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COLUMBIA

The last Confederate
battle flag toflyat the S.C.
Statehouse sits today in
storage atColumbia's S.C.
Confederate Relic Room
and MilitaryMuseum.
Thatis notthe honorable

display flagadvocates were
promised last summer as
lawmakers heatedly debat­
ed furling theflag in the
wakeof the slayingof nine
African­American par­
ishioners ataCharleston
church.
Ultimately, legislators

voted toremovethe flag
fromthe Statehouse
grounds anddisplay it at
the Relic Room,alittle
attended museum located
off Columbia's Gervais
Street. The detailsandcost
of that display, they said,
would beworkedout when
they returnedto Columbia
inJanuary.
Butlawmakers left Co­

lumbia this year without

acting onthe flag, largely
forgotten.
Deciding theflag's fu­

ture displaynext yearwill
require severaldecisions ­
including the cost,its loca­
tion andhow todisplayit.
Somewant theflag and

the Relic Room movedto
Charleston, a proposal that
someAfrican­American
lawmakers fromthe Mid­
landsmight welcome.But
doesCharleston ­the
birthplaceof theCivil War
but alsothe home ofthe
Emanuel AMEChurch
massacre­want theflag?
How theflag willbe

displayed alsois undecid­
ed.
A stateHouse Democrat

warnsthere willbeopposi­
tiontoflying theflag again
ifthat's proposedaspart of
that display.
Earlier this year, apro­

posal emergedto spend
$3.6million toenlarge and

renovateparts ofthe Relic
Room toincludeaflag
display, but legislatorsdid
notconsider that plan.
Instead,lawmakers ap­
provedstudying amove of
theRelic Room toChar­
leston.But Gov. Nikki
Haleyvetoed that plan,
sayingmoving themuseum
never wasdiscussed aspart
ofthe deal tofurl theflag.
"It's notthat much of a

surpriseto meatall that
it'sstillin storage," said
RelicRoom directorAllen
Roberson,citing other
more­pressinglegislative
priorities this year, in­
cludingpaying for road
repairs. He alsosaidit
could taketime toget an
appropriatedisplay correct.
Lawmakers hope to

decide howtodisplay the
flagas soonas nextyear.
"We're goingtoresolve

it,andit's goingto behan­
dledin a wayIthink the
vastmajority of South

Carolinians wouldfeel
comfortable with,"said
stateRep.Rick Quinn,
R­Lexington,acentral
figure in theHouse vote
last yearthat brought the
flagdown.

PROMISES MADE
On July10, 2015, S.C.

troopers handed the furled
flag tomuseum director
Roberson after bringing the

banner down infrontof a
crowd ofthousands.
Roberson, whowas then

tocarrythe flagoff the
grounds, remembershe
focused onnottripping. He
alsosaidhis wife, who
attendedthe event with his
children,was concerned
forhis safety.
"She was worried that

somebodycould beupin a
building... andIcould get
shot."
After theceremony,

Roberson andanother
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museum staffer climbed
intoan armored police car
anddelivered thecontro­
versialflag totheRelic
Room,several blocks away.
Roberson transferred the

100 percentnylon flagto
anacid­free textilebox
linedwith acid­free paper,
anenvironment designed
toensurethe banner,
whichcost $52, didnot
deteriorate.
A year later,the flag

remainsin that box.
Even though they had

morethan $1 billion in new
moneytospend this year,
legislatorsdecided notto
spend any moneyon the
flag.Instead, theyspent
that moneyon other pri­
orities, including about
$200million in added
moneyon roadrepairs and
morethan $300million in
additionalfunding forS.C.
schools.
Part ofthe reluctance to

addressthe flagissue again
wascost.
The first proposal given

legislators­calling for
expandingthe Relic Room
andrenovating parts ofthe
museumto display theflag
­camewith an estimated
pricetag of $5.3 million.
After somelawmakers
balkedat that cost,a sec­
ondproposal came in at
$3.6million.
Lawmakers recoiled in

"a littlebit ofsticker
shock"at those price tags,
Quinn said.
But, theLexington Re­

publican added,"There
were promises made(dur­
ingthe Houseflag debate)
todeal with it in an honor­
able way."
And,Quinn added,those

promises ­ that the flag
would behonored appro­
priately atanother location
­were important tosome
legislators, who seethe flag

asasymbol of heritage.
The promises convinced
flagsupporters in the
Houseto vote toremove
the flag, Quinnsaid.

RESOLUTION
NEXT YEAR?
StateSen. John Courson,

R­Richland, expects law­
makers to decide on aflag
display when theyreturn to
Columbia in January. He
also wantsdisplayed the
flag that flewonthe State­
house dome until 2000,
when the banner was
moved tothe Confederate
monument onthegrounds.
Butstate Rep.James

Smith, D­Richland, said
there will beopposition to
any proposal that would
involve flying ­asopposed
todisplaying ­theCon­
federate flag.
Itoffends theservice of

Confederate soldiers when
people continue toflythe

flag because its meaning
gets misused and abducted
byother organizations,
Smith said.
The Relic Room issueda

news release earlier this
month sayingthe museum
currently does not have the
space orfunding tocon­
struct aseparate, perma­
nent display forthe flag.
The release alsonoted the
museum isduefor re­
accreditation nextyear.
"We wanttomake sure the
final Statehouse battle flag
exhibit is doneas expe­
diently, professionally, and
accurately aspossible."
Smithwants tosee reso­

lution todisplaying theflag
next year."I don'tsee any
reason tonotmove for­
ward on whatwould bean
appropriate displayof a
historic artifact."

