
HALEY,WILSON OPPOSE
FEDERAL DIRECTIVEON
BATHROOM USE
Both Gov. Nikki Haley

andstate AttorneyGeneral
AlanWilson oppose a feder­
aldirective tellingpublic
schools toallowstudents to
use bathrooms aligningwith
their genderidentity.
Both saidinstatements to

The GreenvilleNews that
it'san issue for stateand
localgovernments.
Wilson sayshe istalking

toother attorneysgeneralto
discussifanything can be
doneto fightthe directive.
Federaleducation fundingis
at stakeif schoolsdon't
follow theguidance.
Haley sayswhen North

Carolina passedalawlimit­
ing anti­discriminationpol­
icies forLGBT people she
didn't believeSouth Car­
olina needsasimilarlaw. In
the same way, she saidthe
state doesn'tneed theOba­
ma administration imposing
what shecalls "a one­size­
fits­all policy fromWashing­
ton."
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SanfordbreaksRepublican ranks,
votes toclose Guantánamo prison
3GOP congressmensupportedthe failedamendment to
closethe prison

Sanfordopposes 'indefinitedetention'andrelocating
prisonersfrom CubatoSC

Vote isnotthe firsttimeSanfordhas sidedwithDemocrats
onthe issue

BY ANNADOUGLAS
adouglas@mcclatchydc.com
WASHINGTON
U.S. Rep.Mark Sanford on

Wednesday wasoneof just
three Republicans inthe
Houseof Representatives to
joinDemocrats insupport of
amove tocloseGuantána­
moBay inCuba andpoten­
tially allow federal officials
totransfer detention center
prisonerstofacilities inthe
United States.
Sanford told McClatchy

afterwardthat he'dvoted
for closingthe prison be­
causehe opposes thegov­
ernment holdingpeople
indefinitely–inmanycases,
Guantánamo prisonersare
held for yearswithout being
formallycharged with
crimes.
"Indefinite detention is

notconsistent withthe val­
ues that America wasbased
on,"Sanford saidinan in­
terview. "Ithinkif youlook
at themilitary tribunals ...
there wasfinality tothe

process: 'Wefind youguilty
inmilitary tribunal, we'll
takeyou outback andshoot
you,or we'll let yougo.' It
was not,'We're going to
holdyou forthe next 40
years.' "
A Republican majority –

with help from21Demo­
crats who brokerank with
their party –defeatedthe
proposal toclose Guantána­
mo BayonWednesday.
The issue came upduring

afternoon floor debate over
the National Defense
Reauthorization Act,abulky
pieceof legislation that
decides military spending
andauthorizes various na­
tional defenseprograms.
Federallaw prohibits

spending anyfederal money
toclose thecontroversial
military prison. The Nation­
al DefenseReauthorization
Act also prohibitsfederal
officialsfrom transferring
Guantánamo detainees to

prisons inthe United States.
Anamendment offered by

U.S. Rep.Jerrold Nadler,
D­N.Y., would have re­
moved those twoprovisions
fromthis year'sreauthor­
ization act.
Sanford andtwoother

Republicans votedfor Na­
dler's amendment.The
amendmentfailed by259­
163.
Previously, Sanford has

votedtoremove federal
fundingfor Guantánamo
Bay,which wouldeffectively
shutterthe prison. Butthose
previouslegislative efforts
to"defund"the prison's
operationshave failed in
Congress.
The other Republicans

whovoted for theamend­
ment wereU.S. Reps. John
Duncanof Tennessee and
JustinAmash ofMichigan.
Inthe past, Sanfordhas

saidheobjectsto Guantána­
moBay prisonersbeing

transferred toSouth Car­
olina, and hereiterated that
position Wednesday.
"We needto have alarger

conversation as Americans
about the notion ofindefi­
nite detention," Sanford
said."What the president
has proposedis changing
the geographyof indefinite
detention. But forthe detai­
nee, there isno difference–
whether you're detainedin
Cuba or Colorado."
Sanford praised South

Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley
for her recent testimony on
Capitol Hill against Presi­
dent Barack Obama's plan
to closethe military­ran
detention center.
Last summer,the Penta­

gon scoutedthe U.S. Naval
ConsolidatedBrig in Hana­
han, SouthCarolina, as a
potential site for Guantána­
mo transfers.The facility is
about five milesfromNorth
Charleston.
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SANFORDHASPREVIOUSLYSAIDHE
OBJECTSTOGUANTÁNAMOBAY
PRISONERSBEINGTRANSFERREDTO
SOUTHCAROLINA
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Senateoverrides veto;
S.C. farmersget$40M
BY JEFFREY COLLINS
Associated Press
COLUMBIA
South Carolinafarmers

will get $40million instate
aid tohelp thempay for
crops ruined by last year's
massiveflood.
The Senatevoted 39­3on

