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Dear Ms. Forknoer:

According to the May 19, 2008 Bulletin from your agency, SCDHHS through
the Medicaid Program, has begun to reimburse pediatric intensivists and
pediatric emergency medicine physicians for a “limited” number of anesthesia
codes. When a similar request was made to the Department during the previous
administration, the SCSA was contacted and invited to offer advice and counsel
as to the appropriateness of the request and the position of both the state and
national anesthesiology societies. The decision at that time was not to allow the
reimbursement.

I'was surprised to read the May 19 Bulletin, as we were not asked to participate
in any way with the new policy, the review of codes, etc. More importantly, our
society is concerned with the length and breadth of the “approved codes.” At
the time of the original request, Richland Memorial Hospital (the only facility
making the request to my knowledge) was asking for reimbursement for sedation
codes for services provided by pediatric intensivists in non-operating room
areas. The codes that have been approved by SCDHHS, however, are far and
above sedation codes that would reasonably be used by pediatric specialists or
any other non-anesthesiologists.

In my initial request for clarification from your staff, I wanted to be sure that this
policy change would not in any way suggest that these pediatric specialists could
medically direct nurses performing any of the procedures covered in the code
set, and that these pediatric specialists could only personally perform these
procedures.-{-was-assured that they could only personally perform these cases——
Additionally, the physician performing the procedure cannot also be the
physician performing the anesthesia. The pediatric intensivists must be made
aware of this legal requirement. I also asked for clarification that the
reimbursement for them would be 86% of Medicare and NOT the special 120%
of Medicare. Again, I was assured that the rate would be the same as for the
expert in anesthesiology.

As to the codes themselves, how were they selected? On whose expertise and
consultation were the codes selected? Did any anesthesiologist assist your staff
in developing the list? Of the 47 approved codes, we believe only 11 may be
appropriate for non-anesthesiologists providing sedation.



In reviewing additional information from your department concerning the
“crosswalk”™ from the surgical codes to the anesthesia codes, there are several
errors. For example, surgical code 36010 is cross walked by your staff to
anesthesia code 00560. The correct cross walk is to 01916. There are several
other incorrect crosswalk codes in your pediatric intensivists code set.

In conclusion, we are concerned with several aspects of the new policy and
respectfully request that you reconsider. We would welcome the

opportunity to participate in any review of this policy and others that involve the
delivery of anesthesiology services.

Sincerely,

Nﬂxxm\

M M. Pate, MPH
Executive Director

Cc Melanie “BZ” Giese, RN
Felicity C. Myers
SCSA Executive Committee

Enclosures

SCDHHS Approved Codes

00120, 00140, 00145, 00220, 00300, 00350, 00400, 00410, 00520, 00524,
00532, 00540, 00550, 00560, 00635, 00700, 00702, 00740, 00810, 00862,
00902, 00920, 00940, 01112, 01130, 01200, 01220, 01340, 01380, 01390,
01420, 01462, 01490, 01620, 01670, 01680, 01730, 01820, 01850, 01860,
01920, 01922, 01924, 01926, 01951, 01952, 01953

SCSA Suggested Codes

00520, 00524, 00635, 00740, 00810, 00862, 01112, 01130, 01922, 01924,
01926
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93315 - Transesophageal echocardiography for congenital cardiac anomalies; including probe placement,
image acquisition, interpretation and report

93318 - Echocardiography, Fransescphageat for monitoring purposes, including probe placement, raal time 20
:u%noa.uao: interpt lsading to ongaing (contiruous) assessment of cardiac pumping funct. & to



therapeutic measuraes on an immediate basis
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36420 - Venipunciure, cutdown, under age 1 year
36425 - age 1 or over



%Egiiﬂggig.g.ﬂi
ﬂanu-ggiu:gnggngsquawgo

Anesthesia for cardiac catheterization including coronary angiography and ventriculography (not to
include Swan-Ganz catheter)
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Margarita M. Pate, MPH

Executive Director

South Carolina Society of Anesthesiologists
2059 Skyhawk Court

Mount Pleasant, South Carolina 29466

Dear Ms. Pate:

Thank you for your letter regarding the recent policy revision which expanded the utilization
of certain anesthesia procedures codes to qualified Pediatric Intensivists and Pediatric
Emergency Medicine physicians. As you know, this subject has been under consideration at
the Agency since August 2006.

Originally, several hospitals approached SCDHHS for our support in allowing coverage of
deep sedation by the Intensivists in order to meet a need in the community. Numerous
meetings were held with physicians, Executive Staff and our Medical Director to review
policy and the requested codes. It was determined that it would be in the best interest of
our Medicaid beneficiaries and also allowable through current CPT sedation definitions to
allow coverage by non-anesthesiologists effective May, 2008. There are currently 8
Pediatric Intensivists and 5 Pediatric Emergency Room physicians registered with SCDHHS
who can bill the 47 anesthesia sedation codes.

We have attempted to determine the origin of the crosswalk information that you attached
to your letter, but are unable to validate this as a SCDHHS document. Only the attestation
form accompanied the bulletin. Another- indicator that the crosswalk is not ours is that
surgical code 36010, which according to our policy is an independent code billed alone,
should not crosswalk to 00560 as you indicate.

| appreciate your concern and would welcome the opportunity to discuss this with you in
person.

Sincerely,

bpa il

Emma Forkner
Director
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