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South Carolina law.

Act 155, signed into law by
Gov. Nikki Haley in April,
eliminated the high school exit
exam in favor of new tests
(Work Keys and The ACT),
which were administered for
the first time this year.

With the exit exam, stu-
dents had to pass both sections
(English and math) by the end
of their senior year or they did
not receive diplomas, even if
they had earned all the credits
necessary to graduate.

sAct 155 made the elimina-
tion of the exit exam require-
ment retroactive to 1990,
meaning that anyone who was
denied a diploma from 1990
forward, simply on the basis
of the exit exam, may now be
eligible to receive that diplo-
ma.

All a candidate has to do is
etition his or her local school
oard to be granted a diplomia.

Once a petition is approved, it
is sent to the State Department
of Education for processing.
This normally takes 4-6 weeks.

So far, nearly 6,000 diplo-
mas have been issued state-
wide since the process began
shortly after Act 155 became
law. But it has a deadline:
December 31. That means
anyone who is eligible for a
high school diploma under the
act must submit his or her peti-

. tion to the school board by
then.

For more information, visit
http://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/

ublic-information-resources/
l igh-school-exit-exam-elimi-
nation/
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Staff reports

Boise Cascade, the parent
company of Chester Wood
Products in Chester, has
announced a $23.5 million
expansion expected to create 52
new jobs in Chester County.

Boise Cascade Company
(NYSE: BCC) is one of the larg-
est producers of plywood and
engineered wood products in
North America and a leading
U.S. wholesale distributor of

building products.

Boise Cascade acquired
Chester Wood Products in 2013,
establishing the company’s first
operations in South Carolina.

Operating today as Chester
Plywood, Boise Cascade has
decided to expand its Chester
County operations in an effort to
better serve its growing custom-
er base.

With respect to its investment
in the facility, which is located at
1445 Lancaster Highway in

revealed: Boise Cascade expan.....2

Chester, Boise Cascade has
already begun installing new
equipment and expanding the
warehouse. '

With a heritage dating back
to 1957, and headquartered in
Boise, Idaho, Boise Cascade
manufactures engineered wood
products, plywood, lumber and
particleboard. As a national dis-

See BOISE, Page 2-A
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tributor, the company
operates more than 30 dis-
tribution centers across
the US.

Hiring for the new posi-
tions began in the third
quarter of 2015, and will
continue through the first
quarter of 2016. Those
interested in joining the
Boise Cascade team should
visit the company’s careers
page online. For more
information on the compa-
ny, visit www.bc.com.

The Coordinating
Council for Economic
Development has approved
a  $100,000 Rural
Infrastructure Fund grant
to Chester County to assist
with the costs of real prop-
erty improvements.

“We have so many great
corporate citizens, like
Boise Cascade, that are
the driving force behind
our economic development
momentum, because they
prove to the world that
there is no better place to
be doing business each
time they decide to expand
in our state,” said Gov.

Nikki Haley.

“We look forward to see-
ing the positive impact
that this new $23.5 million
investment, and the 52
new jobs it will create, will
have in Chester County.”

Chester County Super-
visor Shane Stuart said,
“Today’s announcement
from Boise Cascade is
more good news for Ches-
ter County. With this
announcement being abo-
ut an existing industrial
partner, this is a demon-
stration of the pro-business
atmosphere and dedicated
leadership in Chester Cou-
nty. Like we always say,
it’s a great day to live and
work in Chester County.”

_Chester 'County Deve-
lopment ‘Association Chair
Brian Singleton agrees.

“The Boise Cascade
expansion is a great addi-
tion to our existing indus-
trial base in Chester
County. They are obvious-
ly pleased with the success
of their South Carolina
operations and we are
excited that they continue
to choose Chester,” he said.

S.C. Secretary of
Commerce Bobby Hitt

said, “Squth ‘Carolina’s
manufacturmg industry
continues to prosper, and
today, we celebrate yet
another victory for that
sector with the announce-
ment that Boise Cascade is
expanding its Chester
plant. Congratulations to
the company and the peo-
ple of Chester on this ter-
rific partnership,” Hitt
said.

And Boise Cascade
Company Southeastern

Area’ Manager Chris
Seymour added, “This
$23.5 million investment
shows the confidence that
the company has in our
more than 350 employees
in South Carolina and rep-
resents a sound invest-
ment in the future of this
facility and of this compa-
ny. Thank you to everyone
Who helped make this hap-
pen.”

This project was dis-
cussed at Iength on several
occasions recently b
Chester Couhty Council. iy
was operating under the
code name “Project: 1521.”

