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Haley 'pleased'
to meet with
Trump team
BY BRISTOWMARCHANT
AND CASSIECOPE

bmarchant@thestate.com,
ccope@thestate.com

Gov.NikkiHaleymetThursday
withPresident­electDonaldTrump
inNewYork,butdetailsofthe
meetingwerescarce.
"Governor Haley waspleased

tomeet withPresident­elect
Trump,"said Haley spokesman
RobGodfrey. "Theyhad a good
discussion, andsheis very en­
couragedaboutthe coming ad­
ministrationand the newdirec­
tion it willbring toWashington."

S.C.Lt.Gov.HenryMcMaster,
thefirststatewideofficialinthe
countrytoendorseTrump,said
WednesdaythatHaleywasacon­
tenderforsecretaryofstateand
oneotherpost,speculatedtobe
secretaryofthecommerce.
McMasteralsosaidTrump'stransi­
tionteamhadreachedouttohim
aboutpossiblybeingU.S.attorney
general.
Haley'smeeting withTrump

came adayafter shewas elected
vice chair of theRepublican Gov­
ernors Association,anationally
visiblepost that puts herinlineto
becomethe chair of theGOP
group in2018.
KellyanneConway,managerof

Trump'spresidentialcampaign,
toldreportersatNewYork's
TrumpTowerabouttheTrump­
Haleymeeting,showingoffapho­
toofherselfwithHaley."We're
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justhappytohave
herhereforher
adviceandher
counsel,andhear­
ingaboutthegreat
successstorythatis
SouthCarolina
underherlead­
ership,"Conway

said.
U.S.Sen.LindseyGraham,R­

Seneca,saidhewouldsupport
HaleyasTrump'ssecretaryof
state.
"She'stalented,capableand

woulddoagoodjobinanyassign­
mentgiventoher,"saidGraham,a
longtimeTrumpcritic."Nikkiisa
traditionalRepublicanwhenit
comestoforeignpolicy–morelike
RonaldReaganthan(Republican
U.S.Sen.)RandPaul.Ilikehera
lot.Iwouldcertainlysupporther."
U.S. Sen.Tim Scott,R­Char­

leston,agreed."She is a natural
leader, andIthinkourcountry
would benefit greatlyfromher
leadershipif shewere tobenomi­
nated for aposition,"said Scott,
who originallywas appointed toa
Senatevacancy by Haley.
However, S.C. Democratic

Partychairman Jaime Harrison

saidHaley is notpreparedtobe
secretary of state."Thequestion
is doesshehaveany foreignpol­
icyexperience?"said Harrison."I
don't thinkso."
Thenation'stopdiplomatneeds

tounderstandthecountry'shistory
betweenothernations,andknow
whotheplayersandworldleaders
are,Harrisonsaid."Ijustdon't
thinkthatshehasthat."
Anappointment as secretary of

the U.S.Commerce Department
would bemorefitting for Haley,
Harrison said."She ranas the
jobs governor,"Harrison said,
addinghegives Haley creditfor
helping attractmajorcorporations
toSouth Carolina.
HaleywasacriticofTrump

duringtheGOPprimarycampaign.
InJanuary'sGOPresponseto

PresidentBarackObama'sStateof
theUnionspeech,Haleyurged
voterstoignore"thesirencallof
theangriestvoices,"aslapat
Trump.ShealsoendorsedU.S.
Sen.MarcoRubioofFloridainthe
S.C.Republicanprimaryover
Trump.Later,afterRubiodropped
outoftherace,Haleyendorsed
Trump'slastremainingchallenger,

U.S.Sen.TedCruzofTexas.
Trump lashed outat Haley on

Twitter, saying, "Thepeople of
SouthCarolina are embarrassed
byNikki Haley!"
Haley responded dismissively,

"Blessyour heart."
AttheannualGridirondinnerin

March,thedaughterofIndian
immigrantsjoked,"EventhoughI
gavethe(StateoftheUnion)re­
sponse,Iwon'treallyfeellikeI
madeituntilDonaldTrumpde­
mandstoseemybirthcertificate."
Haley'stonebrightenedafter

Trumpwaselected."Afterahard­
foughtcampaign,wherewehave
seengreatpassionandfrustration
amongvoters,thepeoplehave
spoken,"Haleysaidinastatement
aftertheelection."Thisisanop­
portunityforthecountrytounite
andworktogether."
Atthe Republican Governors

Association meetingearlier this
week, Haley saidshewas "giddy"
aboutRepublicans controlling
Congress andthe WhiteHouse.

StaffwriterJaneMoonDail,
McClatchyreporterMatthew
Schofieldandmediapoolreports
contributed.
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IVAN COURONNE AFP

Trump campaignmanager Kellyanne Conway shows aphoto of herself with S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley takenwhile
thegovernor wasvisitingthepresident­electThursdayat Trump Tower.

Haley
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STATE

What ifHaley,
McMaster
leave for
Trump posts?
BY CASSIECOPE

ccope@thestate.com

With chatterthat GOP Gov.
Nikki Haley andLt.Gov.Henry
McMasterhave beenap­
proached by President­elect
DonaldTrump'stransition team
aboutjoining his administration,
someare asking:Whathappens
if oneor bothleave their S.C.
posts?