Wednesday tooverrideGov.
Nikki Haley'sveto of the
farm aid bill.The House
voted 112­2aday before.
The votes are asharp rebuke
of arare second­termveto
byHaley.
The billallows farmersin

disaster­declared counties to

applyfor grants ofupto
$100,000each, covering no
morethan20percent of
their totalloss.
Haley'sveto message

calledthe billabailout. She
saidfarmershave plenty of
other federal aid options
andshouldn't get help not
given toother small busi­
nesses.
Farmerssay that isn't true

andthe lack ofhelp was
causing sometogo bank­
rupt.
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Supreme Court:Haley can'tappointTransportationsecretary
BY SEANNA ADCOX
Associated Press
COLUMBIA
Astate Supreme Court

rulingWednesday tempo­
rarilyput the Departmentof
Transportation's leadership
inlimbo and, accordingto
lawmakers, underscored the
Legislature's need to passa
roads bill.
The justicesthrew outa

clause inthe2015­16budget
allowingGov. NikkiHaley to
continue appointing the
Transportation secretary,
saying itwasunrelated to the
budgetand thereforeuncon­
stitutional "log­rolling."
The issue iswhether "sus­

pendingthe terminationof
thegovernor's appointment
poweris reasonablyand
inherently relatedto the
raisingand spending oftax
monies.We holdthatit is
not,"Chief Justice Costa
Pleiconeswroteinthe 4­1
decision.
Underthe 2007 govern­

ment restructuringlaw that
put theTransportation agen­
cyinthegovernor's Cabinet,
Haley'sabilityto appoint the
secretaryshouldhave ex­
pired July 1,2015. Legislators
intended to address thatas

partofhighway­funding
legislation.
Whenthey couldn'tagree

onfunding,legislators
tacked aone­yearextension
ontothe budget.
Thecourt's order says the

authority to appoint anew
leader shouldhave reverted
last July to the Transporta­
tion Department'scommis­
sion, restoringits fullover­
sight of theagency.
The ruling is anothervicto­

ry forGreenvilleresident
Ned Sloan,aretiredpaving
contractor who,formore
than adecade, hassuccess­
fully challenged thelegisla­
tive practice of"bobtailing" –
tacking one billonto another.
Hours after the ruling,

commissioners voted8­0 in
an emergency meeting to
keep Christy Hall assecre­
tary and ratify herdecisions.
"We have noissue with

who the secretaryis. Appar­
ently theSupreme Courthas
an issue with how shegot
there," said DOTChairman
Mike Wooten. "She's what

South Carolinaneeds, and
weneed to keep herinthat
positionas longaswe can."
The Senate confirmedHall

assecretary inJanuary, but
she'd been atthehelmas
acting secretarysincelast
summer. It washersecond
stintin theinterimposition,
following the secondresigna­
tionofaHaley appointee.
Legislators havewidely
praisedHall's leadership
during theFebruary 2014 ice
storm and last fall'scata­
strophic flooding.
The high court'sruling

does show theramifications
ofwhatcould happen if the
Legislature continues to
delay onlegislation aimedat

fixingSouth Carolina's
crumbling roads,and ithigh­
lights theneed to combine
reformwith funding,said
Rep.Gary Simrill, R­Rock
Hill.
LaterWednesday, the

HouseWays and Means
Committeeunanimously
advancedabillmerginga
Senateborrowing proposal
withchanges intheDOT's
governance.It wouldcontin­
ueto givethe commission

appointingpowers, with
legislators'approval, but
allowthe governorto appoint
everycommissioner. Cur­
rently,legislators appoint
seven commissionersand
thegovernor appointsone.
Theborrowing plan –

whichtheSenateapproved
as partofits budgetproposal
for2016­17–usesabout
$200 million inexistingfees,
fines and vehiclesales taxes
to borrow$2 billion over10
years. Hall hassaid thatfrees
up other moneytheDOT can
use toreplace bridgesand
pave roads,allowingfor
more than $4billion worth of
work total.
Last year,the House

passed abill thatwouldhave
providedan additional$400
million yearlyforhighway
construction. ASenatever­
sion raised roughlytwice
that, but thesession ended
with opponents ofincreasing
gas taxespreventing avote
on theSenatefloor.
The DOThas saidit needs

an additional $1.5billion
annually over three decades
to bring thestate's highway
system togood condition.
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Columbia,
USC finalizing
bid tohost
NCAA men's
regional
...........................................................