Fast facts: Boise
Cascade expansion

¢ Boise Cascade Com-
pany is expanding opera-
tions in Chester County.

® $23.5 million invest-
ment creating 52 new jobs.

¢ Headquartered in
Boise, Idaho, Boise
Cascade manufactures
engineered wood products,
plywood, lumber and par-
ticleboard

o The facility, which is
located at 1445 Lancaster
Highway in Chester, will
be expanded with the addi-
tion of warehouse space, as
well as the installation of
new equipment,

Those interested in join-
ing the Boise Cascade
team should visit the com-
pany’s careers page online.




Westminster
News
Westminster,SC
Circ. 1685
From Page:

1

12/9/2015
61246

County: Oconee

61246-12-09_1001.pdf

PHESS CLIFFING BURE AL

ws  Workforce

Development Center

Pre-Design Funding
Approved

The estimated $338,000 cost of pre-design services for the new
workforce development center at the Oconee Industry and Tech-
nology Park will be shared by the school district, which will pay
$202,800 (60 percent) and the county and Tri-County Technical
College (TCTC), which will each pay $67,600 (20 percent each).

This is according to a memorandum of understanding which the
County Council unanimously approved at its meeting last Tuesday,
and the school district and TCTC have also approved.

The workforce development center will include three facilities:
an Oconee County campus of TCTC, a new career center for the
school district, and an Economic Development office for the county.
The school district is paying 60 percent of the pre-design services
cost because its career center will occupy approximately that per-
centage of the total square-footage. ‘

Pre-design services include a site survey, architectural drawings,
and engineering services.

The county’s $67,600 share of the cost will come from its
Tri-County Technical College special revenue fund, for which 2.1
mills is included in the budget.

Officials have estimated that construction on the workforce de-
velopment center is still about two or three years in the future. The
location is on Highway 11 between Walhalla and Westminster.

REFUGEE RESOLUTION

By a 4-1 vote, the council decided not to proceed with consider-
ation of a resolution supporting Governor Nikki Haley’s opposition
to resettling Syrian refugees in South Carolina. The lone vote to
proceed with consideration of the resolution was by Tim Cain, who
had proposed it at the previous meeting.

The motion not to proceed with consideration was made by Edda
Cammick, who said the refugee situation was “not a county issue”
and that a resolution would have no legal standing regarding the
federal immigration policy.

However, Cain expressed concern about how effectively refu-
gees from the Syrian civil war were being vetted, to ensure they
“don’t wish harm to this country,” and he speculated that a county
resolution could have some influence on policymakers.
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The estimated $338,000 cost
of pre-design services for the
new workforce. development
center at the Oconee Industry
and Technology Park will be
shared by the school district,
which will pay $202,800 (60
percent) and the county and
Tri-County Technical College
(TCTC), which will each pay
$67,600 (20 percent each).

This is according to a memo-
randum of understanding which
the County Council unanimous-
ly approved at its meeting last
Tuesday, and the school district
and TCTC have also approved.

The workforce development
center will include three facili-
ties: an Oconee County campus
of TCTC, a new career center
for the school district, and an
Economic Development office
for the county.

The school district is paying
60 percent of the pre-design

Workforce Development Center'’
Pre-Design Funding Approved

services cost because its career
center will occupy approxi-
mately that percentage of the
total square-footage.

Pre-design services include a
site survey, architectural draw-
ings, and engineering services.

The county’s $67,600 share

of the cost will come from its
Tri-County Technical College
special revenue fund, for which
2.1 mills is included in the bud-
get.
Officials 'have estimated that
construction on the workforce
development center is still
about two or three years in the
future. The location is on High-
way 11 between Walhalla and
Westminster.

REFUGEE RESOLUTION

By a 4-1 vote, the council de-
See ‘WORKFORCE DEVEL-
OPMENT CENTER continued
on page 6 J
- AN

DEVELOPMENT

CENTER’ continued from page 1

cided not to proceed with con-
sideration of a resolution sup-
porting Governor Nikki Haley’s
opposition to resettling Syrian
refugees in South Carolina. The
lone vote to proceed with con-
sideration of the resolution was
by Tim Cain, who had proposed
it at the previous meeting.

The motion not to proceed
with consideration was made
by Edda Cammick, who said

~the refugee situation was “not a

county issue¢ and that a resolu-
tion would have no legal stand-
ing regarding the federal immi-
gration policy.