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope
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GERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

RachelCockrell,registrarat theSouthCarolinaConfederate Relic RoomandMilitary Museum,holdsupthe
Confederateflag thatwas taken downfromthe Statehouseayear ago.
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FLAG HANGS IN THE
CITADELCHAPEL
The Confederate flag still

hangs inSummerall Chapel
at The Citadel, justas it has
since 1939.InApril, the
U.S. Houseof Representa­
tives rebuffed an effort to
forceremoval ofthe symbol
bycutting off federal dol­
lars tothe institution.
The effort, initiatedby

U.S. Rep.Adam Smith,
D­Wash., andchampioned
byU.S. Rep. Jim Clyburn,
D­Columbia, would have
preventedthe Defense
Department from giving
federal money toROTC
programsat schools that fly
the Confederate flag.
The House Armed Servic­

es Committeerejected the
legislation, eventhough
The Citadel Boardof Direc­
tors votedlast year 9to3to
removethe flag afterthe
Charleston shootings. S.C.
Gov. Nikki Haley spurned
federal intervention inre­
moving the symbolfrom
The Citadel, calling instead
for the theissue tobe ad­
dressed throughthe state
General Assembly.

­ COMPILED BY RODDIE BURRIS
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THECONFEDERATEFLAG: 1 YEARLATER

Flag'sremoval coulddrivetourism
NAACP,NCAA liftedboycotts of SouthCarolina

Columbiamaking bidtohost NCAAmen'sbasketballtournament

Industry,tourismalsocouldbenefit

BY AVERY G.WILKS
awilks@thestate.com
Since theConfederate flag's

removalfrom theState House
grounds ayear ago,boycottsof
the statehave been lifted, pav­
ingthe wayfor a boost intou­
rismand the chanceat high­
profilesporting events.
The NAACP andNCAAlast

summer lifted theirboycotts of
SouthCarolina, put inplace
after the 2000compromise that
removed the flagfromthe State
House dometoanearby flag­
pole.
The stateNAACP convention

hasreturned toSouthCarolina
after spending recent yearsin
NorthCarolina andGeorgia,
saidDwightJames, theS.C.

NAACP'sexecutive director.
Lastyear the conventionwas
held inSpartanburg.ThisSep­
temberit's slatedfor Columbia.
"The wordis slowly getting

out that theflag hasbeen re­
moved fromthe StateHouse
grounds," Jamessaid.
The changesalso opened the

door forColumbia towork on
bringing an NCAAmen's bas­
ketball tournamenttothe state's
capital. A weekend­long tourna­
ment couldbring$10to$15
million toColumbia andthe
Midlands, according toRon
Morris, a formercolumnistfor
The Statenewspaper who has
led the city'sefforts.
Three collegiate conferences

since January have announced
they will holdpostseasonsports
tournaments inthePalmetto
Stateover the next fewyears.
Whether those decisions were
related totheflag's removal is
unclear.
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley,who

called forthe flag's removallast
summer, had saidduringa2014
gubernatorial debate that the
flag wasnot hurting thestate's
effortstodrawindustry –acon­
clusionfor which shecited the
lack of concernedchief
executives calling her.
Since theflag was raisedona

SEETOURISM,10A

FROMPAGE 9A

TOURISM
pole on theState House
grounds, Boeing, Volvo,
Amazonand othercompa­
nies established or expanded
their operations inSouth
Carolina.
Butas criesmounted for

the flag's removallast sum­
mer, businessleaders coa­
lesced behind theeffort,
sayingthe banner's furling

would supportinvestment
and industryinthe stateand
would help attractadiverse
and talentedworkforce.
Tourism also shouldsee an

uptick, somesay.
The S.C. Chamber ofCom­

merce hassaidtourists have
avoided thestate foryears
because of theflag. Many
would­betourists wrote

emailstoHaley after the
Charleston massacre saying
they would notvisitthe Pal­
metto Statewhile the flag
was stillflying.
Tourism numbers could

get a bumpfromthe return
of manyAfrican­American
family reunions, which will
generate revenuefor hotels,
restaurants andgas stations,

James said.

Staff writerCassieCope
contributedto thisstory.

Avery G.Wilks: 803­771­8362,
@averygwilks
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THEBUZZ

Haleygot
lotsof
advice on
flagissue
BY CASSIE COPEAND
AVERY G. WILKS
ccope@thestate.com, awilks@thestate.com

Thousands ofpeople shared
their opinions withS.C. Gov.
NikkiHaley about theConfed­
erate flagand herpush tore­
moveit from theState House
grounds last summer.
The delugeof morethan

10,000 pages ofemailsin­
cludedarangeof opinionsabout
the flag's publicdisplay. But
somecommentators offered
advicefor dealing with thedivi­
sive bannerbeyondtaking it
down or letting it fly.
Here's asampling of what

The Buzz found,sifting through
the documentsreleased
Wednesday inresponse toa
public recordsrequest. The

governor'sstaff omitted last
names ofthe senders.
The grandmother council
Elizabeth fromWaco, Texas,

suggested Haley appointacom­
mittee ofwomen over age 60
who are"grandmothers, quil­
ters, seamstresses,or creative
fabric artists."The group would
pondertwo"21st Centuryflag"
designs that S.C. residentscould
voteon, shesaid.
"This 'grandmother council'

(an idea derivedfrom theIroqu­
ois culture)approach tomaking
the worldsafer for andkinder to
ourgrandchildren andtheir
descendants isan appropriate
choice atseveral levels," she

wrote.
"Who wouldcriticize sucha

gathering, for onething?And
who couldcriticizethe voters
having the finalsay?"
Wanted: Artcontestants
Brian, an elementaryart

teacherfrom MyrtleBeach, said
the stateshould holdan art
contest forstudents grades
three andup todesignaflag
that would replacethe Confed­
erate flag.
Cynthia fromHollywood,

S.C.,suggested flyingthree flags
at the StateHouse.One would
representthe past(Confederate