IF ONLYHALEY LEAVES
If Haley getsaposition inthe

Trump Administration­secre­
taryof stateor secretary of com­
merce havebeen speculated­
McMasterwould rise tothe
governor's office.
Thatwould give theColumbia

Republican twoyears inoffice
before helikelywould run again
for the governor'soffice in2018.
McMaster, aformer S.C. at­
torney general, ranfor theGOP
nomination forgovernor in2010
but endorsed Haleyafter placing
third intheRepublican primary.
Thatwould leavethe lieuten­

antgovernor's office open,
which would befilled bythe
president protemporeof the
Senate.
StateSen. HughLeatherman,

R­Florence,is president pro
temporeof the Senate.However,
the powerof theSenate leader,
who controlsappointments to
many stategovernment panels,
alongwith Leatherman's chair­
manship of theSenate's pow­
erful budget­writing committee
far outweighsthe influence
wielded bythe state's lieutenant
governor.
In2014,then­President Pro

Tempore JohnCourson, R­Rich­
land, resigned toavoidbecom­
inglieutenant governor. Leath­
erman,85,coulddothe same.
Senators thenwould electa

newpresident protempore,
likely aRepublican because
there are 28Republicans inthe
46­memberchamber.The sen­
atorelected president protem
thenwould rise tolieutenant

governor. Then, there wouldbe
a newelectionfor protempore,
allowing Leatherman totryto
regainhis post.

IF HALEY ANDMCMASTER
LEAVE
SenatePresident ProTempore

Leatherman would rise tothe
governor's office. IfLeatherman
tookthe post,there would bea

Senate election
for anewpresi­
dent protempore,
who thenwould
rise tolieutenant
governor.
However, many

say Leatherman
holds morepower
now thanhe

would asgovernor so hecould
resign toavoidbecominggover­
nor. Thatmeanssenators would
elect anewprotemporeto be­
come governor andanother to
become lieutenantgovernor.

McMaster
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TRUMPADMINISTRATION

Stateleaders' status
promptsquestions
BY CASSIECOPE

The State

Withchatter that GOP
Gov.Nikki Haley andLt.
Gov.Henry McMasterhave
been approachedbyPresi­
dent­elect DonaldTrump's
transition teamaboutjoin­
inghis administration,some
are asking:Whathappens if
oneor both leavetheir S.C.
posts?

IF ONLYHALEY LEAVES

If Haley getsaposition in
the TrumpAdministration ­
secretary ofstate or secre­
taryof commercehavebeen
speculated ­McMaster
would riseto thegovernor's
office.
Thatwould give theCo­

lumbiaRepublicantwo
yearsin office beforehe
likelywould run again for
thegovernor's office in
2018.McMaster, aformer
S.C. attorneygeneral,ran
forthe GOP nominationfor
governor in2010 but en­
dorsed Haley afterplacing
thirdinthe Republican pri­

mary.
Thatwould leavethe

lieutenantgovernor's office
open,which wouldbefilled
bythe presidentpro tempo­
re of theSenate.
State Sen.HughLeather­

man, R­Florence,is presi­
dent pro temporeofthe
Senate. However,the power
of the Senateleader, who
controls appointments to
many stategovernment
panels, along withLeather­
man'schairmanship ofthe
Senate's powerful budget­
writing committeefar out­
weighs the influencewield­
ed by thestate's lieutenant
governor.
In 2014,then­President

ProTempore John Courson,
R­Richland, resigned to
avoidbecoming lieutenant
governor. Leatherman, 85,
could dothesame.
Senators thenwould elect

a new presidentpro tempo­
re, likelyaRepublicanbe­

causethere are 28Repub­
licans inthe46­member
chamber.The senator elect­
ed president protemthen
would rise tolieutenant
governor. Then, there would
beanew electionfor pro
tempore, allowingLeather­
man totrytoregainhis post.

IF HALEY AND
MCMASTER LEAVE
SenatePresident Pro

TemporeLeatherman would
rise tothe governor'soffice.
If Leatherman tookthe post,
there would beaSenate
electionfor anew president
protempore, who then
would rise tolieutenant
governor.
However, manysay

Leatherman holdsmore
powernow thanhewould as
governor so hecouldresign
toavoidbecominggovernor.
Thatmeans senators would
electanew protemporeto
becomegovernor and an­
othertobecome lieutenant
governor.

Haley

McMaster
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WHAT IF HALEY, MCMASTER
LEAVE SCFORATRUMPJOB?
BY CASSIECOPE

ccope@thestate.com

Withchatter that GOP
Gov.NikkiHaley and Lt.
Gov.HenryMcMaster
havebeenapproached by
President­electDonald
Trump'stransition team
aboutjoining hisadminis­
tration,some areasking:
Whathappensif oneor
bothleave theirS.C. posts?

IF ONLY HALEY LEAVES
If Haley getsaposition

intheTrump Adminis­
tration­secretary ofstate
or secretaryof commerce
havebeenspeculated ­
McMasterwould riseto
thegovernor's office.
Thatwould give the

ColumbiaRepublican two
years inoffice beforehe
likelywould run again for
thegovernor's office in
2018.McMaster, aformer
S.C. attorneygeneral, ran
for theGOP nomination
for governorin2010 but
endorsedHaley after plac­
ingthirdin theRepublican
primary.
Thatwould leavethe

lieutenantgovernor's of­
fice open,which wouldbe
filled bythe presidentpro
temporeofthe Senate.
StateSen. Hugh Leather­

man, R­Florence,is presi­
dent protemporeof the
Senate.However, thepow­
erof the Senateleader,
whocontrols appointments
tomanystate government
panels, alongwith Leather­

man'schairmanshipof the
Senate's powerfulbudget­
writing committeefar
outweighs theinfluence
wielded bythestate's
lieutenant governor.
In 2014,then­President

ProTemporeJohn Cour­
son, R­Richland,resigned
toavoidbecominglieuten­
antgovernor. Leatherman,
85,coulddothe same.
Senators thenwould

electanew presidentpro
tempore, likelyaRepub­
licanbecause thereare 28
Republicans inthe46­
memberchamber. The
senator elected president
protem thenwouldrise to
lieutenant governor.Then,
there wouldbe anew elec­
tion forpro tempore,al­
lowingLeatherman to try

toregainhis post.

