
Vermont Enhanced Driver License (EDL)

Passport Passport Card Vermont EDL Real ID

Cost Adults passport book - $100
Child passport book - $65

Must provide photo. Average cost 
for passport photo is $15

Renewal

Adult book is $70 and

Must provide photo. Average cost 
for passport photo is $15

For children, the renewal should be 
the same as above, because they are 
always required to appear in 
person.

Adult passport card - $45
Child passport card - $35

If an adult already has a passport 
book then the passport card is $20.
If a child already has a passport 
book then the passport card is still 
$35.

Renewal

Children must renew in person adult 
passport card will be $20

It is unclear at this point if photo 
must be provided as is the case for a 
passport.

$25. in addition to the standard fees 
for licenses and non-driver ID.

Total fees for these become: 
$65.00 for an Operator (age 18 and 
up)
$52.00 for JR Operator,
$40.00 for new Non Driver ID, 
$45.00 for renewal,
$100.00 for CDL.
Senior Operator License and Non 
Driver ID valid for 4 years. 
Additional cost above standard fee 
is $62.50 over a ten year 
period. CDL licenses have many 
variables, example assumes no 
endorsements.

Not yet known. Presumably similar 
to cost of an EDL.

Availability Available now. Applications accepted as of Feb 1st, 
2008.

Cards will be available in Spring of 
2008.

January 2009 All license holders born on or after 
December 1, 1964 who want a 
REAL ID-compliant license must 
have one by December 1, 2014. All 
license holders - regardless of age - 
who want a REAL ID- compliant 
license have one by December 1, 
2017

Application
process

Apply at Post Office, Court Houses, 
many Town Clerks. Application is 
by mail, passport will arrive in 
about 6 weeks. For an additional 
$60.00 Passport will arrive in about 
3 weeks.

Renewal

By mail, 6 weeks to receive.

Apply at Post Office, Court Houses, 
many Town Clerks. Application is 
by mail, passport card will arrive in 
about 6 weeks.

Renewal

By mail, 6 weeks to receive.

Apply at DMV, EDL will be central 
issue. Customer receives a 
temporary license. EDL will arrive 
in about 5 days.

Renewal

In person, 5 days to receive.

Apply at DMV. Yet to be 
determined,
o Issued at all offices.
o Issued over the counter.
o Central Issue. Issue a temporary 

license and mail Real ID to 
customer.
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Vermont Enhanced Driver License (EDL)

Passport Passport Card EDL Real ID

Documents
Required to 
obtain

Proof of U.S. Citizenship
o Previous U.S. Passport

(mutilated, altered, or damaged 
passports are not acceptable as 
evidence of U.S. citizenship.)

o Certified birth certificate issued 
by the city, county or state

NOTE: A certified birth certificate 
has a registrar's raised, embossed, 
impressed or multicolored seal, 
registrar's signature, and the date 
the certificate was filed with the 
registrar's office, which must be 
within 1 year of your birth. Please 
note that some short (abstract) 
versions of birth certificates may not 
be acceptable for passport purposes.

o Consular Report of Birth 
Abroad or Certification of Birth 

o Naturalization Certificate 
o Certificate of Citizenship

If you do NOT have a previous U.S. 
passport or a certified birth 
certificate, you will need:

Letter of No Record - Issued by the 
State with your name, date of birth, 
which years were searched for a 
birth record and that there is no birth 
certificate on file for you.

AND as many of the following as 
possible:

The passport card is a fully valid 
passport that attests to the U.S. 
citizenship and identity of the 
bearer. As such, the passport card is 
adjudicated to the exact standards as 
the passport book. Applicants must 
provide documents which attest to 
their U.S. citizenship and identity 
such as birth and naturalization 
certificates.

The state shall require, at a 
minimum,
1. presentation and verification of 

a photo identity document;
2. documentation showing the 

applicant's date of birth; and
3. proof of the person's social 

security number; and
4. documentation showing the 

applicant's name and address of 
principle residence.

Documents that can be submitted to 
demonstrate eligibility include a 
valid (unexpired) U.S. Passport, a 
certified state issued birth
certificate, Certificate of
Naturalization (Form N-550, N- 
570), or Certificate of Citizenship 
(Form N-560, N-561); a Department 
of State Consular Report of Birth 
Abroad (FS-240, DS-1350, F-545), 
and one of the following types of 
government-issued photo 
identification.
• Military ID
• Valid driver's license or State

Identification card (not
temporary or learner permit)

• Government (Federal, Vermont 
State, Vermont municipal) 
employee identification card.

