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Governor takes on domestic violence

Haley proposal spends $19M to relieve police officers of prosceutor’s role

BY MAYA T FRABHU
b pofasdionrkriicos

CONLETRIBIA — Liov, MikEL Tia%y
wunls 1o spend $19 million to hire 148
Prosccution i that polic officen no
longer are the naes prosoosting domes
Ui whobere Clses i South Carolisa

BLakey uirreiid i nomsber of reqoeis
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Courtroom support for
Slager raises concerns

Do officers demonstrate brotherhood or send the wrong message?

Mrachothe reliel il whal Charkakn
Cousby School Foard Chalrneoman
Cindy Bohn Coatt called 4,003
Erpa ko mal sevibors.” L aheoid busard
veted Tharwday that high scheol -
AR £an e exar wih an &5
i schoed ear
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Supponess of formes Nerth Charleton polios officer Michael Slager., inchadisg several Tommer oo workess, sland 21 his slseney’s
encest Mondy alternaca during abond hesring infrent of Judge CifMon Newman,

BY ANDREW KNARP
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s ol T, Thew wse- prce ke v o busdyes.

Mirhsal Shsger conmBywith atiomay
Ay Savage at the bord hearing.
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Prosecutor seeks officer’s indictment
in shooting of Moncks Corner native
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Clemson families going to party like it’s 81

MICHAEL BURNS
NSRS EERLLEN P 00

A, Bowers” half-orange, half-parple
paxinted face floated above orenge avers
alls as hoe g1ood in the Orange Bowl in Mi-
amb on Jan. 1, 1982, watching Clemson
win the national championship,

Mow 47, the Greer resident couldn’t
muke it back (o Florido as Clemson wan

the College Football Playoff seenifimal on
Mew Year's Eve, but he'll be in Glendale,
Mrimona, on Monday night as the Tigers
reach for the grandest prize once more,

Like oghirs who owade that trip and
e fliN PECPEArING 00 make oW muemos
ries, e just couldn't stay away.

It's taking & bite out of his bank ac-
counk, and his kids are having to rear-
range class schedules = even exams =bat

they"ll watch the team that forever holds
their hearts play the most storicd

meent in the game, and they'll likely never
forget it It's Clemson versus Alnbama
for the 2015 mational champéonship, and
irs like 1981 again.

“We've already won, but it sure would
bé niee o bring it home,” said Bowers,
kmown to many throughout the arcaas a
founding member of the band Craving

HOMES NOT SO SWEET

Maobile home mold
— upsets residents

ROMANDO DIXSON

ROOCONDGRIEANLLENEWS.COM

aldena Walker-Eaingy

wilked through her mobile

home, rattling of € & list of

mailenance $Eues rang:

ing froam black mold o a
furnace that inadequately heats the
two-bedroom trailer.

She pointed to mobd in her dough-
ter's hexdroom, maold surroanding o
liding door tha doesn'l bock and
mdd in Dwo bathrooms in ber resi
dence at Dixde Estates in Groenville
County. Walker-Rainey's daughter
has dealt with apper respiratory is-
s for minths and last ber job. 1er
asthmalee won hag missed mane
school 1his year than ever She said
both of thelr issucs are bocause of
the mnodd.

Walker-Rainey also said her oven
desn® work ang the 10ilet in the
misler bathroom docs ot Tully
{tush. She has lived at Dixie Estates
for neaely a year and complained
absout the issues for months, she said.

“I'm ready togo,” shesaid, T can't
Tewe like this anymore.”

WalkerRainey is nat alone in her
digcontent with management. Fight-
ing Injustice Togethcr, a nonprofii,
arganized a mecting for residents to
talk about their issues and explore
aplions o remedy their problems.

Multiple residents have  come.
plarned about mold and mamiesanoe
iasues that they said go weeks or
even moaths without repair. Many
arestruggling topay the rent of $540
a manth. Some want fo beave bt
ahon™ have any oplions they can al-

I TR TR 1 T £

= 0T
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Carolyn Wilkams has found mold in her Dide Estates home as wel as other
maintenance Issuss that she dalms her landlord has not addressed.

