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an answer to the complaint which is herewith served upon you, within «20«  days after service

of this summons upon you, exclusive of the day of service. If you fail to do so, judgment by default will

be taken against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.

" Deputy Clerk.
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT @UURT MAY. 17 tarn
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF SUUTH CAROLINA EANCOI La ALLEIY

C.D.C.U.S.ED,S.C.
CHARLESTON DIVISION

CIVIL ACTION NOe& X5@5

Harry Briggs, Jr., Thomsa L. Briggs, Catherine E. Briggs,
Thomas Gamble, Thomas Brown, Eurlia Brown, Joe Morris Brown,
iinnie Ms Corner, William Corner, Daisy Georgia, Julian V.
Georgia, H, A. Georgia, Leroy Georgia, Charlie P. Georgia,
Gervine Georgia, Roosevelt Georgia, William Gibson, Jre,
Maxine €. Gibson, Harold l, Gibosn, Ellen Henry, Joe H.
Henry, Joseph Hilton, lorgan Joknson, Gussie S Johnson,
Samuel Johnson, John Ae Johnson, Raymon Lawson, Eddie Lee
:#¥i/ Lawson, Susan Lawson, Villie Lee Uliver, “ary Lee Oliver,
#William Ce Gliver, Daisy Oliver, Lewis Oliver, Jr., Clestine
;y%é&g Barséh, Shirley B. Ragin, Carrie Y, Ragin, Willien Ragin,
~ Elaine Ragin, Elliott E. Richardson, Annie L« Richardson,
7:>ﬂ Janes De Hichardson Charlie E. Richardson, Dorothy I.
Richardson, Donald J. Richardson, Alberte Richburg, Rebecoca
ﬁ'(.co Richburg, Lillian Richburg, Hazel Richburg, larion Richburg,
He len Richburg, Calvin Richburg, Parnust Richburg, Lawrence
/7 L B, Rivers, Jre., Dock Robinson, Jrs., Willie L, Robinson,
-fﬁ Gennette Robinson, Janie Lee Fludds, Willie M. Stukess. Jr.,
s Gardenia E. Stukes, Lewis W. Stukes, lary L. Bennett, Lillian
ﬁz Bennett, John L. i.cKinzie, infants by their paren$t, guardians
and next friends, Harry Briggs, Eliza Briggs, James Brown, Jr.,
Theola Brown, liary Corner, F, Georgia, Elnoria Georgia,
Robert Georgia, Carrie Georgia, William Gibson, G. He denry,
Gladys Es Hilton, Morgan Hilton, Joseph Hilton, Gussie
Hilton, Lee Johnson, Bessie Je. Johnson, Susan Lawson,
Frederick Do Cliver, Mary Js Oliver, Bennié Parson, Jr.,
Edward Ragin, Sarah Ragin, Nathaniel Ragin, Theodore Ragin,
Lee Richardson, Lucrisher Richardson, EeEs Richburg, John
He Richburg, Richard Richburg, Frances Richburg, L. Be Rivers,
Charlie Robinson, Lizzie Robinson, Ester F. Singleton, Willie
e Stukes, Sre., Gardenia M. Stukes, Gabriel Tindal, and Annie
Se Tindal, on behalf of themselves and others similarly
situated,
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PLAINTIFFS,
- TS =

The Board of Trustees for School District Number 22, Clarendon
County, South Carolina, Re We Elliott, Chairman, Je De Carson
and George Kennedy, liembers; The County Board of Education

for Clarendon County, South Carolina, L. Bs leCord, Chairman,
Superintendent of Education for Clarendon County, Ae Jo Plowden,
We Eo Baker, liembers and He By Betchman, Superintendent of
School District Number 22,

s NP S A

DEFENDANTS »



COMPLALNE

L The jurisdiction of this @ourt is invoked under Title 28,
United 8tates, Section 1342 and under Judieial Code, Section 24 (1)
UeSe Cu, Section 41 (1), this being a suit in equity which ariges
under the constitution and/or laws of the United States, viz, the
Fourteenth Amendment of said Constitution and/or Section 41 and

43 of Title 8 of the United States Code, wherein the matter in
controversy exceeds, exclusive of interest and costs, the sum of
$3000,00,

2 e The jurisdiction of this Court is also invoked under Title
28, United States Code, Section 1343 and under Judicial Code, Sect=
ion 24, (14) 28 U«S4Cs, Section 41 (14), this being a suit in
equity authorized by law to be brought to redress the deprivation
under color of law, statute, regulation, custom and usage of a state
of rights, privileges and immunities secured by the Constitution

of the United States, vize, the Fourteenth Amendment of the said
Cons titution, and of rights secured by laws of the United States
providing for eq ual rights of citizens of the United States and

of all persons within the jurisdiction of the United States, viz.,
Section 41 and 43 of Title 8, of the United §tates Codes

