
sin, apparently, was supporting a
bond bill for college construction
and voting to raise the gas tax —
before he backed off and voted

to pay for road repairs by raiding
the state's general fund. Some­
thing several Senate Republicans
and most House Republicans
also did.
So much for the idea that the

governor had become less of a

political opportunist and more of
a governor. So much for the idea
that she cares about ethics re­

form or reforming the Trans­
portation Commission or, really,
anything other than slashing
taxes.

(Note to self: Be sure to check
with the folks at the S.C. Cham­

ber of Commerce to see if they'll
be coming to the aid of Mr.
Hayes, one of their consistent
supporters. After all, as much as
our state would be improved by
the absence of their targeted
Sen. Lee Bright, it would suffer
immensely more from the ab­
sence of Sen. Hayes.)

The good thing about getting
so thoroughly disabused of my
naivety on Wednesday is that I
wasn't at all disappointed on
Thursday when the Legislature
left town without passing the
dash­cam bill or the public­re­
cords bill or the election bill
(which the Senate also sabo­
taged), or when the ethics re­
forms officially fell apart.
OK, so maybe I was disap­

pointed. But not surprised.

Ms. Scoppe can be reached
at cscoppe@thestate.com
or at (803) 771­8571.

u
AND OH WAS IT A
MASTERWORK. BY
WHICH I MEAN A
MASTERWORK IN
SABOTAGE.
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Ethics reformsstalled afteryearsof debate
BY JAMIESELF

jself@thestate.com
Afterfour years of debate about

how tostrengthenthe state's ethics
laws,S.C. lawmakers might pass two
changes totherulesgoverning public
officials' behaviorlater this month.
Maybe.
Dozens of ethicsbillshave been

introduced sincelate 2012,when
Gov. Nikki Haley formedablue­
ribbon committee toevaluate state
laws governing howpublic officials
should behave.
But outof thenearly twodozen

recommendations made bythat
panel, only twohave achance of
becoming lawfour years later, when
the Legislature wrapsup its work
during its mid­June veto session.
Critics saythe stateSenateis to

blame for the lack ofprogress. The
House haspassed morethanadozen
ethics­related bills, sendingthem to
the Senate,where most have died.
Evenif lawmakers givefinal ap­

provallater this month tothe two
billsnearthe finish line, good­
government groups saythe state's

ethicslaws stillwill needmore work.
"Dark­money disclosure–that is a

really seriousproblem andit's get­
ting worse," saidJohnCrangle with
Common Cause ofSouth Carolina,
referringto secretivegroups that
raise warchests toinfluenceelec­
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ETHICS
tions but donot disclose their
agendaor donors.
Legislators also needtoclar­

ify thelaw dictating howcam­
paign moneycan beusedand
when publicofficials should
abstain fromvoting because
they have aconflict of interest,
saidLynn Teague, with the
League of WomenVoters.
Lawmakersalso should be

barred bylaw fromforming
political actioncommittees that
they canuse toraise money
anddole outcampaign contri­
butions totheir colleagues.
Thosecommittees – now
banned byHouseand Senate
rulesbut not bylaw –canwield
excessiveinfluence over the
legislative process, criticssay.
Evenif lawmakers pass the

twoproposals that couldbe­
come lawwhen they return
later this month,the pushfor
tougher ethicsruleswill be
ongoing, Teagueadded.
"We can'tdowhat wedid

after (Operation)Lost Trust
andfigure that wefixed
things," shesaid, referringtoa
landmark federal corruption
sting ofS.C. lawmakers more
thantwodecades ago that re­
sulted inthe last majorupdate
tothe state's ethicslaws.

ETHICS BILLSHIT
ROADBLOCK
Ofthe twoethicsbills law­

makers stillcould pass,one
proposal would endthe practice
of statelawmakers exclusively
investigating ethicscomplaints
against themselves,shifting
investigations toarevamped
StateEthics Commission that
supporters saywill allow inde­
pendent watchdogs tooversee
lawmakers.
Another billwould require

lawmakers todisclose some
information about their private
income.
Differing versionsof both

billshave passedthe Houseand
Senate, andnow arebeing
reviewed byapanelof law­
makers tasked withironing out
the twochambers' differences.
Butthe chances ofthe bills

passing dimmedlast week
when an apparentagreement
onthe independent­investiga­
tions billfell apart.
The firstsignsof that break­

down,saidstate HouseSpeaker
ProTempore TommyPope,
R­York,came when senators
insistedlast week onadopting
their versionof akey partof the
investigations proposal.
Thatinsistence surprised