SEEBUZZ,10A
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BUZZ
flag), anotherwould repre­
sent thepresent (a unity flag,
not designed yet) andthe
third wouldrepresent the
future (aworld peaceflag,
also not designed yet).
A contest fordrawings of

the unity andworld peace
flags wouldbe wellreceived,
she said.Whatevercontes­
tants come upwith would
"satisfy allinvolved."
Arevered flagpole
Mike,from Lexington,

simply wanted theflagpole.
"I wouldlike torequest

that when the flagis removed
fromthe StateHouse
grounds, I would liketoob­

tain theflagpole,"he wrote
tothe governor.
"This is notajoke,"he

added. "Ido notknowwhat
the plansare for it,but I feel
as thoughit shouldbe treated
with reverence. I'llremoveit
tomyhome in Lexington
where theAmerican flag
would thenfly fromit."
Cutting Turkey Day
Leslie fromDallas, Texas,

wroteon thedaythe flag was
removed: "Why don'tyou
call for the endof Thanks­
giving? Doyouhave any idea
what aslap across theface
Thanksgiving is toall Native
Americans?Do you?Do you

care about that? No."
Anew jobfor Haley
Bobbyfrom Lawrenceburg,

Tenn., congratulatedthe
governor onunwittingly
taking onanew job. He
thanked Haley forincreasing
membership inthe localKu
KluxKlan chapter.
"You were nominated

recruiter ofthe year.We
have received thousandsof
callssince this started."

STATE SENATOR
SUGGESTS SHUTTING
DOWN "THE MEDIA"
Inthe midstof anational

uproar onrace relations and

police­community interac­
tions,state Sen.Katrina
Shealy, R­Lexington, tookto
social mediaonFriday to
point her fingerat "the
media."
"I betwewouldsee a

change" if "we couldshut
down allmedia for one
monthexcept for weather
reports,"the Lexington Re­
publican wrote inaFacebook
post titled "America's Big­
gest Problem."
Shealy said"race"andlaw

enforcement are notthe
country's biggest challenges,
but that it "could very pos­
sibly (mostlikely) bethe
Media!!!"
She added:"The media

sensationalizes everything
that happens stirring the pot,
fueling an alreadyblazing
fire."
The post cameat the end

of aweek markedbyfatal
police officer­involved shoot­
ingsin Louisianaand Minne­
sota, andagunman's attack
Thursday night inDallas that
left fiveofficers deadand
seven more wounded.
Predictably, Shealy's com­

ments caught flakfromre­
porters and other First
Amendment advocates on­
line.
"Blessyour heart," she

responded tosomeon
Twitter.
Reached byphone Friday,

Shealy saidthecomment was
"tongue­in­cheek" –aimedat
asking, "Ifpeople couldn't
see violencefor a periodof
time, would it make adiffer­
ence?"
"I don'tknowwhat the

answeris. Whatdo youdo?"
she toldThe Buzz. "We've
gotten toapoint wherethat's
all yousee, andthe moreyou
see ofit, theworse it gets.
What's going tohappento­
night?"
Afterthe fallout, Shealy

saidshe's going tostoppost­
ingsimilar thoughts onFace­
book.
"I'm justgoingto post

more picturesof mygrand
kids."
Shealy alsocalled for

media, law enforcement and
otherstakeholders tosit
down at thetable andhave a
serious discussion about why
the tragic shootings arehap­
pening with suchfrequency.
"How doyoumake it bet­

terwithout making it worse?
Notthat we needto get ridof
the media–Ilove y'all,"she
said, adding,"Send them
somehugs and kisses for
me."

Reporter JamieSelf
contributed.

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope AveryG. Wilks:
803­771­8362, @averygwilks
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CINDI ROSSSCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Latestflag
flareup
highlights
problems
with
Heritage
Act
THESECESSIONISTSare

right:Gov.NikkiHaley
brokethelawwhenshe
orderedtheCoastal

Carolinaflagflownfromthe
StateHousedometocelebrate
theschool'snationalbaseball
championship.
Andthegovernor,asusual,

brushedasidethecriticism,ig­
noredthelegalitiesandsaid,
essentially,whyshouldIobeya
lawthatdoesn'tmakesense?
Thatpatternofbreakingthe

lawandactingasthoughitsim­
plydoesn'tmatterwouldmake
HillaryClintonblush.Butthisis
notacolumnaboutGov.Haley,
whoclearlyactedwiththebestof
intentions.
Thisisacolumnaboutthe

HeritageAct,whichtheLegisla­
tureamendedonJuly9,2015,in
ordertoremovetheConfederate
flagfromtheStateHouse
grounds­amandatecarriedout
onasunnymorningoneyearago
today,inasolemnseven­minute
ceremonyattendedby10,000
andpunctuatedbyunderstan­
dablebutunseemlycheersand
chants.
Thatwasgoodforourstate,

butitproducedunrealisticexpec­
tations,andunforeseenconse­
quences.
Theflagwasn'tevenoffthe

polebeforethefocusshiftedto
whatcomesnext.Itsmostardent

opponentssufferedunderthe
delusionthatSouthCarolinians'
desiretoremoveaflagthat
causedsuchpaintotheirneigh­
borswouldtranslateintoacru­
sadetoremoveotherreminders
oftheuglypartsofourpast.Its
mostardentdefenderssuffered
underthesamedelusion­or
perhapsparanoia.
Whenitbecameclearthatthey

wereallwrong,wegot…alaw­
suit."Hellno"rallieswithaflag
wheeledinonaportablepole.
Congressionaleffortstodictate
statepolicy.Andmostbizarrely,
thosebullyingcomplaintsabout
thegovernorraisingtheflagof
ournewnationalchamps.
Noneofthathasmademuch

difference,whichisgood,be­
causethat'snothowwe'resup­
posedtoresolveourdifferences
inarepresentativedemocracy.
WhatGov.Haleyshouldhave

saidafterthesecessionistscom­
plainedwas:"Ohmygoodness,I
hadnoideathiswasagainstthe
law.I'msorryIviolatedthelaw.
Butthat'salawweneedtofix."
Becauseofcoursethestateought
tobeabletorunanational
champion'sflagupthestate's
mostimportantflagpole,justlike
wedid(illegally)whenUSCwon
back­to­backbaseballchampion­
shipsin2010and2011and(le­
gally)whenClemsonwona

footballchampionshipin1981.
That'snottheonlychange

neededtotheHeritageAct,
whichbroughttheflagoffthe
StateHousedomein2000but
includedsomeshortsightedand
troublesomeprovisions.
GreenwoodMayorWelborn

