
Trump, Cruz go at each other in debate
By JULIE PACE
and BILL BARROW
Associated Press
NORTH CHARLESTON ­

Republican presidential candidates
Donald Trump and Ted Cruz clashed
Thursday night over the Texas sena­
tor's eligibility to serve as commander
in chief and the businessman's "New
York values," ending months of civility
between fiery contenders seeking to
tap into voter anger and frustration.
Two hours of prime­time argument

presented voters a sharp contrast to
the optimistic vision of America that
President Barack Obama painted in
his State of the Union address ear­
lier this week. The candidates warned
of dire risks to national security and

challenged claims of recent economic
gains for the middle class.
The heated exchanges between

Trump and Cruz dominated much of
the contest, with the real estate mogul
saying the senator has a "big ques­
tion mark" hanging over his candi­
dacy given his birth in Canada to an
American mother.
"You can't do that to the party,"

Trump declared.
Cruz suggested Trump was only

turning on him because he's chal­
lenging Trump's lead, particularly in
Iowa, which kicks off voting on Feb. 1.
The senator was also on the defensive

about his failure to disclose on fed­
eral election forms some $1 million
in loans from Wall Street banks dur­
ing his 2012 Senate campaign, saying
it was little more than a "paperwork
error."
Cruz also renewed his criticism of

Trump's "New York values," a coded
questioning of his rival's conserva­
tism. But the biting barb appeared
to backfire, eliciting an unexpected­
ly emotional response from Trump
about his hometown's response to the
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Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.
At times, the contest

between some of the more
mainstream candidates seek­
ing to emerge as an alternative
to Trump and Cruz was just
as fiery, particularly between
Florida Sen. Marco Rubio and
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie.
Rubio likened Christie's pol­

icies to President Obama's, par­
ticularly on guns, Planned Par­
enthood and education reform
­ an attack Christie declared

false. Seeking to undermine
Rubio's qualifications for presi­
dent, Christie suggested that
senators "talk and talk and
talk" while governors such as
himself are "held accountable
for everything you do."
Still, Trump and Cruz domi­

nated much of the debate, the
first of the new year.
Cruz accused Trump of rais­

ing questions about his citizen­
ship simply as a response to his

stronger standing in the polls
that Trump still frequently
touts in campaign events. The
senator was also on the defen­
sive about his failed disclosure
on federal election forms of
some $1 million in loans from
Wall Street banks during his
2012 Senate campaign, saying
it was little more than a "paper­
work error."
Thursday night's debate

came at the end of a week that

has highlighted anew the deep
rifts in the Republican Party.
South Carolina Gov. Nikki
Haley, a rising GOP star, was
widely praised by many party
leaders for including a veiled
criticism of Trump's angry
rhetoric during her response
to Obama's State of the Union
address ­ only to be chastised
by conservative commentators
and others for the exact same
comment.
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ASSOCIATED PRESS
Businessman Donald Trump speaks as Republican presidential candidate,
Sen. Ted Cruz, R­Texas, looks on during the Fox Business Network
Republican presidential debate Thursday at the North Charleston
Coliseum, in North Charleston.
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What topGOPhopefulsneed to do in S.C. debate
BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com
With presidential primar­

ies weeks, not months,
away, the time has come for
Republican candidates to
make their moves to gain
momentum just before first
voters begin cast ballots.
A GOP debate at the

North Charleston Coliseum
and Performing Arts Center
on Thursday is expected to
jump start the final push.
The Iowa caucus takes place
Feb. 1.
In South Carolina, which

holds the South's first pri­
mary on Feb. 20, five candi­
dates have separated them­
selves from the field of 12:
New York billionaire Donald
Trump; U.S. Sens. Ted Cruz
of Texas and Marco Rubio
of Florida; retired Maryland
neurosurgeon Ben Carson;
and former Florida Gov. Jeb
Bush.
Here's what the top five

polling Republicans in South
Carolina, listed in order
their current ranking, need
to do to succeed in the de­

bate Thursday:
Donald Trump: Don't

get knocked off the ped­
estal. He will attack others
on the stage a bit (when has
he not), but he should save
it for the main foes: Cruz
and Rubio. Look for an
exchange with Cruz over his
citizenship. Trump also
should take up air time
minimize competitors'
chances to talk ­ or criticize
him. Avoid getting (or look­
ing) tired by the end of
two­hour debate. Have any
details for all those boasts
making America great
again? Might be time to
share some.
Ted Cruz: Find a way

past March 15. Go after
Trump to make in­roads
outside Iowa. Show where
Trump is weak and vague.
Avoid prolonged side de­
bates with Rubio that might
give Trump a chance at the
high road. Can he articulate
positions that might attract
voters worried that he's too

far to the right? Would help,
but with roughly a dozen
Southern and Midwest
heartland states holding
primaries and caucuses
before March 15, he might
need to worry about that too
much.
Marco Rubio: Solidify

the position as the establish­
ment choice. This might be
the time to ratchet up at­
tacks on the top two. The
horse race is about to start,
and Rubio needs to get
closer to the leaders. Show a
more realistic approach to
foreign relations and the
economy, which has started
2016 in midst of a stock
market turmoil, as opposed
to his main rivals. Avoid
fights with those polling
behind him (that means
Bush in particular). Play the
smart, reasonable guy in the
room.
Ben Carson: Stop the

free fall. He was the No. 2
guy for much of the fall.
Now he's in the single­digit
club in polls. Bad news?

