
'SETTHE RECORD STRAIGHT'

No apologiesfrom
3 Rec Commission
board members
Memberstargetedby Gov. Haleydefend themselves,
saynews media's falsereports have madethings worse
BY JOHNMONK
jmonk@thestate.com
The three RichlandCounty

Recreation Commission
memberswho chosenot to
resignbut to fightGov.Nikki
Haley'sdecision tofirethem
had noapologieswhen they
showedupWednesday at a
hearingcalled bythe gover­
nortogive themachance to
say whythey shouldn't be
firedfor grossmismanage­
ment andneglectof duty.
Duringan almost three­

hoursession atthe House of
Representatives'Blatt Build­
ing, thethree board members
–chair J.Marie Green,vice­
chair BarbaraMickens and
Thomas Clark –offered spir­
iteddefenses andnoexcuses.

And they saidnewsmedia
reports abouttheir commis­
sionwere false, inflammatory
andmade matters worse.
Inrecentdays, fourboard

members –WestonFurgess
Jr., WilbertLewis, George
Martin andJoseph Weeks–
chosetoresign rather thanto
contest Haley'sdecisionto
removethem fromoffice.
The hearingwas conducted

bythree Haley­appointed
lawyers with experiencein
labor andbusinesslaw: Tom­
myLydon, Derrick Williams,
both ofColumbia,and Ash­
ley Cuttinoof Greenville.
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Haley asked themtolisten
tothe commissionersand
make arecommendation
aboutwhether thethree
should beremoved from
office.

Green,Mickens and
Clark each gavean open­
ingstatement andthen
were questionedbythe
hearingofficers.
"I'mhere todayto tryto

set the recordstraight

based onfactsand noton
anarrative being ad­
vanced toattack mygood
name,"Green said.She
told thehearingofficers a
conspiracywas being

promulgatedby former
commissionemployees
who aresuing the com­
mission.
At90 minutes, Green,

who hasbeen onthe
board since 2002,spoke
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longest andanswered
numerous questions from
the hearingofficersand
told themhow raceplayed
into controversies that
enveloped the recreation
commission.
"They didnot likemeas

aperson, andthey did not
like African­Americans,"
shesaid, describingone
attempt bypoliticaloppo­
nents tooust heras com­
missionchair.
Mickens, whohasbeen

onthe commissionsince
2008,told thehearing
officersshe wassaddened
byfalse allegations,add­
ing, "I'mhere toclearmy
good name."
Charges againstthe

commissioners involve
numerous allegations of
mismanagement,ignoring
nepotism andemployee
complaintsaboutsexual
harassment at thecom­
missionthat led toahos­

tile work environmentfor
many ofitsemployees,
accordingtoallegations in
legal documents.
Earlierthis year,the

commissioners'longtime
executive director,James
A. BrownIII, was indicted
byaRichlandCounty
grand juryonchargesof
misconductinoffice. The
indictment allegedapat­
tern ofsexualharassment
of employeeswho worked
for him.
One complaintagainst

the commissionerswas
that they had givenBrown
ahuge raise,making his
salary $151,800,at atime
when they knew aboutbut
chosetoignore that he
was thesubject ofnumer­
oussexualharassment
complaints.
Hearing officerWil­

liamsasked Green about
another complaint–that
numerous familymem­

bers oftop peopleat the
commissionworked there.
Telling Green that Brown
had ason, abrother and
fournieces workingat the
Recreation Commission,
heasked, "Did anyonesee
anyproblem withthat?"
"Noone,"replied

Green. "Nooneeven
suggestedanything about
it."
Green alsosaidthere

was nothingwrongabout
her havingfour members
of herfamilyemployedat
the commission."They
had theright towork,just
like anybodyelse hasthe
righttowork."
Under statelaw,law­

makerswho represent
Richland Countyat the
StateHouse recommend
appointments tothe Rec­
reation Commission
board, andthe governor
makes the formalappoint­
ment. A majority ofthe

Richland legislativedele­
gation inOctoberasked
Haley toremoveall but
Lewis andClark from
office.
Clark,appointed tothe

board inFebruary, saidhe
respected thegovernor's
authority tofire theentire
board, but asked herto
note that heis arecent
appointeeand wasnot
involved innearlyall the
controversies. Withhis
long backgroundinyouth
sports andactivities, he
said, hehasalottooffer
as aboard member.
AfterWednesday's

session, Haley's hearing
officerssaidthey will
make recommendations to
the governor,who will
make the finaldecision on
whether theremaining
board members should
stayor go.
Theyhad notimetable

for adecision.
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ETV president
to step down
The presidentof SC ETV and

SC Public Radiois stepping
down after seven yearson the
job. Linda O'Bryonwill leave
her postnext fall.
FromStaff and WireReports

The presidentand CEO ofS.C.
ETV andSC PublicRadio an­
nouncedplans tostepdown after
seven years onthe job.
Linda O'Bryontold the S.C.

