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COLUMBIA ­ South Carolina
joined nine other states Friday in a
lawsuit over federal rules allowing
transgender students to choose the
bathrooms that correspond with their
gender identity.
The states allege that federal offi­

cials bypassed the law to hand down
regulations earlier this year that re­
move the ability of local schools to
handle the issue.
They are asking a federal judge to

issue an injunction against enforce­
ment of the new rules and guidance

and are seeking a declaration that the
rules are unlawful.
"Plaintiffs stand united behind the

constitutional principle that it is the
duty of Congress to legislate, while it
is the duty of the Executive Branch,
including its various federal agen­
cies, to administer and enforce the
laws that Congress enacts," the states
said in the suit, filed in federal court
in Nebraska. "Defendants lack au­
thority to amend those laws by exec­
utive fiat and to threaten Plaintiffs
and their subdivisions with the loss of

billions of dollars in federal education
funding if Plaintiffs continue to abide
by the laws Congress actually
passed."
Joining South Carolina in the suit

are Nebraska, Wyoming, South Dako­
ta, Ohio, North Dakota, Michigan,
Montana, Kansas, Arkansas. A dozen
other states also have sued over the
directives, which in theory could
jeopardize billions of dollars in feder­
al funding for non­complaint school
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systems.
"President Obama cannot force this

unconstitutional mandate on South Car­
olina schools by allowing Washington
bureaucrats to re­write federal law,"
South Carolina Attorney General Alan
Wilson said in a statement. "By threat­
ening to withhold hundreds of millions
of dollars in education funding from our
schools, this administration is once
again displaying a complete lack of re­
spect for the 10th Amendment, the rule
of law and a total disregard for the well­
being of our children. This cannot be
tolerated."
Additionally, Wilson said, federal

and state laws are not needed "as local
school districts are more than capable
of handling this matter in an appropri­
ate and nondiscriminatory way."
State Rep. Todd Rutherford, a Co­

lumbia attorney and leader of House
Democrats, called the lawsuit "silly."
"We never miss an opportunity to

show our bigotry," he told The Green­
ville News. "It's not enough that other
states are suing, but we have to be sure
our name is on the list as well so that
when people look for hatred they see

our name on the list. It's a silly waste of
taxpayer money."
He said the states are "missing the

fact that a lot of kids are getting bullied
because of the state insensitivity and
the administration went along way to be
sure that they were protecting chil­
dren."
"South Carolina is going out of its

way to make sure those children will be
unprotected," he said.

The 34­page lawsuit was filed in fed­
eral court in Nebraska.
The 4th Circuit Court of Appeals

based in Richmond, Va., which handles
cases originating in South Carolina and
other nearby states, has delved into the
issue this year.
A 4th Circuit panel ruled 2­1 earlier

this year that a lower court should re­
hear a Virginian student's claims that
his school's policy violates federal law.
The school board has a policy directing
transgender students to use unisex
bathrooms.
The U.S. Education Department ar­

gued in that case as well as in its guid­
ance letter to school districts in May at
issue in the lawsuit that transgender
students should be allowed to use bath­
rooms that align with their gender iden­

tities instead of being forced to use
those that correspond with their biolog­
ical gender. To do otherwise, depart­
ment officials argue, amounts to a vio­
lation of Title IX, which bans sex dis­
crimination at schools receiving feder­
al funding.
But the attorneys general from the

nine states disagree.
"Without engaging in any rulemak­

ing procedures ­and in violation of the
plain text and longstanding meaning of
Titles VII and IX ­ (the Department of
Education) issued a joint letter with the
Department of Justice on May 13, 2016,
declaring 'significant guidance,'" the
lawsuit states. "The letter confirmed
that the federal executive branch has
formalized its new definition of the
term 'sex' and threatened enforcement
action against any of the more than
100,000 elementary and secondary
schools that receive federal funding if
those schools choose to provide stu­
dents with showers, locker rooms, and
restrooms designated by biological sex,
consistent with one's genes and anato­
my."
Gov. Nikki Haley has opposed what