Debates have not been his
strong suit. Not even close.
He would need to turn in a
top­notch dynamic perform­
ance he's not shown on a
televised stage to work his
way back into the top three
from North Charleston. His
best hope appears to be his
grassroots supporters com­
ing out on primary and cau­
cus election days like they
do at his appearances.
Jeb Bush: Time is run­

ning out. Among the early
primary states, the cam­
paign's big spender is most
competitive in South Car­
olina ­and he's fifth. He
went after Trump at the last
debate. He'll probably do so
again ­ bolstered by S.C.
Gov. Nikki Haley's crit­
icisms this week. Look for
attacks at one­time protegee
Rubio, the punching bag of
new ads by the pro­Bush
super PAC. He needs a
stellar performance and
must show that voters were
right to make him the early
front­runner.
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Reportcard: Sevenpossible GOP
choicesfor Vice President
BY DAVIDLIGHTMAN
dlightman@mcclatchydc.com
WASHINGTON
NikkiHaleyforvicepresi­

dent?
Lettherunawayspec­

ulationbegin.
ThegovernorofSouth

Carolinaleapedintothe
forefrontofpossible2016
Republicanrunningmates
Tuesdaywithheraddress
followingPresidentBarack
Obama'sStateoftheUnion
speech.AndshetoldNBC's
MattLaueronWednesday
thatwhileshe'snotcam­
paigningforthejob,she
would"sitdownandtalk"
withanycandidateinterest­
edinher.
Still,therearemanypos­

sibles:

SEN.ROBPORTMANOF
OHIO
Pros:ExperienceasWhite

Housebudgetdirectorand
U.S.traderepresentative.In
2010,the60­year­oldPort­
maneasilywonelectionto
theSenateinacriticalstate.
He'sconsideredathoughtful
center­rightvoice.
Cons:Quiet,unexciting,

notconservativeenoughfor
theGOPright.

NEVADAGOV.BRIAN
SANDOVAL
Pros:Wasafederaljudge,

confirmed89­0bytheSen­
ate.In2010,the52­year­old
Sandovalwonthegovernor­
shipoverRoryReid,sonof

SenateDemocraticleader
HarryReid.Easilywonre­
electionin2014.
Cons:Untestedbeyond

Nevada,andunexciting.See
Portman.

NEWMEXICOGOV.
SUSANAMARTINEZ
Pros:Thenation'sfirst

Latinagovernor,the56­year­
oldMartinezmadeTime
magazine's2013listofthe

world's100mostinfluential
people.Re­electedlastyear.
Cons:SantaFeNew

Mexicanreportedfederal
investigatorsarelooking
intocampaignpractices.

SEN.MARCORUBIOOF
FLORIDA
Pros:Yes,he'sseeking

theGOPpresidentialnomi­
nation.ButifRubio,44,
doesn'twin,andrunsa
crediblerace,he'llgetalook
forthesecondspot.He's
young,Cuban­American,
andfromapivotalstate.
Cons:Sofarhehasn't

gottenmuchmomentumor
stirredmuchpassionamong
Republicansnationwide.

SEN.KELLYAYOTTEOF
NEWHAMPSHIRE
Pros:Ayotte,47,isre­

spectedintheSenateasa
thoughtfulvoiceonnational
securitymatters.Wona
Senateseatinaswingstate.
Cons:Notastrongpublic

speakerandfacesatough
re­electioncampaignthis
year.

SEN.JOHNTHUNEOF
SOUTHDAKOTA
Pros:ARepublicanhero

becausehebeatSenateDem­
ocraticleaderTomDaschle
in2004.PartofGOPSenate
leadership,Thune,55,is
knownassteady,thoughtful.
Cons:Fromasmallstate,

doesn'tcreatemuchcam­
paignexcitement.

