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Heed lessons of the Daimler deal rescue
BY RON BRINSON

Two weeks ago, on the eve of Daimler AG's announce­
ment of its 1,200­job manufacturing plant expan­
sion in North Charleston, some Charleston area

legislators raised challenging questions about the state's
package of financial "incentives" to the
German firm.
The 11th­hour inquiry set off alarm

bells in Columbia. Any threat of upset
to the terms of the Daimler AG package
could summarily terminate the deal ­
with an international press conference
and brassy public announcement sched­
uled in hours. Deal­reneging is never a
good thing in the global marketplace. It
can be a credibility kiss­of­death, espe­
cially for an ambitious state like South Carolina.
So calls were made, anxious meetings were held. Gov.

Nikki Haley and Secretary of Commerce Bobby Hitt were
in a rapid response mode. Senate President Pro Tempore
and Finance Committee Chairman Hugh Leatherman
recalls receiving an "emergency" call message that quickly
brought him off the Senate floor.
"The question was really straightforward," Sen. Leather­

man says. "So was the answer ­ a commitment made
by authorized representatives of our state who are acting
within the law will be honored ­ period! If we were to
renege on or try to change a deal unilaterally, we would
ruin a bank of credibility that serves our state so well."
And that was pretty much how this dust­up ­ and pos­

sibly embarrassing international fiasco ­ ended. The
Daimler AG announcement went off as planned and con­
struction crews already are at work at the expansion site.
In Washington state, where labor unions cue and control

much of the legislative debate and economic development
strategies, there's apparently a very different view of good­
faith deal­making.
In October 2013, Gov. Jay Inslee signed legislation grant­

ing Boeing an incentives package for its Greater Seattle
operations valued at $8.7 billion over the next 27 years.
But two months later, the governor publicly lamented
that very deal, declaring that he wishes states could reach
agreements that would make "illegal" the incentives and
subsidies offered in economic development marketing. It
is understandable that Gov. Inslee and Washington state
labor unions wish the sharpening competition for Boeing
prizes would just go away.
South Carolina's remarkable "Boeing Story" proves that

Boeing's diverse operations are not welded to Greater Se­
attle. Global competitiveness gives the giant company
options aplenty as it sets its strategic plans. That's an
inconvenient truth for the Evergreen State, where Bill

Boeing first set up his airplane manufacturing plant on
the Duwamish River in 1910, and a reason Washington
state and its union­centric strategic mindset so often seem
off­ balance and insular.
While states hustle to accommodate Boeing's strategic

plans, the company thrives. Its stock increased 30 per cent
­ in the last 90 days. And Greater Seattle remains Boeing's
center of manufacturing action, employing 80,241 workers
there in February. Boeing counted 7,723 employees at its
steadily expanding South Carolina facilities.
Gov. Inslee might have been holding his nose when he

signed the $8.7 billion Boeing package, but his state's back
was firmly against the competitive wall. The prize was the
Boeing 777x project and where the new jumbo jet would
be built. Washington state had many competitors.
For its part, Boeing immediately committed final as­

sembly of the new 777x to its Everett campus, and site
work soon began.
But this deal is not quite so sweet anymore. A grow­

ing group of Washington state officials want the package
reformulated. Rep. June Robinson, D­Everett, demands
that incentives be linked to Boeing's Washington state
workforce numbers. Her bill would essentially re­state the
still­fresh agreement and could have the effect of forcing
Boeing to pay millions in additional taxes this year.
Rep. Robinson's initiative is gaining traction in the

current legislative session, and it follows union reports
that Boeing's workforce was 83,000 when the deal was
signed and about 80,000 today. Last October, Boeing said
it would move 2,000 engineering jobs from Washington
state to Oklahoma City and St. Louis, and that it would
manufacture wings and tail assemblies for the 777x at St.
Louis. Both Oklahoma and Missouri are big players in the
"incentives­based" marketing for economic development.
At a legislative hearing last week, Boeing executive Bill

McSherry warned that Robinson's legislation threatens
spoilage of Boeing's relationships with its home state. His
message for Washington state legislators was pointed:
"Changing the incentives now after waiting until after
Boeing has invested almost a billion dollars to deliver on
our 777x promises threatens to undermine not only our
trust in the state but the confidence of all businesses here,
and those looking at coming here, that Washington will
honor its commitment."
Gov. Inslee hasn't been heard from in this forming de­

bate. The man who otherwise did a nice job of preserv­
ing the 777x project for Everett apparently is having deal
remorse ­ and heightened sensitivities to the political
clout of his state's labor unions.

Ron Brinson, a North Charleston city councilman, is
a former associate editor of this newspaper. He can be
reached at rbrin1013@gmail.com.

Brinson
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S.C.proposalwouldallow
moreconcealedweapons
TheS.C.Housesoon

willdecidewhetherit
wantstorecognizecon­
cealed­weaponspermits
fromallotherstatesin
SouthCarolina.

Abill,

proposed
bystate
Rep.Alan
Clemmons,
R­Horry,
wouldal­
lowan
out­of­state
visitorwith
acon­
cealed­
weapons
permit

issuedin
theirhome
stateto

carryaconcealedwea­
poninSouthCarolina.
Inreturn,theproposal

wouldopenanumberof
statesuptoSouthCar­
olinianswhoholdcon­
cealed­weaponspermits
andwouldbeableto

carrytheirweaponsin
thosestates,Clemmons
said.
SouthCarolinacur­

rentlyhasreciprocity
agreementswithAlaska,
Arizona,Arkansas,Flor­
ida,Idaho,Kansas,Ken­
tucky,Louisiana,Michi­
gan,Missouri,NewMex­
ico,NorthCarolina,
NorthDakota,Ohio,

Oklahoma,Texas,Ten­
nessee,Virginia,West
Virginia,andWyoming,
accordingtotheS.C.