IF HALEY AND
MCMASTER LEAVE
SenatePresident Pro

TemporeLeatherman
wouldrise tothe gover­
nor's office. IfLeatherman
tookthe post,therewould
beaSenate electionfora
new presidentprotempo­
re,whothenwould rise to
lieutenantgovernor.
However, manysay

Leatherman holdsmore
powernowthanhe would
asgovernor so hecould
resigntoavoidbecoming
governor.That means
senatorswould elect anew
protemporetobecome
governorand anotherto
becomelieutenant gover­
nor.
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THETRUMP TRANSITION

Haley, Trumpmeet;
didhe offerajob?
Governor conferswith the president­electin New York,
but noword yeton whetheraCabinet postwasoffered
BY BRISTOWMARCHANT

AND CASSIECOPE

bmarchant@thestate.com,
ccope@thestate.com

S.C. Gov.Nikki Haley met
Thursdaywith President­elect
DonaldTrump inNewYork, but
details ofthe meetingwerescarce.
"Governor Haley waspleased to

meetwith President­elect
Trump,"said Haley spokesman
RobGodfrey. "Theyhad a good
discussion, andsheis very encour­
agedaboutthe comingadminis­
trationand thenew direction it
will bringtoWashington."

S.C. Lt.Gov.Henry McMaster,
the firststatewide official inthe
country toendorse Trump,said
Wednesday that Haley wasacon­
tenderfor secretary ofstateand
oneotherpost,speculated tobe
secretary ofthe commerce.
McMasteralso saidTrump'stran­
sition teamhad reachedout to
him aboutpossiblybeing U.S.
attorneygeneral.
Haley'smeeting withTrump

cameadayafter shewas elected
vicechair of theRepublican Gov­
ernors Association,anationally
visiblepost that puts herinlineto
becomethe chair of theGOP
group in2018.
KellyanneConway, manager of

Trump'spresidential campaign,
told reportersat NewYork's
Trump Toweraboutthe Trump­

SEEHALEY,6A

MOREINSIDE

What happens ifGov.
Haley, Lt.Gov. McMaster
bothjoin theTrump
Administration?6A

FROM PAGE1A

HALEY
Haley meeting,showing
offaphotoof herselfwith
Haley. "We'rejusthappy
tohaveher herefor her
adviceand hercounsel,
andhearing aboutthe
greatsuccessstory that is
SouthCarolina under her
leadership,"Conway said.
U.S. Sen.Lindsey Gra­

ham,R­Seneca, saidhe
would supportHaley as
Trump'ssecretary of state.
"She's talented,capable

andwould doagoodjob

inanyassignment givento
her,"said Graham,along­
timeTrump critic."Nikki
is atraditional Republican
when it comes toforeign
policy –morelike Ronald
Reagan than(Republican
U.S. Sen.) RandPaul. I like
heralot.Iwould certainly
support her."
U.S. Sen.Tim Scott,

R­Charleston, agreed.
"She is anatural leader,
andIthinkour country
would benefit greatlyfrom

her leadershipifshe were
tobenominatedfor a
position,"said Scott,who
originally wasappointed
toaSenatevacancy by
Haley.
However, S.C. Demo­

craticPartychairman
Jaime Harrison saidHaley
is notprepared tobe sec­
retaryof state."The ques­
tion isdoes shehaveany
foreignpolicy experi­
ence?"said Harrison."I
don't thinkso."
The nation's topdiplo­

matneeds tounderstand
the historybetweenthe
United Statesand other
nations, andknowwho
the playersandworld
leadersare,Harrison said.
"Ijust don'tthink that she
hasthat."
Anappointment as sec­

retaryof the U.S.Com­
merce Departmentwould
bemore fitting forHaley,
Harrison said."She ranas
the jobsgovernor," Harri­
sonsaid, addinghegives
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Haley creditfor helping
attractmajor corporations
toSouth Carolina.
Haley was acriticof

Trump duringthe GOP
primary campaign.
InJanuary's GOP re­

sponse toPresidentBa­
rackObama's Stateof the
Union speech, Haley
urged voterstoignore
"thesiren callofthe an­
griestvoices,"aslap at
Trump. Shealso endorsed
U.S. Sen.Marco Rubioof
Florida intheS.C. Repub­

lican primary overTrump.
Later, after Rubiodropped
out ofthe race,Haley
endorsedTrump's last
remainingchallenger, U.S.
Sen.Ted Cruzof Texas.
Trump lashed outat

Haley onTwitter, saying,
"The peopleof South
Carolina areembarrassed
byNikki Haley!"
Haley responded dis­

missively, "Blessyour
heart."
Atthe annual Gridiron

dinnerinMarch, the

daughter ofIndian im­
migrantsjoked, "Even
thoughIgave the(Stateof
the Union)response, I
won'treally feellike I
madeit until Donald
Trump demandstosee my
birth certificate."
Haley'stone brightened

after Trump waselected.
"After ahard­fought cam­
paign,where wehaveseen
greatpassion andfrustra­
tion among voters,the
people havespoken,"
Haley saidinastatement

after the election."Thisis
an opportunity forthe
country tounite andwork
together."
Atthe Republican Gov­

ernors Association meet­
ingearlier this week, Ha­
ley saidshewas "giddy"
aboutRepublicans con­
trollingCongress and the
WhiteHouse.