However, Cain expressed
concern about how effectively
refugees from the Syrian civil
war were being vetted, to en-
sure they “don’t wish harm to
this country,” and he speculated
that a county resolution could
have some influence on policy-
makers. _ —~
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"Poll: SC GOP voters want mosques monitored’
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; ‘COLUMBIA — With terrorism
gltheu' new top 2016 presiden-
campaign issue, S.C. Repub-
Bean voters favor monitoring
mbosques and creating a data-
base of Muslims, according to a
new poll.
. And most S.C. Republicans say

they - think the candidate with
the best chance of keeping the
United States safe is New York
billionaire Donald Trump.
“Trump has has been talk-
ing the loudest about this,” said
Scott Huffmon, director of the
Winthrop Poll, which released
its latest survey Thursday. “And
he’s been the best at channel-
ing this fear while expressing
total confidence that he can fix

the problem. People tend to like
leaders who talk big, simplify
complex issues and express bold
solutions.” .

As for criticism that Trump
lacks specifics behind his prom-

ises to destroy ISIS, which has
been linked to attacks in France
and California in recent weeks,
Huffmon said thé average S.C.
GOP voter cares little for, details.

"They are concerned with ISIS

being able to reach into Ameri-
ca,” Huffmon added. “If Muslims
can be radicalized in our coun-
try, they figure, ‘We need to keep
an eye on these people.” And the
person best articulating that is
Donald Trump.”

The poll found Trump remains
the favorite of Palmetto State
Republicans in 2016, having
topped 13 of the past 14 major
polls taken since July.

“Things could turn on a dime,”
said Scott Buchanan, a political
scientist at The Citadel. “But, for
now, Trump seems bulletproof.”

Cruz now in second

U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas,
who has surged nationally in re-
cent weeks, is in second in the
new Winthrop survey — his best

See POLL, Page 3A
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showing in an S.C. poll since April.
He received 16 percent support to
Trump’s 24 percent backing.

Cruz seems to be winning over
some Trump backers, who might
think the senator is mere electable,
Winthrop’s Huffmon said.

* “People are finally hearing (Cruz’s)
message about his anger against the
+government,” he said. “He's also been
' good about articulating his faith.”

.. Winning over evangelicals has
heiped Cruz pass retired Maryland
Heurosurgeon Ben Carson for sec-
pnd place in South Carolina.

. Trailing Cruz in the Winthrop Poll
were Carson at 14 percent, U.S. Sen.
Marco Rubio of Florida at 11 percent
and former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush at
- 9 percent.

* The five leading GOP candidates
in South Carolina are pulling away
from the remaining nine hopefuls,
who received 2 percent or less sup-
port from Republican voters in the
pew poll.

“Among those nine is U.S. Sen.
!,mdsey Graham of Seneca, the first

jtting South Carolina politician to

~un for president in three decades.

Graham also remains near the back
of the 14-candidate race for the

-nomination in other early-primary
states, lowa and New Hampshire.

.. Some Republican leaders — in-
cludmgW1sconsm Gov. Scott Walker,

a former White House hopeful him-
&e]lf — have suggested candidates

ith meager poll numbers should

L:d,rop out of the race so the remain-

Who's leading?

Trump: 24% ‘

Cruz: 16%

Carson: 14%

Rubio: 11%

Bush: 9%

“Fiorina, Graham and Huckabee' 2%
‘Christie, Kasichand Paul: 1%

ing GOP candidates can better battle
Trump.

“Winnowing the field mlght allow
the top tier (of candidates) to articu-
late their vision,” Huffmon said. “It’s

hard to articulate your vision when was

have to shout over someone else,”
The Winthrop Poll was taken from
Nov. 30 through Monday, the day
that Trump proposed a temporary
ban on Muslims traveling into the
United States following ISIS-related

mass shootings.

S.C. Republican leaders cr1t101zed
Trump for that proposed ban, in-
cluding Gov. Nikki Haley, who called
his proposal “un-American.”

But Trump’s proposal, which some
condemned as unconstitutional, has
not hurt him in the Palmetto State
as the state’s Feb. 20 primary ap-
proaches.

On Wednesday, Fox News released
a poll showing Trump leading Car-
son by 35 percent to 15 percent in the
Palnietto State. Cruz and Rubio were

ied for third at 14 percent. That poll
en this week, after Trump’s
proposed Muslim travel ban. :

Terrorism now top issue

Terrorism and ISIS are the top is-
sues in the election for S.C. GOP
voters by nearly a 2-1 ratio over the
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economy, the next highest response,
according to the Winthrop Poll.

The survey found 67 percent of S.C.
Republican voters favor surveillance
of mosques, and 48 percent back a
database of Muslims in the United
States. Forty-two percent of S.C. Re-
publicans oppose the database idea.

