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IN MY FIRST STATE OF THE STATE MESSAGE IN JANUARY OF 1975 

DJ ~~ I STATE;, "THE QUEST TO IMPROVE EDUCATION/OPPORTUNITY IN SOUTH 

CAROLINA MUST NEVER ST0r. FOR EDUCATION IS A SACRED POSSESSION 

OF WHICH MAN CANNOT BE ROBBEi AND IS ONE OF THE BEST INDICATIONS 

OF OUR STATE'S PROGRESS." I AM THE SON OF EDUCATORfND MY LOVE 

AND RESPECT FOR THE PROFESSION HAS NOT WAIVERED. 

EDUCATION IN SOUTH CAROLINA MUST REMAIN A TOP PRIORITY, 

viE I::!t\VE..MADE SUBSTANTIAL PROGR;SS., :IX MILLION DOLLARS IN 

FEDERAL FUNDS WERE CHANNELED INTO EXPANDING THE KINDERGARTEN I 
PAYING TEACHERi- TEACHERS AIDEs! MAINTENANC~ CUSTODIAN~AND 
SECURITY PERSONNEL(~4-•• ~ jItdIIL~ 

IT NOW APPEARS THAT OUR TEACHERS g.'!,DEVOT7zTHEIR TIME TO 

TEACHINGrTHER THAN SERVING AS DISCIPLINARIANS, THIS IS A TRIBUTE 

TO YOLI THE SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORSj FACUL TI AND THE LAW ABIDING 

CITIZENS OF OUR STATE;. PERHAP~PHILOSOPHICALLYfE I~,',' II!! ... R 

~~GETHER ~AND CAN LOOK TO THE FUTURE AS AN EDUCATIONAL 

EXPERIENCE RATHER THAN A SOCIAL EXPERIMENT. - > 

YES /WE tJAV...E COME A LONG WAY. WE ARE REACHING OUT TO NEW 

HORIZONS IN EDUCATION, I AM PARTICULARLY PROUD OF THE SCHOOL 

FOR SUPERDAND TALENTED STUDENTS WHICH WAS SUCCESSFULLY 

CONDUCTED.f'~LEGE OF Cf-!ARLESTON I _ tl--£.t:v ~ ~ 
~1r~~4--ot..~. £1-



I AM ALSO PLEASED WITH THE EXCELLENT LEADERSHIP WE HAVE IN -
THE FIELD OF EDUCATION .. MORE AND MORE OF OUR TOP COLLEGE 

GRADUATES ARE CHOOSING EDUCATION AS THEIR LIFE'S WORK. THEIR 

TALENTS CAN WELL BE USEfs WE SEEK TO MEET THE CHALLENGES 

OF THE FUTURE. 

LOOKING TO FUTURE NEEDs} HAVE A LIST OF PRIORITIES, THE 

GREATEST OF WHICH IS TO BRING ABOUT EQUALIZATION OF EDUCATIONAL 

OPPORTUNITIES. 

THE CONCEPT IS FAR SIMPLEfHAN THE I~LEMENTATI~N. IN 

DOLLARS PER PUPIY. WE RANGED FROM $568 TO OVER A THOUSAND 

DOLLARS, IN 1969, THE DIFFERENTIAL RANGE WAS $184 PER PUPIY, 

TODAY IT IS $436 PER PUPIL. OVER A 12-YEAR PERIOD OF TIME, WE ARE 

SPENDING AS MUCH AS $5,232---.MORE/ON ONE STUDENT THAN ON ANOTHER. 
I 

BURDEN ON PROPERTY OWNERS. PROPERTY TAXES TO SUPPORT LOCAL 

SCHOOLS VARY FROM 48 MILS. TO 193 M I LS. IN DOLLARS 4HE RANGE IS ~ __ (I 

FROM A LO~ OF $:6 TO A H~GH 0:lt;/;:'SED ON A $20,000 HOME. :.L 
~~~ .• ~.r~;Ik ~(!...~~~h~~ 

GENTLEME7 WE AR~ ON THE THRESHOLD OF GRAPPLING WITH 
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EQUALIZATION IN SOUTH CAROLINA. OVER EIGHTEEN MONTHS AG(I 

ESTABLISHED A STATEWIDE COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT AN INDEPT STUDY 

OF PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCING, THE STI lOX LAID THE GROUND WORK FOR -
THE EQUALIZATION BILL, I TRUST OUR STATE LEGISLATURE WILL GIVE ~ 

PRIORITY TO THIS NEED. THE CHANGES WE RECOMMEND ARE eoOrtJ~ d- - , ---~, 

THERE WILL BE A CLINIC ON EQUALIZATION FRIDAY AND SATURDAY. 

THIs) SO I AM TOLD) WILL BE A NUTS AND BOLTS SESSION}vvHICH 

SHOULD BE BENEFICIAL TO ALL CONCERNED, YOU WILL HAVE AN 

OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS ALL ASPECTS OF EQUALIZATION WITH 

MEMBERS OF MY STAF'I~ SENATOR WADDEL7AND REPRESENTATIVE 

THEODORE. 

I HAVE LONG BEEN A PROPONENT OF INCLUDING FREE ENTERPRISE 

DOCTRINE IN_ ALL SCHOOL CURRICULUM, WHY FREE ENTERPRISE? 

BECAUSE IT IS THE FOUNDATION OF OUR DEMOCRACY /... IT IS THE 

ESSENCE OF OUR ECONOMIC REALITY II. OUR YOUNg PEOPLE NEED 

TO BE BETTER INFORMED ON THIS SYSTEM SO THEY CAN UNDERSTAND 

~ 
THE FACTS 0FJtLlFE. THE COLD HARD FACTS ABOUT MONEY Y PUBLIC 

AND PRIVATE. + _ ,)4~~ ... ,e. •. -~.:::.~? 
16e ... C ~~ ~':f~ 1';l;f-4>o<-~? 

I WO LD LIKE TO L VE YOU WI H SOME PRO KING QU TIONS. 

1) D AN ADEQUA E PAY SCHE ULE FOR 

2) 
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3) LL Y NEED TO ~~~ 

4) 
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