
January 8,2017

Richard M.witt
1111 Cornelia Circle
Greenwood,SC 29646

Gov.Nikki Haley
Office of the Governor
1205 Pendleton Street
Columbia,SC 29201

Dear Governor Haley,

Have you selected this years winner of the Order of the Palmetto
for 2017? If not I'd like to make a nomination for the highest
civilen award that can be given to a South Carolinian for outst­
anding community service.

His name is Mr Alvin Rankin.Mr Rankin is the owner and manager
of Greenwoods one ana only book store.I was always a loyal
customer to Walden book store in the Greenwood Mall or as I sti­
II like to call it Cross Creek Mall A large creek runs through
it.Nhen T.valdenbook store closed it broke my heart .l'lherewas I
going to buy my books now.

One day I was sitting at the stop light on main street and I
looked over to my left and saw the McCaslans book store it was
sort of like the small store was waving me down.So when I came
back through town I stopped by to check out this book store.I
was impressed for a small book store he had a good selection and
I took note of the History books he had.

I also recignized Mr Alvin from the days when he worked out at
the Greenwood Sta-Fit Fitness center.Hr recignized me also.I've
bought severl books from his book store.I bought the book I gave
you about Leonard Peltier from McCaslans book store.I bought
Coach Dawn Staley ~he Spirit of Crazy Horse about Leonard Pelti­
er and the FBI's war against the American Indian Movement (AIM).
I've ordered books and DVD's if it's out there he can order it
for me.So i~ is safe to say I'm rooted into stay with McCaslan's
book store.I'll let Books A Million,Walden and all the other big
name hook store stay in the larger cities we will hang with Mr
Alvin here in Greenwood.Some times I just walk in to look around
to see what he's got different then I'll say Well Mr Alvin I'll
be back when I've got some money to spend in here.

The last time I walked in it WitS to check 0:1 a hook I wanteClto
order.It was available that made me smile.I will also b~y m}
typewriter ribbons and correction tapes from him.I use to get
them frorr.Greenwood Office supply.They discontinued them.Office
Max got to where they could not order them any more.The Manager
asked have you checked with McCaslans book store.I took off over
there and het had the Ribbons on the wall hanger and he, ordered
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the Correction tapes and they were in my hand in two days.You
canlt beat service like that.He said,Ilm not the only person
in Greenwood thatls still using the Smith Corona electric ty­
pewriter.I told him I guess if you canlt get what I need any­
more I will have to shoot my typewriter and put it out of it­
IS missery.

11m sending you an article about Mr Alvin that was printed in
the Index Journal last year.Ilm sure you will be impressed
with his service to the community.He will be 66 years young
this year.I hope the good Lord will keep mr Alvin around with
us for a good while.He may retire,but I donlt think he will
go to far from the book store.Unless he goes to church,footb­
all games or on vacation.Ilm sure when God calls Mr Alvin
home Jesus will put him incharge of the Heavenly library so
he wont fill out of place with not managing his book store.
We need more people in the world like Mr Alvin Rankin.That is
why 11m nominating him for the 2017 Order of the Palmetto.
Thank you for your time and consederation.May God bless you
always and keep you in His Spirit.

Richard M.Witt

RMW/attachments

PS Mr Alvin is also a big Gamecock fan so that makes him very
Special in the Gamecock Nation.

Why does Heaven need a Library?
And I suppose that if all the other events in Jesus life were
writen,the whole world could hardly contain the books!

John 21:25

A scripture to honor Mr Alvin.
Commit your work to the Lord,then it will succed. Proverbs 16:3



By KATIE PEARSON
kpearson@indexjournal.com
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didn't suit. . .' . v:erywell;accord­
ing to Rankin. She suggestedajobat
Winn-Dixie so that he could get his
paperworkinto the scho~l011 time.

"1 don't want to. w()rk at aOWinn-
Dixie;' said.the 'Y()~g~r;x~IUlkin'"My.
sisterworksat ~iQtl,.l}).~e. .Mybroth­
er worksat Winn"Oixie.Idon't careto
workat aWinn-Dixie:'would have

to waituntil.one.ofhis other employ- See MCCASLAN'Slpage 4A



" '

supported us:' Rankin said.
"Wevejust had very;loW cus­
tomersthroughouttheyears:'
Childrens books have been

the store's biggest seller for
books the last fewwears; put

Wlt;hstandlng change,'
The booKstore lias been

operating ;since 1898, first
under the ownership of EM.

Contact Katie Pearson,at'864-
"4Olc84~8or on'rrwitje'r @I/k'"
pearson.