ETV Commission shewill leave
herpost next fall, accordingtoa
Wednesday newsrelease.
"It hasbeen mygreathonorto

serve thecitizens ofSouth Car­
olinathrough headinguponeof
the nation'sleading statenet­
works,"O'Bryon saidinastate­
ment. "Iam leavingat a time
when ETV hasre­ignitedproduc­
tion oflocaland nationalpro­
gramming withsupport fromdo­
nors andunderwriters. Atthe
sametime, wehave seen renewed
support fromthe GeneralAssem­

blytoshore up aninfrastructure
that is ahuge andimportantback­
bone for digitaleducation inthe
schools,emergencycommuni­
cationsand transparency."
O'Bryon started hercareeras a

newsreporter, andshehas worked
at alllevels ofbroadcasting for 45
years,with 40of those inpublic
media.
Hertenure at ETV includeda

2011movetostate­of­the­art
facilitiesin theETV Telecommu­
nications Center,nearWilliams­
BriceStadium, as wellas the
launch ofanumberof national
andlocal programseries/specials.
Butthere also were budgetcuts, as
well aschanges intheway the
organization is fundedunder

Gov.Nikki Haley.
A Washington,D.C., native,

O'Bryon graduatedfromthe
University ofMiami with amajor
injournalismand minorineco­
nomics.She wasthe founding
executive editor ofNightly Busi­
nessReport. Theshow debuted in
1979,when the countrywas strick­
en byoil shortagesand longgas
linesand thenetwork anchorstold
viewers whetherthe stock market
was upor down. Theeconomy
was onmost people's minds,
much asit is today.
"There wasnootherbusiness

newsat that time,"she previously
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O'BRYON
said."There wasno
CNBC.Therewas nodaily
businessnews."O'Bryon
co­anchored theprogram
dailyfor morethan ade­
cade.
In2010,she cameto

ETV fromSanFrancisco,
where thethen­61­year­
oldwas achief content
officerat KQED/Northern
California PublicBroad­
casting.
"LindaO'Bryon came to

ETV when theagency was
most inneedof the
strong, steadyleadership
sheimmediately provid­
ed,"saidBrent Nelsen,
who chairstheETV Com­
mission."Over the last six
years shehas succeeded in
making theorganization a
more nimble,entrepre­
neurial andcustomer­
orientedorganization.
Ms. O'Bryon hasleft a

deepand lasting markon
ETV tothe benefit ofall
South Carolinians."
A committeeof ETV

commissioners andETV
Endowment Boardmem­
bers willoversee a search
process for asuccessor,
Nelsensaid, adding
O'Bryon will helpwith the
process toensure a
smooth transition.
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GERRY MELENDEZ Gerry Melendez

LindaO'Bryontook over as
president of ETVwhen the
state­fundedcompany suffered
from budget and personnelcuts.
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Haley: $64 million for
Matthew damage

Gov. Nikki Haley plans to
seek about $64 million in
next year's budget to cover
damage from Hurricane
Matthew not covered by
federal emergency aid. The
governor's office released
estimates Wednesday that
found the state has to pay
about $33.5 million for items
such as debris removal,
damage to public buildings
and infrastructure, as well
as evacuations along the
coast. The estimates find
the state is also on the hook
for $30.4 million to cover
damage to roads not cov­
ered by federal aid.

­AP
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On Democrats – and playing the Nazi card
LARRY ELDER
COLUMNIST

Rep. Keith Ellison, D­Minn., the
odds­on favorite to become the
Democratic National Committee's

chairman, had a long association with
the anti­Semitic Nation of Islam. He
compared then­President George W.
Bush and 9/11 to Adolf Hitler and the
destruction of the Reichstag, the Ger­
man parliament building: "9/11 is the
juggernaut in American history and it
allows ... it's almost like, you know, the
Reichstag fire," Ellison said. "After the
Reichstag was burned, they blamed the
Communists for it, and it put the leader
of that country (Hitler) in a position
where he could basically have author­
ity to do whatever he wanted."