SOUTHCAROLINAGOV.
NIKKIHALEY
Onpapertherearelotsof

reasonsHaleymakessense.
Southerner.Daughterof
Indianimmigrants.Awoman
whowouldbeontheticketof
apartybadlyneedinghelp
winningwomenvoters.43
yearsold.Second­term
governor.Showedlotsofgrit
lastyearwhensheledthe
movetoremovetheConfed­
erateflagfromtheState­
housegrounds.
Ofcourse,thisallassumes

there'slogicinvolvedin
pickingavicepresidential
candidate.Andthereoften
isn't.
Haleywouldfacethesame

questionsthatsurfaceevery
foursummers,asnominees
considertheirrunningmate:
–Canshegetalongper­

sonallyandphilosophi­
callywiththenominee?A

conservativemaywant
someonemoretothecenter.
Sen.TedCruzofTexas,for
instance,maywanttosoften
theticket'simagebygoing
withthemoremoderateJohn
Kasich,thegovernorofOhio.
Haleyhasareputationasa
tougherconservative.Flip
side:DonaldTrump,the
currentRepublicanfront­
runner,mayneedsomeone
suchasHaleytocounterhis
roughedges.
–Willthevetters,the

investigatorswhowill
scrutinizeeverysecondof
herlife,findenoughto
raisedoubtsinthenomi­
nee'smind?Whoknows?
–Willtheprimaryand

caucusprocessproducea
runner­upwhodoesso
well,andproveshimself
sobattle­tested,thatthe
nomineefeelshe'sgotto
puthimorheronthetick­
et?Ithappenedin2004
whenDemocratJohnKerry
choseSen.JohnEdwardsof
NorthCarolina.
–Willthenomineewant

someonewhocancarrya
swingstate?Afterall,
chancesareSouthCarolinais
goingtobesafeRepublican
territoryinthegeneralelec­
tion.Whilegeographyrarely
mattersinthesedecisions
(2008nomineeSarahPalin
camefromAlaska),itstillis
inthemix.
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Associated Press

S.C.Gov. NikkiHaley speaks
tothecrowdat theKemp
Forum,Saturday in
Columbia. Issheapotential
vicepresidential candidate?
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Haley'saddresswinspraise
frommany,jeersfromTrump
BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com
Rave reviews for Gov. Nikki

Haley'sState ofthe Union re­
sponse pouredfromleading politi­
calfigures Wednesday, though a
target ofher criticism inthead­
dress­GOP presidential front­
runnerDonald Trump ­fired
back atthe S.C. Republican.
Haley wonpraisefrom manyfor

sayingTuesday that Republicans
should acceptpartof theblame for
dysfunction inWashingtonand
warning GOP voterstoavoidfol­
lowing "thesirencallof thean­
griestvoices," areference to
Trump.
Republicans leadersissued

statements ofsupport for Haley,

andshe also gotathumbs upfrom
aDemocratic WhiteHouseleader.
"Ihave a lotof admirationfor the
governor," DenisMcDonough, the
WhiteHouse chiefof staff, told
The New YorkTimes. "Byno
meansam I trying toendorse
everything that she's doing,but I
dothinkthat a lotof this,includ­
ingparts ofthe speechlast night,
wereadmirable."
Furman University political

scientist DanielleVinsonsaid
Haley offered something that has
been missing fromGOP presi­
dential candidates. "She didmore
talking about herparty's positive
agendathan anysingle(one) of

themhas doneall year," shesaid.
Much ofthe talk themorning

after Haley'saddress centered on
hervice presidentialambitions in
the 2016race.The nation's young­

SEE HALEY,10A

S.C.governortook on fellow
Republicans,GOP presidential
front­runnerTrump

Says shewouldtalktocandidates
who seeheras possiblevice
presidentialchoice

TrumpcallsHaleyweak on illegal
immigration

HALEY
FROMPAGE1A
estsittinggovernorgavethe
sameanswerthatshehas
offeringformonths,telling
morning­TVshowhoststhat
sheiswillingtospeakwith
presidentialcandidateswho
wanttoconsiderherforthe
No.2spot.
LaterWednesday,Trump

hitback.
TheNewYorkbillionaire

toldFoxNewsandMSNBC
thatheisleadinginS.C.
polls"byalot."Heleads
U.S.Sen.TedCruzofTexas
33percentto22percent,
accordingtoanaverageof
pollsbyRealClearPolitics,
thoughnonewS.C.polls
havebeenreleasedinnearly
amonth.
TrumpsaidHaleyisweak

onillegalimmigration,but
hedidnotofferdetails.The
governorsaidtwiceinher
addressTuesdaythatmore
workisneededtostopun­
documentedimmigrants.
TrumptoldMSNBCthat

Haleyisaverynicewoman,
thoughtheyhavenotspoken
inawhile.Trumpdonated
$7,000toHaley'stwogu­
bernatorialcampaignsand
$5,000toapoliticalgroup
withtiestothegovernor.
"Shecomesuptomy

officewhenshewantscam­
paigncontributions,andI've
givenhertremendouscon­
tributionovertheyears,"
Trumpsaid."But,Iguess,
nowthatI'mrunning,she
doesn'tlikemeasmuch.She
likesmemorewhenI'ma

giverofcontributionsthan
whenI'mnot."
TrumptoldFoxNewsthat

Haley,whoturns44next
week,wasnotofftoagood
startifshewantstobehis
runningmate.
HaleysaidWednesday