the federal government has done on the
issue.
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When Sen. Lee Bright, a Spartanburg
County Republican, introduced a
measure in April to require those using
public bathrooms and locker rooms to
choose the facility of their gender at
birth, Haley said publicly she had no in­
terest in such legislation, which ulti­
mately died in committee.
"As I said when North Carolina

passed its law, I don't think we need that
type of law here," Haley said in May.
"But we also don't need President Oba­
ma imposing a one­size­fits­all policy
from Washington. We have always been
proud of the fact that we handle issues
such as this one in our school districts,
and I trust South Carolinians to decide
this issue, community by community, at
the school district level."
In hearings over Bright's bill, oppo­

nents, including former state Education
Superintendent Inez Tenenbaum, ar­
gued that enacting the bill would violate

Title IX and jeopardize federal educa­
tion funding to the state.
Current State Education Superinten­

dent Molly Spearman did not challenge
May's federal directive in a statement
issued afterward.
"The South Carolina Department of

Education and school districts through­
out the state are dedicated to ensuring a
safe and respectful climate for all stu­
dents," she said in a statement. "We con­
tinue to monitor and advise schools and
districts on discriminatory issues to en­
sure compliance with Title IX and all
other federal requirements."
Obama said in May that the new di­

rective is aimed at protecting transgen­
der students from bullying.
"They are vulnerable and I think it's

part of our obligation as a society to
make sure everybody is treated fairly,
and our kids are all loved and protected,
and that their dignity is affirmed," he

told the website BuzzFeed.
A spokesman for the U.S. Depart­

ment of Education said Friday the agen­
cy had no comment on the lawsuit.
In a statement issued in May, the

agency and its office of civil rights said
the directives were aimed at address­
ing sexual violence and discrimination
in schools and college campuses.
"Our federal civil rights laws de­

mand that all students – women and
men; gay and straight; transgender or
not; citizens and foreign students – be
allowed to learn and participate in all
parts of college life without sexual as­
sault and harassment limiting their op­
portunities," said Catherine E. Lhamon,
assistant secretary for civil rights.
"The Office for Civil Rights stands
ready to enforce this core principle to
ensure all students' safety in schools."

TIM DOMINICK/THE STATE
The Trans Student Alliance at USC held a rally in April at the State House to protest the
S. 1203 bill that would ban transgender people from choosing the bathroom they use.
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ONEYEAR LATER:REMOVING THECONFEDERATE FLAG

Emails show nationwide
praise,criticismforHaley
...........................................................................................................................................

Gov.NikkiHaleyreceived more than10,000emailsandletters
aboutflag andCharlestonchurchshooting
...........................................................................................................................................

Haley'spushtotakedown divisivebannercameafter the racially
motivatedslayinginCharlestonchurch
...........................................................................................................................................

"Youarestandingnowonthe right sideof historyandon the right
sideof humanrights,"one emailsays.Otheremailsweren't sonice.
...........................................................................................................................................

BY JAMIESELF, CASSIE COPE,
BRISTOW MARCHANT
AND AVERY WILKS

jself@thestate.com,ccope@thestate.com,
bmarchant@thestate.com,
awilks@thestate.com
COLUMBIA
Praise andcriticism from

across thecountry flood­
ed S.C. Gov. Nikki Ha­
ley'sinboxlast year as

the statereeledfromthe shoot­
ingof nineparishioners inChar­
leston andgrappled with wheth­
er toremovethe Confederate
flagfrom theStatehouse
grounds.

The Lexington Republican on
Wednesday releasedmorethan
10,000 pages ofemailsand
letters relatedtothe Confeder­
ate flagand theevent that led
herto call forits removal­a
shooting at "Mother"Emanuel
AME ChurchinCharleston,
which claimed the livesof nine
African­American churchgoers.

