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America's Top States For Business

COMMENT SJoin the Discussion

We score all 50 states on 56 measures of competitiveness, developed using input from business
groups, economic development experts, companies and the states themselves. States receive points
based on their rankings in each metric. We then separate those metrics into 10 broad categories,
weighting the categories based on how frequently they are cited in state economic development
marketing materials. That way, our study ranks the states based on the criteria they use to sell
themselves. (Check out our methodology in scoring the states.)

VIEW RANKINGS: Data Table | Chart | Maps

Cos_t of _ _ Technology Business _ Cost Access
Overall State qug Economy Infrastructure Workforce Quality of Life & . Friendliness Education .o.f tq
Business Innovation Living Capital

1  Georgia 20 3 1 1 32 16 14 32 22 11
2 Texas 23 1 1 11 37 2 20 27 18 5

3 Utah 16 6 28 12 15 18 4 46 20 1

4 Nebraska 10 11 18 16 8 40 3 19 21 35
5 North Carolina 23 4 21 4 34 12 19 33 14 17
6 Minnesota 38 5 5 30 4 11 15 12 28 11
7 Washington 34 2 17 24 6 4 23 25 38 9

8  Colorado 35 8 29 5 12 9 16 28 34 1

8 Virginia 30 29 19 10 22 10 5 9 32 19
10 North Dakota 22 7 10 8 5 49 7 22 12 45
11 South Dakota 6 20 31 6 10 50 2 30 16 26
12 |owa 7 18 25 37 20 29 9 22 12 49
13 Arizona 28 15 8 2 27 19 16 50 27 5
14 Tennessee 13 14 4 6 50 28 18 39 9 33
15 Kansas 26 31 8 13 25 27 11 14 24 41
16 Idaho 8 42 34 8 16 41 6 45 11 21
17 Wisconsin 26 22 10 40 24 20 25 10 23 37
18 Ohio 15 15 6 46 43 17 33 15 15 29
19 Indiana 21 30 7 27 44 25 11 15 7 37
20 Florida 37 11 27 3 28 12 35 38 31 7
21 Wyoming 18 41 12 18 16 46 8 12 33 35
22 Oregon 33 10 23 39 13 22 26 39 37 15
23 Missouri 11 15 13 44 48 24 29 20 18 39
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24 South Carolina 9 13 14 25 40 30 34 43 10 41
25 Massachusetts 46 19 45 20 7 5 21 3 45 9
26 Michigan 31 28 16 15 45 14 32 34 17 23
27 Illinois 40 36 3 32 30 5 41 15 29 14
28 Oklahoma 1 26 33 35 49 39 27 41 3 41
29 Nevada 25 21 19 14 35 35 22 49 30 15
30  Arkansas 2 25 35 19 41 44 45 37 2 39
30  New Hampshire 32 33 48 41 3 26 13 10 43 19
32 California 48 9 24 36 23 1 48 26 47 1
33 Montana 12 38 25 46 11 45 42 21 25 27
34 Alabama 4 40 21 20 46 31 38 47 7 45
35 Maryland 45 24 39 20 26 7 42 7 41 27
36  Mississippi 4 26 31 17 38 47 49 48 6 31
37 New Mexico 17 43 15 30 33 32 47 36 26 23
38 Delaware 36 32 44 34 29 23 1 24 36 44
39 Kentucky 14 46 29 29 42 37 36 35 1 47
40  Louisiana 3 44 36 26 47 36 39 44 4 47
40  New York 50 34 38 43 21 3 29 1 50 4
42 \ermont 41 23 49 50 2 37 31 2 40 31
43 New Jersey 43 47 47 23 18 15 37 4 44 11
44 pennsylvania 42 37 37 48 35 8 39 6 35 17
45 Maine 29 48 46 41 8 43 28 8 38 29
46  Connecticut 47 49 42 32 14 21 24 5 48 7
47 Alaska 39 50 41 27 30 42 10 30 46 21
48  West Virginia 18 39 40 44 39 48 50 28 5 49
49  Hawaii 49 34 43 49 1 33 44 42 49 33
50 Rhode Island 43 44 50 38 19 34 45 18 42 23

Note: Detailed 2014 rankings are viewable at http://topstates.cnbc.com.
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*** CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION *** The information contained in this message may contain legally privileged and confidential
information intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or duplication of this transmission is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error, please notify us by telephone or email immediately and return the original message to us or destroy all
printed and electronic copies. Nothing in this transmission is intended to be an electronic signature nor to constitute an agreement of
any kind under applicable law unless otherwise expressly indicated. Intentional interception or dissemination of electronic mail not
belonging to you may violate federal or state law.

*** |IRS CIRCULAR 230 NOTICE *** Any federal tax advice contained in this communication (or in any attachment) is not intended or
written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting,
marketing or recommending any transaction or matter addressed in this communication.