Comparing Republicans to Nazis has
long been a national pastime of the
Democratic Party.

During the 1964 Goldwater/Johnson
presidential race, Republican presi­
dential candidate Barry Goldwater
accepted an invitation to visit an Amer­
ican military installation located in
Bavaria, Germany. On "CBS Evening
News," hosted by Walter Cronkite,
correspondent Daniel Schorr said: "It is
now clear that Sen. Goldwater's in­
terview with Der Spiegel, with its hard
line appealing to right­wing elements in
Germany, was only the start of a move
to link up with his opposite numbers in
Germany." The reaction shot ­ when
the cameras returned to Cronkite ­
showed the "most trusted man in Amer­
ica" gravely shaking his head. When
Goldwater accepted the Republican
nomination, Democratic California
Gov. Pat Brown said, "The stench of
fascism is in the air."

About Ronald Reagan, Steven F.
Hayward, author of "The Age Of Rea­
gan" wrote: "Liberals hated Reagan in
the 1980s. Pure and simple. They used
language that would make the most
fervid anti­Obama rhetoric of the Tea

Party seem like, well, a tea party. Dem­
ocratic Rep. William Clay of Missouri
charged that Reagan was 'trying to
replace the Bill of Rights with fascist
precepts lifted verbatim from Mein
Kampf.'"
After Republicans took control of

the House in the mid­'90s, Rep. John
Dingell, D­Mich., compared the newly
conservative­controlled House to "the
Duma and the Reichstag," referring to
the legislature set up by Czar Nicholas
II of Russia and the parliament of the
German Weimar Republic that brought
Hitler to power.

About President George W. Bush,
billionaire Democratic contributor
George Soros said, "(He displays the)
supremacist ideology of Nazi Germa­
ny," and that his administration used
rhetoric that echoes his childhood in
occupied Hungary. "When I hear Bush
say, 'You're either with us or against
us,' " Soros said, "it reminds me of the
Germans." He also said: "The (George
W.) Bush administration and the Nazi
and communist regimes all engaged in
the politics of fear. ... Indeed, the Bush
administration has been able to im­
prove on the techniques used by the
Nazi and communist propaganda ma­
chines."

Former Vice President Al Gore said:
"(George W. Bush's) executive branch
has made it a practice to try and con­
trol and intimidate news organizations,
from PBS to CBS to Newsweek. ... And
every day, they unleash squadrons of
digital brown shirts to harass and hec­
tor any journalist who is critical of the
President."
Actor/singer and activist Harry

Belafonte, who marched with Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr., called Bush a rac­
ist. When asked whether the number
and prominence of blacks in the Bush
administration perhaps suggested a

lack of racism, Belafonte said, "Hitler
had a lot of Jews high up in the hier­
archy of the Third Reich."

NAACP Chairman Julian Bond
played the Nazi card several times.
Speaking at historically black Fayette­
ville State University in North Carolina
in 2006, Bond said, "The Republican
Party would have the American flag
and the swastika flying side by side."

Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker, who

dared to rein in excessive public em­
ployee compensation packages, re­
ceived the full Nazi treatment. The
hard­left blog Libcom.org posted in
2011: "Scott Walker is a fascist, perhaps
not in the classical sense since he
doesn't operate in the streets, but a
fascist nonetheless. ... He is a fascist,
for his program takes immediate and
direct aim at (a sector of) the working
class."

After the 2012 Republican National
Convention, California Democratic
Party Chairman John Burton said, "(Re­
publicans) lie, and they don't care if
people think they lie. As long as you lie,
(Nazi propaganda minister) Joseph
Goebbels ­ the big lie ­ you keep re­
peating it."

