
HaleyendorsesRubioforpresident
BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley

saidWednesday sheen­
dorsed U.S. Sen. Marco
Rubio, R­Fla., forpresi­
dent because heis best
suited torestore GOP
principles oflimited gov­
ernment andcutting debt
toWashington.
"Iwant apresident who

understands theyhave to
go back toWashington,
D.C., andbringacon­
scienceback toourRe­
publicans,"the Repub­
lican governortold a
crowd of hundredsgath­
ered outside a Chapin
warehouse.
Haley saidshemade the

decisionas amother who
wantsasafer, morepros­
perous nation for herchil­
dren andas thewife ofa
veteranwho wantsmore
support forthe military.
Haley didnot say why

shedidn't choose oneof
the othercandidates run­
ning inSaturday'sGOP
primary.
"We have goodpeople

running for president, and
I thank themtoday for
their sacrifice andtheir
willingness toserve," she
said."But myjobwas to
findthe person Ithought
whocoulddo it thebest.
"Iwanted someone with

fight.Iwanted somebody
withpassion. I wanted
somebodywho hasthe
convictiontodothe right
thing,"she said."ButI

wantedsomebody humble
enough(who)remembers
that youwork for allthe
people."
Haley,the state's most

popular GOPpolitician in
pollsandarisingnational
GOPstar, was SouthCar­
olina'smost coveted Re­
publican endorsement in
the2016presidentialrace.
"She embodies for me

everything that I wantthe
Republican Partyand
conservative movementto
beabout," Rubiotold the
Chapin crowd.
The governor's endorse­

ment comes at acritical
time for Rubio.
The Florida senator

needs todowell inSouth
Carolina after finishing
fifth inNew Hampshire
following arattled debate
performance. Rubio trails
GOP front­runner Donald
Trump andU.S. Sen. Ted
Cruz ofTexas with just
twodays togo before
Saturday's primary.
Haley joins U.S.Sen.

Tim Scottof NorthChar­
leston,the onlyAfrican­
American Republicanin
the Senate, andU.S. Rep.
TreyGowdy, theSpartan­
burg Republican who
heads apanelinvestigat­
ingthe Benghaziattack,in
endorsing Rubio.
Haley backed the GOP

establishment candidate
considered tohave the
best chanceof challenging

Trump andCruz.
Former FloridaGov. Jeb

Bush,who hasshared
adviceon education issues
with Haley andhelpedher
raise money forher 2014
re­election bid,also was a
contendertowinHaley's
endorsement.Bush'sfath­
erand brother,both form­
erpresidents who wonthe
S.C. primary,reachedout
toHaley inrecent weeks.
ButBush haslaggedin

recent S.C. polls,falling to
fifthinthe six­candidate
GOPfield. Rubio is in
third, according tomost
polls.
OnTuesday,Haleysaid

shehadnotmadeupher
mindaboutanendorse­
ment.
SheendorsedMitt Rom­

neyinthe2012presi­
dentialrace. While the
formerMassachusetts
governor wontheGOP
nomination, helostthe
S.C. primaryto former
U.S.House Speaker Newt
Gingrich,breaking the
state'sthree­decade streak
ofvoting for theGOP
candidatewho landed on
theNovember ballot.
Haley andRubioshare

similarbackgrounds. Both
are44­year­old children
ofimmigrants who were
elected tooffice inthetea
partyfervor of 2010.
Rubioinitially metHa­

leywhen they firstwere
runningfor their current

offices. The senatorspoke
atthe S.C. GOP'sannual
dinner in2012 andstarted
building relationships in
the early­primary state.
They have communicated
while Rubiohas beenon
the campaigntrail.
Duringstops inSouth

Carolina this week, the
senator hassaidHaley
would make agood vice
president. Haley becamea
favorite tomake vice pres­
idential shortlists after
her handling oflast year's
Charleston slayings and
her successfulcall tore­
movethe Confederate flag
from theS.C. StateHouse
grounds. Shealso gavethe
GOP response toPresi­
dent Barack Obama's
State ofthe Union address
last month.
Haley's endorsement,

while later thanexpected,
was notasurprise.
She hadsaidshe would

not back Trump.She
urged votersnot tolisten
tothe "angriestvoices" in
her Stateof theUnion
response and hascrit­
icized Trump for hiscom­
bative campaigning.
Trump hassaidHaley is

not doing enoughto
protect SouthCarolina
from Syrianrefugees and
the possibility ofGuanta­
namo prisoners being
transferred totheNavy
brig outside Charleston.
Haley has protestedboth
issues to federal officials.
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SC Gov. NikkiHaleyandU.S. Sen.MarcoRubio, R­Fla.,both wereteaparty favorites.
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EDITORIAL

Kasich the best
candidate to
break through
D.C. gridlock
THIS ELECTIONCYCLE has certainly proven that

millions of Americans arefrustrated withtheir fed­
eral government.
That's understandable, given thegridlock and

hyper­partisanship that blanket nearlyevery issue connected
toWashington. The goodnews is that South Carolinians this
weekhave aspecial opportunitytohelp fix theproblem.
InSaturday's Republican presidentialprimary, voters

committed tochanging how theirfederal government func­
tions shouldignore the blatherof candidates withoutreal
credentials tolead thecountry. Instead, votersshould
chooseOhio Gov. JohnKasich and hisactual record of im­
proving federal andstate governments.
Mr. Kasich is apragmatic leader with experienceasa

congressman and governor. Hewas mostly successfulin
both jobs, playingakeyrole inbalancing the federal budget
andin turningOhio's statebudget toasurplus from adef­
icit.