Pope, aformer prosecutor who
is negotiatingfor the House
with senators onthe bill.
Earlierinthe week, fiveof

the six negotiatorshad reached
agreement onindependent
investigations. However, one
statesenator did notattend
that meeting.
WhenState Sen. GeraldMal­

loy,D­Darlington, rejoined
negotiations Wednesday, he
asked for moretime toshare
detailsof the agreement with
SenateDemocrats. A day later,
Malloysaidthe Senatepre­
ferredits versionof the propos­
al.Laterthat day, the Senate
voted37­1 toinsiston its ver­
sion.
Afterthat vote,Pope ex­

pressedfrustration at the Sen­
ate'spositionto hisHouse
colleagues.
"Idon't knowwherewe can

go,folks," hesaid."We have
given andgiven and given."
ButSen. LarryMartin, R­

Pickens,who led theSenate's
negotiators, saidhestillis con­
fidentboth sidescan reach an
agreement.

PLACING BLAME
Otherstate leaders were

disappointedwith the setback.
HouseSpeaker JayLucas,

R­Darlington, blamed senators,
citingthemas thereason the
stateneedsethics reforms.
"Thesecommon­sense re­

formspassed theHouse –over­
whelmingly,with bipartisan
support–because our chamber
understandsthe importanceof
this issue," saidLucas,who
formedan ethics task force
shortlyafter succeeding House
Speaker BobbyHarrell, the
Charleston Republicanwho
resigned andentered aguilty
plea tocampaignfinance vio­
lations.
"Thefactthat a fewsenators'

objections preventedthese bills
fromadvancing throughthe
legislative process further
provesthat the peopleof South
Carolinaneed reformstohold
elected officials accountable
andrestore thepublic's trust,"
Lucasadded.
Gov. NikkiHaley's office also

urgedlawmakers toact.
"Passing independentin­

vestigations andincome dis­
closure hasbeen atop priority
(ofthe governor's) for four
yearsand –finally –this year
weare closerthanever toget­
tingthem overthe finish line,"
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saidChaney Adams,Haley's
presssecretary,addingthe
Houseand Senatehave made
moreprogress this year than
everbefore.
"(T)hereis noreasonor ex­

cusewhy thepeople ofSouth
Carolinashouldn't beableto
celebratepassage ofethics
reformthis year."
DISAGREEMENTAHEAD FOR
ETHICSPROPOSALS
Haley madeethicsreform a

priority in2012 shortlyafter the
then­GOPmajority HouseEth­
icsCommittee investigatedand
dismissedethics complaints
againsther relatedtowhen she
wasaLexington staterepre­
sentative.
Otherhigh­profile ethics

caseshave spurredcries for
ethicsreform, includingcases
againstformer Gov. Mark San­
ford,Lt. Gov. Ken Ard, state
Sen. Robert Fordand Speaker
Harrell.Ard, Ford andHarrell
resigned inthewake ofethics
investigations. Anethicsprobe
that led tocharges against Har­
rellalso continues under the
StateHouse dome.
The governor'sethicstask

force–led bytwo formerS.C.
attorneysgeneral–made nearly
twodozen recommendations

forstrengthening therules that
saywhat public officials can
and cannotdo.
Those recommendations

included requiring public offi­
cials todisclose sources oftheir
private incomeand theamount
if that incomecomes froman
organization that lobbies state
government or a businessthat
has government contracts.
Lawmakers couldpass an

income disclosurebill inmid­
June. With an independent
investigations bill, an income
disclosure billis beforeHouse
and Senatenegotiators.
But ethicswatchdogs worry

income disclosuremight not
pass.
Attorney­legislators have

pushed back againstdisclosing
the sources of their income,
saying theyhave aduty tokeep
their clientsconfidential,
Teague said.
The House also hasaprovi­

sion inits incomedisclosure
bill that wouldrequire "dark
money" political groups to
disclose their donors.
However, the incomedis­

closure bill willnot pass the
Senate ifit is coupledwith a
dark­money rule,where thereis
too muchopposition tothe

idea, saidSen. Martin,who has
been atarget of theveiled
groups and supportsrequiring
that they disclose their donors.
Teague, with the League of