3e Flaintiffs show further that this is a proceeding for a dew=
claratory judgment and injunction under Title 28, United States
Code, Section 2201 and under Section 274 of the Judicial Code for
the purpose of determining a question in actual controversy between
the parties, toewit: the question of whether the practices of
defendants in denying plaintiffs and other Negro school children

of public school age in School District #22 of Clarendon County,
South Carolina, on account of their race and color, education which

is egqual to that furnished white school children of public school

(2)
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age and in denying to plaintiffs and other Negro school children
on account of race and color, transportation to schools in bussos
maintained and operated by deferdants County Board of Education
for Clarendon County, South Carolina, and Board of Trustecs of
School District 3#22, while providing such transportation for
white children of public school is unconstitutional and void as a
violation of the 14th Amendment to the Constitution of the United
States, all of which will appoar more fully hereaftere

4e Plaintiffs bring this suit as a class action pursuant to
dule 23 A of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, on their own
behalf and also on behalf of all other persons similarly situated,
who represent o class so numcrous as to make it impracticabls to
bring them all before the Courts

S5e Plaintiffs, Harry Briggs, Jr., Thomas L. Briggs, Catherine
Es Briggs, Thomas Gamble, Thomas Brown, Eurlia Brown, Joe Morris
Brown, Minnie le Corner, William Corner, Daisy Georgia, Julian

Ve Georgia, He A. Gecorgia, Jr., Charlie P. Gcorgia, Gorvine Georgia,
Rooscvelt Georgia, Leroy Georgia, William Gibson, Jr., Maxine C,
Gibson, Harold ke Gibson, Ellen Honry, Joe H, Henry, Joseph Hilton,
Morga n Johnson, Gussie S« Johnson, Samuel Johnson, John A,
Johnson, Raymon Lawson, Eddie Lece Lawson, Susan Lawson, Willie

Lee Oliver, Mary Lee (liver, William C. Uliver, Daisy Uliver,

Lewis Cliver, Jr.,, Clestine Parson, Shirleoy Be Ragin, Carrie Y,
Ragin, Willion Ragin, Elainc Ragin, Elliott Richardson, Annie

Le Richardson, J=mcs D, Richardson, Charlic E, Richardson,

Dorothy I« Richardson, Donald J. Richardson, latherine Richardson,
Elaine Richardson, Emanuel Richardson, Alberta Richburg, Rebececa
Richburg, Lillian Richburg,Hazcl Richburg, Werion Richburg,

Helen Richburg, Calvin Richburg, Parnust D, Rivers, Lawrence

(4)
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Bs Rivers, Jrs, Dock Robinson, Jr,, Willie Le Robinson, Gennectte
Robinson, Janie Leo Fludde, Willie M, Stukes, Jre, Gardenia E.
Stukas, Lewis T, Stukes, Mary L, Bennett, Lillian Bonnett aﬁd
John L. McKenzio, are Kegro children of public school age,
citizens of thc United Statcs and of the State of South Carolina,
residing in School District #22 in Clarondon County, South
Carolina and attending thc public school meintaincd and operate
¢d within said school district and arec minors and bring this
action through their parcnts, guardians and next of kin,

6a The plaintiffs, Harry Briges, Eliza Briggs, Jamos Brown,
Jre., Thecola Brown, lary Corner, F, Georgia, BElnoria Georgia,
Robert Georgia, Carric Goorgia, William Gibson, G, H, Henry,
Gladys E« Hilton, liorgan Hilton, Joscph Hilton, Gussioe Hilton,
Lec Johnson, Bessiec J. Johnson, Susan Lawson, Frcderick D,
Uliver, Mary J. Uliver, Bonnie Parson, Jr., Edward Ragin,

Sarah Ragin, Nathanicl Ragin, Thecodore Ragin, Lee Richardson,
Luerisher Richardson, E.E, Richburg, John H, Riehburg, Richard
Richbrng, Franccs Richburg, L. B, Rivers, Charlie Robins on,
Lizzie Robinson, Estcr F,. Singlcton, willie M, S tukes, Sr.,
Gardonia I, Stukcs, Gabriel Tindal and dnnic S, Tindal, arc the
parcnts, guardians and ncxt of kin of the plaintiffs doscribed
in paragraph 5 above, They arc taxpayors and residents of
School District 22, Clarcndon County and bring this cetion

on behalf of and for the school children of publie school ago,
&ll minors as described in paragraph 5,