AdamstoldTheAssociatedPress
thatifthegovernorcouldviolate
thatlaw,heoughttobeabletoas
well.Ofcourse,that'snotthe
waytosolvehisproblem,which
isthatthelawprohibitshimfrom
replacingthesegregatedplaques
onacitywarmonumentwith
integratedplaques.Neitheristhe
lawsuitMr.Adamsfiledclaiming
theLegislaturehasnorighttotell
hiscitywhatitcanandcan't
honor.TheHeritageActisnot,
asfarasIcantell,unconstitu­
tional.It'ssimplyabadlaw,from
toptobottom.
Attopisthatlanguageforbid­

dinganythingbuttheU.S.and
S.C.flagsflyingovertheState
House.That'sunnecessary:No
oneisgoingtohoistacontro­
versialbanneratopthedome
withoutalegislativeorder.And
likemostunnecessarylaws,it
hasthoseunintendedconse­
quences­likeprohibitingthe
spontaneouscelebrationsagov­
ernoroughttobeabletoinitiate
whenthestatehassomethingbig
tocelebrate.
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Atbottomisthatsweeping
sectionthatsaysnostateorlocal
property"dedicatedinmemory
ofornamedforanyhistoric
figureorhistoricevent"canbe
"relocated,removed,disturbed,
oraltered"withoutapprovalby
two­thirdsoftheHouseand
Senate.
TheLegislaturehasnomore

businesstellingcitiesandcoun­
tiestheycan'trescindhonors
thanitwouldhavesayingthey
must.TheLegislaturehasallthe
businessintheworldtelling
collegesandotherstategovern­
mententitieswhattheycanand
can'tcelebrate.Itsimplyexer­
cisedbadjudgmenthere.
Ideally,regardlessofwho's

makingthedecisions,mostifnot
allmonumentswouldstay;

names,betheyofroads,build­
ings,bridgesorculverts,notso
much.
Butaslongaswe'restuckwith

them,thebestdefenseisagood
offense.Greenwoodshoulderect
signsinfrontofitswarmemorial
declaring:"Weprefernotto
celebratesegregation,butthe
S.C.Legislaturehasmandated
thatwemust."TheCitadelmight
trythatapproachtotheConfed­
erateflaginitschapel.Clemson
oughttoinvestinsomelarger
signs,whichexplainwhyit
doesn'twanttobeassociated
withamanwhourgedwhitesto
massacreblacksandwhythe
schoolisappalledthatitcan't
restore"TillmanHall"toits
originalname.
Otherentitiesshackledwith

honorstodishonorablepeople
andregrettableeventsshoulddo
likewise.Whatbetterwayto
preserveourhistorythantotell
itsfullstory,nomatterhowugly
itmightbe?

Ms.Scoppecanbereached
atcscoppe@thestate.com
orat(803)771­8571.

''WHATBETTERWAY
TOPRESERVEOUR
HISTORYTHANTOTELL
ITSFULLSTORY,NO
MATTERHOWUGLYIT
MIGHTBE?
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Abortion­bill signing
wasdisgraceful
Gov. Nikki Haley'sphoto­op

commemorating her signing of
the 20­weekabortion ban is
abhorrentinso many ways.
Usingspecial­needs children

as propsis the lowestkind of
publicitystunt.
Signing the billat aChristian

schoolmakes it clear that in
SouthCarolina, there is nosep­
aration ofchurch andstate: If
youdonot believeinthe God of
Nikki Haley andourlegislators,
yourbeliefs willnot behonored
as reflectedby ourlaws.
I hope that theflagrant mis­

use of thepower ofgovernment
as representedbythis bill sign­
ingmakes it that much easier
for the Supreme Courtto find
this lawunconstitutional.

–AgnesF. Pomata
WadmalawIsland
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THECONFEDERATEFLAG: 1YEAR LATER

WhytheConfederate
flagisstillinabox

S.CLEGISLATORSDIDNOT
APPROVESPENDINGANY
MONEYTODISPLAYTHE
CONFEDERATEFLAG
BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com

The last Confederate battle flag
tofly at the S.C.State House
sits todayinstorage atColum­
bia's S.C. Confederate Relic

Room andMilitary Museum.
That isnot the honorable displayflag

advocates were promised lastsummer
as lawmakers heatedly debated furling
the flag inthewake ofthe slayingof
nine African­American parishioners ata
Charleston church.
Ultimately, legislatorsvoted tore­

movethe flagfrom theState House
grounds anddisplay it at theRelic
Room, alittle attendedmuseum locat­
ed off Columbia's Gervais Street.The

detailsand cost ofthat display, they
said, wouldbeworked outwhen they
returned toColumbiainJanuary.
Butlawmakers left Columbia this

year withoutacting ontheflag, largely
forgotten.
Deciding theflag's future display

next yearwill require severaldecisions
–includingthe cost,its location and
how todisplayit.
Somewant theflag andthe Relic

Roommoved toCharleston,aproposal

SEEFLAG,11A

ONLINE

THESTATE.COM:Avideoonwhere

the flag is now,andatimeline of
events thatled to the Confederate
flag's removal from theS.C.State
House grounds ayear ago.