Staff writerJaneMoon
Dail,McClatchy reporter
Matthew Schofieldand
media pool reports
contributed.
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How disasters are creatinguncertain
future for some SC farmers
FarmersacrossSouth Carolina were hit by adrought lastyear,

andafter months of prayingfor rain,theheavens openedin early
October anddropped about 14 inches in24 hours. Statewide,
farmersrackedup morethan$530 millionin damage.

BY AUDREYHUDSON

The (Myrtle Beach)Sun News

AYNOR

The DoubleRFarm
hasproduced abun­
dant crops for four
generationsof
Rabonfamily farm­
ers here, andde­

spitethe doublewhammy of
recordrainsduring the October
harvest last year andlast
month's hurricane,they are
determinedtoweather the hard­
ship.
"I'll dowhatever I gottado,

even ifit means I'm wornout
andbroke,"said Ronald Rabon.
"But ifImake it this year,it will
take amiracle fromthe Lord."
Tropical storm­forcewinds

and12 inches ofrainfrom Hurri­
cane Matthewbattered 700
acres ofhis cottonjust asthe
bolls began toopen,resultingin
hardlock that made picking
nearly impossible.
Theywere abletosalvage

about100acres, mostly from
farmlands tuckedamong wood­
ed areas protectedfromthe
wind. Insteadof 1,400 balesof
cotton this year,the Rabons will
likely endup with about450
bales.
"I've lostmore money thanI

made intwoyears,"Rabonsaid.
The Rabons andfarmers

across SouthCarolina were hit
by adroughtlast year,and after
monthsof praying for rain,the
heavens opened inearly October
and droppedabout 14 inches in
24 hours.Farmersin Horry
County rackedup $9million in

damage, while statewide the
amount topped$530million.
William HardeeIII, Clemson

University'sarea agronomy
agentfor Horry County,said
farmerswere onthe path for a
perfect crop thisyear –until
Matthewhit.
Cottonwas hit;soybeansand

peanut crops also wereseverely
damaged,Hardee said.
"Weneeded a perfect yearto

make upfor last year,but this
tookourchance away,"Hardee
said.
Althoughthe final damage

assessmenthasnot been tallied,
Hardeesaidit appears thehurri­
canewill not exceedlast year's
droughtandrecord flood
destruction ofcrops.
"It'snot doom andgloom, not

thedevastation wesaw last year,
but it wasbad for alotof folks,
worse for someothers,"Hardee
said.
Of600 acresof cottonplanted

last year,the Rabonssalvaged
200 acresthat amounted toless
than350 bales.
"NowI'm telling you, it'sbeen

tough,"saidthe patriarch of the
family,86­year­oldDock Rabon.
Gov.Nikki Haley vetoed

$40 million infarmaid this
spring,calling it an industry
bailout, promptingabacklash
fromfarmersand lawmakers
who votedtooverturn her
decision.
Thatfunding eventually paid

about25percent of Rabon's

losses, andhewas forced to
refinance the 1,200 acrefarm.
"Iexpected tomake it upthis

year,but the cotton hit thedirt.
And what didn't fall,hardlocked.
Itain't looking good,"Rabon
said.
Nearly 800farmers inHorry

Countyhave appliedfor assist­
ance fromthe U.S.Department
of Agriculturebecauseofdam­
age caused byHurricane Mat­
thew.
However, directpayments for

damaged crops were eliminated
inthe 2014 FarmBill,so aid is
limitedtoemergency conserva­
tion problems,propertydamage,
debrisremoval, levelingland or
repairing fences forlivestock.
Stateagriculture officialsare

stillassessing therecent damage
andofficials aremum on wheth­
er anyfinancial assistancewill
beforthcoming.
"Two years inarow is rough,"

saidJared Martin,who estimates
helost halfofhis 300­acre pea­
nut crops becauseof Hurricane
Matthew.
"We've gotto havesomehelp,

I can'thandle nomore,"said
Martin. "Insurance don'tpay
nothing, andourgovernment
justain't helping."
Martin andhis father atthe

D andJFarmmanaged topay
their billslast year, with only
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$2,000left tosplitbe­
tweenthem. Thisyear,
Martin saidhewill break
even.
"I'mworking all year

for nothing,"Martin said.
Rabon andMartin are

uncertain abouttheir
future infarming,and
Martin isn't willingto
commit toplantingcrops
next year.
"All Iknow isfarming,

but I guessIcouldgo to

Wal­Martand shakesome
hands,"Rabon said.
Rabon hasreachedout

tostateand federal law­
makerstolet them know
the severityof thedam­
age,but he's countingon
privaterefinancing topull
him through.
"In allthe years I've

farmed, I'veneverhad to
callmycongressperson or
governor for help,we've
always madealiving,"
Rabon said.
Rabon sayshe's not

looking for afreehandout,
but unless theFarm Billis
amended, hesays farmers
won'tbeable tosurvive
severe natural disasters,
like theback­to­backhar­
vest storms.
"When I'm dead, it's

over,"Rabon said."My
kidscan't makealiving
farming,and I don't
blame them.They
watched mego brokeand
wore out."
And when that happens,

heasked, "Whowill feed

this country?"
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JANET BLACKMON MORGAN The SunNews

RonaldRabonof Double RFarms in Aynor surveys thedamageto hiscottoncropfrom Hurricane Matthew. Rabonsaidhe yielded only100acresof 700 acres ofcotton this year
because ofthe windand rain from the storm.
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JANET BLACKMON MORGAN The(Myrtle Beach) SunNews