He understands thefun­
damental lessonwe all
learned aschildren andthat
we teach ourchildrennow:
Accomplishments onlycome
from workingwith others.
He was elected totheU.S.

House in1982,the only
Republican that year to
defeat an incumbent Demo­
crat. Twelve years later,
after the Newt Gingrich­led
GOP sweep of Congress,
Mr.Kasich became chair­
man ofthe HouseBudget
Committee. One former
congressman toldThe Atlan­
tic magazine last yearthat
hewasthe "Paul Ryanof his
day,"areference tothe
currentHouse speaker and

most recent Budget Committee chairman withareputation
for austerity.
As committee chairman, Mr.Kasich helpednegotiate the

planthat balanced the federal budgetfor the firsttimein

decades. Mr.Gingrich, theformer Georgiacongressman
who wonthe S.C.Republican presidential primary four years
ago,called Gov. Kasich oneof thefour conservative vision­
aries ofthe 20 th Century.

Mr. Kasich,63,is inhissecondterm as Ohiogovernor.
Under hisleadership, the statebudget's projected $8billion
deficit wastransformed into a$2 billionsurplus. The unem­
ployment rate hasfallen toless than5percent (4.6in De­
cember)from morethan9percent. Taxeshave been cut,
andnew industry has movedinto the state.
Thatrecord alone isimpressive. ButGov. Kasich stands

out evenmore because ofhis leadershipapproach.
In a meeting withThe State'seditorialboard, hesaidthe

country'swelfare is moreimportant thanadhering toRepub­
lican Partyideology. "Theparty ismyvehicle," he said,"not
mymaster."
Thatview isimportant because thepublic hastoo often

been hurtbypartisanship that paralyzesgovernment,wastes
time orblocks meaningfulimprovements.
Whenmany other Republican governors,includingSouth

Carolina's Nikki Haley,rejected extraMedicaid funding
under Obamacare,Gov. Kasichaccepted the money. Hesaid
it was moreimportant tohelp Ohio's poorthanto standin
stubborn opposition toeverythingthat carries the president's
name.
Still, heclings tobedrock GOPpositions of cuttingfederal

regulations, reducing federal taxesandfiscal restraint.
He refuses topander tothose upset about ournation's

leadership.Rather thanturning Americans' concerns into
anger, hepreferstobe positive.The United Statesfunda­
mentally is ingreat shape,hesays, althoughthecountry has
problems. He believesthose canbesolved withproper lead­
ership that includes listening,educating, andworking with
both Democratsand Republicans.
Other candidates intheRepublican field have skills simi­

lar toGov. Kasich's, includingformer FloridaGov. Jeb Bush
andU.S. Sen. Marco Rubio ofFlorida. Butwe believeMr.
Kasich stands outbecause of hiscombined experienceas a
congressman and governor andbecause of hisaccomplish­
ments.
Beingpresident is differentthanrunning a company,

where thehighest­ranking executive can demandthat hisor
her agendabefollowed.The Constitution sets up threeequal
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branchesof government,each acting as abalance tothe
others.
A presidentcan't forcehis orher agendaon thecountry. A

president's accomplishments are best achievedbyleading
the Americanpeople andthe Congress. That's thegovern­
ment created bythe Founding Fathers.

A president's leadershipskills can't beginand endwith
insults, bullyingand firingpeople.His or her skills must
include diplomacy,toughness,listening andconvincing.
On Saturday,South Carolinians canvote for candidates

who areangry andscream for change.Orvoters canchoose
John Kasich,acandidatewhose leadershipapproach has
delivered results.

OhioGov. JohnKasich
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SenatorbeginsYear
2 of hisfilibusterof
road­repairplan
BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com

The S.C. Senatestart­
ed its much­delayed
debate Wednesday ofa
proposal torepairthe
state's
crumbling
roadsthe
same way
it left the
issue last
spring ­
with state

Sen. Tom
Davis,
R­Beaufort, filibustering.
Senators had promised

roadrepairs wouldbe at
the topof their agenda
when they returnedto
Columbia inJanuary.
However, theyspent five
weeks inavain attempt
towork out acompro­

misebefore takingup
the issue Wednesday.
If theSenate wantsto

raise thestate's gas tax
topay for roadand
bridge repairs, senators
will have tovote tosit
him down,endinghis
filibuster, Davis toldhis
fellow senators.
"Iam going toput this

entire systemon trial,"
Davis said,promising to
exposethe misuse of
taxpayer money.
Topass a roadsplan,

senators must reach a
compromise among
competing interests who
want thestate's roads
agency restructured, a
demandof reformers;

incometaxes cut,ade­
mand of Republican
Gov. Nikki Haley;and a
recurring revenuestream
topay for upto$29bil­
lioninroad repairsand
improvementsover the
next 24years.
Davis wantsto restruc­