MOREINSIDE

INSIDE: How the flag's removal
is affecting tourism, sports,9A

PALMETTO: A lookat S.C.battle
flags atthe ConfederateRelic
Room andS.C. StateMuseum,1C

SCOPPE: Latestflag flareup
highlights problemswith
HeritageAct, 2C

FROMPAGE1A

FLAG
that someAfrican­Amer­
ican lawmakers fromthe
Midlands mightwelcome.
Butdoes Charleston–the
birthplace ofthe Civil War
but also thehome of the
EmanuelAME Church
massacre –wantthe flag?
How the flagwill be

displayed also is undecid­
ed.
A stateHouse Democrat

warnsthere will beopposi­
tion toflyingthe flag
again ifthat's proposed as
partof that display.
Earlierthis year,apro­

posalemerged tospend
$3.6 million toenlarge
andrenovate parts ofthe
Relic Roomtoinclude a
flagdisplay, but legislators
did notconsider that plan.
Instead, lawmakers ap­
proved studyingmoving
the Relic RoomtoChar­
leston. ButGov. Nikki
Haley vetoedthat plan,
sayingmoving the mu­
seumnever wasdiscussed
as partof thedeal tofurl
the flag.
"It'snot that much ofa

surprise tomeat allthat

it's stillinstorage,"said
Relic Roomdirector Allen
Roberson, citingother
more­pressing legislative
priorities this year,in­
cluding payingfor road
repairs.He also saidit
couldtake timeto get an
appropriate displaycor­
rect.
Lawmakershope to

decide how todisplaythe
flagas soon asnext year.
"We'regoing toresolve

it,and it'sgoing tobe
handled inaway I think
the vast majorityof South

Carolinians would feel
comfortable with," said
stateRep. Rick Quinn,
R­Lexington, acentral
figure inthe Housevote
last year that broughtthe
flagdown.

PROMISES MADE
On July10, 2015, S.C.

troopers handed the furled
flagto museumdirector
Roberson after bringing
the bannerdown infront
of acrowd of thousands.
Roberson, whowas then

tocarry theflag offthe
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grounds, remembers he
focused onnot tripping.
He also saidhiswife, who
attended theevent with
hischildren, was con­
cernedfor hissafety.
"She was worriedthat

somebody couldbeupin a
building ...and I couldget
shot."
Afterthe ceremony,

Roberson and another
museumstaffer climbed
into an armored policecar
anddelivered the contro­
versial flagtothe Relic
Room, severalblocks
away.
Roberson transferred

the 100 percentnylon flag
toan acid­freetextile box
lined withacid­free paper,
an environment designed
toensure thebanner,
which cost $52,did not
deteriorate.
A year later,the flag

remains inthat box.
Eventhough theyhad

morethan $1billion in
new money tospend this
year,legislators decided
not tospend any money
onthe flag.Instead, they
spent that money onother
priorities, includingabout
$200 million inadded
money onroadrepairs
andmore than$300 mil­
lioninadditional funding
for S.C. schools.
Partof thereluctance to

address theflag issue
again was cost.
The firstproposal given

legislators –calling for
expanding theRelic Room
andrenovating partsof
the museumtodisplay the
flag –camewith an esti­
mated price tag of$5.3
million. Aftersome
lawmakers balked at that
cost,asecondproposal
came inat$3.6million.
Lawmakersrecoiled in

"alittlebit of sticker
shock" at those pricetags,
Quinn said.

But, the LexingtonRe­
publican added,"There
were promises made(dur­
ingthe Houseflag debate)
todeal with it inan honor­
ableway."
And,Quinn added,

those promises –that the
flag wouldbehonored
appropriately at another
location–wereimportant
tosomelegislators, who
see theflag asasymbolof
heritage. The promises
convincedflag supporters
inthe Housetovote to
removethe flag, Quinn
said.

MOVE THE RELICROOM
TO CHARLESTON?
Whattime legislators

spent onthe flagissue this
year centeredonapropos­
al bystateRep. Chip
Limehouse, R­Charleston,
tostudy moving the Relic
RoomtoCharleston.
InColumbia, the Relic

Roomdraws fewvisitors–
only24,700 last year,
about one­third of them
childrenwho enterthe
museumfor free.
Thatcompares with the

StateMuseum's approxi­
mately 181,000 visitors.
Ticket sales for theRelic

Roomgenerated about
$100,000 ofthe military
museum's $826,000bud­
get last year. Taxpayers
picked upthe rest.
InCharleston, which

drawsmore tourists, the
museumwould attract
moreadmission­paying
visitors, Limehouse said.
Ultimately, legislators

approved Limehouse's
study as partof thestate
budget, deferring any
actionondisplaying the
flag.
However, Haley vetoed

that budget proposal,
sayingit was important to
legislators, who she
workedwith tobring

down the flag,"to develop
aproper, respectfulplace
for"the bannerat the
current Relic Roomloca­
tion.
"Neverinany of those

conversations …did they
talk about moving it to
Charleston," Haley said
last month. The proposal
arose because acouple of
legislators or formerlegis­
latorswant themuseum
moved toCharleston,she
said."We talkedabout
Columbia –never didwe
talk about Charleston –
andIhave to stay trueto
myword onthat."
House members

sustainedthe governor's
veto.
Eventhough Lime­

house,who retired from
the S.C. Housethis year,
pushed tolook at the
move, notall inChar­
leston wouldwelcome the
flag.
StateSen. MarlonKimp­

son, D­Charleston,saidit
would sendthe wrong
message torelocate the
flag tothecity wherethe
shooting tookplace.
"This cityhas been

through tremendoustrag­
edy,"Kimpsonsaid. "Itis
time toclosethe chapter
onallowing that symbolto
polarize this state."
There hasnot been a

discussion at allin the
Senateabout displaying
the flag, Kimpsonsaid.
"People areready, quite
frankly tomoveon."
Charleston County

Council ChairmanElliott
Summeysaidhe wouldbe
absolutelyagainst moving
the flagand RelicRoom to
Charleston.
There is "no sense in

openingold wounds,"he
said, especiallybecause of
what thecommunity has
been throughduringthe
past18months.