toneandlanguagematters
intheelection,especially
withTrump,whomshe
calledafriend."Theone
thatgotmeiswhenhesaid,
'BanallMuslims,'"shesaid.
"Whenyou'vegotimmi­
grantscomingherelegally,
we'veneverinthehistoryof
thiscountrypassedanylaw
orpassedanythingbasedon
raceorreligion.Let'snot
startthatnow.Ihavebeen
throughthosefights.That's
notworthit.Wewantto

moveAmericaforward."
Haleysaidshedoesnot

agreewithothercandidates
onallissues,includingU.S.
Sen.MarcoRubio,R­Fla.,
whooncebackedamnesty
forundocumentedimmi­
grants,apositionhenowhas
backedawayfrom."WhatI
wouldsaytoMr.Trumpis,
'Don'ttakeitpersonally,'"
shesaid."'Thisisjustsome­
thingthatwejustlearnedin
SouthCarolinathatI'm
passingalong.Takeitifyou
want.Don'ttakeitifyou
don't.ButIthinkourcoun­
trywouldbebetterifyou
takeit.'"
Someotherconservatives

werenotimpressedSouth
Carolina'sfirstfemalecrit­
icizedherownparty.
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''BYNOMEANSAMI
TRYINGTO
ENDORSE
EVERYTHINGTHAT
SHE'SDOING,BUTI
DOTHINKTHATA
LOTOFTHIS,
INCLUDINGPARTS
OFTHESPEECH
LASTNIGHT,WERE
ADMIRABLE.

Denis McDonough,White
House chief of staff
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Reportcard:Haley
among7possible
GOPchoices for VP
BY DAVIDLIGHTMAN
McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON
Nikki Haley forvice

president?
Letthe runawayspec­

ulation begin.
The governor ofSouth

Carolina leapedinto the
forefront of possible 2016
Republican running mates
Tuesday with heraddress
following PresidentBa­
rack Obama's Stateof the
Union speech.And she
told NBC'sMatt Laueron
Wednesday that while
she's not campaigning for
the job, shewould "sit
down andtalk" withany
candidate interestedin
her.
Still, there aremany

possibles:

U.S. SEN.ROB
PORTMAN OF OHIO
Pros: Experience as

WhiteHouse budgetdi­
rector and U.S.trade rep­
resentative. In2010,the
60­year­old Portman
easily wonelection tothe
Senatein acriticalstate.
He'sconsidered a
thoughtful center­right
voice.
Cons:Quiet, unexcit­

ing, notconservative
enough forthe GOP right.

NEVADAGOV.BRIAN
SANDOVAL
Pros: Was a federal

judge, confirmed 89­0 by
the Senate.In2010,the

52­year­old Sandoval won
the governorshipover
Rory Reid,sonof Senate
Democratic leader Harry
Reid. Easilywonre­elec­
tion in2014.
Cons:Untestedbeyond

Nevada,and unexciting.
See Portman.
NEWMEXICO GOV.
SUSANA MARTINEZ
Pros: The nation's first

Latina governor,the 56­
year­oldMartinez made
Time magazine's2013 list
of theworld's 100 most
influential people. Re­
elected last year.
Cons: SantaFe New

Mexicannewspaper re­
portedfederal investiga­
torsare looking intocam­
paign practices.

U.S. SEN.MARCO RUBIO
OF FLORIDA
Pros: Yes, he's seeking

the GOPpresidential
nomination.But ifRubio,
44,doesn't win,and runs
acredible race, he'llgeta
look for thesecond spot.
He'syoung, Cuban­Amer­
ican andfromapivotal
state.
Cons: So farhe hasn't

achieved much momen­
tum or stirred much pas­
sionamong Republicans
nationwide.

U.S. SEN.KELLY AYOTTE
OF NEWHAMPSHIRE
Pros: Ayotte, 47, is

respected intheSenate as
athoughtful voice on
national securitymatters.
Won aSenate seat ina
swingstate.
Cons: Notastrong

public speaker andfaces a
toughre­election cam­
paign thisyear.

U.S. SEN. JOHNTHUNE
OF SOUTH DAKOTA
Pros: A Republican hero

because hebeat Senate
Democratic leader Tom
Daschlein2004.Partof
GOP Senateleadership,
Thune,55, isknown as
steady, thoughtful.
Cons: From asmall

state, doesn'tcreate much
campaign excitement.
HALEY
On paperthere are lots

of reasonsHaley makes
sense. Southerner. Daugh­
ter of Indianimmigrants.
A woman whowould be
onthe ticket ofaparty
badly needing help win­
ning female voters.43
years old.Second­term
governor. Showed lotsof
gritlast year when sheled
the movetoremovethe
Confederate flag fromthe
StateHouse grounds.
Ofcourse,this all as­

sumes there'slogic in­
volved inpickingavice
presidential candidate.
And there oftenisn't.
Haley would facethe