SEE ROADS,8A

ROADS
FROM PAGE 3A
ture the Transportation
Department andS.C.
Transportation Infrastruc­
ture Bank,astateentity
that finances road pro­
jects.
Butsupportersofin­

creasingthestate's16.75­
cent­a­gallongastaxsay
thereformsDaviswants
willpassonlyifmoremon­
eyfromdriving­relatedfees
issenttotheTransporta­
tionDepartmenttopayfor
roadrepairs.
A road­repair proposal

won't pass unlessit in­
cludes restructuring, some
tax cuts andsometax
increases, saidstateSen.
Joel Lourie, D­Richland,
who hassponsored an
amendment that includes
all of those components.
Davis'filibustermeans

senatorswill havetowork
nightsand weekendsto
reachacompromise, Lou­

riesaid."But the public
shoulddemand that this
Senatevote onaroadsbill
inthevery nearfuture."
Wednesday, Davis

ripped asinadequate a
proposal torestructure the
commissionthat oversees
theTransportation De­
partment.
Thestate'sroadsagency

­nowlegislativelycon­
trolled­shouldbecon­
trolledbythegovernor,
Davissaid.Thegovernor
alsoshouldappointthe
agency'sdirector.That
wouldprovidedirectac­
countabilitytoastatewide
electedofficial,Davissaid.
Ifthatisnotpossible,the

governorshouldappointall
Transportationcommis­
sioners,Davissaid.Those
commissionersthenwould
hireadirector.
Davisalsosupportsabol­

ishingthecontroversial
S.C.TransportationInfra­

structureBankandputting
itsborrowingabilityunder
theTransportationDepart­
ment.Then,thebank's
borrowingcouldbeusedto
addressstatewideroad
needs,hesaid.
Davis hascriticized the

InfrastructureBank as a
pork­barrel agency,con­
trolled bythe leadersof
theHouse andSenate.
Davis alsoopposes in­

creasing thegas tax, say­
ingataxhike isunneces­
saryto repairthe state's
roads.Instead, thestate
shouldrely ongrowth in
its revenuestopay for
repairs.Thisyear,he
noted,lawmakershave an
added $1.2 billionto
spend,includingmore
than$750 million inadd­
ed revenuesthat should
recurin thestatebudget
yearafter year.
ButSenatePresident

ProTemporeHughLeath­

erman,the FlorenceRe­
publican whoalso heads
theSenate panelthat
writesthe statebudget,
saidWednesday hedoes
notplan topropose paying
for roadsrepairswith
projectedrevenue growth.
The statehasother

spendingneeds besides
roads, includingspending
moreoneducation in
response toaSupreme
Court rulingdirecting the
statetodomore for poor,
ruralschools, Leatherman
said.
Lastyear,Davis pushed

forusing a one­time state
surplustopay for road
repairs.Ultimately, law­
makers sent$216million
tocountytransportation
committees tobespent on
stateroads.

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope
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Davis

GERRYMELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

AnareaofOldRiverRoad nearElliott'sLanding&Campgroundin Riminiwas closedtomotoristsafterflooding
damaged theareawithdebrisandfallentrees.
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Trump vowsto protect
jobsintradedeals
...................................................................

Promisestobe toughon
terrorists
...................................................................

Ignores Haley'sendorsement of
Rubio
...................................................................

BY TIMFLACH
tflach@thestate.com
SUMTER
Republican presidential con­

tender Donald Trump promised
Wednesday tomake the Amer­
ican economy stronger andpro­
tect jobs frombeing sentover­
seas.
"We're going toberich again,

we're goingtobestrong again,
we're goingtoberespected
again,"hetold acrowd estimated
at4,000 atthe Sumter Civic
Center."We're going tostart
winning again."
Trump soundedfamiliar

themes ashe soughttorally vot­
erstosupport him inSouthCar­
olina'sRepublican Presidential
PrimaryonSaturday.

He avoidedany comment on
Gov. NikkiHaley's endorsement
ofSen. Marco Rubioof Florida.
Trump instead berated Demo­

cratsfor what hesaid hasbeen
themishandling of theeconomy,
saying many tradedeals have
beenconcluded with "such stu­
pidity,such grossincompetence."
He again called forbuilding a

wallat the Mexican border to
prevent loss ofjobs to those com­
ingacross withoutapproval.
"When that wall isbuilt, there

areno illegalimmigrants coming
across,"he said.
He also took alook ahead at a

potential challenger, dismissing

Democratic front­runner Hillary
Clintonas "anObama clone."
Trump promised tobe toughon

Middle Eastern terrorists. "We're
goingtohave toknockthe hell
outof them,"hesaid.
Trump's approachto national

security is vital today, S.C. Lt.
Gov. Henry McMaster toldthe
crowd.
"This is anew time inthelife

ofAmerica," said McMaster,who
hasendorsed Trump."Terrorism
hasbeen unleashed."
The rally attracted Trump

supporters fromacross theMid­
lands.
"Everybody elseis an empty

suit," said restaurantoperator
John Rogan ofnortheast Richland
County."When hetakes onajob,
hegets it done."
His message also appeals to

Christopher Jeffcoat ofLugoff,
who calls himself aswingvoter.
"He'san obvious leader, rather

than being awhiner,"Jeffcoat
said. "That's what we neednow."
Trumpspoke for 41minutes

andstayed tosignautographs for
about 15 minutes afterward.