StateSen. JohnCour­
son, R­Richland, also
opposes moving the Relic
Room.
"That'sjust notgoing to

happen," Coursonsaid.It
and theStateMuseum,
both housedinthe same
building,feed off each
other for attendance, he
said.
The military museumis

an important archive of
the state's history,said
stateRep. James Smith,
D­Richland. "I'mfor
keeping theRelic Roomin
Columbia."
However, others

wouldn't mindif theRelic
Room–and theflag –
went somewhere else.
"(It) wouldn't hurtmy

feelings, assomeone who
lives inColumbia, tohave
it beout ofColumbia,"
saidstateSen. Darrell
Jackson, D­Richland. "I
wouldn't feeleither joyful
or sadifit moved."
Jackson noted Char­

leston iswhere the Civil
Warbegan.
Butothers saythe Relic

Room–which chronicles
the state's entiremilitary
history, not justthe Civil
War–has important ties
tothe Midlands.
While its military collec­

tion hasastatewidefocus,
the Relic Roomhasabig
Midlands component,
includingflags frommost
of theCivil Warcompa­
nies formed around Lex­
ington, Saludaand Edge­
field, museumdirector
Roberson said.
"We have apurpose

here," hesaid.

RESOLUTION
NEXT YEAR?
Jackson saidhehas

been involvedwith Con­
federateflag discussions
since hewas afreshman
senator.
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Afterlast year's emo­
tional debate,Jackson said
there was notmuch appe­
titethis year todebate
again where theflag
should go. "Itwas nota
conversation."
However, Coursonex­

pects lawmakers todecide
onaflagdisplay when
they return toColumbia in
January. He also wants
displayed the flagthat
flew ontheState House
dome until 2000,when
the bannerwas movedto
the Confederate monu­
ment onthe grounds.
ButSmith saidthere will

beopposition toany pro­
posalthat would involve
flying–as opposedto
displaying–theConfeder­

ate flag.
The division the symbol

causes andits historic
meaning are bothreasons
the flagshould bedis­
played, not flown,ina
museum, Richland Rep.
Smith said.
Flying theConfederate

flag byagovernment
entity would violate the
terms ofsurrender bythe
Confederate soldiers,
Smith said.
If peoplewant toflythe

Confederate flag ontheir
ownlawns andhomes,
that's onething, Smith
said.But that isdifferent
fromthe stateand govern­
ment entities flyingthe
flag.

Smith quotedaspeech
byConfederate Gen.
Wade Hampton:"When
youfurled it forever you
pledged yoursoldierly
honor toobserveinviolate
the termson whichyou
surrendered."
Itoffends theservice of

Confederate soldiers
when peoplecontinue to
fly theflag because its
meaning gets misused and
abductedby otherorgani­
zations, Smithsaid.
"To placeit inthe con­

text ofhistory istoput it
inacase inamuseum, not
flyingit," Smith said.
The Relic Roomissued

anews releaseearlier this
month sayingthe museum
currently doesnot have

the spaceor funding to
construct aseparate, per­
manentdisplay for the
flag. Therelease also
noted the museumis due
for re­accreditation next
year. "Wewant tomake
sure the final StateHouse
battle flagexhibit is done
as expediently, profession­
ally,and accuratelyas
possible."
Smith wantstosee reso­

lution todisplaying the
flag nextyear.
"Idon't see any reason

tonot moveforwardon
what wouldbe an appro­
priate displayof ahistoric
artifact."

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope

''THEREWEREPROMISESMADE(DURING
THEHOUSEFLAGDEBATE)TODEAL
WITHITINANHONORABLEWAY.
StateRep. Rick Quinn, R­Lexington
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GERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

RachelCockrell, registrarat theSouthCarolinaConfederateRelicRoomandMilitary Museum,holdsuptheConfederateflag that
was taken downfromtheState Houseayearago.

JUNE20, 2015
Peoplegatheredon theState House
groundstoshowsupportfor taking
downthe Confederatebattleflag.
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JUNE24, 2015
StateSen.Clementa Pinckney'scasket
passesthe Confederate flagat the
StateHouse.

JULY9,2015
SouthCarolinaGov. NikkiHaley
signedthe billthat wouldremove
theConfederateBattleFlag.

JULY10, 2015
Alargecrowdgathered towatch the
SouthCarolinaHighwayPatrolHonor
Guardremove theflag.
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SOUTHCAROLINA

Secession group to flyConfederate
flag again atState House
Rallymarks one­yearanniversaryofflag'sremoval

Lawenforcement:Heavysecuritypresence expected

"We'vefought thatbattle,andwe'veagreedtomove
on," DemocraticS.C.senatorsays

BY BRISTOW MARCHANT

bmarchant@thestate.com
One yearafter thou­

sands watchedas the
Confederate flag was
removed fromaflagpole
onthe StateHouse
grounds, the divisive ban­
nerwill rise again at the
SouthCarolina Capitol.
Atleast temporarily.
The SouthCarolina

Secessionist Partywill
raise therebel banner
Sunday duringaceremony
tomarkthe one­yearanni­
versary of theflag coming
down.
The Secessionists, who

support SouthCarolina
leaving the Union again,
planto raisethe flagon a
30­foot aluminum pole

with aplastic basein the
same spot whereit flew
before, nearthe Confeder­
ate SoldierMonument on
the StateHouse's front
lawn. The ceremony starts
at 11 a.m. The flagwill be
removed at theend ofthe
rally.
A Confederate memo­

rial honorguard will take
part intheflag raising,
which supporters planto
make an annual event.
James Bessenger, the

chairman of theSeces­
sionist Party's board,ex­
pects the eventtodrawa
crowd of hundreds, based
oninterest on theparty's
Facebook page.