The chairman of the South Carolina
Democratic Party, Dick Harpootlian, in
2012, compared the state's Republican
governor to Hitler's mistress. When told
that the Republicans were holding a
competing press conference at a
NASCAR Hall of Fame basement studio,
Harpootlian told the South Carolina
delegation: "(Gov. Nikki Haley) was
down in the bunker, a la Eva Braun."
If not the Nazi card, it's the race card

or the sexist card or the homophobic
card. This "I'm right; you're evil" brand
of politics has a lot to do with why vot­
ers elected Donald Trump, rather than
Hillary "basket of deplorables" Clinton,
to serve as our next president.
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Horry, Georgetownlegislators
full speedahead on gas tax
BY CHLOE JOHNSON

cjohnson@thesunnews.com
Statelegislatorsrepre­

sentingHorryandGeorge­
towncountiessignaledroad
andbridgeworkastheirtop
prioritiesinapanelTuesday.
Statesenators and repre­

sentatives at theevent, orga­
nized bythe MyrtleBeach
Area Chamber ofCom­
merce,indicated support for
agas taxtopermanently
fund transportation infra­
structureimprovements.
SouthCarolina hasthe sec­
ond­lowestgas taxinthe
country.
StateRep. AlanClem­

mons,R­Myrtle Beach,said
hehad supported an effort
inthelast legislative ses­
sion, whichwas unsuccess­
ful,toenact arise inthe tax.
"Iwill likelyvotefor it

again,"Clemmonssaid."I
believeweneed tohavea
sustainablemechanism by

whichwe cansupport our
roadsand bridges."
All theattending law­

makerssignaled supportfor
themeasure,including S.C.
Sens.LukeRankin, R,Ron­
nieSaab,D, andStephen
Golfinch,R; andS.C. Reps.
GregDuckworth, R, Lee
Hewitt,R, Jeff Johnson, R
and Russell Fry,R.
Johnsonsaidhewasin

favorofacredittostateresi­
dentstoreducetheburdenof
thetax,andDuckworthsaid
hecouldbeinfavorofsome
oftheproceedssupporting
masstransit.
Some also bemoaned

recentenvironmentalist
backlash toprojectslike
International Drive.
"I really,really,really am

perturbed withwhat's going
on lately with,let'scall
them 'environmentalzea­

lots,' stoppingvery neces­
sary infrastructure projects,"
Goldfinch said."There'sno
reason whyoneperson can
writealetter, essentially,
pay their filingfeeand stop
a$100million road project.
It's justnot right."
Clemmons saidhehopes

activeenvironmental groups
would becooperativeas new
projects, likeInterstate 73,
come online. Thatroadway
would runfrom Interstate
95to Myrtle Beach.
Clemmons wasoptimistic

aboutthe interstatehowev­
er,and saidlawmakersare
pushing for federal funding.
Legislators also saidnew

leadershipat the topof state
government,with Repub­
lican Gov.NikkiHaley leav­
ingfor aspot inthe adminis­
trationofPresident­Elect
DonaldTrump,couldmean

somelegislation would en­
counterless resistancein
Columbia.
Haley vetoedmultiple

billslast legislativesession,
includingonethatwould
haverequiredmopeddrivers
towearhelmets andreflec­
tive vests,onethat granted
$40 million inaid tofarm­
ersand anotherthat allowed
municipalitieslike Myrtle
Beach toextendasales tax
slatedfor tourismadvertis­
ingwithout areferendum.
Statelawmakerslater over­
rodethe farmaid cuts and
thesales taxveto.
Rankin,who hasclashed

with thestate's top elected
official severaltimes,said,
"Iam looking mostforward
toGov.Haley becomingUN
Ambassador."

ChloeJohnson:
843­626­0381,@_ChloeAJ
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McMaster getsadded security detailathis home
Inasignof his impending

elevationto governor, a Bureau
of Protective Servicesteam has
set upin hisfrontyard.

BY BRISTOWMARCHANT

bmarchant@thestate.com

Henry McMasterhasnot yet
madeanypublic commenton
his moveintothe Governor's
Mansion, but partof theman­
sionalready hascome tohim.
The lieutenant governor's

privateresidencenow hasa
securitydetailfrom thestate
Bureauof ProtectiveServices,
theagency that normallypro­
videssecurityfor the governor.
Anemergency communi­

cationstrailerhas beenset upin

themedian of Columbia'sSen­
ate Street,outsideMcMaster's
home.AProtectiveServicescar
couldbeseen parked nearby
Tuesday.
McMasterwill assumethe

state's highestoffice if Gov.
NikkiHaley is confirmed asthe
new U.S.ambassador tothe
UnitedNations, followingher
nominationbyPresident­elect
DonaldTrump.

McMasterandHaley met last
weektoplanthe transition be­
tweentheir twooffices, accord­
ing toanewsrelease Tuesday
fromthelieutenant governor's
office.
McMasteralso hasnamed

two Columbia­areabusiness­
men, EdMcMullen andBill
Stern, tolead histransition.
McMullen is aformer exec­

utiveat the conservativeHeri­
tage Foundationand the S.C.