same questions that sur­

face everyfour summers,
as nomineesconsidertheir
running mate:
ACan sheget alongwith

the nominee? Aconserva­
tive mightwant someone
moreto thecenter.U.S.
Sen.Ted Cruzof Texas,
for instance, mightwant
tosoften theticket's im­
age bygoingwith the
moremoderate JohnKas­
ich,the governor of Ohio.
Haley hasareputation as
atougher conservative.
Flipside:Donald Trump,
the currentRepublican
front­runner, mightneed
someone suchas Haley to
counter hisroughedges.
AWillthe vetters, the

investigators whowill
scrutinize every secondof
herlife, find enoughto
raise doubts inthenomi­
nee'smind?
AWillthe primaryand

caucusprocess produce a
runner­up whodoes so
well,and proveshimself
so battle­tested,that the
nomineefeels he'sgot to
put him or heronthe
ticket? Ithappened in
2004 when Democrat
John Kerry chosethen­
U.S. Sen.John Edwardsof
NorthCarolina.
AWillthe nomineewant

someone who cancarry a
swingstate? South Car­
olinais safeRepublican
territoryinthe general
election.
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THELEGISLATURE

Senators
insight
of a deal
torepair
SC roads?
BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com
The Senate's Thursday ses­

sionwill end earlyso a groupof
senators cancontinue working
behind the sceneson aroad­
repairdeal, Senateleader Hugh
Leatherman, R­Florence, said
Wednesday.
"Hopefully, the Senatewill

bite," Leatherman said ofthe
compromisethat emerges from
the workinggroup of eight sen­
ators.
Inan ideal world, the senators

would wrapuptheir work
Thursday, said stateSen.Ray
Cleary,R­Georgetown, the
working group'sco­leader. But
ifthat doesn't happen, the sen­
atorswill work longdays next
weekto reachacompromise
that can bedebatedonthe Sen­
ate floor,he said.
"There'sagoodchance we

bringacompromiseamendment
tothe floor ofthe Senatein a
couple weeks," said stateSen.

JoelLourie, D­Richland,asen­
atorworking onadeal.
Lourie said senators inthe

working grouprealize it is crit­
ical topass a billtorepairthe
state's crumblingroads and
bridges. "I don'tthinkanybody
wants towait untilJune."
Senators will havetoagree on

how muchtoincrease the state's
16.75 cent­a­gallongas tax, the

SEE ROADS,7A

ROADS
FROMPAGE3A
third lowestinthe nation,
andother driving­related
fees.They also will have
toagree onhow muchto
cut taxes, likelythe state
incometax, andhow to
changethe structure of
the Transportation De­
partment,now legisla­
tively controlled.
The Transportation

Department's current
structure doesnot make
sense, S.C. Chamberof
Commerce presidentTed
Pitts, a formerlegislator
andaide to Gov.Nikki
Haley,told an S.C. House
oversightpanel Wednes­
day.
Pitts, whose organiza­

tion endorses agas­tax
increase, said the Trans­
portation Department's
structure makes it difficult
todetermine whois re­
sponsible forthe agency.
Seven transportation com­
missionersare elected by
legislative delegations,
andone isappointed by
the governor. The Trans­
portation Department
secretary,who heads the
agency, also is appointed
bythe governor.
Pitts praisedlegislation,

passed in2007, setting
criteria tobeused bythe
Transportation Depart­
ment inprioritizing road
repairs.
Buthe criticized law­

makersfor sendingmoney

tothe S.C. Transportation
Infrastructure Bank,which
doesnot havetofollow
those priorities. In addi­
tion,Pitts criticized law­
makersfor sending$216
million tocounties last
year,saying localgovern­
ments also donot haveto
follow aprioritization
process.
MichaelCovington of

the S.C. CoastalConserva­
tion Leaguetold the
House committee that his
organization recommends
abolishing the Infrastruc­
ture Bank.The bank's
bonding powers shouldbe
transferredto theTrans­
portation Department,
making thebank's activ­
itiespart ofthe statewide

transportation­planning
process, hesaid.
Only interstateand

primary routes that exist­
ed prior to2016should be
eligible forthe borrowing,
headded.
The CoastalConserva­

tion Leagueopposes new
roadconstruction, largely
toprotect the environ­
ment fromwhat it says is
unnecessary sprawland
over­development.
"Fundingmust be ad­

dressed. There's noques­
tion about it,"Covington
said."But doyouput
water inaleaking buck­
et?"

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope
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Haley'saddresswins
praisefrom many,
jeers from Trump
BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com
Rave reviews for Gov.