LawEnforcement
Division.
Ifthelawpasses,

Georgiaisthemostsig­
nificantstatethatwould
beopeneduptoSouth

SEE BUZZ PAGE A11

BUZZ
FROMPAGEA3

Carolinianswithcon­
cealedweapons,Clem­
monssaid,addingNorth
AugustaandAikenresi­
dents,wholivenearthe
PeachState'sborder,
wouldbenefit.

TheHouseJudiciary
CommitteepassedClem­
mons'billlastweek.
Inthemeeting,state

Rep.RickQuinn,R­Lex­
ington,saidhefavorsthe
proposalaslongasS.C.
residentsaregiventhe
samerightsinother
states.

However,Quinnsaidhe
isconcernedaboutthe
possibilitythatsomeone
whohasanout­of­state
concealed­weaponsper­
mitandismentallyill­
andadangertothem­
selvesorothers­could
comeintoSouthCarolina.

"Thequestionis:'Dowe
wanttohandsomebody
thatispotentiallymentally
illtherighttohaveacon­
cealedcarrypermit?'"
Quinnsaid.
ClemmonssaidSouth

Carolinawillnotbeable
topreventthementallyill
orevencriminalsfrom
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crossingthestate'sbor­
derswithweapons.How­
ever,thelawnowprohib­
itslaw­abidingcitizens
fromtravelingtoother
stateswiththeirweapons.
Quinn,whosaidhe

supportstheNational
RifleAssociation,also
askedhowmanystates
wouldnotgrantreciproc­
itytoS.C.permitholders
­allowingthemtocarry
theirweaponsinthose
states­evenifSouth
Carolinaacceptedall
out­of­statepermits.
StateRep.WestonNew­

ton,R­Beaufort,saidthe
billcouldmeanthatitis
harderforS.C.citizensto
carryconcealedweapons
inSouthCarolinathan
residentsofotherstates,
whichmakeiteasierto
getapermit.
"We'reholdingour

citizenstoahigherstan­
dard,placingmorere­
strictionsontheirability
tocarryweaponsinthis
state,thanwe'reallowing
ofothers,"Newtonsaid.
Intheend,however,

Newton­aself­de­
scribedstrongSecond
Amendmentadvocate­
votedinfavorofthebill.
"Myconflictisholdingour
folkstoahigherstandard
andappearingtobegov­
erningtoalowerstandard
fornon­South
Carolinians."
Clemmonssaidevery

stateshouldhaveitsown
standardsforissuingcon­
cealed­weaponpermits.
"But­justlikedriver's
licenses­don'texcludea

statejustbecausetheir
standardsare(moreor
lessstrict)thanours."
MinorityLeaderTodd

Rutherford,D­Richland,
supportedtheproposal
duringthemeeting.
"Theintentofmyvote...

istomakeitsothat­the
factthatonehasafirearm
andhasgonethroughthe
processofgettingacon­
cealed­weaponspermitin
whateverstatethatmay
be­they'renottreated
ascriminalsforsimply
possessingafirearm,"
Rutherfordsaid.
Quinnalsoultimately

votedinfavorofthebill.
However,theLexington

Republicansaidheis
workingonamendments
toaddressmentalhealth
andensureotherstates
alsohonorS.C.permits.

HALEY:NOTANGRY,
JUSTEDUCATING
Gov.NikkiHaleysaid

duringherre­election
campaignlastfallthatshe
wasangryduringherfirst
yearinoffice.
TheLexingtonRepub­

licansaidshewasangry
attheGOPestablishment,
HouseRepublicanleaders
andthemedia.But,she
insisted,shegotoverher
anger.
Recently,however,some

ofthatangerhasseemed
toreappear,asHaleyhas
traveledthestate,criticiz­
inglegislatorsintheir
districts,foropposing
ethicsreformorpropos­
ingnewstatespending.
But,inaninterviewwith

TheBuzzlastweek,Haley
insistedsheisnotangry.
"ForthefouryearsI've

beeninoffice,we'veal­
waysgonetodistrictsand
educated(residents)–
whetheritwasonpolicy,
whetheritwasonthe
actionsoftheirlegislators
–thiswasnothingnew."
InFebruary,Haleywent

toSpartanburgandcalled
outareaHousemembers
fornotbackinghertax­
swapproposal,theSpar­
tanburgnewspaperre­
ported.Shealsocalledout
statesenatorsfromthe
areafornotsupporting
ethicsreform.
Earlierthismonth,Ha­

leywenttoFlorence,tell­
ingagroupthatSenate
PresidentProTempore
HughLeatherman,R­
Florence,isthemainrea­
sonethicsreformhasnot
progressed,theFlorence
newspaperreported.
HaleytoldTheBuzzshe

wasonlydoingherjob,
educatingSouthCar­
olinians.
"Idon'thaveavote

upstairs"intheLegisla­
ture,shesaid."Idohave
thepowerofmyvoice."

'NO,ILOVEY'ALL
MORE...'

Thetwo2016GOPpres­
identialfront­runners,
WisconsinGov.Scott
WalkerandformerFlor­
idaGov.JebBush,hada
chancetoflatterS.C.vot­
erslastweek.
Bushemphasizedthe

PalmettoState'sloveof
America.