Sites for2019­2022
tournamentstobe
announcedatendof year
...........................................................

...........................................................

Ron Morris leading initiative
as aconsultant tocity
...........................................................

Regionalcouldmean$10­15
millioneconomicimpact for
area
...........................................................

BY DAVID CLONINGER
The State(Columbia)
South Carolinawill see a

predetermined postseason
event playedwithin its bor­
ders forthe firsttime since
2005when the SECWom­
en's Basketball Tournament
is held inGreenville next

March.
Why stop there?
Columbia is finalizing a

bid tohost an NCAA men's
basketball tournamentre­
gional at ColonialLife Are­
na. The NCAA willconsider

host sites forregionals in
2019,2020,2021 and2022
and the cityand university
are aggressively lobbying to
be oneofthem.
"It's justtoogreat an

opportunity for the cityof

Columbia topass up,"said
Ron Morris, former col­
umnist for The Stateandthe
man whohas spearheaded
Columbia's NCAAbasket­

SEE NCAA,2B

NCAA
FROM PAGE1B
ball initiative."This could
have an economic impact of
10to15 million dollars for
the city andthe Midlands,
for oneweekend. There's
never been an eventinthe
history ofthe city tohave
that type ofimpact."
Morris, a collegebasket­

ball fanfor 50years who
has covered itfor several
publications and wrote
"ACC Basketball: AnIl­
lustrated History," proposed
the idea tothe cityafter the
Confederate flagwas low­
ered in July.
With theNCAA's boycott

of predetermined champion­
ship events inthestate end­
ing, Morris thoughtit would
be agood ideaif the city

and USC wouldbid ona
future NCAAtournament
regional, or hire somebody
tooversee the process.
The city agreedandasked

Morris tolead it. Morrisis
being paid$28,800 asa
consultant tothecity,or for
20 hoursper week since
July. He estimates he's
workedup to60 hoursper
weekon theproject.
Morris interviewed 35 to

40city andathletic depart­
ment officialsat arenas and
host cities whowon previous
bids,discovering what it
tooktoget a bid andwhat
Columbia neededto doto
make its bid oneof thebest.
Workingwith USC athlet­

icofficials Ray Tanner,
Kevin O'Connelland Char­

les Waddell alongwith Co­
lumbiaMayorSteve Benja­
min, CityManager Teresa
Wilson andothers, Morris
haslabored for 10months
onaplan that willwin an
NCAAregional.
Inthe middleofthe re­

search,North Carolina
passedthe controversial
HB2bill intolaw. The
NCAApromptly responded
bysayingdiscrimination has
nopartintheir business,
andwould startconsidering
host sites based onthe
host'sacceptance of all
people.
NorthCarolina hasbeen a

popular spotfor pastNCAA
basketballregionals, with
Charlotte, Greensboro and
Raleigh takingturns. With

thenew law threateningto
takeNorth Carolinaoff the
list ofpotential host states,
SouthCarolina couldbene­
fit.
"Wehave beenastate

that shows verystrong peo­
ple,of faith, andof kind­
ness,and ofacceptance, but
also willingness tomove
forward,"Gov. Nikki Haley
saidonMonday, when
Greenville was chosenfor
the SECwomen's tourna­
ment. "And so thisis really a
tribute tothe peopleof
South Carolina, for showing
that we are readytowel­
come inany tournament
that wants tocome."
Morris' planis tokeep

Columbia andUSC ahead of
the curve inbeing accom­
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modating hosts.The bid will
be finalizedand submitted
by mid­August (other cities
and arenas inSouthCar­
olina mightalso bebidding)
and the NCAAwill doits

own checking intothe site,
including visits,and then
announce the winners by
the end ofthe year.
"I'm so confident we'll

win andit will pay offinthe

end," Morris said."It'snot a
matter of 'if,'but 'when.'
You justcan't missan op­
portunity tobring an event
of that magnitude tothe city
of Columbia."
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Haley,Wilson
opposefederal
directiveon
bathroomuse
Both Gov. Nikki Haley

andstate AttorneyGener­
alAlan Wilson oppose a
federal directive telling
public schoolstoallow
students touse bathrooms
aligning with their gender
identity.
Both saidinstatements

toThe Greenville News
that it's anissue forstate
andlocal governments.
Wilson says heis talking

tootherattorneysgeneral
todiscussif anything can
bedone tofight thedirec­
tive. Federaleducation
fundingis at stake if
schools don'tfollow the
guidance.
Haley says whenNorth