Nikki Haley'sStateof the
Union response poured
fromleading political
figures Wednesday,
thoughatargetof her
criticism inthe address ­
GOP presidentialfront­
runnerDonald Trump ­
fired back at theS.C. Re­
publican.
Haley wonpraisefrom

many forsaying Tuesday
that Republicans should
acceptpart ofthe blame
for dysfunctioninWash­
ingtonand warning GOP
voterstoavoid following
"thesiren call ofthe an­
griestvoices," areference
toTrump.
Republicans leaders

issued statementsof sup­
port for Haley,andshe
also gotathumbs upfrom
aDemocratic White
House leader. "Ihavealot
of admirationfor the gov­
ernor," DenisMcDo­
nough, the WhiteHouse
chief ofstaff, told The
New YorkTimes. "Byno
means am Itrying toen­
dorse everythingthat
she's doing,but I dothink
that alot ofthis, including
parts ofthe speechlast
night, were admirable."

Furman University po­
litical scientistDanielle
Vinsonsaid Haley offered
somethingthat has been
missing fromGOP presi­
dential candidates. "She
did moretalking about her
party's positive agenda
thanany single (one)of
themhas doneall year,"
shesaid.
Muchofthetalkthe

morningafterHaley's
addresscenteredonher
vicepresidentialambitions
inthe2016race.Thena­
tion'syoungestsitting
governorgavethesame
answerthatshehasbeen
offeringformonths,telling
morning­TVshowhosts
sheiswillingtospeakwith
presidentialcandidates
whowanttoconsiderher
fortheNo.2spot.
LaterWednesday,

Trump hit back.
The New Yorkbillion­

aire toldFox Newsand
MSNBCthat heisleading
inS.C. polls"by a lot."He
leads U.S. Sen.Ted Cruz
of Texas33 percentto 22
percent, according toan
average ofpollsby Real
Clear Politics,though no
new S.C. pollshavebeen
released innearlya

month.
Trump said Haley is

weakon illegalimmigra­
tion,but hedid not offer
details. Thegovernor said
twice inheraddress Tues­
daythat more workis
needed tostop undocu­
mentedimmigrants.
Trump toldMSNBC that

Haley is avery nicewo­
man, thoughthey havenot
spoken inawhile. Trump
donated $7,000to Ha­
ley'stwogubernatorial
campaigns and$5,000to
apolitical groupwith ties
tothe governor.
"She comes uptomy

office when shewants
campaign contributions,
andI've givenhertremen­
dous contributionover the
years," Trump said."But,
I guess, nowthat I'm run­
ning,she doesn'tlike me
as much.She likesme
morewhen I'm a giverof
contributions thanwhen
I'm not."
Trump toldFox News

that Haley,who turns44
next week, wasnot offtoa
good startif shewantsto
behis running mate.
Haley said Wednesday

tone andlanguage matters
inthe election, especially

with Trump, whomshe
called afriend. "Theone
that gotmeis when he
said, 'Banall Muslims,' "
shesaid. "Whenyou've
gotimmigrants coming
here legally,we've never
inthe historyof this coun­
trypassed any lawor
passed anything basedon
raceor religion. Let's not
start that now.Ihavebeen
through those fights.
That's not worthit. We
wantto moveAmerica
forward."
Haley said shedoes not

agree with other candi­
dateson allissues, in­
cluding U.S.Sen. Marco
Rubio, R­Fla., whoonce
backed amnesty for un­
documented immigrants,
a positionhenowhas
backed away from.
"'What I wouldsay to
Mr. Trump is,'Don't take
it personally,' "shesaid.
"'This isjust something
that we justlearned in
South Carolinathat I'm
passing along.Take it if
youwant. Don'ttake it if
youdon't. ButIthinkour
country would bebetterif
youtake it.'"
Someother conserva­

tives were notimpressed
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that South Carolina's first
female andminority gov­
ernor criticized herown
party.
Former chief executive

Carly Fiorina, who isrun­
ning for theGOP presi­
dential nomination, told a
radioshow Wednesday
that Haley "doesn'tspeak
for me."
Radio show host Laura

Ingraham tweeted Haley's
address wasthe typeof
establishment message
that might notwin the
GOP nominationwith
Trump andCruz, a social
conservative, leadingin
polls:"We'll seehow pop­
ular these viewsare as
primaries begin."
Commentator andauth­

or Ann Coulter wasmore
blunt,tweeting, "Trump
should deportNikkiHa­
ley."That willbetough to
do.The governor, daugh­
ter of Indianimmigrants,
was borninBamberg.

Staff writer Jamie Self
contributed.