ONLINE

ForavideofromDonald Trump's stopin
Sumteron Wednesday,go tothestate.com.
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GERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

RepublicanpresidentialcandidateDonaldTrumpspeakstoapackedhouse insidethe SumterCivicCenteron Wednesday.

SC0148 State
Page Number: 6Publication Date: 02/18/2016

Trump vowsto protect jobsintradedeals
BY TIMFLACH tflach@thestate.com
77.19 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 2

67012-02-18_6001.pdf

County: Richland



RIVALSFORMAINSTREAM POSITION

Rubioemergesas GOP's
anti­Trump, anti­Cruzoption
BolsteredbyGov.Haley's
endorsement,U.S.senator
from Floridavyingfor
mantleof theGOP's
mainstreamalternative
............................................................

Pressureon Rubiotofinish
second inS.C.;ifhefails,
political scientist questions
"howlong hiscandidacycan
be viable"
............................................................

Avoiding GOPdebacle?

BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com
The Republican presidential

hopefuls have two days towin
support fromS.C. voters–and a
big questiontoanswer.
Who will bethe GOP'santi­

Trump,anti­Cruz candidate–
promising tounite theparty
and, moreimportantly, beat the
Democratic nominee inNo­

vember?
U.S. Sen. Marco Rubioof

Florida becamethemost­likely­
to­succeed Wednesday, win­
ning the endorsement ofS.C.
Gov. Nikki Haley.
Butwith Donald Trump and

U.S. Sen. Ted Cruzof Texas

holding firstandsecond in
most S.C. polls, seizingthe
third­place ticket out ofSouth
Carolina couldbethe besthope
for Rubio–oranother GOP
candidate –toremain viable.
And thirdplace mightnot be

enough.

Saturday's primary couldbe
the last shot for amainstream

SEERIVALS,6A

RIVALS
FROMPAGE1A
GOP candidate tobreak
out, preventing thenomi­
nation of an anti­estab­
lishment candidate –
Trump,who wonNew
Hampshire,or Cruz, who
wonIowa. Party elders
feareither would fare
poorly inthegeneral elec­
tion.
"South Carolina ishuge

for theRepublicans," at
least those hoping toavoid
an anti­establishment
candidate winningthe
nomination, saidScott
Buchanan, apolitical sci­
entist at The Citadel.
"IfRubio doesn'tmake

it into second, I'mhard­

pressed toseehow long
his candidacy canbevia­
ble."
Polling thirdinmost

recent S.C. surveys, Rubio
faces competition from
others tobe theanti­
Trump,anti­Cruzcandi­
date, includingOhioGov.
John Kasich,former Flor­
ida Gov. Jeb Bush and
retired neurosurgeon Ben
Carson.
However, Buchanan

said, "Ifhe(Rubio)were
tocome inthirdin South
Carolina"–after third in
Iowa, thensliding inNew
Hampshire –"that's not a
harbinger of goodthings
for Rubioor for the Re­

publican establishment.

'ALL FAIR IN POLITICS
AND WAR'
Voters nationallyare

looking toSouthCarolina
tosee whoemerges atthe
top. AfterSaturday,the
GOP nominatingcontest
will speedup.Nevada
Republicans caucusTues­
day. Then, contests ex­
plode southandwest,
making scarcethe cam­
paign stopsthat give vot­
ers achance tomeet can­
didates one­on­one.
Hoping togainan ad­

vantageinthe campaign's
final days, candidatesand
their allies aredeluging

S.C. voterswith negative
TVads andfliers.
Someads cast Trump,

the NewYork billionaire
propelled by populistrage
andseemingly unsullied
bycriticism, asapotty
mouth wholacks conser­
vative or S.C. values.A
flier mailedout this week
fromthe anti­TrumpOur
Principles PACsays
Trump builthisfamed
New YorkCitytower with
"illegalimmigrants,"
supports universal, gov­
ernment­run healthcare
andis soft onabortion.
Cruz,according toother

ads, is"dangerously in­
consistent,"flip­flopping
onwhether the United
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Statesshould intervene in
Syria. He isaccused of
once praising Edward
Snowden, who leaked
classified documentsex­
posing U.S. spying pro­
grams, thencondemning
him asatraitor.
Anti­Rubio ads sayhe's

an immigration shape­
shifter who isshorton
executive experienceand
doesnot show upfor his
U.S. Senatejob.
And Bush,like Demo­

craticfront­runner Hillary
Clinton, is "tied tothe
pastwith ideas from the
past,"supporting Com­
mon Core andbank bai­
louts,other ads say.
The race toshape public

opinionalso has takenon
asubversive element.
Cruz'scampaign was

accusedof announcing
Carson's withdrawal from
the GOP contestbefore
the Iowa caucus.Inthe
last GOP debate,Trump
complained about robo­
callslying toS.C. voters,
telling themthat heis no
longer running.
Rubio's campaign is

blamingCruz for robotic
callsthat say the U.S.
senator fromFlorida isfor
amnesty for undocument­
ed immigrants andletting
Syrian refugees inthe

country.
Also, aFacebook page –

posing as that ofU.S. Rep.
TreyGowdy –falsely said
the Upstatecongressman
was switching hisendorse­
ment toCruz fromRubio.
The page since hasbeen
disabled.
"It is livinguptoits

billing,"Buchanan saidof
the S.C. campaign."All is
fair inpoliticsandwar."
If currentpolls arepre­

dictive, Trumpwill win
the statebydouble digits.
Thatwould leaveCruz
and Rubiojockeying for
secondplace.
A battleground for

Trump,Cruz andRubio is
evangelical voters,
expected tomake upmore
thanhalf of S.C. GOP
primary voters.
Rubio ishoping topeel

someof the state'sfaithful
away fromTrump,the
favorite candidate of
evangelicals. Thursday,
for example, formerLoui­
siana Gov. BobbyJindal
will stumpfor Rubioat
Columbia International
University,aChristian
school.
Somerecent pollsshow

Rubio tyingor surpassing
Cruz,suggesting hecould
have a shot atclosing in
onTrump.