At least one of the documents must 
include the date of birth.

If the social security card is not 
available, the person may present

With exception of proving US 
Citizenship the required documents 
are essentially the same as for the 
EDL.

At least one of these, valid and 
unexpired, documents must be 
presented to obtain a REAL ID- 
compliant DL/ID: 
o US Passport
o Certified copy of a US birth 

certificate
o Consular report of birth abroad 
o Permanent Resident Card 
o Employment Authorization 

Document
o Foreign Passport with US Visa 

and approved Form I-94
o US Certificate of Citizenship 
o US Certificate of Naturalization 
o REAL ID DL/ID issued by a 

State subsequent to compliance 
with the DHS standards

o Such other documents as DHS 
may designate by notice 
published in the Federal 
Register

Document and Data Verification 
Both document authentication and 
data verification are necessary to 
verify the validity of source 
identification documents. The 
information contained on, and 
collected from, source documents 
must be verified with the 
organization that issued the 
document. DHS envisions that
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Vermont Enhanced Driver License (EDL)

• Baptismal certificate
• Hospital birth certificate
• Census record
• Early school record
• Family bible record
• Doctor's record of post-natal 

care

NOTES: These documents must be 
early public records showing the 
date and place of birth, preferably 
created within the first five years of 
your life.

any of the following documents 
bearing the applicant's SSN:
• W-2 form
• SSA-1099 form
• Non-SSA-1099 form
• Pay stub with the applicant's 

name and SSN

At least two documents, of the 
State's choice, must demonstrate the 
applicant's address of principal 
residence. These documents must 
include the individual's name and 
principle residence.

Temporary or altered documents are 
not acceptable. Other documents 
that may also be used to support 
identity determination include legal 
documents depicting marriages, 
divorces and name changes.

States will query both federal 
reference databases and perform 
State-to-State data exchanges. DHS 
notes that most States already query 
the Social Security Administration 
(SSA) database to match SSN 
through the SSOLV (Social Security 
On-Line Verification) system, and 
some States also use batch methods 
to query the SSA.
Other verification systems required 
include: a State-to-State agency data 
exchange system, the DHS 
SAVE/SEVIS (Systematic Alien 
Verification for Entitlements
Student and Exchange Visitor 
Information System), the
Department of State (DOS) query 
system, and the EVVE (Electronic 
Verification of Vital Events) 
system. DHS will work with 
NAPHSIS (National Association of 
Public Health Statistics and 
Information Systems) and through 
the States to establish a vital 
statistics verification system

Uses Passport Services recommends that 
the following U.S. citizens maintain 
valid U.S. passports.... Those

• with family living or traveling 
abroad

• thinking about a vacation 
abroad, or

• with a job that could require 
international travel.

The passport card will facilitate 
entry and expedite document 
processing at U.S. land and sea 
ports-of-entry when arriving from 
Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean and 
Bermuda. The card may not be 
used to travel by air. It will 
otherwise carry the rights and 
privileges of the U.S. passport.

The EDL/ID meets federal 
requirements, and is an approved 
alternative to a passport for re-entry 
into the U.S at land and sea borders 
between the U.S., Canada, Mexico, 
Bermuda, and the Caribbean under 
The Western Hemisphere Travel 
Initiative (WHTI).

Under current rules, a REAL ID 
compliant license will be required 
for accessing a Federal facility; 
boarding Federally-regulated
commercial aircraft; and entering 
nuclear power plants. Current rules 
indicate that a REAL ID compliant 
license will NOT be acceptable as a 
border crossing document.
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Passport Passport Card EDL Real ID

Domestic 
Air Travel Yes No No1 Yes

International
Air Travel Yes No No No

Land/Sea 
border 
crossing 
(WHTI)

Yes Yes Yes No

Access to 
Federal 
Buildings

Yes No No1 Yes

Operate a 
motor 
vehicle

No No Yes Yes

1 DHS has indicated that it will be possible to ensure the EDL is Real ID compliant. We are still reviewing Real ID rules to see where possible changes will need to be made. 
Once Real ID compliant the EDL will be good for Domestic Air Travel and for gaining access to Federal Buildings.
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