SAMHOLLAND Office ofthe Governor

Gov.NikkiHaleypreparestodeliverthe Stateof theUnion responseon Tuesdayfrom
theS.C.Governor'sMansion.
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? EDUCATION IN SC

Haley
proposes
teacher
initiatives
By SEANNA ADCOX
Associated Press
GASTON ­ Gov. Nikki Hal­

ey's education improvement plans
include offering students the
chance to graduate from college
debt­free and providing up to $200
million annually for school con­
struction.
The Republican governor

announced the third year of her
education initiatives Wednesday
with state Superintendent Molly
Spearman at a school in rural Gas­

ton.
Most of it will

be included in
her 2016­17
budget propos­
al, which she'll
release Friday.
The announce­

ment comes as
legislators face a
June deadline for

developing a plan to fix South Car­
olina's broken education system.
In November 2014, the state's high
court ruled on a then­21­year­old
case that the state fails to provide
educational opportunities in poor,
rural districts.
But Haley insists her plan has

nothing to do with that lawsuit.
It designates $15 million for

recruiting and retaining teachers in
impoverished areas. That includes
annual tuition scholarships of up
to $7,500. To get the scholarship
for four years, students would have
to commit to working eight years
in a district with turnover rates

exceeding 12 percent. The incen­
tive money would also fund schol­
arships for teachers and teachers'
aides who already work in those
districts and want to earn a certifi­
cation or master's degree.
That part of Haley's proposal

puts money behind an idea she first
announced last year.
Haley's budget will again put

$29 million toward technology
improvements ­ honoring the
third of a three­year commitment.

See HALEY, page 4A

HALEY
Continued from 1A
This year's plan expands

on that pledge with an addi­
tional $5 million designated
to the neediest schools, plus
$5 million to provide rough­
ly 10,000 poor students with
Internet access at home.

New to Haley's initia­
tive this year is a request to
borrow up to $200 million
annually for schools, starting
in the 2017­18 school year.
Her proposal, to set aside
1 percent of the state's debt
capacity for K­12 schools,

would require separate leg­
islation.
Haley said she can't ignore

the leaky roofs, moldy walls
and other unsafe conditions
in schools she visits. Improv­
ing education includes
improving the buildings
where students spend most

of their day, she said.
"My heart is always in

rural areas," said Haley, who
grew up in tiny Bamberg.
"Morale matters. ... We want
them to feel safe and we want
them to feel they're worthy."
Like Spearman, Haley first
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NIKKI
HALEY

wants to evaluate districts'
infrastructure needs. The
governor's budget designates
$2.5 million toward a state­
wide review of school build­
ings.
A House panel has recom­

mended creating a low­to­
no­interest loan program

for facilities. But Spearman
has said poor districts can't
afford to pay back such
loans.
Haley's budget plan would

also:
­ Provide $19 million to

raise the state's supplement
for bus driver salaries.

­ Increase charter school
spending by $11.5 million.
­ Add $1 million to

expand the state's virtual
school. Last school year,
nearly 40,000 students state­
wide took a course through
the online program, Spear­
man said. She touted it as a

way to increase offerings in
rural districts that otherwise
can't afford it.
­ Spend $165 million to

cover growing populations
at traditional schools while
increasing the "base student
cost" by $80 to $2,300.
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? OUR VIEW

Haley a good choice
on 2016 GOP ticket
It should come as no surprise that Gov. Nikki Haley

admits she would entertain the prospect of being on the
ticket for the GOP frontrunner in November's presidential
race.
Haley has been in the national spotlight more than

once during her tenure as governor. That she was asked
to deliver the GOP response to President Obama's State of
the Union address not only speaks well of our sitting gov­
ernor, but might indeed portend what lies ahead if not
this year, perhaps sometime down the road. Recall Loui­
siana Gov. Bobby Jindal was also thrust into the national
spotlight when he gave the GOP response to Obama's first
State of the Union Address. Jindal presented himself as a
presidential contender in the long line of Republicans who
geared up for a 2016 presidential run. His was a short­lived
campaign, true, but that does not necessarily mean Haley's
political trajectory will follow that of Jindal's.
People might also be quick to liken Haley's vice

presidential prospects to her former contemporary from
Alaska, Sarah Palin, who was tapped in 2008 to be on the
ticket with Sen. John McCain. While both are conservative
Republicans and have been successful in their own rights,
Haley does not strike us as one who would explode like
an errant Scud missile launched by Iraq during Operation
Desert Storm.
We have not always found ourselves aligned with Haley.

Ethical questions continue to swirl around her role as a
hospital fundraiser while serving in the House, but she
would hardly be the first lawmaker to not only toe, but
also cross the line between right and wrong while remain­
ing shy of doing anything criminal. She has been a vocal

proponent of ethics reform, but has not been instrumental
in achieving meaningful reform through her compatriots
in the Statehouse.
Haley has, however, been a unity builder at times when

unity was most needed. Cynics and we oftentimes lump
ourselves in that category will say her leadership in
bringing the Confederate flag down from the Statehouse
grounds monument was motivated purely by politics. A
politically smart move? Well, that depends. Many a voter
who aligns with the GOP stood adamantly opposed to the
flag's removal, something that could cause many South
Carolinians to hold that against her in the voting booth.
While Haley has opened up and said she would be will­

ing to discuss a vice presidential slot on a GOP ticket, she
certainly made it clear Tuesday night that a Trump­Haley
ticket is not likely. At the very least, given her rhetoric on
immigration, she has likely ensured Trump would not be
seeking her as his running mate.
"During anxious times, it can be tempting to follow the