The group hasnot
changed itsplans toas­
semble inlight of the
latestmass shooting,
when police officerswere
shot and killed inDallas
late Thursday duringa
protest.
Bessenger said hewas

contacted byS.C. capitol
police Fridaytoask ifthe
rally would bepostponed
inlight of thepolice shoot­
ingsinDallas during a
protest about police vio­
lence againstAfrican­
Americans. He said Public
Safety did notformally ask
the group tochangeits
plans.
"We hadaspecialboard

meeting (Friday), andthe

board decided tocontinue
with the rally," Bessenger
said.
Bessenger said therally

also would honorthe slain
law enforcement officers
inDallas with black rib­
bons and raisealawen­
forcement emblemalong­
side the battle flag.
Because ofthe Dallas

shooting, membersof the
Upstate Black Lives Mat­
ter chapter will notbe
attending the rallySun­
day.
On arecent conference

call, theUpstate chapter
and otherswere"all in

SEE FLAGRALLY,5A

FROMPAGE3A

FLAGRALLY
agreement that we didn't
really wanttofocus our
attention onthe flagat
this time,"said Green­
ville's Derrick Quarles,
president ofthe activist
group'sUpstate chapter.
Quarles said "it'savery

sensitive timearound the
nation,"and thegroup did
not wantthe rally toresult
inviolence.
Bessenger said thepush

toremovethe flag wasthe

result of"political correct­
ness,"which also hasbeen
atalking pointinthe pres­
idential campaign."Peo­
ple are sickofhearing that
people's feelings are
hurt,"he said.
"Ourhistory isbeing

erased,"hesaid, compari­
ngthe pushtoremovethe
Confederate battle flag to
the Islamic State's looting
of Middle Eastern mu­
seums anddestruction of
historical artifacts. "It's

like culturalMarxism."
ButQuarles had adif­

ferentinterpretation.
Bringing the flagdown

was "thecorrectthing to
dobecause of the history
andthe legacyattached to
the flag, which,inmy
opinion, is aheritage of
racism andhate toward
blacks andminorities," he
said.
StateSen.John Mat­

thews,D­Orangeburg,
said there was nochance

of theflag returning tothe
StateHouse grounds.
"We've foughtthat

battle,and we've agreed
tomoveon," Matthews
said."We wanttoput the
focus onhealthcare, on
education,and it doesno
good tohavethis backout
there. ...We've decidedto
moveoninto the 21st
century."
Securityhas beena

concern at the State
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House sincethe Confeder­
ate flagdebate flared up
last year after theracially
motivatedshooting at
Emanuel AME Churchin
Charleston. Nineblack
parishioners were killed
byawhite gunmanduring
aBible study andimages
surfaced of thegunman
draped inthe flag.
Focus quicklyshifted to

the flagat the State
House. Aweek after the
shooting,aprotester
climbed the polethat flew
the flagand pulledthe flag
down.
Gov.Nikki Haley soon

called forthe flagto come
down,after receiving a

torrentof emailsonthe
subject, andthe state
Legislature voted bya
two­thirds majority to
removeit.
Afterthe flagcame

down last year,apro­flag
rally organizedbyaKu
KluxKlan group attracted
angrycounter­protesters –
including members ofthe
New Black PantherParty.
The clash resulted inscuf­
fles, fivearrests oncharg­
es ofbreach ofpeace,
disorderlyconduct and
assault.Other people
received emergencyatten­
tion.
Withoutdiscussing

details, aS.C. Department
of PublicSafety spokes­
man said therewould bea
similarnumber of law
enforcement agencies
involved Sunday asthere
were at last year'sKKK
rally. Eightstateor local
agencies contributedoffi­
cersto that event,from
PublicSafety and theState
Law EnforcementDivision
tothe Richlandand Lex­
ingtonsheriff's offices, the
city ofColumbia andthe
University of SouthCar­
olinacampus police.
Theirplans include

preparations for counter­
protesters, said S.C. High­
way PatrolLt.R. Kelley

Hughes."We don'tantici­
pateissues, but wewill be
prepared and willtake
appropriate enforcement
action, ifnecessary."
The Secessionists and

Confederate memorial
honorguard were theonly
groups toalert stateoffi­
cialsthey would begath­
eringSunday.
ButBessenger said he

expectstohavecompany.
"Iexpect therewill be

somekind ofriffraff," he
said.

ReporterJamie Self
contributed.Bristow
Marchant: 803­771­8405,
@BristowatHome
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Latestflag flare­up
highlightsproblems with
S.C.'s Heritage Act
BY CINDIROSS SCOPPE

The (Columbia)State

The secessionists
areright: Gov.
NikkiHaleybroke
the lawwhen she

ordered theCoastalCar­
olina flagflownfrom the
StateHousedome to
celebratethe school's
nationalbaseball cham­
pionship.
Andthe governor,as

usual,brushed asidethe
criticism,ignoredthe
legalitiesandsaid,essen­
tially,why shouldIobeya
lawthatdoesn'tmake
sense?
Thatpatternofbreak­

ing thelawandacting as
though itsimplydoesn't
matterwouldmake Hill­
aryClintonblush.But this
isn't acolumnabout Gov.
Haley,who clearlyacted
withthe bestofinten­
tions.
Thisis acolumnabout

the HeritageAct,which
the Legislatureamended
onJuly 9,2015, in order
toremovethe Confeder­
ateflag fromthe State
Housegrounds ­aman­
datecarried outon a
sunnymorningoneyear
ago today,in a solemn
seven­minuteceremony
attendedby10,000 and
punctuatedbyunder­
standablebutunseemly
cheers andchants.
Thatwas goodforour

state,butit produced
unrealisticexpectations,

andunforeseen conse­
quences.
Theflagwasn'teven off

the polebeforethe focus
shiftedto whatcomes
next.Its mostardent
opponentssufferedunder
the delusionthatSouth
Carolinians'desireto
removeaflag thatcaused
suchpainto theirneigh­
borswouldtranslateinto
acrusadeto removeother
remindersoftheugly
parts ofourpast. Itsmost
ardentdefenderssuffered
underthe samedelusion
­orperhapsparanoia.
Whenit becameclear

