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ASCD SmartBrief Keeps You Informed, Engaged and on the Cutting Edge

ASCD is pleased to offer you a complimentary subscription to ASCD
SmartBrief, the fastest-growing online community for K-12 leaders and decision-
makers. Over 205,000 top-level K-12 educators like you use this daily resource
to empower their learning, enhance their professional development and stay up-
to-date on the latest headlines, trends, tips, how-to's and best practices.

SmartBrief editors analyze thousands of news articles every day and summarize
only the most important and relevant stories for the K-12 community. Then,
they're delivered right to your inbox, every day, for free. In addition, each
newsletter features groundbreaking original content from SmartBrief editors,
educators and other experts on hot topics such as data privacy and security,
funding, STEM, the Maker Movement and much more. Check out the latest issue
below.

This trial subscription, made available exclusively to ASCD members, only lasts

a few days. Sign up today for FREE to make sure you don't miss a single issue
of ASCD SmartBrief.

P.S. You will receive two more trial issues delivered over the next two days.
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It is still difficult to compare student performance across states -- a chief goal of
the Common Core State Standards -- according to a recent analysis by the
American Institutes for Research. Data show many states use different
definitions for "proficient."
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February is Black History Month, which this year has been marked by calls from
some to reconsider how the nation -- and schools -- mark the month. Some
educators say setting aside a specific month for such lessons can lead to less
integration of the topic throughout the school year.
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Learning Sciences International featured on Prime Time TV

Learning Sciences CEO Michael Toth will appear on Worldwide Business with
kathy irelana® on the Fox Business Network February 27 at 4:30 p.m. EST. Tune
in to hear from teachers, administrators, and students at LSI's Demonstration
Schools for Rigor
<http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/hueqCdwrpBCUorxmCieifVBWcNSAXj> and see
how the LSI Tracker app
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transforming teaching and learning. Learn More
<http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/hueqCdwrpBCUorxICieifVBWcNIcSk>.
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Schools send mixed messages about global warming, survey finds
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About 75% of middle- and high-school teachers say they address global
warming in the classroom, according to a national teacher survey backed by the
National Center for Science Education. The survey finds that just more than half
teach what most climate scientists say -- that humans are causing recent climate
change -- but 30% say that humans are just partly to blame for climate change.
Meanwhile, 5% point to no cause for the phenomenon.
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e Superintendent addresses challenges in rural education
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Technology in the Classroom
3 games to help teach coding
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Games can provide new ways to introduce students to coding, principal Kami
Thordarson writes in this blog post. She describes three such games, including
Google's Made with Code, which features characters from Pixar's "Inside Out."
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The Whole Child

Breakfast program equals fewer visits to school nurse
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Students in an lllinois school district are visiting the school nurse less often
since the launch of a districtwide breakfast program. Data show about an 82%
decrease in hunger-related visits since the program launched last September.
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