HALEY'S SUPPORT
'ABIG DEAL'
Haley's backingcould

help Rubio, political obser­
vers say.
Rubio alsois counting

onaboost fromthe sup­
port ofGowdy of Spartan­
burg, popular because of
his rolein investigating
the Benghaziattacks,and
U.S. Sen. Tim Scottof
NorthCharleston. Scottis
the onlyAfrican­American
Republican inthe U.S.
Senateand among the
most popular politicians in
the state.
Rubio has"threesuper­

starswho aretrusted"
backinghim, saidKaton
Dawson, a longtimeS.C.
GOP insider andformer
stateparty chairman.
"It'sabigdeal for Gov.

Haley toput hername on
the line,"Dawson saidof
Haley's endorsement of
Rubio. The governor's
backingshould persuade
undecidedvoters whoare
"lookingfor somethingto
head themoneway or
another totakeanother
look at Rubio."
Both Rubio andCruz

have talentedteams run­
ning their S.C. campaigns.
Askedwho will finish

ahead, Dawson saidconfi­
dently, "Rubio willbeat

Cruz."
Then, hehedged: "He

should beatCruz."
Dawson saidfront­

runnerTrump also faces

higher stakes inSaturday's
primary.
"For once,the spread

that Trump gets is what's
going tomatter," hesaid,
addingTrump hasbeen
predictinghe willtake 40
percent ofthe primary's
vote, muchlike Newt
Gingrich in2012.
A winthat big wouldbe

"a check­allthat he's
passed theconservative
test inSouthCarolina,"
Dawson said."At theend
of theday, we're going to
find outwhether Trump's
campaign wasaPonzi
scheme orfor real."
A Trump wininSouth

Carolina wouldbe huge
for the billionaire devel­
operand reality­TV star,
Buchanan said.With the
exception of Gingrich's
winin2012,SouthCar­
olinavoters picked the
eventual GOP nominee
since 1980.
Thatincreases the pres­

sure onRubio.
"Ifthe establishment is

serious about Rubio,"
Buchanan said, "tellBush,
tell Kasich,tell Carson:
'Guys, goaway.' "
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Cruz

Rubio

Elections 2016
DonaldTrumphas ledeveryS.C.GOPpresidentialprimary
pollthis yearby marginsas highas22 pointsandasnarrow
as14 points.U.S. Sen.Ted Cruzhas finishedsecondinall but
fourpolls thisyear.Inthose polls,U.S. Sen.MarcoRubio
eithertoppedortiedCruz. Alook atwherethecandidates
stand,accordingto an averageofpolls:

DonaldTrump:34.5 percent

U.S.Sen. Ted Cruz:17.3 percent

U.S.Sen.Marco Rubio:16.8 percent

Former FloridaGov.JebBush:10 percent

OhioGov.John Kasich: 9.7 percent

BenCarson:6.2 percent
SOURCE: Real Clear Politics

...................................................................................................................
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Letters to the editor
Supports Ted Cruz

To the editor,
This is an open letter to Gov.

Nikki Haley:
As an influential leader,
your words can have an
enormous impact in our Re­
publican primary. So I am
writing you to encourage your
endorsement of the only prin­
cipled constitutionalist in the
race, because, quite frankly,
this country is out of time.
We don't need a Reagan

right now, we need someone
better ­ we need someone
even more educated in ­ and
devoted to ­ the Constitution.
For the last hundred years,
we've been progressively
walking – and now running
– away from our founding
documents, and we're all suf­
fering for it. So now is the time
to reverse the damage and get
back to our foundational prin­
ciples.
More people are aware of
this than you might think ­
look at the rise of the Tea Party
despite all the negative media
spin, and more recently the
neighbor­debating­neighbor
caucus results in Iowa.
I will no longer settle for a
Republican candidate who

doesn't completely believe in
the spirit of the Constitution
(I have before, and we wound
up with John McCain and
Mitt Romney, both dismal
failures to an awkward­off­
the­teleprompter born­and­
raised Marxist ­ the most
easily beatable candidate on
policy issues and experience
in years).
I will not have my name at­

tached to someone who "will
just get it done," with no his­
tory (or even so much as lip­
service) to the Constitution. I
will not vote for a candidate
who supports the blatantly
unconstitutional NSA spy­
ing of all of us, and justifies it
with, "You don't understand,
these are different times" or
"We're at war, so these things
are necessary" attitudes. The
ends do not justify the means.
Compromising with pro­
gressive Democrats to grant
amnesty to those who broke
into our country and know­
ingly violated our laws – I
couldn't look my children
in the eyes and say, "I voted
for him because he's a good
speaker and I was told he
could beat Hillary." The idea
we need a perfect speaker or

