Yasm o

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

OFFICE OF DIRECTOR
ACTION REFERRAL
TO
DIRECTOR'S USE ONLY ACTION REQUESTED
1. LOG NUMBER : .K_u_.mum..m reply for the Director's signature
; 1R . . :
)00610 DATEDUE 5 -5 -9
2. DATE SIGNED BY DIRECTOR [ 1Prepare reply for appropriate signature r
DATE DUE
[ 1FOIA
DATE DUE

[ 1 Necessary Action

e ————— e

APPROVALS APPROVE * DISAPPROVE COMMENT
(Only when prépared {Note reason for
for director's signature) disapproval and
return to
preparer.)
) ]
__ 1.
2.
tr_. . . —
4.




JOE WILSON COUNTIES:

2ND DISTRICT, mom.:._ CAROLINA AIKEN*
R A
ASSISTANT REPUBLICAN WHIP mw__.amz_,“_.wm__.rm
- 4 BEAUFORT
B— Congress of the nited States
ARMED SERVICES H % ﬁ u»»““oz
RANKING, PERSONNEL SUBCOMMITTEE $ ﬂ—‘—mw Q N Hﬂmwznmﬂm NN J
FOREIGN AFFAIRS p e
EDUCATION AND LABOR RicHLAND*

(*PARTS OF}

HOUSE POLICY

W. ERIC DELL

>Huﬁ_.“_. Nmu MOOO B m Om%O AND COUNSEL

;G
s L T
oucy
Ms. Denise M. Epps Go/mﬁi A%%A
Constituent Services 13 ) ONERS

SC Dept. of Health and Human Services

PO Box 8206 %ﬁ@ﬁwﬁﬁ@
Columbia, South Carolina 29202 ; e .
APR 2 8 2009
Re:  Mr. John Edward Quarles III

921 Swygert Rd Dapartmentor Heath & Humn Sy
Blythewood, SC 29016 OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Dear Denise,

I am writing to you on behalf of the above named constituent who has contacted
me regarding an issue involving the SC Dept. of Health and Human Services. Enclosed
is correspondence from Mr. Quarles further explaining the concerns. Your kind attention
in this matter would be greatly appreciated.

It is an honor to represent the people of the Second Congressional District, and I
value your input. Thank you for your time and concern in this and all other matters.

Please respond to the Midlands District Office at 1700 Sunset Blvd., Suite 1, West
Columbia, South Carolina 29169. The phone number is 803-939-0041. The fax number
is 803-939-0078. The e-mail address is Brad.Leake @Mail. House.Gov

Very truly yours,
JOE WILSON
Member of Congress
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t have sought assistance from the Office of Conigressman Joe Wilson on a matter that may require the
release of information maintained by your agency, and which may be prehibited from dissemination under the
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Leake, Brad

From: ‘'Wallace, Butch

Sent:  Tuesday, April 21, 2009 4:59 PM
To: Leake, Brad

Subject: FW: Issue in South Carolina

Brad, touch base with gocd people thanks BW

From: Merritt, Brenda Ka2 [mailto:BMerritt@unum.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2009 3:20 PM

To: Wallace, Butch

Subject: Issue in South Carolina

First it was such a pleasure meeting you and Congressman Wilson at Colonial Life and that you
were both receptive to hearing my concern.

I have a thirteen year old son named Trey (John Edward Quarles III) who has AD/HD and Bipolar
II. Trey has been in the Three Rivers Behavioral Health Hospital four times since December 26,
2008 with his last his last date of release of April 3, 2009. For the most part our private insurance
has paid for Trey's mental health care and counseling sessions however we are in a quandary on
how to get him the residential treatment he needs in order to be a productive and functional
person in society. If we do not get him the help he needs he may or may not be able to function
later in life.