that theywerewrong,
they triedto bypassthe
democraticprocess: A
lawsuit. Hellnorallies
withaflagwheeled in on
aportable pole.Congres­
sionaleffortstodictate
statepolicy.Andmost
bizarrely,thosecom­
plaintsabout thegovernor
raisingthe flagofour new
nationalchamps.
Noneofthat hasmade

muchdifference,whichis
good, becausethat's not
howwe're supposedto
resolveour differencesin
arepresentativedemocra­
cy.
WhatGov. Haley

shouldhavesaid afterthe
secessionistscomplained
was this:"Ohmy good­
ness,Ihadno ideathis
was againstthelaw.I'm

sorryIviolated thelaw.
But that'salawwe need
tofix." Because ofcourse
the stateoughttobeable
torun anational cham­
pion's flagup thestate's
most importantflag pole,
just likewedid whenUSC
wonback­to­backcham­
pionships in 2010and
2011 (whenitwas against
the law)andwhen Clem­
son wonachampionship
in 1981(whenitwas not
againstthelaw).
That'snotthe only

changeneededtothe
HeritageAct, which
broughttheflag offthe
StateHousedome in
2000butincludedsome
shortsightedandtrouble­
some provisions.
GreenwoodMayor

WelbornAdams toldThe
AssociatedPress thatif
the governorcouldviolate
that law,he oughtto be
able toas well. Ofcourse,
that'snot theway tosolve
his problem,whichisthat
the lawprohibits him
from replacingthe segre­
gated plaquesonacity
warmonumentwithin­
tegrated plaques.Neither
is thelawsuit Mr.Adams
filedclaiming theLegisla­
ture hasnorightto tell his
citywhat itcanandcan't
honor.TheHeritage Act
is not,as faras Ican tell,
unconstitutional.It's
simplyabadlaw,from

top tobottom.
Attop isthat language

forbiddinganythingbut
the U.S.andS.C.flags
flyingoverthe State
House. That'sunneces­
sary: Nooneis goingto
hoist acontroversialban­
neratop thedomewith­
out alegislative order.
Andlikemost unneces­
sary laws,ithasthose
unintendedconsequences
­likeprohibiting the
spontaneouscelebrations
agovernor oughttobe
able toinitiatewhen the
statehassomethingbigto
celebrate.
Atbottomofthe Heri­

tageActis thatsweeping
sectionthat saysno state
orlocal property"ded­
icated in memoryofor
namedfor anyhistoric
figureor historicevent"
canbe"relocated,re­
moved,disturbed,or
altered"without approval
bytwo­thirdsofthe
Houseand Senate.
TheLegislaturehasno

morebusinesstelling
citiesandcounties they
can't rescindhonorsthan
itwouldhave saying they
must. TheLegislaturehas
all thebusiness in the
world tellingcolleges and
otherstategovernment
entitieswhatthey canand
can't celebrate.It simply
exercised badjudgment
here.

SC0148 Herald
Page Number: 24Publication Date: 07/10/2016

Latestflag flare­up highlightsproblems with S.C.'s Heritage Act
BY CINDIROSS SCOPPE The (Columbia)State
75.48 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Rock Hill, SC    Circulation: 34688

Page: 1

62033-07-10_24001.pdf

County: York



Ideally,regardless of
who'smaking thedeci­
sions, most ifnot allmon­
umentswouldstay;
names, betheyofroads,
buildings,bridgesorcul­
verts, notso much.But as
longas we're stuckwith
them,the best defenseis
agood offense.
Greenwoodshould

erectsigns in frontofits
warmemorialdeclaring:
"Weprefer notto cele­
brate segregation, butthe
S.C.Legislaturehasman­
datedthat wemust."The
Citadelmight trythat
approachto theConfed­
erateflagin the chapel.
Clemsonoughtto invest

in some largersigns,
whichexplainwhat Ben
Tillmanwasand why
schoolis appalled thatit
can't restore"Tillman
Hall" toits originalname.
Other entitiesshackled
withhonors todishonor­
able peopleandregret­
table events shoulddo

likewise.What better way
to preserveourhistory
thanto tell itsfullstory,
nomatterhow uglyit
mightbe?

Scoppe isan associate
editor atThe(Columbia)
State.Writeto herat
cscoppe@thestate.com.

TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

TheHighwayPatrolHonor Guardremoved theConfederateflag fromtheStatehouse
grounds duringabriefceremonyon July10, 2015.
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Greer plans
service in
wake of
shootings
MICHAEL BURNS
MDBURNS@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

Following a violent
week that culminated
with the killing of five
Dallas police officers
in the deadliest day for
U.S. law enforcement
since Sept. 11, 2001,
Greer Mayor Rick
Danner and City Coun­
cilman Wayne Griffin
are inviting the public
to gather for a Prayer
Service of Hope and
Peace on noon Monday
at Greer First Baptist
Church.

The nondenomina­
tional, hour­long event
at 201 W. Poinsett St.,
Greer, is expected to be
similar to the one
Greer officials held for
Charleston shooting
victims last summer.
"In light of recent vi­

olent events, it seems
like the right time for
this service," Danner
said. "We invite all in
the Upstate to join us
for this community

gathering."
The deaths in Dal­

las, where seven police
officers were wound­
ed, followed two highly
publicized police
shooting deaths of
black men earlier this
week.
Last summer, after

the shooting deaths of
nine black people by a
white man at Emanuel
African Methodist
Episcopal Church in

Charleston, Greer offi­
cials held a service at
Maple Creek Mission­
ary Baptist Church,
where Danner called
for the removal of the
Confederate flag from
Statehouse grounds.
That removal soon
came about at the urg­
ing of Gov. Nikki Haley

Follow Michael
Burns on Twitter
@MikeNearGreer

MICHAEL BURNS

Balloons to honor victims of last summer's shooting at a
church in Charleston are released following a prayer
service in Greer.
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