Policy Councilwho recently
chaired Trump'sS.C. presi­
dential campaign. Stern,ade­
veloper, is chairman emeritus
and acurrent board memberof
the S.C. PortsAuthority.
While the transition couldbe

monthsaway, the state's securi­
ty agencies alreadyare treating
South Carolina'ssecond­in­
command asan incomingchief
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MCMASTER
executive.
"This wouldbe the

sameprotocol that weuse
for the governor­elect
duringthe transition fol­
lowing an election,"said
Sherri Iacobelli, communi­
cationsdirector for the
S.C. Departmentof Public
Safety, whichincludes the
Bureauof ProtectiveSer­
vices.
ProtectiveServices will

provide securityfor the
next governor'shome
before McMastermoves
into theGovernor's Man­
sion. McMasteralso has
been providedwith aState
Law Enforcement Divi­
sion­led securitydetail,
which also includesoffi­
cersfrom PublicSafety
and theDepartmentof
Natural Resources,for his
personal security.
Thereare othersigns

McMaster ismoving into
the governor'srole.

McMaster willfill infor
Haley as thechair of Fri­
day's meetingofthe S.C.
Military BaseTaskForce,
which bringstogether the
governor with the com­
manding officersof the
state's military bases.
Public Safetyofficials

did notprovide a cost
associatedwith the extra
securityTuesday, al­
thoughIacobelli saidit
was "within thenormal
scope ofour duties and
would bedone with any
transfer ofpower."
"The costwould be

absorbed into ourday­to­
daybudget andoperating
expenses,"she said.
SLED spokesmanThom

Berrydeclined tocitea
cost difference between
the protectionMcMaster
would receiveas anin­
coming governor andthe
securityservice healready
receivesas lieutenant

governor. He cited the
agency'spolicy of not
disclosing anyspecifics
pertaining tosecurity
operations.

Bristow Marchant:
803­771­8405,
@BristowatHome,
@BuzzAtTheState
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AsLt.Gov.
Henry
McMaster
prepares
to move
into the
governor's
office,
Protective
Services
has setup
apostin
front ofhis
home.
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AmbassadorHaley?
Whatajoke
Aftertrashingeveryoneand

everything,inthemostdis­
gustingterms,forthepast

year,DonaldTrumphassud­
denlyturnedintoasweetheart
wholoveseverythingand
everyone,includingseveral
peoplewhoareunqualifiedfor
majorpositionsinhisadmin­
istration.NikkiHaleywould
beoneofthose.
I'dsuggestthattheMarine

Bandforgetabout"Hailtothe
Chief,"andstartworkingon
"SendintheClowns."

–DavidSennema
WestColumbia
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In our view
Hoping for many

'great days' as Haley
heads to U.N.

United States president­elect Donald Trump's
appointment of South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley as
ambassador to the United Nations was, in spite of all
the speculation leading up to the announcement, a
shock to many. The Republican governor has, after all,
been a very outspoken critic of the president­elect, dat­
ing all the way back to the state's presidential primary
elections when she backed former candidate Marco
Rubio. Whether this is an attempt by the future presi­
dent to heal rifts in his own political party or, as some
speculate, a more concerted effort to keep a political
enemy close, we can't say and, in the end, it will not
matter. We wish Gov. Haley luck because she is going
to need it and our nation, in turn, needs for her to suc­
ceed.
No doubt, part of the reservations people have with

the appointment – apart from the obvious political his­
tory between the proposed new ambassador and her
new boss – is Haley's lack of experience as a diplomat.
It should not be overlooked because, let's face facts,
representing the United States in the United Nations is
a far cry from serving in the State House and being a

governor. We simply don't know what knowledge Gov.
Haley has of global geopolitics and how it will serve
her in her new role. But we also should not dismiss
outright her background as the daughter of immi­
grants, as the wife of a soldier who has served over­
seas and as a governor who has traveled abroad numer­
ous times to negotiate business opportunities for South
Carolina. How well those experiences will help her as
U.N. ambassador is anyone's guess but it is something
to work with at least.
There are also going to be critics of the governor

who suppose that she is only accepting the ambas­
sador's position to further her own political ambitions.
Well, how is that different from any other political fig­
ure being considered for a cabinet position in any
administration? It is irrelevant. Our focus instead
should be on whether she is the right person for the
job and is able to represent our country's interests on
the global stage.
For now, we will give Gov. Haley the benefit of a

doubt and hope she has an amazing career in diploma­
cy and international statesmanship. That would be a
great day in the United States.
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ANALYSIS