Te Defendant, County Board of Bducation of Clarcndon County,
South Carolina, oxists pursuant to the laws of the Stato of

South Carolina as an edministrative dopartmont of the S tate
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dischoarging governmental functionse. (Code of Laws of South Caroe
ling of 1942, Scction 5316), Dofcndants A. Je FPlowdcn and We
Ee Baoker arc members of the afasaid Board and arc being sucd
in their efficial capacitys

8 Dofcndant, Les Be McCord is chairman of the County Board
of Education of Clarcndon County snd County Supcrintcndent of
Schoelse Ho holds officc pursuant to the laws of South Carolina
a8 an administrativo officer of the State, charged with overall
suporvision znd govcrument of the public schools m&intaincd and
operated within the County of Clarcndon. (Codec of Laws of South
Coroline of 1942, Scctions 5301, 5303, 5306, 5316)¢ Ho is
being sucd in his official capacity.

94 Dcfondant, the Board of Trustces of School District #22
of Clorondon County, South Carolina exists pursuant to the laws
of South Carolina as an administrative department of the State,
discharging goverumental functions, gpecifically the maincne-
ance and opcration of tho public schools in District #22 (Code
of Laws of South Carolina of 1942, Scotion 5328), Dofendant

Re We Elliott is chairman of tho scid Board andholds offico
pursuant to the laows of the Statc (Codec of Laws of South Coro-
line, Scction 5328 and 5343)e Ho is boing sued in his officiel
capacitys Defondents J. De Carson and George Kennmody are
members of thc szid Board and hold office pursuant %o Soction
5343 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina of 1942, Thoy are
being sued in their officinl capocity. Defendant, q. Bs Botche

» - o®

man is the Superintendent of sohcools of 3chools District #22.

1 “

]

He'is.thd cxcéu%ivé‘afficor-of fhc”Board of Trustcea of échool

Distriet #22, charged with the rcsponsibility of maintaing,

(5)
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menaging and governing the public schools in thé aforesaid
District in 2ccordance with {1he rules, recgulations and poliey
laid down by the Board of Trusteccse He is being sued in his
officicl capocitye
10, All partics to this cction, both plaintiffs and defendants
arv citizouns of the United States and of the State of South
Carolina ond arc resident and domiciled in said States Defen-
dants, County Board of Education of Clarendon County and the
Boord 'of Trusteces of School District 322 exists pursunnt to
the laws of tho State as administrative deprrtments of the State
of South Carolina,
11, The State of South Caroline has declarcd public eduoation
a 3tate functions The Constitution of South Carolina, Article
II, Scction &5, provideod: _
" Frcc Fublic Schools--school districts bonded debt
groded school districts-~The General Assembly shall
provide for a liboral systcm of free public schools

for 2ll children betwcen the ages of six and twenty-
one years es"

Fursuant to this mandatc the Gencral Asscmbly of South Carolina
hes established a systom of froe public schools in the State of
South Carolina actording to o plan sct out in Title 31, Chapter
122 of the South Carolina Codec of 1942, Provision has been
mc.de for the establishment of separate schools for colored and
white porsons with the positive duty of mainteining those
separate schools under thc same gomeral regulations as to
monagoment, uscfulncess and officienty (Constitution of S, Co
1895, Article 11, Scetion 7; Code of L-ws of South Corolina,
Scction 5377). The establishment, maintenance and administration

of the public school system in Clarsndon Countyk South Carolina



is vested in the County Board of Education, County Superintendent
of Education and Board of Trustees and a Superintendont of Schools
for cach school district of the County. (Constitution of South
Carolina 1895, Artiocle 1II, Sectiops 1 and 23 Code of Laws of
South Corolina 1942, Scction 5301, 5316 and 5328).
12 The public schools of the County of Clarendon, South Caroe
lina, are under tho direct control nd supervision of defendants
-14J7 acting as an administrative dopartmont or division of the State
}%ﬂ%? of South Carolinae (Codo of Lzws of South Carolinc 1942, Seot-
j:)n. ions 5301 and 5328), Doforndants arc under z duty to maintain
ﬁﬁ C. an efficicnt system of Publie Schools in Clarendon County, South
/3/‘ ¢ Carolina (Code of Laws of South Caroline 1942, Scctions 5301,
5303 and 5328),
13. Defendants are under a duty to provide for the transpore
tation of pupils whorever such procedures will contribute to the
school systeme (Codec of Laws of South Carolina 1942, Section
5385)e By virtuc of the authority invested in them by the laws
of the Statc of South Carolina, defendants havce purchased,
loased and contractcd for the use of a large number of busos,
exclugsively for the transportation of white school children,
Dcfe:dants supervise, control and regulate the operation of all
of the buses uscd for the trausportation of school children in
School District 3322 of Clarecndon County, South Carolina.
14 Dofcidants over a long period of yecars have oonsistontly
pursucd eand maintained and are now pursuing and maintaining the
policy, custom and usagc of providing freo bus transportation
for white school children in School District #22 of Clarondon