Inthe days immediately fol­
lowing theshooting, emails
overwhelmingly urged thegov­
ernor toremovethe divisive
bannerfrom its publicperch.
Manycame fromout ofstate.
"Asawhite citizenof this

country,Iam ashamed that a
stategovernment stillflies aflag
that is hurtfultoall ofus," a
Californiawoman wrote.
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"At this timeof mourning for
those who weremurdered at
MotherEmanuel Church, to
continue toallow asymbol of
hate andpainto flyis theheight
of insensitivity,"aNewJersey
man said.
WhenHaley called for the

flag's removalfive days after the
shooting,she receivedafloodof
emailsfromConfederate flag
supporters.
A Greerman wrote,"Until

yesterday I have beenasupport­
er ofyour agenda.Now I regret
toinform youthat I will never
cast anothervote for you,or any
legislator whovotes toremove
this symbolof heritage (not
hate)."
The emails, released tore­

porters Wednesday throughan
open recordsrequest,are being
madepublic justdays before
Sunday's one­year anniversary
of theflag's furling. The corre­
spondence spans fromJune 18,
the day after thechurch shoot­
ing, toJuly 13,three days after
the Confederate flagwas re­
moved fromthe Statehouse
grounds.
The governor'soffice redact­

ed last names andcontact in­
formationfor the peoplewho
communicated withher. The
office also withheld asmall
number ofemails that contained
securitydetails or legalmemos,

her officesaid.
One email included inthe

public recordsrequest came
fromColumbia attorney Leight­
onLord,who was workingwith
ateam ofabout 10other people
tocontact businesses andprom­
inent leaders toask themtoadd
their names toafull­page news­
paperad endorsing the flag's
removal.
The teamalso asked for

money tobuy thead, and"no
onerefused," Lordsaid
Wednesday when askedabout
the list.
The teamcollected endorse­

ments frommore than50 major
businessand political playersfor
removing the flag, which they
shared with the governor.
The endorsementsincluded

former S.C.governors, current
U.S. senators andrepresenta­
tives, manufacturinggiants
Boeing, BMW, Michelin and
Milliken, the presidentsof Fur­
man, USC,Clemson, andthe
College of Charleston andva­
rious other businessandcom­
munity organizations.
The emailsreleasedWednes­

day also includean early
$1 million estimatedcost for
displayingthe Confederate flag
prepared bythe Confederate
Relic Roomdirector forlegisla­
tors. Laterestimates,which
included amajor museumreno­

vation, set the cost morethan
$5million.
Cries for the flag's removal

started almost immediately
after news broke that nineAfri­
can­American churchgoers were
shot and killed whilethey
prayed andstudiedthe Bible
together.
One ofthe victims included

the church'spastor,state Sen.
Clementa Pinckney.
Notlong after theshooting,

online picturesemerged of ac­
cused shooterDylann Roof
posing with the flagonawebsite
with racist writings that heal­
legedlywrote.
Less thanaweekafter the

shooting, Haleygathered state
officialsat the Statehouseand,
inanews conference, calledfor
the Confederate flag's removal
fromits pole neartheConfeder­
ate SoldierMonument onthe
StateHouse grounds.
A symbolof thestate's Con­

federateheritage tosome, Haley
saidthe bannerhad beenhi­
jackedand needed tobere­
moved. The S.C. Senateagreed.
By earlyJuly, after hoursof

contentious debate,the state
House deliveredthe flagafinal
blow, voting toremovethe Con­
federateflag fromthe State­
house grounds. Itwasremoved

SEEFLAG,2C
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The nationreacts
Proponentsof removingthe Confederate flagfromStatehouse
grounds, written inemails andletters toS.C.Gov.NikkiHaley

A "It isnot just oneevil man who committedoneevil actin

Charleston.It isthe culture,including guns,racism, lack of
education andall therest. Youare wrongtoavoidand denythis
reality.Start by (Reagan reference intended) 'Take down that flag,
Ms. Haley.'"–MarionfromRhodeIsland

A "THISISYOUR HURRICANE KATRINA."–ARoebuck man

A "The anger,disrespect andstalematemodels providedby our

government (especiallyin Washington)sets thetonefor breeding
hatredin our society.Pleasemove theConfederateflag toaless
prominent(in your facelocation)with theexplanationand
back­story from1961whichisnot from theCivilWar heritage, but
from courage...which Ithink you have."–Awoman fromSalley

A "WhileIhold the1st Amendment dear,thereare some symbolsthat

donot represent anything goodand decent toreasonable people."
–66­year­oldOhio manwhosaidhe wouldno longer come to
SouthCarolina