RonaldRabonof Double RFarms in Aynor surveys thedamage to hiscottoncropfrom
Hurricane Matthewearlier this month.
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POLITICS

Trump team
explores
hiring
son­inlaw
BY JULIEHIRSCHFELDDAVIS
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN

New YorkTimes
WASHINGTON

Jared Kushner, theson­in­law
of President­electDonald
Trump,has consultedwith law­
yers aboutthe possibilityof
joining the new administration,
amove that couldrunafoul of
federal nepotism lawsand
would allbut certainlyinvite
legal challenges.
Kushner, 35,hadbeen plan­

ning toreturntohis private
businesses after
Election Day. But
onthe morning
after Trump won,
hebegan dis­
cussingarole in
the WhiteHouse,
accordingto two
people briefed on
his discussions,

who requestedanonymity to

describe histhinking.
Trump isurging him tojoin,

accordingtoone ofthe people
briefed,asentiment shared by
Stephen K.Bannon, the chief
strategistfor the WhiteHouse,
and ReincePriebus,who was
named chief ofstaff.
Kushnerhas consultedwith at

least onelawyer andbelieves
that byforgoing a salaryand
putting hisinvestment fund,his
real estateholdings andhis
newspaper, The NewYork Ob­
server,into a blindtrust,he
would notbe boundby federal
nepotism rules,according toone
of thepeople briefed.
Still, it isnot clearthat such

an arrangement wouldbe legal.
Under federal statute,the presi­
dent cannot acceptvoluntary
servicesthat are not permitted

bylaw,and aseparate statute
bars publicofficialsfrom em­
ploying familymembers inany
capacity.
Talking toRomney: CNN re­
portedlate Thursdaythat
Trump will meetthis weekend
with oneof hisfiercest critics:
2012 Republican nomineeMitt
Romney,adiscussion that could
include theposition ofsecretary
of state.
Offerto Flynn:Trump offered
former militaryintelligence
chief MichaelFlynn the jobof
nationalsecurityadviser ashe
began tobuildout hisnational
securityteam Thursday,accord­
ingtoaseniorTrump official.
Flynn,who servedas the

director ofthe DefenseIntelli­

SEE TRANSITION,7A
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gence Agency,has advised
Trump onnationalsecuri­
ty issuesfor months.As
nationalsecurityadviser,
hewould work inthe
WhiteHouse andhave
frequentaccess tothe
president. The postdoes
not requireSenate confir­
mation.
The official wouldn't

say whetherFlynn had
accepted thejob, accord­
ingtoThe Associated
Press.
Meeting withhead of
state:Trump's transition
pivoted onThursday,

trying toleavebehind the
disarrayof itsfirstweek
for an acceleratedsched­
ule ofofficial meetings,
includingTrump'sfirst
face­to­facemeetingwith
aworld leader, Prime
MinisterShinzo Abeof
Japan. Thatmeetingwas
scheduledfor late Thurs­
day.
Trump'saides have

dismissedreports that the
transition wasinflux.
Theysaidthat the news
mediaand disgruntled
people werestoking nega­
tive accounts,and that the

wholesale shake­upof the
transition leadershipranks
–includingthe ouster of
Gov.Chris Christieof
New Jersey–reflected a
driveby VicePresident­
electMike Pence toridthe
operationof lobbyists.
Whomight be in:Trump,
who hascontinuedto
work outof hisoffice in
Trump Tower,wassched­
uledto receiveastream of
visitors onThursday,in­
cluding HenryA. Kiss­
inger, aformer secretary
of state; Gov.NikkiR.
Haley ofSouth Carolina,

who hasemerged asa
candidate for secretaryof
state; Adm. MichaelS.
Rogers,director of the
National SecurityAgency
andthe top officerat the
military'sCyber Com­
mand; andGen. Jack
Keane,aformervicechief
of staffof theArmy who
hasbeen alongtime in­
formaladviserto Hillary
Clinton.
Someof these visitors,

like Haley,are candidates
for Cabinetposts. Others,
like Kissinger,werein­
vitedto givethe president­
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electcounsel. During
Trump'smeetingwith
Kissinger,who led the
StateDepartment under
PresidentsRichard Nixon
andGerald Ford,the two
discussed relations with
China, Russia,Iranand
the EuropeanUnion,The
Associated Press reported.
Keane,who hasadvised

Republicans aswell as
Democrats,was an early
proponentof President
GeorgeW. Bush'stroop
surgeinIraq. He has
called formore aggressive
U.S. military actionto
counter theIslamic State
inIraq andSyria.
Who's out: NewtGingrich
saidThursdayhe willnot
serve inthe Trumpadmin­
istrationinanyofficial
role,McClatchy reported.
The formerHouse

speaker andpresidential
candidate had beenmen­
tionedfrequently asa
potentialtop memberof

the new government,
possiblyas secretary of
defense, stateor health
and humanservices.
Buthe ended that spec­

ulation inan interview
with McClatchy."I will
not beinthe Cabinet,"
Gingrich, 73,said."Iin­
tend tobefocusedon
strategicplanning."
He didnot say whether

the decisionnot tobein
the new government was
his orTrump's.
Question marks:The
frenzy ofspeculation
aboutmarquee Cabinet
posts continued, with Rep.
MichaelMcCaul of Texas,
chairman of theHouse
Homeland SecurityCom­
mittee,seen as aleading
contenderto takeover the
Departmentof Homeland
Security.But Trump'sstaff
appeared tobeworking on
a moremethodicalsched­
ule of interviewingcandi­
dates.