County, South Carolina, and are foilihg and refusing to provide

(7)
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gimilar free bus transportation for Negre pupils in School
District #22 of Clarendon County, South Carolinae Such discrime
iuation is being practiced against_the plaintiffs and other
~egro children, similarly situated, solely on account of their
race and color, and in violat%ion of rights secured under the 14th
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States.,

15¢ The public school system in School District #22 Clarendon
County, South Carolina,,is maintained on a segreated basis,
White children attend the Summerton Elementary School and Sun-
merton High School, Hegre ohildren are compelled to attend the
Scotts Branch High Sechool, the Liberty Hill Elementary School
and the Rambay Elementary School solely because of their race
and colore The Scotts Branch High School, Liberty Hill Elemenw
tary School and the Rambay Elementary School are unequal to
the Summerton High School and the Summerton Elementary School
maintained for white childen of public school agé ate smperior
to the school mainta:ned for Negro children of public school
ages In short plaintiffs and other Negro children of publie
school age in School District #22 are being denied equal ed-
ucational advantages in violation of the Constitution of the
United States.

16, Plaintiffs have filed petitions with defendants request=
ing that defeudants cease discriminating against Negro children
of public school age attending public schools in District #22,
and defendants have failed and refused to cease discriminating
against plaintiffs and the class they represenf solely because
of their race and color in violation of their rights to equal

protection of the laws provided by the Fourteenth Amendment of

(8)
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Congbitution of the United Statese

17 Pleintiffs and others similarly situated are suffering
irrcparable injury and are threatened by irreparable injury in
4o future by recason of the act herein complained of. They have
2o plan, adoquate or complete remedy to redress the wrongs and
illegal acts herecin complained of other than this suit for de-
claration of rights a nd an injunction. Any other remedy %o
vhich plaintiffs a nd those similarly situated could be remitted
would be attended by such uncertainties and delays as to deny
substgntial relief, would involve a multiplicity of suits, cause
further irreparable ingury and occasion damage, vexation and in-
convenience not only to the plaintiff and those similarly sit-

vated, but to defendants as governmental agonciese

WHEREFURE, plaintiffs respectfully pray the Court that
upon the filing of this complaint, as may appear proper and con=
venieﬁt to thé Court, the Court advance this cause on the
docket and order a speedy hearing on this action according %o

law, and that upon such hearings:

(1) That this Court adjudge, decree, and declare the
rights and legal relations of the parties to the
subjoct mattor herein controversy, in ordsr that
such declaration shail?have the force and effect
of a final judgment or decroce

(2) That this Court enter a judgment or decree de-
claring the policy, custoﬁ, usage, and practice
of the defondants in maintaining public schools

for legro children because of their race and color

(o).



2,which are im every respect inferior to those

(3)

(¢)

(5)

maintained for white childrean is a denial %o

the legro children of the egqual protection of

the laws guaranteed by the Fourt.enth Amdndment

of the Unitéd States Constitution and is theree

fore unconstitutional and voide.

That this Court enter a judgment or decree de=
claring that the policy, custom, usage, and prac=
tice of the defendants of establishing and main-
taining adequate free transportation to and from
'school for white children while failing to or re-
fu;ing to provide such bus trasnportation to Negro
children because of their race and color is & denial
to the latter of the equal protebtion of the laws
guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment of the Con=-
étitution and therefore unconstitutional and void.
That this Court issue a permanent injunotion for-
gver rcstfaining and enjoinihg defendants, and each
of them, from making a distinction on account of
race and color in maintaining public schools for
egro children which are inferior to those maintaine

ed for white children,
That this Court issue a permancnt injunction for-

ever rcstraining and enjoining the defendants, and

each of them, from making a distinction on account

of racc and color in providing, cstablishing or ma ine
taining adegquate free public trausportation for white

children while failing to provide adeguate frce publie

(10)
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transportation for Negro children.

(6) Plaintiffs further pray that the Court will allow

them their costs horein and that furthor additional
or alternative relief as may appear to the Court

to be eguitable and Jjuste

Tt feidumis

T@u’q@-al_ Maun hall
Rt L Cot

Attornoys for Plaintiffs

/16 ?4// //ﬂs"”jﬁ’b S
CZO/é’hK?Agr;;, oo TR 40

~
/S May, 1950
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