Women Voters, saidherorgani­
zation wants "darkmoney"
groups todisclose their donors.
But, she added,"we don't want
it as apoison pill" that could
kill incomedisclosure for public
officials.
Haley's task forcealso rec­

ommended that an independ­
ent panelinvestigate ethics
complaints againstlawmakers,
instead of thempolicing them­
selves.
There still istime for the

Senate andHouse topass abill
creating independentoversight
of lawmakers.
But thetwo chambersdis­

agree over akey provision of
the bill–howlong secrecy
should shroud aninvestigation
if theState Ethics Commission,
which would conductthe inde­
pendent investigation, decides
a lawmaker hasviolated the
state EthicsAct.
The House prefersmaking

public immediately acommis­
sion finding that there isprob­
ablecause ofaviolation.
But theSenate wantstolet

legislative ethics committees

review the Ethics Commis­
sion's finding and askfor addi­
tional investigation beforemak­
ing publican allegation. If,after
added investigation, the Ethics
Commission reverses its posi­
tion, finding noevidence that a
lawmaker violated ethicslaws,
the allegation wouldremain
confidential.
Senate negotiatorsargued

that, under their proposal,any
final determination bythe Eth­
ics Commission that thereis
reason tothinkalawmaker
violated the lawwould become
public.
House negotiatorsdisagree.
The Senate's desireto delay

making allegations public–and
prolong secrecy –willkeep
legislators under the cloudof
suspicion brought onbyrecent
ethicsscandals, Popesaid,
addingthe impassemakes him
question whethersenators
really wantanyethics reform.
"It makes mefeellike, is

there really thewill (in the state
Senate)tohave thisreform? If
there isn't thewill tohave this
reform, that begsthe bigger ques­
tionof 'Why?'"

JamieSelf: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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Ethics reforms goingnowhere
Fouryears afterstateleaderspledgedtoupdate thestate'sethicslaws,
no majorreformshavebecomelaw.Alookatkey changes,
recommendedbyablue­ribboncommission,thathave notmoved:

A Strengthenpenalties forviolations ofthestate ethicslaws

A Bantheuse of campaignmoneytopaycriminal penalties for

violationsof the stateethics law

A Adopt greater protections andrewards for whistle­blowerswho

report government waste,fraud orother abuses

A Shortenthe timelimit thatpublic bodieshavetorespondto and

fulfillrequests for publicinformation, limit thefees that canbe
chargedfor searching and copyingthat information, andprovide
for enforcement ininstances where publicbodies dragtheir feet

A Eliminate theexemption of legislativepapers from public

disclosureunderthe state'sFreedom ofInformation Act

A Expand requireddisclosuresof conflicts of interests forpublic

officials,including requiringattorney­legislatorstodisclose fees
when they represent clientsin cases whereastateagency isan
opposing party,andrequiringpublic officialstodisclose all
fiduciary positions they hold, whether compensatedor not

A Extend totwo years fromone theperiod a legislator mustwait

torepresent a clientfor a feebefore a stateentity aftervotingto
pickamember ofthatorganization

A Expand the definitionof lobbyistto requireregistration and

disclosure frompeople andentitiesthat lobby localgovernments
andother subdivisions ofstategovernment

SC0148 State
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 06/05/2016

Ethics reformsstalled afteryearsof debate
BY JAMIESELF jself@thestate.com
136.09 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 3

67012-06-05_1002.pdf

County: Richland



Banningleadership PACs,
butnotGreatDay?
Ethics reformadvocatesand Gov. NikkiHaley'sethics taskforce
recommendedbanning, in statelaw, lawmakers fromsettingup
politicalaction committees, groupswhosespending the
lawmakerscandirect.

Critics say the organizations allowpowerful publicofficials–and
interests thatlobby state government –toexceedcampaign
contribution limits,exerting excessive poweroverelections and
the legislativeprocess.

The HouseandSenate alreadyhavebanned the so­called
leadership PACsby rule,but notlaw.

But some ethics advocatessay Haley nowhas a leadership PACin
the formof A Great Day SC, thepoliticalgroupformed totarget
stateSenate incumbentswho Haley opposes.