Still, the confusionof
the firstfewdayshas left a
mark.The StateDepart­
ment, forexample,has
had norole inplanning for
Trump'smeetingwith
Abe.
RudyGiuliani, theform­

er NewYork Citymayor
who ison ashortlist for
secretary of state,is grap­
pling with questionsabout
his webofbusiness ties,
includingtoforeign states
like Qatar,andthe mil­
lions ofdollars hewas
paidfor speeches.
Sen.Jeff Sessions of

Alabama,who is being
consideredfor attorney
generalor defense secre­
tary, hasbeen criticized
for raciallytingedcom­
mentshemade asafeder­
al prosecutorinAlabama
decades ago. Thosecom­
mentshelpedcapsize his
nomination byPresident
Ronald Reagantobea
federal district judge.

Kushner

ANDREW HARNIK AP

Vice President­electMikePence meets with House
MinorityLeader Nancy PelosionThursday.
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COMMUNITY GIANT

Daufuskie Island
losesastrong spirit
BY DAVIDLAUDERDALE

dlauderdale@islandpacket.com

Dave Huttonwas achild of
DaufuskieIsland.
He knew it all–driving golf

carts at age7, raftingthrough
freshwater wetlands,hikingout
tohummocks tocamp over­
night, diving offthe pilings at
the countydock, thetwo­room
schoolhouse onan island with
nobridgeand the6:30 a.m.
boat toHiltonHeadIsland for
highschool.
He also wasamanof Dau­

fuskie –standing 6feet8inches
andnorth of 400 pounds,with a
rumblingvoicefrom behind the
beard,abooming laughfrom
beneath thelong hair, andthe
laid­back, joviallifestyle with his
pickuptruck andDaisythe dog.
Whenislanders gatheredat

thecounty dock onThursday,
Oct.6, asHurricane Matthew
wasobviouslyheaded tohit
them,it was natural that Hutton
tookcharge.Everyone told
where they'd beandsaidthey'd
check oneach otherafterthe
storm.
They'd alreadymade national

newsby defyingthe governor's
evacuation order.She wasgoing
tosend aposse toget them, like
"Gunsmoke"by the sea.But
they werebranded the "Dau­

fuskie 100,"likerenegades, and
they laid low.
Theyweren'treally rene­

gades, andHutton provedit.
He had beenelected tothe

DaufuskieIsland Council, which
triestobridgethe wideand
choppy watersbetweenislan­
dersthemselves, and between
Daufuskieand thecounty seat.
Whendawn brokeon Sat­

urday,Oct.8,word wasthat
everyonesurvived the hurri­
cane.But treeswere down
everywhere,and therewas no
electricity. Windswere stillstiff
when Hutton andcompany
started sawingtheir way outof
the mess.Theycut treesand
pushed themoutof the wayfor
the nextfourdays, 12 hoursa
day.
ThenHutton tookhis annual

huntingtrip with buddiesto
Montana.
And onNov. 4,Daufuskiewas

stillreeling fromthe hurricane
when it heard that Hutton
would notbecoming home.He
diedout there ofheart prob­
lems.He was only27.
Deborah Smith, afellow

memberof the DaufuskieIsland
Council, said,"Dave wasagiant
onDaufuskie, andit is impos­
sibletooverstate hisimportance

toourisland's community.Dave
didn't justlive onDaufuskie–

SEELAUDERDALE,7A
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hewasDaufuskie."

'BYEXAMPLE'
Hutton cameby his

Daufuskiebona fides

naturally.
He'sone ofthree boys

borntoChris and Martha
Hutton,all raisedonDau­
fuskie. Chris wasachildof
Tybee Island whocame to

Daufuskieto buildthe
Melrosedock. Bud Bates
introduced him toMartha,
who hadcome south tobe
inafriend'sweddingand
neverleft. Herfriends

were sailingthe worldand
stopped onHiltonHead
becauseit's wherethey
ranout ofmoney. Chris
andMartha wouldsoon
havetheir ownwedding –
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adock party at Harbour
Town.
Dave Huttonwas a

student ofCatherine
CampbellinDaufuskie's
little gradeschool.He
came alonglongafter Pat
Conroy madeit famous
with hisbook,"The Water
is Wide."He cameafter
teachersJim and Carol
Albertohad moved to
HiltonHeadbut was
warmlywelcomed byJim
Albertoas hishomeroom
teacherat HiltonHead
Island Middle School.
Hutton becamealine­

man forthe HiltonHead
Island High SchoolSea­
hawks, gettinghomefrom
school at9p.m.after
practices. He wonawrit­
ingawardinmiddle
school. Hewas oneof the
firstkidstohit a baseball
slap out ofCrossingsPark.
And at HiltonHeadHigh,
hewas elected Home­
coming King.
He was apeopleperson

but also independent.

Between acouple of stints
incollege, hetraveled
alonewith a backpack,
touring CostaRica bybus
or studying theMayan
ruins onthe YucatanPen­
insula.
As atoddler, he had

insistedhis mothergive
the changetocharity
whenever they gottoa
fast­food drive­thruwin­
dow.He learned about
public servicefromhis
father,afounderofthe
volunteerfire department.
"He led byexample,"

saidwriter RogerPinck­
neyXIof Daufuskie."I
neverheard him say abad
thing aboutanyone,and
onthis politicalisland
that's hard tosay."