HetoldGov.NikkiHa­
leyplayfullyafterher
introductionatSistercare:
"OneofthethingsI'm
reallydisappointedinis
thatyoudidn'tbringup
thefacteverytimeI've
beenwithyou,youalso
saidSouthCarolinaisthe
mostpatrioticstateinthe
country."
Walker,meanwhile,

talkedabouttheofficial
picniccuisineofSouth
Carolina.
SpeakinginColumbia,

hetalkedabouthisnext
stop,abarbecuedinnerin
Greenville.
"Imetmywifeatabar­

becueplace;Iproposedto
herinabarbecueplace.
Wewentbacktothebar­
becueplaceonthenight
ofourwedding.SoIlove
barbecue."
SoS.C.voterschoose!

Doyougowithyourheart
oryourstomach?

CAN#PEELERISMS
TREND?

StateRep.PhyllisHen­
derson,R­Greenville,
(@phyllish21)tweetedan
interactionbetweenthe
S.C.SenateMajority
LeaderHarveyPeeler,
R­Cherokee,atanevent
withWalker.
Shetweeted:@harvey­

peelerto@GovWalker:
"beingademocratinSCis
likebeinglactoseintoler­
antinWisconsin."
#Peelerisms
StaffWriterAndyShain

contributed.
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TheBuzz
Cassie
Cope
thebuzz@
thestate.com
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OFFSHOREDRILLING

Carolinascongressmenvary
onviewsforAtlanticdrilling

BY BRUCE SMITH
The Associated Press
CHARLESTON | Thefivecongressmen
representingcoastaldistrictsintheCar­
olinasreflecttheopposingviewsinstates
where both governors are strong advo­
cates of offshore drilling and almost 20
coastalcommunitiesopposetheidea.
ThefederalBureauofOceanandEner­

gy Management is now taking comment
on what should be included in environ­
mental studies to decide whether areas
in the Atlantic are opened to oil and gas
developmentlaterthisdecade.
Gov. Nikki Haley is a member of the

OuterContinentalShelfGovernorsCoa­

lition,whichNorthCarolinaGov.Pat
McCrory chairs. The group's mission
statement says it works to "influence a
sensible path forward for the develop­
ment of America's offshore energy re­
sources." Drilling proponents say it can
helpreducedependenceonforeignener­
gyandcreatejobsandrevenue.
HiltonHeadIslandisthelatestcoastal

communitytogoonrecordopposing
drilling,joining18othersintheCarolinas.
Opponents worry oil spills could harm
theenvironmentandcoastaltourism.

A look at where the five coastal con­
gressmenstand:

U.S.Rep.WalterJones,R­N.C.
Jones'districtrunsfromGreenvilleto

the Outer Banks and southwest to Wil­
mington.Hesaysanydecisionondrilling
offNorthCarolinashouldbemadebythe
people of the state – not Washington –
and the state should receive a fair share
of energy revenue. He urged the Bureau
of Ocean and Energy Management to
hold an additional public hearing this

SeeDRILLING | Page3A

DRILLING
From Page1A

monthsomorepeoplecouldbe
heard. They were. Some 670
peopleattendedlastMondayin
KillDevilHills,themostforany
public meeting the agency has
held.

U.S.Rep.G.K.Butterfield,
D­N.C.
Butterfield'sdistrictreaches

from Durham then along the
state's northern edge to the
western end of Albermarle
Sound. He and 52 other mem­
bersofCongresswroteInterior
Secretary Sally Jewell this

month asking the Atlantic be
put off­limits to drilling. They
noted drilling would "threaten
the economic and ecological
productivity" of states and at

currentconsumptionrates,At­
lantic offshore oil would pro­
videonlyfivemonthsofenergy.

U.S.Rep.DavidRouzer,
R­N.C.
Rouzer's district runs from

nearRaleighsouthtothecoast
andtheSouthCarolinaline.He
supports oil and gas explora­
tion saying increased produc­
tion will keep prices low, en­
couraginggrowthandmeaning

less oil revenue for the Islamic
State and other terror groups.
Government revenue will also
help pay for coastal infrastruc­
ture,hesays.

U.S.Rep.TomRice,R­S.C.
Rice'snorthcoastdistrictin­

cludesMyrtleBeach.Hefavors
oil exploration. "I don't know
howyoucanmakeanintelligent
decision about what you're go­

ing to do if you don't know
what's there," he says. But he
wonders if offshore drilling is
practical with prices low and
drilling operations on land be­
ingcloseddown.Hesaysstates

should have a say in where off­
shoredrillingisallowed."Ihave
always put a condition on my
assent that it not be near tou­
rismareas,"hesays.

