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Deferred Compensation Plans 
Several optional deferred compensation plans are available to State employees and employers of its political 
subdivisions.  Certain employees of Coastal Carolina University have elected to participate.  The multiple-
employer plans, created under Internal Revenue Code Sections 457, 401(k), and 403(b), are administered by 
third parties and are not included in the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report of the State of South Carolina. 
Compensation deferred under the plans is placed in trust for the contributing employee.  The State has no 
liability for losses under the plans.  Employees may withdraw the current value of their contributions when they 
terminate State employment.  Employees may also withdraw contributions prior to termination if they meet 
requirements specified by the applicable plan. 
 
Teacher and Employee Retention Incentive 
Effective January 1, 2001, Section 9-1-2210 of the South Carolina Code of Laws allows employees eligible for 
service retirement to participate in the Teacher and Employee Retention Incentive (TERI) Program.  TERI 
participants may retire and begin accumulating retirement benefits on a deferred basis without terminating 
employment for up to five years.  Upon termination of employment or at the end of the TERI period, whichever 
is earlier, participants will begin receiving monthly service retirement benefits which will include any cost of 
living adjustments granted during the TERI period.  Because participants are considered retired during the TERI 
period, they do not make SCRS contributions, do not earn service credit, and are ineligible to receive group life 
insurance benefits or disability retirement benefits. 
 
 
NOTE 13—POST-EMPLOYMENT AND OTHER EMPLOYEE BENEFITS  
In accordance with the South Carolina Code of Laws and the annual Appropriation Act, the State of South 
Carolina provides certain health care, dental, and life insurance benefits to certain active and retired State 
employees and certain surviving dependents of retirees.  All permanent full-time and certain permanent part-
time employees of Coastal Carolina University are eligible to receive these benefits.  The State provides post-
employment health and dental benefits to employees who retire from State service or who terminated with at 
least 20 years of State service who meet one or more of the eligibility requirements, such as age, length of 
service, and hire date.  Generally those who retire must have at least 10 years of retirement service credit to 
qualify for these State-funded benefits.  Benefits are effective at date of retirement when the employee is 
eligible for retirement benefits.  
 
These benefits are provided through annual appropriations by the General Assembly to Coastal Carolina 
University for its active employees and to the State Budget and Control Board for all participating State retirees 
except the portions funded through the pension surcharge and provided from other applicable fund sources of 
the University for its active employees who are not funded by State General Fund appropriations.  The State 
finances health and dental plan benefits on a pay-as-you-go basis.  
 
Coastal Carolina University recorded compensation and benefit expenses for these insurance benefits for active 
employees in the amount of $2,315,581 for the year ended June 30, 2004.  As discussed in Note 12, the 
University paid $972,104 applicable to the 3.30 percent surcharge included with the employer contributions for 
retirement benefits. These amounts were remitted to the South Carolina Retirement Systems for distribution to 
the Office of Insurance Services for retiree health and dental insurance benefits. 
 
Information regarding the cost of insurance benefits applicable to Coastal Carolina University retirees is not 
available.  By State law, the University has no liability for retirement benefits.  Accordingly, the cost of 
providing these benefits for retirees is not included in the accompanying financial statements. 
 
In addition, the State General Assembly periodically directs the Retirement Systems to pay supplemental (cost 
of living) increases to retirees.  Such increases are primarily funded from Systems' earnings; however, a portion 
of the required amount is appropriated from the State General Fund annually for the SCRS and PORS benefits. 