————

Ll

Rusidents of Dixie E3tates. Carndym Williams, right, and her nelghbor Mondque Yazid,

lef, daim that the lendlord has not been o

“bad tenamis" and those people like
[ cribicize Dixic Estates, she saad

Wells wanted 1o attend Wednes-
cli i

"s mecting Lo hear complaints and
i A P

Melon. “It's definively not that casy, but
it's worth it

Ensley's Brian Garvin, 46, trekked to
Minmi as @ 12-yearald in 1981 with his
mary, dliad amdd Gitcle sister: This year be's
Joining several golf buddics and @ legbon
af Clemson Faithful by fiving to Las Ve
#as, then rolling in & caravan of six char-

See FAMILIES, Page 44

Murder
suspect
faced gun
charges

Pickens man dies while

in Chicago hospital
ROMAMNDO DIXSON

FOOS ORI ERVILLEMEAS 0N
AMHD ANNA LEE
ELEEQG R LLEREWR. 00

A murder suspect aocused of pun-
ning down a former Pickens Blue
Flame fostball cosch and his freend
died while in federal custody, awthori-
ties said Albert Leon Bowen, 64, was
charged with twocounts of murder in
the deaths of Willinm Izagscs Jroand
Dickic Stewarl. Bowen admilted to
deputics that be was responsible for
their deaths on at least twooccasbons,
geeonding 1o supplemental reports
ohtained by TheGrreenville News. The
reporls revieal mew delails about the
cagse. The victims were found dead
Sept. 14 along the roadside of North
Homestead Delve in Pickens.

Browen was in Chicage fora psychi-
alric evaluation when he was admit-
tedl 1o the hospital carlier this woek
for bealth issoees, said Deputy ULS.
Marshal Douglas Lealie.

He was turned over to the Mar-
shals Serviee in Detober, flown to 1k
mis and housed at Chicago's Metro-
pditan Correctionpl Center; Leslie
siid. Boaven dicd of natural causes ol
4:30 s, Wednesday, Accoeding 1o
prefiminary indications, Bowen suf-
fercd massive organ faifure, Leslic
said, His cause of death is pending an
mutapsy. Thirleenth Circuit Solicitar
Walt Wilking aid Bowen was coart.
ordered to undergo a mental evalua-
thon  after  federal  proscoutors
charged him with felon in pessession
of a fircnrm, Bowen wos in possession
of a FHRE mode]l Pardner pumge 12-
gauge shodgun when he wis arrestod
i Septemtber, according 10 & criminal
complalnt filed in Greenville federal
court. Detectives who searched Bo-
wen's home on Gillitand Road found &
pump shodpun propped against the
witkl by the: front door and pwo bags of
ammunition, the complaing saad.

Bowen was previously convicted
of assaultand battery of a highandag-
gravaied noture in 1994 in Greenville
Counly, acoording to the complaint
anil State Law Enforcement Division
pecords. Court docubients shaw Bo-
wen was to undergo a mental cvalua-
tion Ohat. 1 to determine if he was men-
tally competent o stand trial. Less
than a week enrlier, Bowen had been
charged with assulting a fellw in-

e R e pt e
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Dillard’s set to close

BY CHRISTINA CLEVELAND
ceievelandfilahenrtandard com

Db ot the Aiken Wl 5 522 o close imthe nesr

Tt

Thi ke Stmacdard condirmed with e depet
e st sorpoeats ollice Thurady that the kea-
ticet 0a Wiishery Rowd is closirep, thougth See B o

aifficinl dats

ok Bull, dicecor of Imessior Beladons gt Dhlkerls
Ince, ssic the stime i nicaw wioriimg with i Adiem =
st bivplsde i o by Avgmuosts oo Codus

b becmtions

Trerane sroure 75 emplayess 21he keatioe, Bull

sy, she i

Il P b prcchnsiel

Koames Cratwocd, the apecisly Rasing and maries
g rereger with JLL, did mod sdentify the buyer bag
saricd FLL Pt wriss stall managing Eoe propérty on
bt ol e Aien MalTs cwnership o of December