U.S.RepMarkSanford,
R­S.C.
Sanford's district runs from

northeast of Charleston to the
Georgia state line. A strong
conservationist, he has op­
posed drilling in the past. "My
perspective continues to
evolve," he says. He sees no
problem with exploring to at
least see how much oil is off­
shore. "That's where we have
beenbutnotfurtherthanthat."
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MarkSanford,R­S.C. (right) speaks atameeting of thefederalBureauof OceanEnergyManagement inMount
Pleasant,totake publiccommentonopeningareas off theAtlantic coastto drilling for oilandnaturalgas.
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EDITORIAL

HOW DO YOU PASS A GRAND

COMPROMISE?TRY TO
BYCINDIROSS SCOPPE
Recently, I wrote about my

long­held contention that we
canimproveeducationin

South Carolina by taking the best
ideas from across the political
spectrum and putting them together
to craft a grand compromise. But in
the poisonous political environment
that has engulfed our nation, this can
seemlikeanimpossibledream.
I was reminded of how pervasive

thispoisonislastmonth,whenIreada
letter to the editor defending the 2010
declarationbyU.S.SenateRepublican
Leader Mitch McConnell that his top
goal was to make Barack Obama a
one­term president. "Why would any
party that just lost a presidential
electionnotdoeverythinginitspower
to make the winner a one­term
president?" the writer asked, and as I
read those words, I suddenly realized
that there are people who honestly do
not know how destructive that
approach to government is – or how
historic it is. People who honestly do
notknowthatnocongressionalleader
had said such a thing in modern
history.Maybemanyhavethoughtit–
andcertainlytheoppositionpartyhas
been moving more in that direction
with each new president – but they
didn'tsayit.
The tradition in this nation – in any

functioning democracy – is for the
party out of power to play the role of
loyal opposition, with an emphasis on
loyal.Thatmeansthatwhenyourside
isn't in charge, you still fight for your
ideas,butinthecontextofrespectfor
the voters' decisions – and in the
context of governing, not merely

politicking. So when the majority
proposesanideayoudislike,youwork
to amend it so it'll be a little less
dislikable.
And yes, lots of you are rolling your

eyes right now, but I'm writing about
this because here in South Carolina,
we recently saw two very clear
examples of how this can work –
indeed, of how my grand education
compromisecancomeabout.
Theexamplescamefromformer

Gov. Dick Riley, a Democrat who also
served as education secretary under
Bill Clinton, and former state
Education Superintendent Barbara
Nielsen, a Republican, who were
invitedtotestifyatthefirstmeetingof
the special panel that House Speaker
JayLucasassembledtocomeupwitha
responsetothestateSupremeCourt's
order to start providing an adequate
education to all children in South
Carolina.
What was striking was how many

suggestionsMr.Rileymadethatcould
have come from Republicans and how
many suggestions Dr. Nielsen made
thatcouldhavecomefromDemocrats.
Well,itwasstrikingifyoudon'trealize
that the best ideas from both parties
havealotmoretodowithpragmatism
than partisanship or ideology, as too
manypeopleseemnotto.
Clearly, Mr. Riley thinks the state

needstospendmoremoneytoeducate
poor children, but that wasn't the
focusofhisremarks.Afterurgingthe
committee to start by inventorying
what's working in S.C. schools (an
inherently conservative idea), he
talkedabouttheimportanceofmaking

sure children can read, and read well,
bytheendofthethirdgrade.
Mr.Rileytoldpaneliststheyneeded

to find a way to provide personalized
instructionforstudents.
And he urged them to focus on

building – and using – public support,
particularly in the form of
school­community partnerships. "You
willbeamazedbyhowmanyresources
are in a community that never have
beentappedtosupporteducation,"he
said, and he could have been
channeling Gov. Nikki Haley's
much­ridiculed call for churches and
other community groups to get to
work fixing our schools. As much as
critics derided it as a convenient out
for a governor who, at the time, was
doing nothing to support public
education,it'sanideathatholdsmuch
promise,particularlyifwecanstripit
of its partisanship and focus on what
peopleoffaithowetotheleastofthese,
as the state's Roman Catholic,
Episcopal, Lutheran and Methodist
churchesare workingtodo.
Dr. Neilsen hewed to more

predictably Republican themes, and
prescriptivesolutions–streamlininga
tangleofseparatebudgets,conducting
audits to determine where the money
is going, insisting on zero­based
budgeting – that reminded me of her
work with the libertarian S.C. Policy
Council.Butitwasallpresentedinthe
contextofpayingteachersmore–alot
more – and with the clear implication
that while you don't throw money
willy­nillyatthisoranyproblem,more
money likely is needed to make the
changesshesuggests.
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Indeed, it was Dr. Neilsen – not Mr.
Riley, not former Democratic
Education Superintendent Inez
Tenenbaum – who made some of the
most impassioned comments about
the urgency of investing in poor
childreninpoorschooldistricts,asshe
spoke of the outrage of teachers who
makesolittlethattheyqualifyforfood
stamps and urged panel members to
beguidedbythesequestions:"WouldI
put my child in this district or in this
school?Ifnot,thenwhosechildshould
havetogothere?"
In essence, the message from both

Mr.RileyandDr.Nielsenwasthis:Yes,
we need to spend more, which
Republicans don't generally want to
do, but we also must be much more
rigorous about making sure we spend
it in the right way, which Democrats
too often resist, and we must
understand that government alone
won'tsolveourproblem.
Of course it's never easy to move

from such generalities to a specific
plan,butwhenyouthinkofitinthose
terms, it's hard to see how any
reasonablepersoncoulddisagreewith
thatsetofgeneralities.Theproblemis

thatwedon'tusuallythinkofitinthose
terms: We think of it in terms of
Republican ideas vs. Democratic
ideas, which is a guaranteed route to
gridlock.
Fortunately, there are still people

here in South Carolina, and not just
former elected officials, who can see
past that and work past that. Those
are the people who can create
solutions to our problems – if we'll let
them.
The writer is an editorial writer for

TheStatenewspaperinColumbia.
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Dismisssuit
overkids'
basicneeds,
DSSargues

Case accusesstate agency
ofendangering children in its care
By MEG KINNARD
The Associated Press