U.N. post a natural
for Gov. Haleystep

BY ROBERT COSTA

The Washington Post

South Carolina Gov. Nikki

Haley's journey to the United
Nations has struck members of

both parties as unlikely: the ap­
pointment of a Republican with
limited foreign policy experience
to a Cabinet­level post.
But through the prism of a

career bursting with political
diplomacy and ambition, it is a
natural next step.

Haley, 44, whom President­
elect Donald Trump announced
last week as his nominee for U.S.
ambassador to the United Na­

tions, has long shuttled between
her party's mainstream and its
conservative base, maintaining
ties to each wing even as she
resists being labeled as "tea
party" or "establishment."
And the daughter of Indian

immigrants has consistently
asserted herself as a voice for
both the Republican future and
its past traditions.

These contradictory signals
and blended alliances have made
her an ascendant force as well as

occasionally in­

scrutable. She is at
once a favorite of
the business elite

and Mitt Romney
and a populist­
sounding, Sarah
Palin­endorsed
Southern exec­
utive.

Haley's ability to translate
those relationship skills and

savvy to the U.N. will almost
certainly be crucial in her success
­ or failure ­ in navigating the
swirling spheres of influence at
Turtle Bay.
Not only will she need to ex­

plain Trump and his brash for­
eign policy to the world, but she
will be tasked with keeping her
place within the president­elect's
at times chaotic orbit and within

a Republican Party that has
cracks across it.

Such a job demands studied
knowledge of global politics and
statecraft. It also demands nu­
ance and steadiness amid tumult

and criticism, which is where
Haley's experience is telling.
Her political profile so far is

defined more by her steady re­
sponses to crisis and competing

pressures than by a particular
ideology.
After the killing of nine black

churchgoers in Charleston last
year, Haley made headlines for
her calm and poise in the

following days and spoke out
against hate and racism. She
called for the removal of the

Confederate battle flag from the
grounds of the state capital and
said that such symbols cause
"hurt and pain" even if historic.
On race, Haley said in a sub­

sequent remarks at the National
Press Club that "black lives do
matter" called her own party
"shameful" in its outreach to
minority groups.
Before and after that tragedy,

she was championed by party
officials as a welcome and
diverse face.

Yet she rarely if ever challeng­
es the deeply conservative policy
doctrines that have dominated
the GOP for decades.

Her relationship with Trump
is an example of how she can
shrug off lingering conflicts and
calmly assert a new reality when
necessary.

SEE HALEY, 2C
FROM PAGE 1C

HALEY
Earlier this year, as

Haley delivered the
Republican response to
President Barack Obama's
State of the Union, she
warned viewers against the
"siren call of the angriest
voices," which was widely
seen as an indirect shot at

Trump, and she later
endorsed a Trump rival,
Sen. Marco Rubio, R­Fla,
Trump called her

"weak" on immigration.
"1 feel very strong about

illegal immigration," he
told Fox News at the time.
"She doesn't."
To have all of these

paths lead to the U.N.
seems both odd and oddly
understandable.

Having already been
elected twice as governor,
serving alongside Trump
offers Haley an opportunity
to gain credibility as a
global leader without being
cast as a "globalist" or
establishment Republican
since she will be linked

with Trump, who was
elevated by the GOP's
grass­roots activists.
Haley is also positioned

for a future run for national
office or an elevation to

secretary of state or anoth­
er Cabinet position in the
coming years, should there
be a shake­up.
When Trump roiled the

GOP primaries, Haley was
trusted by party leaders
and encouraged to speak
out against his style of

politics but she did so while
rarely mentioning his
name. It was a messy jum­
ble of gestures, mostly
subtle and confusing.
"Some people think that

you have to be the loudest
voice in the room to make

a difference," Haley said.
"That is just not true.
Often, the best thing we
can do is turn down the
volume."
You might call it diplo­

matic.
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Haley

Earlier this year, as
Haley delivered the
Republican response to
President Barack Obama's
State of the Union, she
warned viewers against the
"siren call of the angriest
voices," which was widely
seen as an indirect shot at
Trump, and she later
endorsed a Trump rival,
Sen. Marco Rubio, R­Fla,
Trump called her