We have used our own means and private insurance to help our son however our private insurance
will not help pay for residential treatment nor do we have the funds to pay for this treatment. We
have applied for TEFRA Medicaid and for the Continuum of Care program, however, my
understanding from the personnel that run thé pragrams is the process is very long and there are
long waiting lists. I have called the Department of Mental Health, the Department of Social
Services seeking help and or direction and have been given adyice such as you can sell your house
to pay for treatment, 1 can deem my son incorrigible and turri him over to the state or turn him
over to DJJ and then he will receive the treatment he needs.

I am very heart broken as none of these options are what my son needs. I am not asking for the
state to handle things for me nor am I asking the state to pay for all the services he needs. I am
asking for help to my help my son and am not finding anyone who can provide an answer to me.

Congressman Wilson has been and I feel always will be supportive to the needs of mental health
issues. I appreciate your time and attention to this issue and look forward to hearing from you in
the near future.

Sincerely,

Brenda Kae Merritt, 921 Swygert Road, Blythewood, SC 29016
(803) 735-0538

Brenda Kae Merritt

4/22/2009



-

Issue in South Carolina

Information Specialist II, Facilities Management
Unum

1200 Colonial Life Boulevard

SC 101
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(803) 213-2569 Office

(803) 665-2330 Cell
(803) 213-2341 Facsimile

4/22/2009

Page 2 of 2



m\e@ #%QE

State of South Caroling
Repartment of Health mnd Human Services

Mark Sanford Emma Forkner
Govemor Director

April 5, 2009

The Honorable Joe Wilson

United States House of Representatives
Midiands District Office

1700 Sunset Boulevard, Suite 1

West Columbia, South Carolina 29169

Dear Congressman Wilson:

Thank you for contacting our agency on behalf of Brenda Merritt regarding
Medicaid eligibility and the healthcare needs of her son, John E. Quarles Il
(Trey).

A member of my staff has been in direct contact with Ms. Merritt regarding the
application process for the Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Act (TEFRA)
program. We will continue to monitor Trey's TEFRA application closely and will
notify Ms. Merritt once a decision is made.

We also provided Ms. Merritt with contact information for the Continuum of
Care’s Selection Coordinator so that she may inquire about the status of Trey's
application with their agency.

Thank you for your continued interest and support of the South Carolina
Medicaid program. If | may be of further assistance on this or any other matter,
please let me know.

Sincerely,

Emma Forkner
Director

EF/jcl



State of South Carolina
Bepartment of Health and Humun Serfices

Mark Sanford Emma Forkner
Governor Director

May 4, 2009

Ms. Brenda Merritt
921 Swygert Road
Blythewood, South Carolina 29016

Dear Ms. Merritt:

Congressman Joe Wilson contacted our agency on your behalf regarding your concerns about
Medicaid eligibility and the residential treatment needs of your son, John E Quarles lll (Trey).

You applied for the Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Act (TEFRA) program for Trey on
March 31, 2009. We are currently reviewing Trey's application to determine his eligibility. We
will process his application as quickly as possible, and notify you once a decision has been
made. In the meantime, if you have any questions about the process, please contact his
eligibility worker, Monica Williams, at (803) 898-8084 and she will be happy to assist you.

Your letter mentions that you are seeking placement in a residential care facility for Trey. Once
Trey resides in a facility for 30 days, he would be considered an individual for Medicaid eligibility
purposes and may qualify for Medicaid through the Partners for Healthy Children program since
we would not count your income in our determination at that time.

We contacted the Continuum of Care on your behalf and were told that your completed
application was received on April 24, 2009 and is currently being reviewed to determine if Trey
meets their eligibility guidelines. If he is determined eligible, he will then be placed on the
waiting list for placement. To inquire further about the status of Trey's application with the
Continuum of Care, please contact the Selection Coordinator, Tamicka Jackson, at (803) 737-
4498 or her supervisor, Brooks Hanson, at (803) 737-1607.

If you have additional questions about the Medicaid program, please contact Jennifer Lynch in
Constituent Services at (803) 898-3965. We hope this information proves helpful.

Sincerely,

Alicia Jacobs
Deputy Director “-
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