Carolina passedalaw
limitinganti­discrimi­
nation policies for LGBT
peopleshe didn't believe
SouthCarolina needsa
similarlaw. Inthe same
way, shesaid thestate
doesn't needthe Obama
administration imposing
what shecalls"aone­size­
fits­all policy fromWash­
ington."
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Supreme Court knocks down deal
allowing governor toname roads chief
The S.C. Supreme Court

ruledunlawful Wednesday
aone­year budget amend­
ment extending thegover­
nor's ability toappointthe
head ofthe S.C. Depart­
ment ofTransportation.
The budgetamendment,

calledaproviso, was
strickendown bythe
court, strippingGov. Nikki
Haley ofher ability to
appointthe head ofthe
Transportation Depart­
ment,now ChristyHall.
However, thecommis­

sionthat oversees the
Transportation Depart­

ment held an emergency
meeting Wednesday to
appoint Hall,retroactively
from July1. The unani­
mous vote also approved
all actionstakenby Hall
since July 1.
Meanwhile, House

members onthe state's
budget­writing panelap­
proved aSenate proposal
that now mergeschanges
tothe Transportation
Department structure with
a bonding plantospend
roughly $4billioninroad­
repair projects.
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$40 millionfarm­aid
proposalbecomes
law overHaley's veto
BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com
The S.C. Senatevoted 39­3

Wednesday tooverrideGov.
Nikki Haley'sveto of $40
million inaid toS.C. farmers
who lostcrops duringlast
year'shistoric flooding.
The proposal nowbecomes

law. The GOP­controlled
House votedTuesday to
override Haley'sveto bya
112­2vote.
Toqualify, a farmer must

have lostat least 40percent
of acrop. The grants will
cover20percent ofthat loss,
not toexceed $100,000.
Republican Haley had

vetoed theaid, sayingthe
money would bean "unprec­
edentedbailout forasingle
industry affectedby last
year'sflooding."

ButtheheadoftheGOP­
majoritystateSenatedis­
agreed.
"Thisisn'taboutoffering

somekindofbailout,"said
SenatePresidentProTempore
HughLeatherman,R­Flo­
rence."Itisafiscallyrespon­
siblewaytosupportourfamily
farms."
Threesenators –Lee Bright

of Spartanburg, Tom Davisof
Beaufort andLarryGrooms
of Berkeley,allRepublicans –
voted touphold Haley'sveto.
Davis saidthe aid wasa

government bailout.
Askedwhyhevotedto

spendmillionstorenourish
S.C.beaches,whichhelped
tourism,Davisrepliedbeaches
arestate­ownedassets.
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'SIX­FIGURE'CAMPAIGN PLANNED

Pro­Haley grouptargets
twoRepublican senators
AGreat DaySC,aPACrunby
anadvisertoGov.Nikki
Haley,istargetingRepublican
Senate leaderHugh
Leatherman
.............................................................

Group alsotargetingSen.
LukeRankin,R­Horry,and
backing hisopponent
.............................................................

Group plans tospendin'six
figures' todefeat senators

BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com

A political group tiedtoS.C.
Gov. Nikki Haley ismounting a
six­figure campaign targeting
the state's mostpowerful polit­
ician andanother lawmaker
who hasclashedwith the gover­
nor.
A GreatDay SC is spending

six figuresontwo ads that start­
ed running this weekinthe
Florence and MyrtleBeach
television markets.The ads
target stateSenatePresident Pro

TemporeHugh Leatherman of
Florence Countyand stateSen.
Luke Rankinof HorryCounty,
saidGreat Dayleader Tim Pear­
son.
Like Haley,both Leatherman

andRankin areRepublicans.
GreatDay also is backing

Rankin's June 14GOP primary
opponent, RepublicanScott
Pyle,afinancial adviser.
As of Tuesday,Great Dayhad

reservedat least $80,000inad

time overthe next twoweekson
cable andbroadcast television
stationsinFlorence and Myrtle
Beach,according to amedia
buyer whoresearched the
group'splans.
ButPearson, Haley's former

chief ofstaff andher political
adviser, saidWednesdaythe
group is spendingmore –"well