Opponentsofremoving theConfederate flag from theStatehouse
grounds

A "I hope you reconsideryour stance onthe flagissueand notlet the

politically correctcrowdhighjack theproudhistory of South
Carolina andall oftheSouth."–Clay, lifetime memberofthe Sons
ofConfederateVeterans

A "Untilyesterday I have been asupporter ofyour agenda. NowI

regret to informyou thatIwill NEVER castanother votefor you, or
any legislator whovotesto removethis symbol of heritage(not
hate)."–AGreer man

A "Thatflag representsour home."–S.C. resident, whoalso

denounced "governmentoverreach"andMittRomneyandJeb
Bush, whocalled for theflag'sremoval

A "Please let thepopulation vote."–N.C. resident

FLAG
FROMPAGE1C
fromthe capitol dome in
2000.
Before Haley'san­

nouncement,several of
the emails,angry about
the flagstillflying, in­
formed Haley ofcanceled
plansto movetoor vaca­
tion inSouthCarolina and
threatened toboycott
goods madeinthe Pal­
metto State.
Several comparedthe

Confederate bannerto the
Nazi flag.Others called
for Haley tobackgun
control measuresand not
toblame theshooting on
mental healthissues.

Somesaidthe Confed­
erate flag­andthe ves­
tigesof Confederate cul­
tureinthe South ­helped
shape Roof, whofaces the
death penalty inboth state
andfederal court.
"Isit a surprise that a

young manwho was
raisedunder this banner,
anddrives thestreets
named after Confederate
generals, shouldturn out
touphold this violentand
racist tradition?" an Illi­
noisman wrote.
"Ibelievethat theper­

ception isthat a miscreant
like DylannRoof was
created,and nurtured,in

the armsof anintolerant,
racist Southern tradition."

FLAG 'SHOULD
FLY PROUDLY'
Notall ofthe corre­

spondence Haley received
was againstthe flag.
A Floridaman saidhe

hasreadmany accounts of
the CivilWar whichhave
"struck avery deepand
emotionalchord for me.
Inmyreadings, I have
never seen evidence that
the Confederate flagrep­
resents a'hatred of
blacks,' ashas beenpro­
claimed bythe pressinthe
pasttwodays."

The flag, hesaid, "isa
symbolof historical signif­
icance andshould fly
proudlyover all thestate
capitolsthat once be­
longed tothe Confederate
Statesof America."
AGreenwoodmanwrote

insupportoftheflag,say­
ing"anysemi­reasonably
intelligentpeoplecanre­
searchthehistory,origins
andpurposeofthisem­
blemandrightfully(con­
clude)thatithadnothing
todowiththecausethey
assigntoit."

"To acquiesceto their
criesis tothrowaway the
integrityof those that died
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andfought," hesaid.

DESCENDENTSOF
CIVIL WAR SOLDIERS,
KLANSMAN WEIGHIN
A long­time memberof

the Sonsof Confederate
Veterans fromAiken
called forthe flag's re­
moval.
"It'sthe least wecan do

toshow ourrespect and
support andtodemon­
stratethat theRepublican
Party, andmost impor­
tantly,the stateof South
Carolina isnot racist," he
wrote."Unfortunately,
since theflag hasbecome
asymbol ofracism, just
take awaythe symbol, and
let'smove on."
A manwho saidheis a

grandson ofaKuKlux
Klan leader inruralAlaba­
ma,living inOregon, said
heknew "howit became a
symbolof bigotry, hatred
andoppression, andIcan
imagine howhurtful it
must seem tothe descend­
antsof slaves. ...Ibelieve
yourbrave leadershipwill
help moveSouthCarolina
andall of theSouth be­
yond the darknessof the
past."
Butdescendents of

Confederate soldiers also

criticized Haley's decision.
One whoseancestors
foughtwith the Tennessee
25th InfantryurgedHaley
tokeep the flagflying.
"Iknow that therehas

been manypeople who
would likenothing better
thanthantosee the 'Bat­
tle Flag'removed fromin
front ofthe Statehouse
grounds andare usingthis
tragic incident tohelp
their causeand tostirup
the media,"saidMark (no
last name)of IndianLand.
He added: "Ihonorthe

Confederate BattleFlag as
asymbol ofthe war that
myancestor foughtand
died forand notasymbol
ofhatred and racism."