Socialservicesofficialsareseekingdismissalof
a lawsuit accusing South Carolina's child welfare
agencyofendangeringchildreninitscare.
"Plaintiffs'claimsarenothingmorethanaveiled

attempt at asking this Court to instruct the Gover­
nor and the Director how to manage the Depart­
mentandtoordertheSouthCarolinaGeneralAs­
sembly to allocate additional funds to the Depart­
ment,"attorneysfortheDepartmentofSocialSer­
viceswroteincourtpapersfiledthisweek.
Attorneys for director Susan Alford also said

federalcourtshavenojurisdictionovertheissues.
The children mentioned in the suit, they noted, all
have active family court cases, and it's there that
complaintsshouldbehandled.Inaseparatefiling,
Gov. Nikki Haley says she should be dismissed
fromthecasebecauseshedoesn'toverseeDSSand
onlyappointsitsdirector.
Last year, two advocacy groups – Children's

Rights and the South Carolina Appleseed Legal
Justice Center – sued DSS and Haley, saying the
agency failed to provide 11 children with basic
healthcareandtherightkindofattention.
One16­year­old girl has been through at least a

dozen placements in about eight years, according
to the lawsuit, and was told by a caseworker that
she was in a group facility because the agency
didn't have enough foster homes. Other children
were reportedly denied necessary therapy for
months, abused by caretakers and kept from sib­
lingsalsointhesystem.
Accordingtothelawsuit,SouthCarolina'scase­

loads can be two or three times those of national
and state standards, with some caseworkers hav­
ing60or70childrenatatime.

SEE SUIT PAGE A6

SUIT
FROMPAGE A3

Thelawsuitechoedfind­
ingsinanOctoberLegisla­
tive Audit Council report,
which said DSS relied
heavily on unreliable data,
failed to request extra
money and ignored grow­
ingproblems.
The audit also said the

agencydidn'tdoenoughto
ensure children are placed
insafehomes.

The audit also found
DSS failed to properly in­
vestigateabuseallegations
andchilddeaths.
DSS said last fall it was

aware of problems and
welcomed any help it can
get.
Alford was easily con­

firmed earlier this year to
lead the agency. Amid bi­
partisan calls for her oust­
ing, former director Lillian
Koller resigned last year,

insisting for years she
didn't need additional
moneyormanpower.
In this year's budget re­

quest, the agency had
soughtforitschild­welfare
division money for 277 ad­
ditional employees – 73
percentofthemcasework­
ers and supervisors. It also
requestedmoneyfor35ad­
ditional vulnerable adult
caseworkers and 22 more
people to inspect daycare

providers.
TheHouse'sbudgetpro­

posal, approved last week,
pays for less than half the
requestedadditionalchild­
welfare workers. The
House plan instead funds
120 caseworkers total, as
well as the 22 daycare in­
spectors. But the proposal
doubles employees' pay
raises.
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DSS: LawsuitoverS.C. kids'
basic needsshould bedismissed

BYMEGKINNARD

The Associated Press

State officials want dis­
missal of a lawsuit accusing
South Carolina's child welfare
agency of endangering chil­
dren in its care, saying the
caseisanattempttoforcethe
courtsystemtogetinvolvedin
the agency's funding.
"Plaintiffs' claims are noth­

ing more than a veiled at­
tempt at asking this Court to
instruct the Governor and the
Director how to manage the
Department and to order the
South Carolina General As­
sembly to allocate additional
funds to the Department," at­
torneysfortheDepartmentof
Social Services wrote in court
papers filed this week.
Attorneys for director Su­

san Alford also said federal
courtshavenojurisdictionov­
er the issues. The children
mentioned in the suit, they

noted, all have active family
courtcases,andit'stherethat
complaintsshouldbehandled.
Inaseparatefiling,Gov.Nikki
Haley says she should be dis­
missed from the case because
she doesn't oversee DSS and
only appoints its director.
Last year, two advocacy

groups – Children's Rights
andtheSouthCarolinaApple­
seed Legal Justice Center –
sued DSS and Haley, saying
the agency failed to provide 11
children with basic health
care and the right kind of at­
tention.
One 16­year­old girl has

been through at least a dozen
placements in about eight
years, according to the law­
suit, and was told by a case­
worker that she was in a
group facility because the
agencydidn'thaveenoughfos­
ter homes. Other children
werereportedlydeniedneces­
sary therapy for months,

abusedbycaretakersandkept
from siblings also in the sys­
tem.
According to the lawsuit,

South Carolina's caseloads
can be two or three times
those of national and state
standards, with some case­
workers having 60 or 70 chil­
dren at a time.
Thelawsuitechoedfindings

in an October Legislative Au­
dit Council report, which said
DSS relied heavily on unrelia­
ble data, failed to request ex­
tra money and ignored grow­
ing problems. The audit also
said the agency didn't do
enough to ensure children are
placed in safe homes.
The audit also found DSS

failed to properly investigate
abuse allegations and child
deaths. DSS said last fall it
was aware of problems and
welcomed any help it can get.
Alfordwaseasilyconfirmed

earlier this year to lead the

agency. Amid bipartisan calls
for her ousting, former direc­
torLillianKollerresignedlast
year, insisting for years she
didn't need additional money
or manpower.
In this year's budget re­

quest, the agency had sought
for its child­welfare division
money for 277 additional em­
ployees – 73 percent of them
caseworkers and supervisors.
Italsorequestedmoneyfor35
additional vulnerable adult
caseworkersand22morepeo­
ple to inspect daycare provid­
ers.
TheHouse'sbudgetpropos­

al, approved last week, pays
for less than half the request­
ed additional child­welfare
workers. The House plan in­
stead funds 120 caseworkers
total,aswellasthe22daycare
inspectors. But the proposal
doubles employees' pay rais­
es.
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S.C., N.C.politicians
atodds on offshore
Atlantic drilling