Haleypolitical adviserTim Pearsonruns the politicalgroup,which
istrying to oust longtimeGOPstate senators inthe upcoming
June14 Republican primaries.

Great Day isan "abuseof power," saidJohnCrangle of Common
CauseofSouth Carolina, a good­government,watchdog group.

But Great Day differsfromaleadership PAC intwo important
ways, according tothe group:

AFirst,Great Day wasset upunderfederal law as an

IRS­designated527 group, whichrequires itto disclose itsdonors
andits spending publicly.Current S.C.law requiresnodisclosure
of politicalgroups' activities, making iteasy for politicalgroupsto
formand conceal their activities.

AAlso,unlike leadership PACs,Great Day wasnot setup togive

campaign contributions tocandidatesand cannotdo so.Instead,
the groupis raising money andspending money on adsin some
Senateraces whereHaley hasdecided totargetincumbentsand
support their opponents.

"Asgovernor,(Haley)believes itis notonly appropriate buther
responsibility tomake thevoters awareof exactlyhow well–or
how poorly–they are beingservedbytheir electedofficials,"
Pearson said. "Shewillcontinueto useeverytool atherdisposal to
make sure thevoters know the truthbeforethey casttheir votes
on June14."
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Gov. Haleypicks
sides inHorry's
GOP primary
BY AUDREY HUDSON
ahudson@thesunnews.com
Gov. Nikki Haley on Fri­

day endorsed Scott Pyle
over incumbent Luke Ran­
kin for the Republican state
Senate primary, prompting
a backlash of criticism from
local officials who say she's
trying to stack the upper
chamber with lawmakers
who will side with her in
future disputes.
During a news confer­

ence for Rankin following
Haley's endorsement of his
opponent, Republican State
Reps. Kevin Hardee, Alan
Clemmons and Horry
County Council Chairman
Mark Lazarus said the gov­
ernor had no business in­
terfering with Horry Coun­
ty elections during a party
primary, which will be held
June 14.
Rankin said that while he

agrees with the governor on
many issues, he stood up to
her by overriding her veto
of a bill to extend the Myr­
tle Beach sales tax, used to
promote the Grand Strand
to tourists as well as pro­
vide a tax break to some
property owners.
Rankin also voted to

override Haley's veto of a
recent farm aid bill that
was intended to provide
$40 million in relief aid to
farmers impacted by recent
floods.
"I believe we can sum up

this election in a very few

words," Lazarus said. "Gov.
Haley is mad at Luke Ran­
kin because she can't al­
ways control him."
Rankin says that the

threats coming out of the
governor's camp is "we will
run someone against you if
you don't do what we say."
"This is extremely unusu­

al," Rankin said.
Rankin says Haley is

misrepresenting his record
on other issues, including
his opposition to Common
Core, and his vote against
pay raises for lawmakers.
"She is trying to pull one

over on Horry County,"
Rankin said.
Haley has made several

endorsements in the Re­
publican primaries for state
senators this week.
She endorsed GOP chal­

lenger Reese Boyd over
incumbent state Sen. Ste­
phen Goldfinch during an
event Tuesday in George­
town; endorsed newcomer
Wes Climer over state Sen.
Wes Hayes of Rock Hill;
and is throwing her support
behind Richard Skipper
over state Sen. Hugh Leath­
erman of Florence in that
contest.
Haley is campaigning

against Rankin and other
Republicans, calling them
"career politicians" who
have "lost their way."

"Scott Pyle is a busi­
nessman, not a career polit­
ician, and we can count on
him to cut taxes, rein in
government spending and
hold the career politicians
accountable to the people,"
Haley said in a statement.
Hardee says that Haley

doesn't know Horry County
voters very well, and point­
ed to her opposition against
presumptive Republican
presidential nominee Don­
ald Trump, who won 50
percent of the Horry Coun­
ty vote during the February
primary.
"She attacked Donald

Trump the same way she's
attacking Luke Rankin
now," said Hardee. "The
election results show she
was wrong then, and she's
wrong today ­ the people
of Horry County make up
their own minds."

Audrey Hudson:
843­444­1765,
@AudreyHudson
Haley isendorsing several
candidatesbeforeJune14
election
...........................................................

State Sen. LukeRankinsays
sheismisrepresenting his
record
...........................................................

Local officials say Haley
wantstostack thelegislative
deckwithpersonalpicks
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