'HISLAST GIFT'
Hutton liked toread

history but keptan eyeon
the future.
And when hewas elect­

ed tothe island council,
heread theentire plan­

ning documentadopted by
Beaufort County.
"He wasreally stepping

upon thecouncil,"said
islander WendyNelth­
orpe."He wasfair, and he
lovedDaufuskie. He cared
aboutthe island. Hewas a
valuable voicefor the
people ofthe historic dis­
trict."
Hisfather,who also

died young justtwoyears
ago,had helpedcreate
Daufuskie's community
preservation plan.Dave
Hutton shared the dream
that Daufuskie wouldnot
beruinedby futuredevel­
opment.
Everyone knew Dave

Hutton wasill last sum­
mer.
InJune, hefell offhis

backhoe. He thoughtsome
of that paincame froma
crackedrib, but it was
discovered tobemany
bloodclots onhis lungs,
his mothersaid.
In September,they

found an oldblood clot

nearhis heart. Hewas
going toget it tendedtoin
January.
AfteraweekinMonta­

na, heawokenot feeling
well. He dieden route toa
hospital, his mothersaid.
"He livedeverydaylike

it was hislast,"Martha
Hutton said."Hehad no
regrets."
Daufuskie Islanders

found solacetelling stories
aboutHutton onFace­
book.
Nelthorpe circulateda

photo shetookof him last
summer.He was teaching
a new generationof Dau­
fuskie kidsthe art ofdock
diving.
"He ramroddedthe

initial (hurricane)recov­
ery,his last gift tothe
island heloved,"Pinckney
wrote. "Hisspirit was
strong, but hisheart was
weak."

DavidLauderdale:
843­706­8115,
@ThatsLauderdale
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DEBORAH SMITH Submitted

Dave Hutton's truck with hisdogDaisyonboardwas afamiliarsight on DaufuskieIsland.
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WENDY NELTHORPE Submitted

Dave Hutton isshownat thecountydock onDaufuskieIslandlast
summer, helpinganewgeneration refine theart of dock diving.
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Bridgestone plant
manager appointed to
ATC's governing board
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley has

appointed Tim Painter as com­
missioner to the Aiken County
Commission for Technical and
Comprehensive Education,
the governing board for Aiken
Technical College.
Painter, the plant manager of

the Bridgestone Aiken passen­
ger and light truck plant, was
formally introduced earlier this
monthduringthecommission's
regular meeting.
Prior to arriving in Aiken in

May, Painter held several posi­
tions related to process engi­
neering and operations man­
agement in Bridgestone plants
in Tennessee. He also served
as the director of process en­
gineering in the Bridgestone
Americas office in Nashville,
Tennessee. He is currently
in his 28th year working for
Bridgestone.
Painter is a graduate of Ten­

nessee Technological Univer­
sity in Cookeville, Tennessee.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Tim Painter, left, the plant manager of the Bridgestone
Aiken PSR/LTR plant, has been appointed to the Aiken
County Commission for Technical and Comprehensive
Education. He is pictured with Aiken Technical College
President Dr. Forest Mahan.
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A higher calling?
Some optimistic' about
S.C. representation in
rump administration

BY MAAYAN SCHECHTER
AND CHRISTINA CLEVELAND
mschechter@aikenstandard.com,
ccleveland@aikenstandard.com
South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley

met with President­elect Donald

Trump on Thursday in Trump Tow­
er in New York City amid news her
name has been floated around for

secretary of state.
Haley's Deputy Chief of Staff Rob
Godfrey said through email Haley

was pleased to meet with Trump.
"They had a good discussion, and

she is very encouraged about the com­
ing administration and the new di­
rection it will bring to Washington,"
he said.

Haley's name first showed up as a

Please see HALEY, Page 12A

Haley
from 1A

possible addition to Trump's
cabinet after "Morning Joe"
host and former Florida Con­
gressman Joe Scarborough
tweeted on Wednesday after­
noon, "Sources tell me Don­
ald Trump is now considering
Governor Nikki Haley for Sec­
retary of State."
Scarborough followed that

with, "Trump has spent the
past several days reaching out
to political figures who op­
posed him in the Republican
primary to fill major posi­
tions."
Later, South Carolina's Lt

Gov. Henry McMaster told The
Associated Press he and Haley
had both been reached out to

concerning Trump's cabinet.
Haley has risen in the Repub­

lican Party ranks within the

past two years. She gave the
Republican rebuttal to Presi­
dent Barack Obama's State of
the Union address earlier this
year, and Wednesday, she was
named vice chair of the Repub­
lican Governors Association
for 2017.
Her rebuttal addressed ten­

sion among the GOP, par­
ticularly with then­candidate
Trump, urging the party to re­
sist the "siren call of the angri­
est voices." Her speech didn't
mention Trump's name, but
was widely argued it was him
who she was referring to.
She was praised nationally for

echoing loud calls to take down
the Confederate flag from the
Statehouse grounds follow­
ing the shooting of nine black
churchgoers at the the historic

Emanuel AME Church in
Charleston in summer 2015.
Though Haley's meeting with
Trump Thursday went well,
the two have traded remarks
back and­forth, more critiqu­
ing than commending.
On Twitter, Haley was fa­
mously known for respond­
ing to a shot at her from Trump
with, "Bless your Heart."
Haley's relationship with
Trump appeared to have
bloomed post­election follow­
ing Trump's win over former
Secretary of State Hillary Clin­
ton. Haley previously endorsed
Florida Sen. Marco Rubio in
the primaries.
Following Haley's meet­

ing, Sen. Lindsey Graham, of
South Carolina, commended
Haley's job as governor of the

Palmetto State in an email to

media."She's done a good job
as Governor of South Caroli­
na. She's talented, capable and
would do a good job in any as­
signment given to her," he said.
"I think Nikki is a traditional

