
From: Wingo, Karen <Karen.Wingo@dss.sc.gov>
To: Veldran, KatherineKatherineVeldran@gov.sc.gov

Pisarik, HollyHollyPisarik@gov.sc.gov
Date: 1/16/2016 1:04:31 PM

Subject: Fwd: Time Sensitive - Update on Refugee Resettlement Bills

FYI 
 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:
 

From:  Jason Lee <JLee@wr.org>
 
Date:  January 15, 2016 at 9:09:26 PM EST
 
To: "Wingo, Karen" <Karen.Wingo@dss.sc.gov>
 
Subject: Re: Time Sensitive - Update on Refugee Resettlement Bills

Ms. Wingo,

Thanks you for reaching out. We were unaware, though expected something of the sort to be proposed, 
of the details and that there are two proposed bills. 

I have passed this information on to our legal, legislative advocacy, and executive leadership at our 
national office and we''ll be touch. 

Sincerely,

Jason Lee

Director of World Relief Spartanburg 

(864)205-9189
http://www.WorldRelief.org
STAND/FOR THE VULNERABLE

From: Wingo, Karen <Karen.Wingo@dss.sc.gov>
 
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 6:15 PM
 
To: Bedrija Jazic; Jason Lee
 
Cc: Pisarik, Holly; Veldran, Katherine; Addison, Dorothy; Gillum, Amber
 
Subject: Time Sensitive - Update on Refugee Resettlement Bills
 
Bedrija and Jason,
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As you are likely aware, several bills related to refugee resettlement activities in the state have been filed 
and, if passed, could have a significant impact on refugee resettlement activities in the state. Two bills 
have been filed in the Senate and have been referred to Committee. Therefore, I wanted to ensure that you 
were aware of the bills and their current status at the legislature. I have put the information regarding the 
bills below.  They are scheduled for debate on Tuesday and Wednesday. Those hearings will be held 30 
mins after the Senate adjourns on Tuesday and Wednesday in Room 105 of the Gressette Building.  After 
you have had a chance to review this information, please give me a call to discuss any information you or 
your national organizations have that would assist us in providing factual information relevant to the bills. 
You can reach me anytime over the weekend via email or on my cell phone at (803) 603-1223.
 
All the best,
Karen
 
 
 
The first bill, S.928 would require the cessation of activities relating to refugees by agencies of the State 
“United States Department of State has reexamined the security concerns and established new processes 
for acceting refugees into the program. The full text of the bill is below in red, as well as a link to it.
 
SECTION    1.    All agencies of the State of South Carolina shall immediately cease any involvement 
relating to refugees placed in this State as of the effective date of this act pursuant to the federal Refugee 
Resettlement Program until the United States Department of State has reexamined the security concerns 
and established new processes for accepting refugees into the program.

SECTION    2.    No agency of the State of South Carolina shall accept nor aid in the acceptance of any new 
refugees after the effective date of this act pursuant to the federal Refugee Resettlement Program until 
the United States Department of State has reexamined the security concerns and established new 
processes for accepting refugees into the program.

SECTION    3.    The State Law Enforcement Division, in conjunction with local law enforcement agencies, 
shall confirm that any refugees placed in South Carolina by the federal government pursuant to the 
Refugee Resettlement Program do not pose a public safety risk. The State Law Enforcement Division 
must report to the General Assembly its findings regarding public safety risks as soon as practicable.

SECTION    4.    This joint resolution takes effect upon approval by the Governor

http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess121_2015-2016/bills/928.htm

 
The second bill, S.997 would require refugees resettled in this state to provide personal identifying 
information to DSS and update it regularly. SCDSS would be required to maintain the information on its 
website. Additionally, the legislation would impose civil liability on voluntary resettlement organizations 
and their directors for certain enumerated actions. The full text of the bill is below in red, as well as a link 
to it.

SECTION    1.    Chapter 1, Title 43 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:

"Section 43-1-730.    (A)(1)    Refugees placed in this State pursuant to the federal Refugee Resettlement 
Program are required to register with the Department of Social Services within thirty days of entering the 
State.

(2)    In order to register with the department, the refugee shall provide the refugee's name, address, 
telephone number, job status, name and contact information of the refugee's employer, if any, all state, 
local, or federal assistance provided to the refugee, criminal record, and any other information that the 

http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess121_2015-2016/bills/928.htm
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t43c001.php#43-1-730


department determines to be relevant. Within ten days of any of the information required for 
registration changing, the refugee must update his registration.

(3)    The registration information required in item (2) shall be maintained by the department on a 
database available to the public on the department's internet website."

SECTION    2.    Title 15, Chapter 5 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:

"Section    15-5-220.    (A)    For the purposes of this section, 'person' shall mean any individual, firm, 
partnership, limited liability company, association, corporation, receiver, trustee, any group or 
combination acting as a unit, the State, any state agency, any instrumentality, authority, political 
subdivision, or municipality.

(B)    A person that provided sponsorship or resettlement services to a refugee being relocated to this 
State from a country recognized by the federal government as a state sponsor of terrorism who causes 
the death of or personal injury to the person or destroys, damages, or steals property, real, personal or 
mixed, belonging to the person, is entitled to recover damages in a civil action in a court of competent 
jurisdiction from the voluntary resettlement organization and the organization's directors, individually."

SECTION    3.    As of the effective date of this act, no state or local funds may be expended to directly or 
indirectly benefit a refugee placed in South Carolina under the Refugee Resettlement Program. Funds 
may not be expended pursuant to this provision until separate legislation authorizing the expenditures is 
enacted.

SECTION    4.    This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess121_2015-2016/bills/997.htm

 

 
 
Karen Luchka Wingo
Director of Communications and Legislative Affairs
South Carolina Department of Social Services
 
1535 Confederate Avenue
Columbia, South Carolina 29202

Office Phone: (803) 898-8030
 
Email: karen.wingo@dss.sc.gov
www.dss.sc.gov
 
 

 
Privacy Notice: This message may contain information that is protected from disclosure by federal and/or state law, or is 
otherwise privileged or confidential.  This communication is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is 
addressed.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message is strictly prohibited and 
violations of applicable federal and/or state law may subject you to civil and/or criminal penalties.  If you have received this 
message in error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone and delete this message
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Do not use this email to make a report of abuse or neglect.  To make a report of abuse or neglect, please call your local DSS office or law 
enforcement immediately.
 