the best­looking candidate
or the most­liked in D.C. is
insane. We're up against the
weakest Democrat field in
modern history, people are
hungry for principled honesty,
and real voters are more ener­
gized and informed than ever.
What we all need is a revolu­
tionary candidate, not some­
one who will negotiate with
progressive liars or compro­
mise constitutional principles
to "get things done."
I will not compromise, be­

cause there is simply no time
left. I will vote for a constitu­
tionalist with a history of de­
fending the Constitution and
a history of doing what he says
he's going to do ­ regardless
of which political party's ban­
ner he's running under. And if
that means a third party (or
no vote at all), and if that leads
to a loss in the general election
to a progressive Democrat
again (because too many peo­
ple may vote for reasons other
than foundational principles),
then so be it. But I don't think
that will be the case.
I think things have gotten

so bad that normal people are
fed up and just know the Unit­
ed States is broken. To fix it, I

just hope they choose a consti­
tutionalist and not a strong­
man or yet another principle­
compromising Republican in
our primary. Please don't be
on the wrong side. It's never
too late to do what's right and
publicly support the most
constitutional candidate with
a verifiable record ­ Ted Cruz
­ and then make sure he fol­
lows through with his prom­
ises after he's elected. That's
what I'll be doing.
Dan Hannon
Murrells Inlet

Great photo,
great work

To the editor,
I just want to compliment

Chris Sokoloski on her great
photography skills.
I just read my newspaper
and the picture of the two
wrestlers was nothing short
of magnificent. That is in­
credible timing to catch the
two wrestlers completely up­
side down and the faces on
the spectators is priceless. We
are lucky to have such talent
for our local paper. Keep up
the great work.
Gordon McNeil
Pawleys Island
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Expansionprovides parenting helptomore
poormothers­to­be
BY SEANNA ADCOX
ASSOCIATED PRESS
COLUMBIA
Moreof SouthCarolina's

poor mothers­to­bewill get
parenting helpat home
througha$30 million pub­
lic­private partnershipthat
aimstoreduce pre­term
births andchild hospital­
izations.
Republican Gov. Nikki

Haley announcedTuesday
the state'scollaboration
with nonprofits,companies
andprivate donorstoin­
creasethose helped through
the Nurse­Family Partner­
ship,aDenver­basednon­
profit that pairsregistered
nurses with first­timemoth­
erson Medicaid.
The nursesmake home

visits–typically oneor two
monthly –fromearly ina
mother's pregnancy through
thechild's second birthday.
Haley saidthevoluntary

programaims toput babies
andtheir mothers onasuc­
cessfulpath, whilereducing
statecosts andthe problems
that comewith generational
poverty,including domestic
abuse.
"Thesenew moms want

tobethe bestmoms they
canbe, but they needguid­
ance,"she said.
Morethan1,200 families

inSouthCarolina nowre­
ceive theone­on­one in­
tervention.As of Dec.31,
nearly 3,700moms had
collectively receivedparent­
ing assistance sincethe
programbegan operatingin
the statein2008.

Iantheya Brown, 26,of
Columbia, says she's a"sup­
er mom"toher 3­year­old
son Jameerlargely because
of the supportfromher
visiting nurse.
"I hadfears of becominga

lost soul,astatistic, another
young black woman lostin
her painand faileddreams,"
she said.Butthrough en­
couragement andgoal­
setting, shesaid, sheinstead
earned aspeech pathology
degree andis pursuingher
master's. "NursePammade
mefeel likeIcoulddoany­
thing.Now I'm giving Ja­
meerthat same message."
The state's Medicaid

agency hasn'tpreviously
been involvedwith Nurse­
FamilyPartnership. The
announcementmeans 3,200
additional motherswill
receive help over thenext
fouryears,saidChristian
Soura, directorof the state
Department of Health and
Human Services.
The contractcallsfor his

agency topay $13million –
about 30 percentof that
coming fromstatetaxes–
whiledonors arecontrib­
uting $17million, partof
which will payfor the pro­
gram's evaluation. The larg­
est donor, The DukeEn­
dowment, has committedto
paying $8million of that.
Fouryears from now,the
statewill pay Nurse­Family
Partnership abonus ofup to
$7.5million. Whetherstate
taxespay that,zeroor some­

whereinbetweendepends
onthe demonstratedsav­
ings, Sourasaid.
Reviewsmust show that

mostof the assistedfamilies
liveinthe state's poorest
communities,that there's
beenareductioninpre­term
birthsand childhospital­
izationsfor injuries, andthat
participatingmoms are
waitingfor a "healthy spac­
ing"before their second
child.
Roxane White, president

andCEO of Nurse­Family
Partnership,saidthe state­
wide "Payfor Success"
initiative isafirstfor the
nonprofit.
Haley saidtheprogramis

partof heradministration's
effortsinliftingup rural
South Carolina.Democrats
have beencriticalof the
state's dismal poverty rank­
ings andHaley's refusal to
expand Medicaid tomore
poor adults asthe federal
health carelawintended.
"It's notabout money, it's

about outcomes," Haley
said.
South Carolinaranks

fifth­worst inchildpoverty,
with 27 percentof allchil­
dren –about280,000–
living infamilies with in­
comes below thefederal
poverty level.
Medicaid, the government

health careprogramfor the
poor anddisabled, pays for
more thanhalf of allbirths
inSouth Carolinaand 85
percent ofbirths toteen
mothers, Sourasaid.
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Haleyundecided on
endorsing candidate
BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com

