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From NASUAD

NASUAD Publishes Updated State

Medicaid Integration Tracker

The National Association of States United for Aging and
Disabilities (NASUAD) has published the November 2014 Edition
of the State Medicaid Integration Tracker, a report which
summarizes state actions in managed care for people who receive
Medicaid-funded Long-Term Services and Supports (LTSS), as
well state initiatives relating to services for people who are dually
eligible for Medicaid and Medicare. This report is updated each
month.

The State Medicaid Integration Tracker focuses primarily on state
actions in managed care for people who receive Medicaid-funded
LTSS and on state initiatives relating to services and costs of
services for people who are dually eligible for Medicaid and
Medicare.

Please note that the tracker has been reformatted beginning this
month. In order to improve readability of the tracker, we are
only including new updates for each state in the monthly PDF
publication.

Click here to view this month's tracker.

Click here for comprehensive information on each state, as well
as archived versions of the tracker.

Click here to sign up for alerts on the tracker updates.

From the Administration

Administration for Community
Living

Build the Business Capacity of
Community-Based Aging and
Disability Organizations for
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*Friday Updates Archive

Check out NASUAD iQ!

Like NASUAD on Facebook

Follow NASUAD on LinkedIn

Follow NASUAD on Twitter

Integrated Services Partnerships
On November 6, the Administration for Community Living (ACL)
announced a new opportunity for up to ten networks of
community-based aging and disability organizations to
participate in a learning collaborative (LC). Participants in the
LC will receive targeted technical assistance related to business
acumen; direct funding will not be provided. Applicants must be
seeking to build their business capacity and align their service
capabilities in order to contract with integrated healthcare
entities (including managed care plans) to provide community-
based long-term services and supports and/or evidence-based
preventive health programs and services. ACL is particularly
interested in working with networks that include a diverse mix of
organizations that serve people with disabilities and older adults.
Applications must be submitted electronically via email to
Lauren.Solkowski@acl.hhs.gov by 11:59 p.m., Eastern Time, on
Monday, December 8, 2014. ACL anticipates announcing the
members of the LC by mid-January.

The request for applications can be viewed here.

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services

Medicare Open Enrollment Reminder
Between October 15 and December 7, beneficiaries can make
changes to their Medicare prescription drug plan coverage.
Medicare's drug benefit (Part D) is outpatient prescription drug
coverage for anyone with Medicare.

During the Medicare Open Enrollment Period, from October 15
to December 7, PBS is writing a series of articles to help people
with Medicare understand their options and how to make the
best health care decisions. Articles in the series include: How to
find a Medicare Part D drug plan online, How to plug holes in
your Medicare coverage, and The Medicare drug subsidy that
millions enrollees overlook.

Click here to view the PBS series.

National Council on Disability

NCD Releases Annual Progress Report

on National Disability Policy

The National Council on Disability (NCD) has released the 2014
edition of National Disability Policy: A Progress Report. The 2014
Progress Report focuses on seven key areas: the Convention on
the Rights of People with Disabilities (CRPD), employment access
and inclusion, subminimum wage, education outcomes, Medicaid
managed care, mental health care, and data trends in disability
policy. The report provides policy recommendations in each area
with the goal of promoting a more inclusive environment. In
addition, the 2014 annual Progress Report revisits data tables
offered in the 2011 NCD annual report. This section of the report
provides updates to the 2011 data tables and also introduces new
data tables relevant to some of the topics addressed in the current
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report. Tables are organized by the following broad topics:
employment and earnings, education, health and wellbeing, civil
rights, voting, and technology.

In conclusion, the report finds that the United States has
experienced a significant cultural shift since the NCD became an
independent federal agency 30 years ago from a society that took
a charity approach to meeting the needs of people with
disabilities to one that promotes inclusion through policies and
programs that are responsive to the needs of people with
disabilities. As the NCD looks to the future, it is especially
focused on opportunities for the social and economic mobility of
youth with disabilities. Based on this direction, NCD will tailor its
2015 policy focus on youth-related outcomes as they pertain to
achieving the goals of the ADA: full participation, economic self-
sufficiency, independent living, and equality of opportunity.

To access the report, click here.

National Institute on Health

Alzheimer's Disease Research Summit
2015

The Alzheimer's Disease Research Summit 2015: Path to
Treatment and Prevention will be held February 9-10, 2015 at the
National Institutes of Health. The central goal of the Summit is
to continue the development of an integrated multidisciplinary
research agenda necessary to address critical knowledge gaps and
accelerate the discovery and delivery of effective treatments for
Alzheimer's patients at all stages of disease. Key to achieving this
goal is the identification of resources/infrastructure and multi-
stakeholder partnerships necessary to successfully implement
this research agenda and strategies to empower patients and
engage citizens.

Click here to register.