"Those - suggestions, mentioned
by Trump, drew even more backing
from his supporters — 80 percent
of whom want mosques monitored
and 72 percent support a database.

The GOP race has changed sub-
stantially since Winthrop last sur-
veyed S.C. Republicans in April.

Bush was the leader in the April
poll, with Cruz and Graham tied
for second. Trump did not enter
the race until June. He launched his
candidacy with controversial com-
ments about Mexican immigrants

— saying some are rapists — and
has continued with sharp jabs at his
opponents.

But promising to use his experi-

‘ence as a real estate mogul to make

sweeping changes, Trump has found
steady support among voters who
feel alienated and want a political
newcomer to lead in Washington,
D.C.

“Voters are saying, ‘We'e sick of
politicians,” ” The Citadel’s Buchan-
an said. “They don't like politicians
or trust politicians, and they see
Trump as the authentic outsider.”

The new Winthrop Poll surveyed
828 likely S.C. Republican presi-
dential primary voters from Nov.
30 through Monday. The poll has a
margin of error of plus or minus 3.4
percentage points.
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THaley says

she won't seek R

direct aid for destroyed crops

The Associated Press

COLUMBIA — Farmers
packed the Statehouse on
Monday to beg Gov. Nikki
Haley to ask Congress for
money to offset their es-
timated $376 million in
losses from last month’s
historic flooding.

But the Republican gov-
ernor is unwavering in her
refusal.

Farmers should have
federally subsidized crop
insurance, and under-in-
sured farmers shouldn't be
bailed out, her office said.

Last week, Haley asked
the state’s congressional
delegation for $140 million
to helphomeowners, many
of whom had no flood in-
surance. Her letter did not
include any direct aid for
farmers. Instead, she asked
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture to expedite insur-
ance payments to farmers.

“The governor does not
believe we should treat
farmers differently than
any other business owner
in South Carolina,” said
her spokesworman Chaney
Adams. ”

Her stance puts her at
odds with GOP Agricul-
ture Commissioner Hugh
Weathers and Republican
legislators. A Senate panel
studying the storm’s cost
voted unanimously before
the farmers’ news confer-
ence to send Haley a letter
urging her to change her
mind. At the event, several
Republican House mem-
bers took the podium to

ask her to sign the request.

Even for those with in-
surance, payments won't
come close to covering
farmers’ costs, Weathers
said.

“If every farm in South
Carolina had picked the
best crop insurance op-
tions available, the insur-
ance proceeds still would
not cover the basic cost of
putting that acre of corn,
cotton, soybeans in the
ground,” Weathers told the
Senate panel.

Losses didn't stop with
the initial flooding. While
the Oct. 2-5 storm that
dumped 2 feet of rain on
parts of the state did the
bulk of the damage, the
continued rainfall wors-
ened the problem, as crops
rotted in the fields, Weath-
ers said.

The estimated losses in-
clude $330 million worth
of crops destroyed or dam-
aged in the field at har-
vest time and $46 million
in winter crops that can't
be planted in the muck,
Weathers said.

"While Haley’s advocacy
wouldnt  automatically
cause Congress to put
the money in the federal
budget, a request won't be
seriously considered with-
out her backing, Weathers
said.

“Please request the funds
and help save our commu-
nities,” said fourth-genera-
tion farmer Jeremy Can-
non of Turbeville, who was
among hundreds of farm-
ers who crowded outside

Haley’s office. “There is
no revenue. We need your
help, and we need it fast.”

State Farm Bureau Presi-
dent Hamry Ott, elected
to the job Saturday, said
farms are different than
other small businesses.

“We spend money 11
months out of the year so
we can harvest one month
of the year,” said Ott, a St.
Matthews farmer and the
state House’s former Dem-
ocratic leader. “Unfortu-
nately, this year the flood
occurred right at harvest
season.”

Farm loans are coming
due Dec. 31, and the banks
will start sending out un-
paid notices in January, he
said.

“Without this federal as-
sistance, there will be fam-
ily farms foreclosed on,
and generational farmers
will find themselves with
their property sold on the
steps of the courthouse,”
Ott said.

Most of the state’s 25,000
farmers were affected, he
said.

Like other businesses,
farmers can apply for
emergency, low-interest
loans from the federal gov-
ernment. But they must
prove they can't get credit
from a bank, while also
showing they have the
cash flow to pay for a loan.
Many farmers already.
are deep in debt on fields
where equipment literally
can't “stand up,” Weathers
said. “It would sink in the
mud.”