Fourdays beforevoters
head tothe pollsfor the
S.C. Republican presi­
dential primary,the state's
most coveted GOP en­
dorsement remains un­
claimed.
Gov.NikkiHaleysaid

Tuesdayshehasnotmade
uphermindonendorsinga
2016GOPpresidential
candidate.Shedidnot
provideatimetablefora
decisionanddidnotrule
outforegoinganendorse­
ment.
"I'mdoingwhatIthinka

lotofpeopleinSouthCar­
olinaaredoing,whichisI
watchedthedebate(on
SaturdayinGreenville),I'm
tryingtogothroughallthe
situations,I'mlookingatall
thedifferentcandidates
thatarethere,andI'm
tryingtofigureoutwho
thatpersonwouldbe,"she
toldreportersattheS.C.
StateHouse."Thedecision
iswhetheranendorsement
wouldmatter,andwhether
Ijumpoutthereorstayout
ofit."
Haley saidshewants a

candidate whowill keep
the country safeandun­

derstands theproblems
statesface with federal
regulations.
"Iwant someone who

will holdRepublicans
accountable," sheadded.
Haley saidsheis getting

phonecalls
"non­stop"
frompresi­
dential
candidates
and their
supporters.
Former
President
GeorgeW.
Bush,
brother of GOPhopeful
Jeb Bush,visited Haley on
Monday.
The governor declined

tosay whois onher short
list, but sheruled out
backingGOP front­runner
Donald Trump.
TheNewYorkbillionaire

criticizedHaleyonMon­
day,sayingshehadfailed
toprotectSouthCarolina
fromSyrianrefugeesand
thepossibilityofGuantana­
moprisonersbeingtrans­
ferredtotheNavybrig
outsideCharleston.Haley
hassentletterstofederal
officialsvoicingherob­
jectiononbothissues.
"It'sunfortunate whena

candidate comes into

South Carolinaand
doesn't knowSouthCar­
olina's issues,"Haley said
Tuesday, referringto
Trump'scomments.
Haley added sheal­

readydeals with a presi­
dent who battles statesfor
authority, DemocratBa­
rackObama, andthat
Trump'scomments were
"quiteObama­like."
Haley's backingis con­

sidered agood catch fora
presidential prospect. She
is oneof thestate's most
popular Republican politi­
cians andarisingnational
GOP star.
Haleybecomeafavorite

tomakeGOPvicepresi­
dentialshortlistsforher
handlingoflastyear's
Charlestonslayingsandher
successfulcalltoremove
theConfederateflagfrom
theStateHousegrounds.
Lastmonth,the44­year­
olddaughterofIndian
immigrantsgavethena­
tionallytelevisedRepub­
licanresponsetoObama's
StateoftheUnionaddress.
Speculation hascen­

tered onHaley backing
oneof the GOPestablish­
ment candidates,U.S. Sen.
Marco Rubioof Floridaor
former FloridaGov. Bush.
Haley communicates

regularly withboth. Her
Washington,D.C.,­area
strategist, Jon Lerner,
works for apro­Rubio
super PAC.
Bush helpedraise mon­

ey forHaley's re­election
campaign. Bush'sfather
and brother,both former
presidents, also have spo­
ken toHaley inthe past
fewweeks.
Butestablishmenthope­

fuls,whonormallywinthe
GOPnomination,have
languishedinanprimary
seasondominatedbyin­
surgentcandidates.Trump
isthefavoritetowinin
SouthCarolinaafterhis
victoryinNewHampshire.
U.S.Sen.TedCruzofTex­
as,theIowawinner,is
pollingsecondinadvance
ofSouthCarolina'sGOP
primarySaturday.
S.C.pollsthisweekshow

Rubiogaining,challenging
Cruzforsecond.ButBush
hasfallentofifth,trailing
OhioGov.JohnKasich,
whofinishedsecondin
NewHampshire.
HaleysupportedMitt

Romneyinthe2012presi­
dentialrace.Whilethe
formerMassachusetts
governorwontheGOP
nomination,helosttheS.C.
primarytoNewtGingrich,
breakingthestate'sthree­
decadestreakofvotingfor
thecandidatewholanded
ontheNovemberballot.

AndrewShain:
803­771­8619,
@AndyShain

Haley

SC0148 State
Page Number: 7Publication Date: 02/17/2016

Haleyundecided on endorsing candidate
BY ANDREW SHAIN ashain@thestate.com
41.23 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 1

67012-02-17_7001.pdf

County: Richland



Senate to start
debatingroad
repairplan
BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com

Afterfive weeksof
letting a road­repairbill
sit atop its calendar,S.C.
senators are set tobegin
debating Wednesdayhow
torepairthe state's crum­
bling roads.
SenatePresident Pro

Tempore HughLeather­
man, R­Florence, saidhe
is happythe Senateis
getting tothe road­fund­
ingdebate. Leatherman
added heexpects amend­
ments tothe proposal,

signaling the debate will
take time.
"The Senateis readyto

hunkerdown and start
dredgingthroughthe
amendments inhopes of
shaping acompromise,"
saidstateSen. JoelLou­
rie,D­Richland, whowith
Sen. RayCleary, R­
Georgetown, introduced
a proposallast week to
amend aHouse­passed
roads bill.