Republican when it comes to
foreign policy — more like
Ronald Reagan than Rand
Paul. I like her a lot. I would

certainly support her."
South Carolina Senate Ma­

jority Leader Shane Massey,
R­Edgefield, said it was great
to see two representatives of
South Carolina being consid­
ered for cabinet positions.
"I think that it's a cool honor
for South Carolina that our
governor would be considered
for position like that," Massey
said by phone Thursday. "It
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also shows just how hard Gov.
Haley has worked."
Both state Reps. Bill Hixon,
R­North Augusta, and Chris
Corley, R­Graniteville, who
endorsed Trump early on the
primary season, said it was also
great to see two South Carolin­
ians considered by the Trump
administration.
Hixon called it "wonderful,"

adding it shows just how Haley
is well respected among the Re­
publican ranks.
Corley said he felt McMaster

would be a great addition to
Trump's team, but was unsure
of Haley, given her lack of for­
eign policy experience. "We
will have to see; this campaign
has been full of surprises," he
said. " ... But whether Nikki

Haley or anything, of course
after Hillary Clinton anything
is (better)."
Even if Trump doesn't

choose Haley for secretary of
state, Hixon added she should
at least be considered for an

ambassador position.
As far as future additions,

Hixon said he'd like to see for­

mer House Speaker Newt Gin­
grich added to the team, and
former New York City Mayor
RudyGiuliani. For Corley, he'd
like to see Texas Sen. Ted Cruz
as U.S. Attorney General and
Alabama Sen. Jeff Sessions as
secretary of state.­

Graniteville sees 'hope' in
Trump, possibly Haley, too
Mel Minitor, co­owner of

Minitor Market in the nearby
Graniteville area, said he liked
Trump, he voted for Trump,
but he doesn't think the South

Carolina governor is ready to
take such a high office.
"I don't think our governor

has done enough for this state.
I haven't seen where she's done
that much for this area," he
said, pointing toward a for­
mer red­brick mill, once a large
employer in Aiken County and
now remains vacant after shut­

ting its doors years ago. "I just
don't see it."

Trump's "America first" mes­
sage seems to have resonated
with voters in the Graniteville

area of Aiken County. Once
driven by the textile mill in­
dustry, area residents describe
little change since the industry
experienced a downturn there
and around the state.
Minitor said he comes from

seven generations from mer­
chants and boasts he sells meat

and other goods better than
nearbyboxstore. He remembers
when nearby mills were vital
and providing jobs, such as one
in eye distance from his store.
He estimates the plant has been
down since around the 1990s.
"This area is an economically
depressed market," Minitor

said. "You have folks like Wel­
don Wyatt and Christ Central,
Megiddo that are trying, but I
don't think they are reach­
ing everyone. A lot of people
around here have given up.
They are on Social Security,
they are on welfare. We've seen
our EBT market go up. Period."
He said Recleim, a facility in

Graniteville that recycles large
appliance, brought some hope,
but he would like to see more
business in the area.
"We need to have factories.

We've got to go back to build­
ing and manufacturing. If
America is not manufacturing.
What have we got?"
Given the community's

economic downturn, Trump,
Minitor said, is "change we can
believe in."

Hayward Hancock, whose wife
owns the swap shop across the
street from the Minitor Market,
was born and raised in Granite­
ville. He also voted for Trump,
particularly because the pres­
ident­elect is straightforward,
his views of making "America
better" and promise to get the
unemployment rate down.
"A lot of people don't work

around here," Hancock said,
adding he used to work at one of
the mills before it closed down.
He now works at Recleim.
However, Hancock differs

from Minitor. He thinks Haley

would make a great addition
to Trump's administration, as
she's had an impact on South
Carolina as a whole.
"I like her as governor," he

said. "I believe that would be
a pretty good thing.
"Graniteville, he said, "pret­

ty much turned into a ghost
town" as mills shut their doors
right around and after the
time of the Graniteville train
wreck. The wreck resulted in

nine deaths during the pre­
dawn hours of Jan. 6, 2005,
after a "northbound Norfolk

Southern railway freight train
derailed after encountering
an open switch and collided
with a parked train on a siding
track," as engraved on a monu­
ment in Graniteville.
Many pundits and govern­

ment leaders have called Hal­

ey's possible selection among
Trump's administrative
picks as somewhat of a uni­
fier between the Republican
establishment. Hancock said

he agrees with that premise,
though to bring back commu­
nities like Graniteville, a house
cannot be divided.

"Ifyou've got two parties fight­
ing each other over what's going
to happen, its hard to bring ev­
eryone together as one because
everyone has their own beliefs,"
he said. "It needs to be a two­way
street. There's got to be some
compromise on both ends."
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AP FILE PHOTO/RAINIER EHRHARDT

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley has risen in the Republican Party ranks within the past two years and has been mentioned as a secretary of
state candidate in Donald Trump's administration.

STAFF PHOTO BY CHRISTINA CLEVELAND

Mel Minitor, co­owner of Minitor Market, talks about President­elect
Donald Trump and whether South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley would
make a good choice for secretary of state.
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STAFF PHOTO BY MAAYAN SCHECHTER

Many local residents are optimistic President­elect Donald Trump could bring change
to places like the Graniteville community. This view shows a former mill that now sits
empty in the Graniteville area in Aiken County.

STAFF PHOTO BY CHRISTINA CLEVELAND

Hayward Hancock said he's optimistic President­elect
Donald Trump could bring change to places like the
Graniteville community. He also supported S.C. Gov.
Nikki Haley's name being thrown into the mix of possible
administration appointments.
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