siren call of the angriest voices," she said Tuesday. "We
must resist that temptation." There is no mistaking Haley
was firing that shot across Trump's bow.
We are now halfway into January and, finally, have less

than a year to go to the presidential election. The GOP
crowd will continue to get whittled down as Bernie Sand­
ers and Hillary Clinton jockey for the nod from the Dem­
ocrats. In only a few weeks, South Carolinians will do their
part to affect the outcome by casting their votes in the two
primaries. Then, as the weeks and months pass, we'll get a
better glimpse at what lies ahead for our governor.
This much we know. Haley is a viable running mate

who likely could serve any contender's chances well.
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Haley
tops list
of ?P
choices
???????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????
?????????????????
McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON ­ Nikki Haley

for vice president?
Let the runaway

speculation begin.
The governor

of South Carolina
leaped into the fore­
front of possible 2016
Republican running
mates Tuesday with
her address follow­
ing President Barack Obama's State
of the Union speech. And she told
NBC's Matt Lauer on Wednesday
that while she's not campaigning
for the job, she would "sit down
and talk" with any candidate inter­

ested in her.
Still, there are many possibilities:

????????????????????????
Pros: Experience as White House

budget director and
U.S. trade represen­
tative. In 2010, the
60­year­old Portman
easily won election to
the Senate in a critical
state. He's considered
a thoughtful center­
right voice.
Cons: Quiet,

conservative enough for the GOP
right.

????????????
??????????????
Pros: Was a federal judge, con­

firmed 89­0 by the
Senate. In 2010, the
52­year­old Sandoval
won the governor­
ship over Rory Reid,
son of Senate Demo­
cratic leader Harry
Reid. Easily won re­
election in 2014.
Cons: Untested beyond Nevada,

and unexciting. See Portman.

??????????????????????

HALEY
Continued from 1A

NEW MEXICO GOV.
SUSANA MARTINEZ
Pros: The nation's first La­

tina governor, the 56­year­old
Martinez made
Time maga­
zine's 2013 list
of the world's
100 most influ­
ential people.
Re­elected last
year.
Cons: Santa

Fe New Mexican reported
federal investigators are
looking into campaign prac­
tices.

SEN. MARCO RUBIO
OF FLORIDA
Pros: Yes, he's seeking the

GOP presiden­
tial nomination.
But if Rubio,
44, doesn't
win, and runs
a credible race,
he'll get a look

for the sec­
ond spot. He's
young, Cuban­American,
and from a pivotal state.
Cons: So far he hasn't got­

ten much momentum or
stirred much passion among
Republicans nationwide.

SEN. KELLY AYOTTE
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
Pros: Ayotte, 47, is respect­

ed in the Senate
as a thoughtful
voice on na­
tional security
matters. Won a
Senate seat in a
swing state.
Cons: Not a

strong public
speaker and faces a tough re­
election campaign this year.

SEN. JOHN THUNE
OF SOUTH DAKOTA
Pros: A Republican hero
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because he beat Senate Dem­
ocratic leader
Tom Daschle
in 2004. Part
of GOP Sen­
ate leader­
ship, Thune,
55, is known
as steady,
thoughtful.
Cons: From a small state,

doesn't create much cam­
paign excitement.

HALEY
On paper there are lots of

reasons Haley makes sense.
Southerner. Daughter of In­
dian immigrants. A woman
who would be on the ticket

of a party badly needing help
winning women voters. For­
ty­three years old. Second­
term governor. Showed lots
of grit last year when she led
the move to remove the Con­
federate flag from the State­
house grounds.
Of course, this all assumes

there's logic involved in pick­
ing a vice presidential candi­
date. And there often isn't.
Haley would face the same

questions that surface ev­
ery four summers, as nomi­
nees consider their running
mate:
• Can she get along per­

sonally and philosophically
with the nominee? A conser­

vative may want someone
more to the center. Sen. Ted
Cruz of Texas, for instance,
may want to soften the tick­
et's image by going with the
more moderate John Kasich,
the governor of Ohio. Haley
has a reputation as a tough­
er conservative. Flip side:
Donald Trump, the current
Republican front­runner,
may need someone such as
Haley to counter his rough
edges.
• Will the vetters, the in­

vestigators who will scruti­
nize every second of her life,
find enough to raise doubts
in the nominee's mind? Who
knows?

• Will the primary and
caucus process produce a
runner­up who does so well,
and proves himself so battle­
tested, that the nominee feels
he's got to put him or her on
the ticket? It happened in
2004 when Democrat John
Kerry chose Sen. John Ed­
wards of North Carolina.
• Will the nominee want

someone who can carry a
swing state? After all, chanc­
es are South Carolina is go­
ing to be safe Republican
territory in the general elec­
tion. While geography rarely
matters in these decisions
(2008 nominee Sarah Palin
came from Alaska), it still is
in the mix.

?????

???????

????????
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