"weak" on immigration.
"1 feel very strong about

illegal immigration," he
told Fox News at the time.
"She doesn't."
To have all of these

paths lead to the U.N.
seems both odd and oddly
understandable.
Having already been

elected twice as governor,
serving alongside Trump
offers Haley an opportunity
to gain credibility as a
global leader without being
cast as a "globalist" or
establishment Republican

since she will be linked
with Trump, who was
elevated by the GOP's
grass­roots activists.
Haley is also positioned

for a future run for national
office or an elevation to

secretary of state or anoth­
er Cabinet position in the
coming years, should there
be a shake­up.
When Trump roiled the

GOP primaries, Haley was
trusted by party leaders
and encouraged to speak
out against his style of

politics but she did so while
rarely mentioning his
name. It was a messy jum­
ble of gestures, mostly
subtle and confusing.
"Some people think that

you have to be the loudest
voice in the room to make

a difference," Haley said.
"That is just not true.
Often, the best thing we
can do is turn down the
volume."
You might call it diplo­

matic.
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S.C. STATE SENATE

Senate leader:'No
ambition' to become
lieutenant governor
BY CASSIECOPE
ccope@thestate.com

StateSenate leader
HughLeatherman
hasno interestin
becominglieuten­

antgovernor, hesaidina
statement Monday.
If Gov.NikkiHaley is

confirmed bythe U.S.
Senateto becomeU.S.
ambassador totheUnited
Nations,Lt. Gov.Henry
McMasterwill rise tothe
governor'soffice. That
would leavevacant the
lieutenant governor'sseat.
Historically,vacancies in
that post beenfilled by the
Senatepresident protem­
pore, aposition nowheld
byLeatherman.
Buta2014 constitu­

tional amendmenthas
somesaying that aGov.
McMastercould appoint
another SouthCarolinian
tothe lieutenantgover­
nor's post.
Fornow, whowould

replace McMasteris un­
clear.
Leatherman, whochairs

the Senate's budget­writ­
ingpanel andas president
protempore makes sever­
alsignificant appoint­
mentstostateboards and
commissions, saidMon­
dayhedoes notwant to
becomelieutenant gover­
nor, afigurehead position
that holdslittle power.
"Iwould like tomake it

very clearthat I haveno
ambition for statewide
office,"Leatherman said.
He added: "Iowe it to

the peopleIrepresentto
continue myservice inthe
Senateand tomake the
best possibledecisionsto
improve the lifefor allthe
people ofSouth Carolina.
My constituentsre­elected
mefor that purpose.Iam
honored tofulfill that
pledge. Therefore,Iwill
remain intheSenate."
In2014,then­Lt.Gov.

Glenn McConnell re­
signed tobecomepresi­
dent ofthe Collegeof
Charleston. Then­Senate
leaderJohn Courson,

R­Richland, wasnext in
linetobecome lieutenant
governor,but he resigned
as presidentprotem to
avoidlosing hisSenate
seat.
Thattriggereduncer­

tainty over whowould
becomethe state's next
second­in­commanduntil
then­state Sen.Yancey
McGill volunteered.
Leatherman thensecured
enough Senatevotesto
becamepresident pro
tempore.
McGill was thefourth

S.C. Senatepresident pro
temporetobecome lieu­
tenantgovernor since
1870,accordingtostate
records.
Butthe office hasgone

vacant at least six timesin
itshistory, after lieutenant
governors succeeded gov­
ernors. The last vacancy
was in1965, when Lt.
Gov.Robert McNair be­
came governorbut then­

Senate PresidentProTem­
poreEdgar Brown de­
clinedtobecome lieuten­
antgovernor.

''IOWEITTO THE
PEOPLEI
REPRESENTTO
CONTINUEMY
SERVICEINTHE
SENATEANDTO
MAKETHEBEST
POSSIBLE
DECISIONSTO
IMPROVETHELIFE
FORALLTHE
PEOPLEOFSOUTH
CAROLINA.

State Senateleader
HughLeatherman
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MATTWALSH

South Carolina Senate President Pro Tem HughLeatherman said Monday hedoes notwant to becomelieutenantgovernor,afigurehead position
thatholds little power, if Gov. NikkiHaleyis confirmed by the U.S. Senateto becomeU.S. ambassadorto the UnitedNations.
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