By Bruce Smith
AssociatedPress

CHARLESTON The five
congressmen representing
coastaldistrictsintheCaroli­
nas reflect the opposing
views in states where both
governors are strong advo­
cates of offshore drilling and
almost 20 coastal communi­
ties opposethe idea.
ThefederalBureauofOcean

and Energy Management is
nowtakingcommentonwhat
shouldbeincludedinenviron­
mental studies to decide
whether areas in the Atlantic
areopenedtooilandgasdevel­
opmentlaterthisdecade.
Gov.NikkiHaleyisamem­

beroftheOuterContinental
Shelf Governors Coalition,
which North Carolina Gov.
Pat McCrory chairs. The
group's mission statement
says it works to "influence a
sensiblepathforwardforthe
development of America's
offshore energy resources."
Drilling proponents say it

can help reduce dependence
on foreign energy and create
jobs andrevenue.
HiltonHeadIslandisthelat­

est coastal community to go
on record opposing drilling,
joining18othersintheCaroli­
nas. Opponents worry oil
spills could harm the environ­
mentandcoastaltourism.
A look at where the five

coastal congressmen stand:
U.S. REP. WALTER

JONES, R­N.C.: Jones' dis­
trict runs from Greenville to
the Outer Banks and south­
westtoWilmington.Hesays
any decision on drilling off
North Carolina should be
made by the people of the
state–notWashington–and
thestateshouldreceiveafair
share of energy revenue. He
urged the Bureau of Ocean
and Energy Management to

hold an additional public
hearing this month so more

people couldbeheard.
U.S. REP. G.K.

BUTTERFIELD, D­N.C.:
Butterfield's district reaches
from Durham then along the
state's northern edge to the
western end of Albermarle
Sound. He and 52 other
members of Congress wrote
InteriorSecretarySallyJewell
thismonthaskingtheAtlantic
beputoff­limitstodrilling.
U.S. REP. DAVID

ROUZER, R­N.C.: Rouzer's
districtrunsfromnearRaleigh
south to the coast and the
South Carolina line. He sup­
ports oil and gas exploration
saying increased production
willkeeppriceslow,encourag­
ing growth and meaning less
oil revenue for the Islamic
Stateandotherterrorgroups.
Government revenue will also
helppayforcoastalinfrastruc­
ture,hesays.
U.S.REP.TOMRICE,R­

S.C.: Rice's north coast dis­

trict includes Myrtle Beach.
He favors oil exploration. "I
don'tknowhowyoucanmake
an intelligent decision about
what you're going to do if you
don't know what's there," he
says. But he wonders if off­
shore drilling is practical with
prices low and drilling oper­
ations on land being closed
down. He says states should
have a say in where offshore
drillingisallowed.
U.S. REP. MARK

SANFORD, R­S.C.: San­
ford's district runs from
northeast of Charleston to
the Georgia state line. A
strong conservationist, he
has opposed drilling in the
past. "My perspective con­
tinuestoevolve,"hesays.He
seesnoproblemwithexplor­
ing to at least see how much
oil isoffshore.
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BRUCE SMITH­AP

Opponentsof openingwaters offthe Carolinas coasttooil and natural gas exploration hold signsinMount
Pleasanton March11.
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Report:Poorchildrenlagbehinddespite4K
By JamieSelf
jself@thestate.com
HOPKINS Sittingonhermoth­

er's lap, McKenzie Jackson lists
the Carolinas, the Gulf states and
ends with a drawn­out pronuncia­
tion of"Arkansas."
AttheirHopkinshomeWednes­

day, Alisha Jackson was quizzing
her daughter on what she has
learned in 4­year­old kindergarten
at Gadsden Elementary School.
McKenzie attends that program

for free, thanks to the state's 4K
program forlow­incomechildren.
The state's free 4K program has

beenalife­changer,AlishaJackson
says. Saving $150 a week on child
care, she said, helps her take her
daughterontripssoshecan"expe­
riencemorethingsinlife."McKen­
zie's early start in school also
means she will not be farther be­
hind nextyear, hermother says.

But a new study has some educa­
tion advocates questioning whether
thestate'sdecade­old,$65million­a­
year 4K program, free for impover­
ishedchildren,issucceeding.
ThestudyfortheS.C.Education

Oversight Committee compared
howpoorchildrenwhoenrolledin
4K during the program's first four
years performed later on standar­
dizedtests.

The study found:
mPoorchildreninpoordistricts

whoenrolledin4Kweremorelike­
ly to pass end­of­year exams in
math and reading than poor chil­
dreninthosedistrictswhodidnot
attend 4K.
m But, even after attending 4K,

SEE 4K, PAGE2B

4K
CONTINUED FROM PAGE1B
the success rate of those im­
poverished students was no
better than that of poor chil­
dren in wealthier districts
that do not have the state's
free 4Kprogram.
mSuccessratesofstudents

intheK4programvarieddra­
maticallyfromschooldistrict
to school district. Students
in some districts did well,
withalmost90percentpass­
ingthestate'sthird­grade
math test. But performance
was dismal in others, with
less than1in10 passing.
m Poor children who en­

rolled in 4K had "consistent­
ly lower" achievement levels
onstateteststhandidallstu­
dentsstatewide.
Despite"modestacademic

gains," the state's 4K pro­
gramis"notclosingthe(aca­
demicachievement)gap"be­
tween impoverished stu­
dents and other S.C. stu­
dents, Oversight Committee
executive director Melanie
BartontoldastateSenatepa­
nel Wednesday.
"(W)e remain concerned

that we are not succeeding
withthisat­riskpopulationof
youngpeople," shesaid.