SEELAWMAKERS,7A

LAWMAKERS
FROMPAGE1A
into thesix figures" ­to
defeat Leatherman and
Rankin.
"Thegovernor always

saidthat shewanted to
make sure peopleknow
what lawmakers aredoing
inColumbia," Pearson
said."Andeverything in
these ads istrue."
Rankin, whohas more

than$281,000 incash on
handfor hisre­election
bid,couldnot bereached
for comment late Wednes­

day.
Leatherman saidhehad

not seen an ad targeting
him. "IguessIought to
look at that andsee what
they say.'A niceguy?' "
Leatherman, electedin

1980,told reporters to
look at hisrecord tocheck
the ad'sclaims for accu­
racy.
Told the ad targetshim

for backingagas­tax hike,
Leatherman saidheeven­
tuallyled the fight this
year topay for roadre­
pairswithout raisingthe

gas tax.
However, Haley gave

lawmakers the greenlight
toraise gas taxesinher
2015 State ofthe State
address. ButHaley said
any increase inthe gastax
had tobeoffset byafar
larger income­tax cut,
resultinginanettaxcut
for SouthCarolinians.
Lawmakerscame up

with severalplans toraise
the gastaxand cut income
taxes.But Haleydecried
the plansfor not cutting
taxesenough. Later,sen­

atorsagreed onaplan that
did notraise the gastax.
Longtime GOPpolitical

consultant RichardQuinn
predicted Leatherman and
Rankinwill survive the
governor'schallenge. Both
are "senatorswho are
well­respected intheir
districts," hesaid."They
will withstand these ads."
A nonprofit that can

acceptunlimited contribu­
tions,AGreat DaySC has
raised$515,000from six
contributorsfrom six
states, according topublic
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taxdocuments available
online.
As of April, thedonors

included oneS.C. contrib­
utor,an auto salescompa­
nyfromHardeeville that
gave $100,000.
Leatherman objected to

out­of­state donorsfund­
ingthe pro­HaleyPAC's
efforts.
"It bothers me,frankly,

that we have out­of­state
money pouringinhere,"
hesaid."My take onthe
folks backinFlorence?
They absolutelydetest
out­of­state money com­
inginand trying tobuya
Senateseat."
Leatherman has$1.5

million tospend onhis
re­election bid, including

a$750,000personal loan.
The ads against Leath­

erman andRankin, both
of whom have GOP pri­
maryopposition, started
running this week, about a
month beforethe June 14
election.
Pearson wouldnot dis­

cuss any plansbyGreat
Day totarget other legisla­
tors.But Haley hassaid
sheplans tocampaign
around the statetohigh­
light the recordsof law­
makers who have failed to
support heragenda.
The ad targeting Rankin

accuses the 12­term at­
torney­legislator oftaking
"liberal" votes.The ad

Associated Press

Gov. NikkiHaley andVa.guber­
natorial hopefulEdGillespie

thenpivots toan endorse­
ment of Pyle,calling him a

"aconservative business­
man whounderstands the
economy ...the new con­
servative voicewe needin
Columbia."
Haley repeatedly has

clashedwith Leatherman,
considered the state's
most powerfullegislator
because hecontrols the
Senate's budget­writing
committee, sitsonapow­
erful statespending panel
andruns the Senate.
Atthe recent stateRe­

publican Partyconvention,
Haley blamed Leatherman
for ahighway expansion
projectslated foralow­
trafficked Florence road.
"Do youknowwhy

that's happening?"Haley
said."Because the presi­

dent of theSenate lives
there."

JamieSelf: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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Senate overrides
veto offarmaid

COLUMBIA

South Carolinafarmers
will get$40 million in
stateaid tohelp thempay
for crops ruined bylast
year'smassiveflood.
The Senatevoted 39­3

onWednesday tooverride
Gov.Nikki Haley'sveto of
the farm aid bill.The
House voted112­2aday
before.The votes area
sharp rebuke ofarare
second­termveto by Ha­
ley.
The billallows farmers

indisaster­declared coun­
ties toapply forgrants of
upto$100,000 each,
covering nomore than20
percent oftheir total loss.
Haley's veto message

called thebill abailout.
She said farmershave
plenty of other federal aid
optionsand shouldn't get
help notgiven toother
small businesses.
Farmers saythat isn't

true andthe lack ofhelp
was causing sometogo
bankrupt.
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