Cleary andLourie's
amendmentaddresses
four parts ofthe House
bill, which passedthat
chamber last year bya
87­20 vote.Thatproposal
had enoughsupport to
override athreatened
vetobyRepublican
Gov. Nikki Haley.
How dothe House and

Senateproposals com­
pare? A look:

TAXHIKES

Senate amendment ­
Increases the state's gas
taxby12 cents a gallon,
hikesthe maximum state
sales taxonvehicles to
$600 from$300,in­
creases thefee toget a
drivers licenseto$50
every 10 years,andim­
posesevery­two­year fees
of $120 onalternative­
fuel vehicles and$60 on

SEE ROADS,8A

ROADS
FROM PAGE 3A
hybrid vehicles. The tax hikes, phased in
over three years, are projected to raise at
least $665 million a year for road re­
pairs.
House plan — Increase the state's

gas tax by the equivalent of 10 cents a
gallon and increase the maximum state
sales tax on vehicles to $500. The pro­
posal is projected to raise $427 million a
year.

TAX CUTS
Senate amendment — $398 million

in tax cuts, including adjusting the
state's income­tax brackets and reduc­
ing the property tax paid by manufactur­
ers. A taxpayer with taxable income of
between $40,000 and $50,000 a year
would save $191 a year.
House plan — The plan would cut the

average S.C. taxpayer's income taxes by
$48 a year by adjusting the state's in­
come­tax brackets. When phased in,
after two years, that tax cut would re­
duce the state's general fund revenues

by roughly $50 million a year, according
to 2015 estimates.

DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
Senate amendment — The eight­

member commission that oversees the

Transportation Department would be
expanded to 10 members. The state's 10
Councils of Government, regional plan­
ning districts, would nominate three can­
didates for each commission seat and the

governor would choose one. That com­
mission now is legislatively controlled.
Some Republicans oppose the proposal,
saying the governor should have more
control over the roads agency.
House plan — The governor would

appoint the Transportation Depart­

ment's eight commissioners with legis­
lative approval. One would come from
each of the state's seven congressional
districts; one would be a statewide ap­
pointment. The commission then would
appoint a secretary to run the agency
with the Senate's approval.

S.C. TRANSPORTATION
INFRASTRUCTURE BANK
Senate amendment — The proposal

would send $237 million, raised from
the state sales taxes on vehicle sales, to
the Infrastructure Bank to expand and
improve interstates. It also would add
two more members — to be appointed
by the Senate majority and minority
leaders — to the board that oversees the
Infrastructure Bank. Senate critics want
the bank abolished, saying it is an exam­
ple of pork­barrel politics at its worst.
House plan — The Infrastructure

Bank board would be expanded to 13
members, including the seven Trans­
portation Department commissioners
from congressional districts. Three ap­
pointments would be made by the
speaker of the House and three by the
Senate president pro tempore. The plan
also would reduce the threshold for

eligible projects that the bank can con­
sider to $25 million from $100 million.

Cassie Cope: 803­771­8657, @cassielcope
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FILE PHOTO/TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

The Senate finally is getting to the
road­funding debate after five weeks on
its calendar.
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ORANGEBURG
PREPARATORY
SCHOOLS,INC.
2651NorthRoad,
Orangeburg;www.orangeburg
prep.com

Admissions:803­536­
3000; mmcelhone@
orangeburgprep.com.
Tuition + fees: $5,880.
Enrollment:675.
Grades served:K4­12.
Requirements for admis­
sion: Applicationplus
$150application fee, re­
view ofall previousschool
transcripts, signed con­
tract, $100 building fee;
testing possible, depend­
ingongrade level.
Applicantsadmitted:
75percent.
Alumni you mayknow:
Gov. Nikki Haley.
Didyou know? Wefocus
onensuring ourstudents
are college­ready. Witha
100 percent graduation
rate and100 percent of
ourgraduates going onto
attendinstitutions ofhigh­
er education,we focuson
student success. A mini­
mum of 12college credit
hoursare earnedby grad­
uating seniors throughfree
dual­credit courses with
the University ofSouth
Carolina. Withsmart­
boards, projection televi­

sions, document cameras,
iPad carts,and Wi­Fi
throughoutboth campus­
es, we arecommitted to
providing students,teach­
ers,staff andadminis­
tration with the mostad­
vanced technological tools
necessary toeducate our
students andprepare them
for college.
A niceplace to call
home: Wehave twobeau­
tifulcampuses. Upper
Campus is grades6­12,
whilelower is preschool
throughfifth grade.Each
campushas its ownli­
brary, gymnasium, cafete­
ria,computer lab and
music/artrooms. Wealso
have a childdevelopment
centerand preschool for
infants through3­year­
oldsthat offers after­
schooland summer pro­
grams.
A sampling ofextracur­
ricular activities:Over 40
sports,National Honor
Society,Key Club,band,
drama, FCA, yearbook,
andRotary, toname afew.

ST.JOHN NEUMANN
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
A privateparochialschool
721PoloRoad,Columbia;
www.sjncatholic.com
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