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6ZZ Civil War

served in the Union Navy, which had been open to
blacks long before the war. Black troops formed 166 all­
black regiments, most of which had white commanders.
Only about 100 blacks were made officers.

Blacks fought in nearly 500 CivilWar engagements,
including 39 major battles. About 35,000 black service­
men lost their lives. Altogether, 23 blacks won the
Medal of Honor, the nation's highest military award, for
heroism. A black regiment was one of the first Northern
units to march into Richmond after it fell. Lincoln then
toured the city, escorted by black cavalry.

At first, black soldiers received only about half the
pay of white soldiers and no bounties for volunteering.
In 1864, Congress granted blacks equal pay and boun­
ties. However, other types of official discrimination con­
tinued. For example, most black soldiers were allowed
to perform only noncombat duties. But some blacks
who had the opportunity to go into combat distin­
guished themselves. The bravery of blacks in the 1863
Mississippi Valley campaign surprised most Northern­
ers. But protests against the use of black troops went on.

Later in 1863, the 54th Massachusetts Volunteers-the _,,"~~;;;.;r~.-;~.:.;.;.;:.;;..;.;;;o,~-.:~~~;;;,:;:.~~~""'::~
first black troops from a free state to be organized for

Black troops fought in
nearly500 CivilWar engage­
ments.Twenty-threeblacks
won the Medal of Honor, the
highest U.S.militaryaward,
for heroism. Nearlyall black
soldiers served in the Union
Army.Theywere organized
into segregated units likethis
one.

Bettmann Archive

combat in the Union Army-stormed Fort Wagner in
Charleston Harbor. Their bravery turned the tide of
Northern public opinion to accept black troops. Lincoln
wrote that when peace came "there will be some black
men who can remember that, with silent tongue, and
clenched teeth, and steady eye, and well-poised bayo­
net, they have helped mankind on to this great consum­
mation; while, I fear, there will be some white ones, un­
able to forget that, with malignant heart, and deceitful
speech, they have strove to hinder it."

Reaction in the South. The Confederacy objected
strongly to the North's use of black soldiers. The Con­
federate government threatened to kill or enslave any
captured officers or enlisted men of black regiments.
Lincoln replied by promising to treat Confederate pris­
oners of war the same way. Neither side carried out its
threats, but the exchange of prisoners broke down
mainly over the issue of black prisoners.

The North's success in using black soldiers slowl
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The home front

The Civil War became the first war to be completely
and immediately reported in the press to the people
back home. Civilians in the North were especially well
informed of the war's progress. Northern newspapers
sent their best correspondents into the field and re­
ceived their reports by telegraph. Winslow Homer and
many other artists and illustrators produced war scenes
for such magazines as Harpers Weekly Mathew Brady,
Alexander Gardner, and other pioneer photographers
captured the horrors of the battlefield and the humanity
of the soldiers in thousands of news pictures.

The Civil War inspired a flood of patriotic songs.
Northern civilians and soldiers sang such songs as "The
Battle Cry of Freedom," "Marching Through Georgia,"
and "John Brown's Body." Early in the war, Julia Ward
Howe wrote 'The Battle Hymn of the Republic" to the
tune of "John Brown's Body." Southern soldiers marched
to war to the stirring music of "Dixie" and "The Bonnie
Blue Flag." Some Northern songs, such as 'Tentinq on
the Old Camp Ground" and "When Johnny Comes

Marching Home," also became popular in the South.
And some Southern songs-for example, the mournful
"Lorena" and "AllQuiet Along the Potomac Tonight"­
were also popular in the North.

In the North
Government and politics. After the attack on Fort

Sumter, Lincoln boldly ordered troops to put down the
rebellion, increased the size of the U.S.Army, pro­
claimed a naval blockade of the South, and spent funds.
without congressional approval. He became the first
President to assume vast powers not specifically
granted by the Constitution. He suspended the right le
known as habeas corpus in many cases in which peoP
opposed the war effort. Habeas corpus guarantee51~
person under arrest a chance to be heard in court .. s
suspension received bitter criticism. Yet many tradl- n
tional American freedoms continued to flourish, eve
though the nation was in the midst of a civil war'- e

Opposition to the war and Lincoln's policies caJll
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he election. However, Lincoln received less than
won t cent of the popular vote, almost none of which
40 perfrorn the South. Southerners feared Lincoln would
carne Iret or end savery.
restn Secession

B fore the 1860 presidential election, Southern lead­
had urged that the South secede (withdraw) from the

~son if Lincoln should win. Many Southerners favored
s;~ession as part of the idea that the states have rights
d powers which the federal government cannot le­

a~lIYdeny. The supporters of states' rights held that the
9ational government was a league of independent
~tates, any of which had the right to secede.

In December 1860, South Carolina became the first
state to secede. Five other states-Mississippi, Florida,
Alabama, Georgia, and Louisiana-followed in January
1861.In February, representatives from the six states met
in Montgomery, Ala., and established the Confederate
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States of America. They elected Jefferson Davis of Mis­
sissippi as president and Alexander H. Stephens of
Georgia as vice president. In March, Texas joined the
Confederacy. Lincoln was inaugurated two days later.

In his inaugural address, Lincoln avoided any threat of
immediate force against the South. But he stated that the
Union would last forever and that he would use the na­
tion's full power to hold federal possessions in the
South. One of the possessions, the military post of Fort
Sumter, lay in the harbor of Charleston, S.c. The Confed­
erates fired on the fort on April 12 and forced its surren­
der the next day. On April 15, Lincoln called for Union
troops to regain the fort. The South regarded the move
as a declaration of war. Virginia, Arkansas, North Caro­
lina, and Tennessee soon joined the Confederacy.

Virginia had long been undecided about which side
to join. Its decision to join the Confederacy boosted
Southern morale. Richmond, Virginia's capital, became
the capital of the Confederacy in May.

Mobilizing for war

When the CivilWar began, about 22 million people
lived in the North. About 9million people, including 3t
million slaves, lived in the South. The North had around
4 million men from 15 through 40 years old-the approx­
imate age range for combat duty. The South had only
about 1 million white men from 15 through 40.~
North began to use black sol . r .

chusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New Hamp­
shire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylva­
nia, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Wisconsin. The territo­
ries of Colorado, Dakota, Nebraska, Nevada, New
Mexico, Utah, and Washington also fought on the Union
side.

Each side included slave states that lay on either side
of the border between the North and the Deep South.
Some people in those border states supported the
North, but others believed in the Southern cause. The
heaviest fighting of the war occurred in the border
states. Border states on the Southern side were Virginia,
North Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas. However, Vir­
ginians in the western part of the state remained loyal to
the Union and formed the new state of West Virginia in
1863. Border states that stayed in the Union were Dela­
ware, Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri. But secession-

Bombardmentof FortSumter,CharlestonHarbor,a color lithograph byCurrier & tves (SCALA/ArtResourcel

e war.- Howthe states lined up
Eleven states fought for the Confederacy. They were

Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Missis­
sippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas,
and Virginia. Twenty-three states fought for the Union.
They were California, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, In­
diana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massa-

Fort Sumter, in Charleston
Harbor, was the site of the
first battle of the CivilWar.
Confederate troops under the
command of General Pierre G.
T. Beauregard attacked the
U.S.Army post on April 12,
1861. On April 14, the Union
defenders surrendered to the
rebels.