Court­orderedreforms
The dilemma of how to

close the achievement gap –
thegapbetweentheperform­
ance of children statewide

and poor children on the
state's standardized tests –
hasbeenattheheartofSouth
Carolina's education debate
fortwodecades.
The4Kprogramwascreat­

ed in 2006 in response to a
judge'sorderthatSouthCar­
olina must do more for pre­
school­agedchildreninpoor,
rural school districts. Those
districts sued the state in
1993 formorestatesupport.
The 4K study also comes

during a push for new re­
forms, ordered by the state
SupremeCourt.
TheK4reviewhasleftsome

supportersdisappointed.
While the program "has

been helpful, it's not a pana­
cea," said state Sen. John
Matthews, D­Orangeburg.
"We have not seen the gains
that we thought we were go­
ing tosee."
Thestudyshedslightonjust

howmuchworseoffpoorchil­
dreninpoordistrictsarethan
their peers in wealthier dis­
tricts, Matthews said. Those
poorstudentstendtofailmore
often because, he said, "Most
of them live in poor homes,
then you send them to poor
schoolsinapoordistrict."

'Doweneedtodomore?'
The report also comes on

theheelsofadramaticexpan­
sion ofthe 4Kprogram.

During the last two years,
state lawmakers more than
doubled the number of chil­
dren served by the 4K pro­
gram to 12,500. They also
more than tripled the pro­
gram'sbudgetto$65million,
not including about $10 mil­
lion leftover fromlast year.
Now, however, the pro­

gram's quality must be im­
proved before lawmakers ex­
pand it again, as some want
to do,Barton says.
Teachers in the 4K pro­

gram need more training,
Barton said. Elementary
teachers also must change
the way they instruct, build­
ingonwhatstudentslearnin
4K instead of repeating that
instruction in lower elemen­
tarygrades.Lawmakersalso
should set higher standards
for the private day care cen­
ters and public schools that
takepartinthe4Kprogram,
rewardingprogramsthat
raisestudents'successrates.
Butnotallpolicyadvocates

see4Kasthebestuseofstate
dollars.
The 4K program will not

leave students better off if
they attend failing schools
with failing leaders, said El­
len Weaver, president of the
Jim DeMint­backed Palmet­
to Promise Institute, a con­
servativethink tank.
"It's a mistake to put all of

thismoneyintodevelopinga
(prekindergarten) program
... if we're putting these kids
intosystemsandschoolsthat
are consistently under­per­
forming," Weaver said.
Advocates say the 4K pro­

gram issucceeding.
Dan Wuori of S.C. First

Steps,whichoverseespartof
theprogram,saidgainsby
4K students have been "sub­
stantial," given how far be­
hindchildreninextremepov­
erty are when they enter the
classroom.
While poor 4K participa­

nts still lag behind children
statewide, they are bridging
theachievementgap,hesaid,
by outperforming poor chil­
dreninhigh­povertydistricts
thatdo not have4K.
For example, nearly 73 per­

centofpoorchildrenwhohad
gone to 4K passed the state's
standardized reading test at
the end of the third grade.
That compares to 67 percent
of poor children in poor dis­
trictswhodidnotgo.
And,whilethesuccessrate

of students who had gone to
4Klaggedthestatewideaver­
age by 6 percentage points,
the success rate of poor stu­
dents in poor districts who
did not go to 4K was even
lower, lagging the statewide
average by 12 percentage
points.
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Still, Wuori added, "If the
question is, 'Do we need to
domorethanjust4Ktoreally
talk about closing the
achievement gap,' then the
answer isyes."

4Koutcomesvary
Bartonsaidthegainspoor

childrenin4Kmakearegood
but "modest." Children in
the state's highest­poverty
districtsare,onaverage,only
performingatthesamelevels
of poor children statewide,
she said.
The impact of 4K on poor

children also varies widely
from district to district, sig­
naling a need for more ac­
countability in some pro­
grams, shesaid.
Some school districts saw

4Ksuccesses.
Forexample, two­thirds of

thepoorchildrenintheClar­
endon 2 school district who
did not enroll in 4K passed
the state's third­grade math
test. But participating in 4K

increasedthepassagerateof
poor children in that district
to 88 percent, based on an
analysis by The State news­
paper.
Other districts saw no dif­

ferenceinresults.
In the Berkeley school dis­

trict, 1 in 3 poor children
failed the state's math test at
the end of the third grade
whethertheyhadgoneto4K
ornot.
Some districts' 4K pro­

gramsseeminglyhurtpartic­
ipants.
In the Florence 4 district,

only 8 percent of 4K partici­
pants passed the same third­
grademathtest,lessthanthe
15 percent who passed with­
out attending 4K in the four
years that the study re­
viewed.
Successful districts are in­

novating outside the class­
room, finding ways to reach
parents and families in their
communities, Bartonsaid.
One district helps parents

findfamilydoctors,forexam­
ple. In another district, gro­
cery stores are putting up
signs helping parents use
shopping to practice identi­
fying objects, words and col­
ors.
StateSen.WesHayes,R­

York,whochairsaSenatepa­
nelthatoverseesK­12spend­
ing, agrees with Barton that
theprogramnowmustfocus
on quality.
High­quality 4K can make

a "huge difference" for stu­
dents, Hayes said. But, he
added, "Just simply having a
program with poor quality
maynot,inthelongterm,do
much good."
State Rep. Rita Allison, R­

Spartanburg, who chairs
education committees in the
House, said the 4K report
provesthatimprovingeduca­
tion is "not all about money.
You can continue to spend
the money, but you've got to
delve into where the prob­
lemsareand solvethem."