From the White House

Presidential Proclamation for

National Family Caregiver Month

On November 1st 2014, President Barack Obama made a
presidential proclamation in recognition of National Family
Caregiver Month. President Obama stated:

"In the United States, more than 60 million caregivers provide
invaluable strength and assistance to their family members, and
as the number of older Americans rises, so will the number of
caregivers. Many of these dedicated people work full time and
raise children of their own while also caring for the needs of their
loved ones. Caregivers support the independence of their family
members and enable them to more fully participate in their
communities, and as a Nation, we have an obligation to empower
these selfless individuals...

Not only this month, but every month, let us work alongside our
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Nation's caregivers and make certain they are able to provide the
best possible care for their loved ones for as long as necessary.
Together, we recognize those who place service above self,
including the women and men looking after our veterans. By
offering them the same comfort, social engagement, and stability
they bring to others, may we remind them that they are not alone.

To read the full proclamation, click here.

From Congress

Congress Returns for Lame Duck

Session

This week, Congress reconvened to take up final business for
2014. The major piece of legislation that must be passed is a
measure to continue funding the federal government, as the
current authorization expires December 11th. Many entities are
advocating for a full appropriations through the end of the federal
fiscal year; however, Congress may decide to pass another short-
term bill that funds the government until next year. Other
legislative items relevant to seniors and people with disabilities,
such as a reauthorization of the Older Americans Act and a fix to
Medicare physician payment policies, also may be tabled until the
new congress begins.

From Other Organizations

Aging Network Volunteer
Collaborative

Webinar: Partnership for Background
Checks

The Aging Network Volunteer Collaborative, along with n4a and
First Advantage, a national provider of comprehensive
background screening services, will be hosting a webinar on
Wednesday, November 19th from 1:00-2:00pm EST, to
learn about the partnership established in October 2012 to
leverage premier-level services through web-based tools at a
discounted rate - in some cases almost 80 percent off typical
rates - for the Aging Network. These screening services can be
used for volunteers and employees.

Click here to register for the webinar.

Alzheimer's Foundation of America
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National Memory Screening Day:

November 18th

November 18, 2014 is National Memory Screening Day. This day
provides free, confidential memory screenings to individuals
concerned about memory loss with the objective of early
detection and intervention. The event encourages Americans to
participate by offering screenings at no charge and in convenient
locations in communities across the nation. National Memory
Screening Day also provides a valuable opportunity to learn more
about healthy lifestyle choices for successful aging.

Click here to find a screening in your area.
Click here to sign up as a site.

Center for Public Integrity

Analysis of Widespread Inaccuracies
in Reported Nursing Home Staffing

Information

The Center for Public Integrity has released an showing
large-scale discrepancies in the nurse staffing information self-
reported by nursing homes on the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid (CMS) Nursing Home Compare website. By comparing
staffing information contained in cost reports nursing homes
make annually to the Medicare program and staffing data
reported on Nursing Home Compare, the Center has found that
the majority of facilities - more than 80% of nursing homes
nationwide - report higher levels of registered nurse care to
Nursing Home Compare than are reflected in annual cost reports.

Click here to read the full report.

Easter Seals Project ACTION

Webinar: Frequently Asked Questions
on the ADA: Alternative Modes of

Transportation

On Wednesday, November 19th, 2:00-3:30 PM EST, the
Easter Seals Project ACTION staff will present a webinar on the
rights of individuals with disabilities using alternative modes of
transportation. Staff will discuss questions frequently received
on the ADA with regards to alternate modes of transportation,
such as how much assistance a taxicab operator is required to
provide to people with disabilities; and the requirements under
the ADA on level rail boarding. The webinar will cover the
following alternative modes of transportation: Taxicabs;
ridesharing applications; bike sharing; shuttles; and rail. A
guestion and answer period will be held at the end of the session.

Click here to register for the webinar. Deadline to register is
November 17, 2014.
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Kaiser Family Foundation

Kaiser Foundation Releases Report on
Medicaid Coverage Gap

On November 12th, the Kaiser Family Foundation released a
report that provides statistics and information about uninsured
individuals in the Medicaid coverage gap. The Medicaid gap is a
term used to describe uninsured individuals who do not have
enough income to qualify for ACA subsidies and who live in a
state that has elected not to expand their Medicaid program.

According to the Kaiser report, approximately four million
individuals are in the Medicaid gap across the country. 51% of
the uninsured individuals are men and 49% are women, with 17%
of these people in the 55-64 age range.

For more information, click here.

Nn4a

Deadline Friday: Call for
Presentations for the n4a 40th Annual

Conference & Tradeshow

n4a's 40th Annual Conference & Tradeshow will be held July 11 -
15, 2015 in Philadelphia, PA. N4a is seeking submissions for
session that will focus topics that are current and relevant to the
collective, informative mission of the Aging Network.

The focus areas for the 2015 conference include:

Advancing Our Advocacy

Assisting Caregivers

Building Livable Communities for All Ages
Cutting-Edge Older Americans Act Programs
Engaging Volunteers in the Aging Network
Enhancing Business Practices

Highlighting Title VI Programs and Services
Investing in Your Professional Development
Leading the Way in Community-Based Long-Term
Services and Supports

Promoting Healthy Aging

Working with Diverse Aging Populations

These workshops should cover innovative programs with a
proven track record of success that can be replicated in other
regions and communities.