HOSTILITIES,
POLITICAL WARNINGS
IN SOMENOTES
Other emailswarned

Haley ofthe political fal­
lout.
A NorthAugusta man

warned that removing the
flag would"destroy your
political career" and"hurt
the RepublicanParty dear­
ly. ...The Confederate
Flag had nothing todo
with what onecrazyper­
sondid."

Somecalled heratrai­
tor:"(I)sthere a connec­
tion ofraces here?Sheis
surroundedby blacks
making theannounce­
ment ­where arethe
whites?" saidamanfrom
Winston­Salem.
Several emailswere

racist andsexist innature,
criticizingHaley's Indian­
American heritage. Some
included racialslurs
against African­Amer­
icans.
Sometimesthe tone of

the emailsgrew threat­
ening.
For example, onewriter

damnedHaley tohell for
pushing for theflag's
removal.
Another calledHaley "a

pawnin theblack race's
hands" andsaidher posi­
tion wasan "all­out attack
onour Southern heritage."
The writeradded, "Ifthis
were theCivil WarEra, I
would have youexecut­
ed!"
A Seattleman, mean­

while, accusedHaley of
shiftingblame for the
shooting andsaidthe
governor is partlyrespon­
sible."You, Governor,
helpedput the shooterin

that church. You... flythat
Confederate battle flag
over the capitol. You...
promotelegislation that
puts gunsin thehands of
racists andmurderers.
You ...are responsible.
Notas responsible ashe
who pulledthe trigger."
ButHaley also received

much praise for pushing
for theflag's removal.

'ON THE RIGHT
SIDEOF HISTORY'
A Texaswoman, and

"lifelong Democrat," said
she's "walking around
sayinggreat stuffabout a
Republican governor right
now.If I were inyour
state.I'd consider voting
for you! Go,Go, Awesome
Governor!"
Mary, a65­year­old

woman fromthe townof
Cross,thanked Haley
from"the bottom of(her)
heart. ...God Bless You!
You arestanding nowon
the rightside of history
andon theright side of
human rights....(A)s a
woman,awomanof color
andawoman ofGod you
have let the light oflove
shine onall SouthCar­
olinians."
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TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

TheSouthCarolinaHighwayPatrolHonor Guardremoved theConfederateBattleFlagfromthe Statehousegroundsduringaceremony onJuly10, 2015.

SC0148 Beaufort Gazette
Page Number: 17Publication Date: 07/09/2016

Emails show nationwide praise,criticismforHaley
BY JAMIESELF, CASSIE COPE, BRISTOW MARCHANT AND AVERY WILKS

207.54 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Beaufort, SC    Circulation: 11269

Page: 5

65006-07-09_17001.pdf

County: Beaufort



Haleyorderaddresses
what she callshidden
budgetearmarks
BY SEANNA ADCOX

Associated Press
COLUMBIA

Gov. NikkiHaley ishop­
ing toforce SouthCarolina
legislators tobe moreforth­
rightabout budgetear­
marks.
TheRepublican governor

issuedan executive order
Thursdayaimed at stem­
mingso­called"pass­
throughs."That's when
legislatorssend moneyto
an agencywithout itsre­
quest,to bespent onlocal
projects.
Herorderrequires Cabi­

netagencies to verifysuch
projectsbenefit the public
andfit the agency'smission

beforefunding them. Italso
requiresan annualreport
detailing thoseearmarks.
Haley saidlast month

while issuing herbudget
vetoes that pass­throughs
are "reallystartingtobe­
come a problem."
Forexample, this year's

budget allocated$6.4 mil­
lion tothe Department of
Parks Recreationand Tou­
rism for unspecified "revi­
talizations." Legislators
overrode Haley'sline­item
veto.
The ordercoversthe 16

agencies that report toHa­
ley.
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CORRECTION
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley'soffice did notconfirm whetherit forwarded anyemails

related totheConfederate flag tostatelaw enforcement for review.Astory onpage
A1of The StateonThursday was incorrect.
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