Reformsinthe budget
Improving 4K students'

academic success is more
pressingnowthanever,edu­
cation advocatessay.
Startinginthe2017school

year, third graders who fail
the state's standardized test
for reading face being held
back a grade for reading­in­
tensiveinstruction.
The retention plan is part

of a new law that requires a
statewide focus on literacy.
In last year's budget, Re­

publican Gov. Nikki Haley
pushed lawmakers to spend
$30 million on reading
coaches for all elementary
schools and more money for
summer reading camps.
ButstateSen.VincentShe­

heen,D­Kershaw,alongtime
advocate of expanding the
free 4K program to all S.C.
children, said House budget
writersareundercuttingpro­
grams aimed at ensuring
third graders are reading on
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grade level.
In her proposal for the

state's fiscal year that starts
July 1, Haley recommended
spending an additional $13
million for more reading
coachesandsummerreading
camps. However, the House
approvedonlyabouthalfthat
amount.
That House action is

"moreofthesame"byastate
government that fails yearly
to fund public education at
levelsrecommendedbystate
law, Sheheen said.
'Wearesavingalife'
South Carolina has about

42,000 4­year­olds who, like
McKenzie Jackson in Hop­
kins,meetfederaldefinitions
forlivinginpoverty–qualify­
ingforMedicaidorfreeorre­
duced­price lunches.
Thestate's4Kprogramnow

serves about 30 percent of
thosechildrenin60schooldis­

tricts, up from 34 districts in
2012. Richland 1's Gadsden
Elementary, where McKenzie
attends 4K, was included in
thestate'sexpansion.
Principal Monica Owens­

Carter said leadership, re­
sources and reaching fam­
ilies early on have helped
GadsdenElementarynarrow
the achievement gap.
Ninety­seven percent of

Gadsden's students live in
poverty, but the school re­
ceiveda"good"ratingonlast
year's state report card, an
accomplishment shared by
only six other schools with
similar poverty rates. (More
than 160 schools like Gads­
den scored average or below
onthatreportcard;onlyone
scored"excellent.")
The state's 4K dollars al­

lowedGadsdentousefederal
money for technology and
other4Kupgrades,Owens­
Carter said. A Montessori

program for 3­year­olds also
helps children early, Owens­
Cartersaid.
"Oftentimes, if our kids

don't come to the school,
they sit at home on the
couch," she said. "When we
areopeningourdoorstothe
4­year­olds and the
3­year­olds, I think, at that
moment in time, we are sav­
ing alife."

Is 4Ksucceeding?
Anew studyfound:
m Poorchildren inpoordistricts who enrolled in4Kwere

more likely topass end­of­yearexams inmath andreadingthan
poorchildren inthosedistricts who didnot attend 4K.
m Even after attending 4K,the successrateof impoverished

students wasno betterthanpoor childrenin wealthier districts
thatdo not have thestate'sfree4Kprogram.
m Successrates between studentsin the4Kprogramvaried

dramatically. Studentsinsome schooldistricts performed well,
withalmost90 percentof studentspassing astate test.But
resultswere dismalinothers,with lessthan10 percentpassing
thattest.
m Poorchildren whoenrolled in4Khad "consistently lower"

achievementlevelson state tests than didall students statewide.

­THESTATE
Alisha Jacksonputs a backpackon herdaughter McKenziebefore
schoolatGadsdenElementary.
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MattWalsh ­TheState

Janet Sumter writes the daysofthe week onawhiteboardforher 4Kclass atGadsden Elementary.

SC0148 Herald
Page Number: 9Publication Date: 03/22/2015

Report:Poor children lag behind despite 4K
BY JAMIE SELF jself@thestate.com
146.63 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Rock Hill, SC    Circulation: 34688

Page: 4

62033-03-22_9001.pdf

County: York



Carolinas' congressmen have varied views on oil drilling
By BRUCE SMITH
The Associated Press
CHARLESTON ­ The five con­

gressmen representing coastal dis­
tricts in the Carolinas reflect the
opposing views in states where both
governors are strong advocates of off­
shore drilling and almost 20 coastal
communities oppose the idea.
The federal Bureau of Ocean and

Energy Management is now taking
comment on what should be includ­
ed in environmental studies to decide
whether areas in the Atlantic are

opened to oil and gas development
later this decade.
Gov. Nikki Haley is a member of the

Outer Continental Shelf Governors Co­
alition, which North Carolina Gov. Pat
McCrory chairs. The group's mission
statement says it works to "influence a
sensible path forward for the develop­
ment of America's offshore energy re­
sources." Drilling proponents say it can
help reduce dependence on foreign en­

ergy and create jobs and revenue.
Hilton Head Island is the latest

coastal community to go on record
opposing drilling, joining 18 others in
the Carolinas. Opponents worry oil
spills could harm the environment
and coastal tourism.
MORE INSI?E
For a look at where the five coastal
congressmen stand, go to 4A.
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