Click here to submit a session.The deadline to submitis 11:59pm
EST on November 14th, 2014.

National Council on Aging
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Webinar: Older Adult Behavioral
Health: Current Trends and Programs

that Make a Difference

The National Council on Aging (NCOA) Center for Healthy Aging
will be hosting a webinar on Thursday, November 20th from
1:30-3:00pm EST, titled Older Adult Behavioral Health:
Current Trends and Programs that Make a Difference. This
webinar will feature an overview of current trends in older adult
behavioral health (specifically anxiety, depression, and suicide
prevention) by a national expert, paired with presentations by
representatives from two community organizations that are
successfully engaging older adults in behavioral health
interventions.

Click here to register.

National Senior Citizen Law Center

Webinar: Dual Eligible
Demonstrations - An Update for

Advocates

On Wednesday, December 3rd, 3:00-4:00 PM EST, the
National Senior Citizens Law Center will present a free webinar
on the dual eligible demonstrations. Over the past year,
hundreds of thousands of dual eligible beneficiaries in several
states received passive enroliment notices as part of the Financial
Alignment Initiative. On January 1, 2015, another large wave of
passive enrollment will begin. The webinar will provide an
update for advocates navigating the existing enrollment process,
as well as prepare advocates of states expected to begin
enrollment in 2015. More specifically, the webinar will: Provide
a status update on enrollment numbers and timelines; explore
common enrollment and care delivery themes in live
demonstration states; offer tips for advocates managing early
demonstration challenges; and share policy questions for states
with later implementation dates.

Click here to register for the webinar.

National Center on Senior
Transportation

Webinar: How the Section 5310
Program Enhances Mobility for
Seniors and Individuals with
Disabilities

On Wednesday, November 19, 2014, 2:00 PM EST, the
National Center on Senior Transportation (NCST) will presenta
webinar on how the new works to enhance
mobility for seniors and individuals with disabilities. NCST will
bring together state and local experts to discuss their experiences

and lessons learned about how the Section 5310 Program is likely
to impact transportation for seniors and people with disabilities
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in their communities.

Click here to register for the webinar.
Click here for a general Fact Sheet on Section 5310 from the
Federal Transit Administration.

National Committee on Quality
Assurance

2014 State of Health Care Quality
Report

This report summarizes audited Healthcare Effectiveness Data
and Information Set (HEDIS) results for calendar year 2013.

Data come from a record number of health plans -- 814 HMOs
and 353 PPOs, representing more than 171 million people, or 54
percent of the U.S. population. The report includes findings about
the nation's health care system, notably:

Almost half of quality measures show significant, long-
term improvement.

Populations have doubled in health plans that report
quality results.

A few bright spots on overuse and appropriateness.

Poor results but a promising future for behavioral health.
Progress is stalled in many areas; a handful show
consistent, significant decline.

Click here to access the report.

Events

NASI Annual Conference: Medicare
and Medicaid: The Next 50 Years

The National Academy of Social Insurance's 27th annual
conference, ,
January 28-29, 2015, at the National Press Club in
Washington, DC, will feature five pre-conference roundtable
sessions. Each roundtable session has been developed by
Academy members to focus discussion on key issues in the social
insurance policy arena.

Roundtable topics include:

The Link Between Retirement Security and Long-Term
Care

Integrated Care: Breaking Down the Workers'
Compensation and General Health Care Silos

Health Insurance Exchanges - What Have We Learned?
Supporting Work: Strategies to Boost Employment for
People with Disabilities

Unemployment Insurance Benefits, Financing, and
Reemployment Services after the Great Recession

Uwe Reinhardt, Professor of Economics and Public Affairs at
Princeton University, will give keynote speech to followed by a
full day of discussion on the innovations affecting the healthcare
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landscape and redefining the policy and operating environment
for Medicare and Medicaid.

Early bird rates expire (Save $175!) Click here
to register.

Job Postings

Public Policy Intern at NASUAD

The National Association of States United for Aging and
Disabilities (NASUAD), the membership organization of the
agencies in state government that manage programs for older
people and adults with physical disabilities, seeks a public policy
intern.

Responsibilities include analyzing aging and disability data,
developing and/or maintaining databases, assisting with project
management, and conducting legislative and policy research.

Applicants must have strong data analytic, data management,
research and written communication skills. Candidacy for a
Master's Degree in Public Policy, Public Administration or Public
Health is required. Hours are flexible to accommodate classes.

To apply, please send a resume and cover letter to:
eristeen@nasuad.org. NASUAD is committed to providing equal
opportunities for all applicants for employment.

DC Office of Aging: Program

Evaluator

This position is located in the D.C. Office on Aging (DCOA),
Office of the Executive Director. The D. C. Office on Aging's
mission is to advocate, plan, implement, and monitor programs
on health, education, employment, and social services which
promote longevity, independence, dignity and choice for our
senior citizens.

Click here to learn more.

Friday Update Archive

Did you miss a previous issue?
Check out past Friday Updates.
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