M comemiznent o our Al assndizes emains

T itoee’s closing comis wechs st smofficil
weith boews Lang Lasialle Retad conliemed the Avkn

Dilkerde crwes s propertyat dhe moll: ol said te
Dz el B sk, Bt o By B nemadeaermaned

1 this teme,

day

Few pecple wers mut shopping 2t the medl Thurs-

s the rews sbou Dilber imfilraed socil madia
Wed neschny sl Thuesdiny, chadier shout Lhe st of

Bl abo e questions

ahont Dilllend's posentially closing and that she =

merhers & time whan the mall used kb

'm s for Adken if 1t does chose, 12 B one ol icar
big department siomes,” Carmphell sxidd. T thaBelk
e, the el s

Jeseice M Grham, vice: pressicient pfCommmeon ion-

f oo Cormmenity Redations =2 Bk Inc, sid
Becky Ciompibell, ovhaywas hoadinl 1 Bath & Body Tmﬂy.ut'tz.m'mnyph:awcmh.wtm
Woeks durity e afemooe, sl che dssusare Adken

Chatstina Cheveland is a gereral asigrmant
reprontier at the Al Stanered. Foll wrher on
Fevitbir @ Tuisinsi Cleve Digital Mews Edios
Maayan Schechter conuibanid to this repor.

McKenzie
will not

seek to be
re-elected

BY DAN BROWN
dirmonErbemanndand com

Langtims Aien County Crmeil
mamiber Laian: McKenzie hes ors
mimnied she will 1ol sook ne-gledtion
it Menemibe .

Al serving 32
years on Coumedl,
Mk emziz, 64, sold
the Alken Sandand
an Thuridey she
“peayed long as
nin” abe e
Ch0E 0 retiTe s
v,

Mek e added
b e e disda-
s “a bt of hearifelt Uspapln " but
wanted \o-gnnoenoe her inlenlions in
Jernary sovas vo allow those imterested

in run=ing plenty of time 0 consadar

MeEenzie

| u-{l. Kl liks 0 S0 Socamis with
Truly ke garvesp Aden Couety and
lowizs: District 3, and nod theirown
personal pang, T for this offics
sha sid. "By ancoencing my mimt
Tl b sk re-slation ndm, 1 et the
burdien o my mand and alloas oth-
% LI B0 conshder and h.‘%ﬂt‘. their
sampaigng”

WicKenziz represents Dismics 3,
which cowers the westerm portion of
Miken Counly b the Savannah River,
which iteludes the Baech [shind anea,
Distriet 3 also covers ths ara of 1he
Bavanreah River Sits

Cowrcil member Bl Napier, of Dis-

trict 6, and ather members expresied
thsir admiratiom e e Semidr mame:
ber of counial

“LaWana has bean s tremendous:
gsmet o Coumty Coumeil, amd Adien
Courdy, and thadigtmict she repre-
sk Coungil Chairmos Fonnie
Vo Sl SRe will be midsed by
everybady, by County Councal and,
espezizlly, s m her dissrics. LaWa-
7k knes Adken Coumity, znd Pm goeg
1ok Fer”

“She's been on Council B kongest
il any memiber theee,” said Eathy
Fawks, of Desmiet B “When 1 cane on
in 1988, she was already here. She

Please s MOKERTIE Pags 124
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Catherine Ella Hallman MoGee,
Adkin

Landis Efwe Johinson, Vauchse
Wirnclell Raynell Edhardssr.,

Honrdon, Trss
Wilbum F. Edgar, Ak
Creaths and Funerals, 64

Obama’s gun order

gives way to more

questions, not sales

BY CHRISTINA CLEVELAND
sokvplamd b enaandard com

Ai%en gun ston: iwners sid they
e Tt St & hups upiEck in sales
fiolkorwsireg Presidem Barsck Obama
snnodmeang his sxeculive aclion to
reduce gun visknoe in the Uniad
Stabes on Tuesday

Instead, they e
INSIDE et Al of
Chamatadks | questons
s al o “Wa've seena
hall style: It maore precepls
mieeting 144 | iing dwastit
What is 1 g

i b ptaen Wkt is it i o
bt skl Miice Lusdw sk,

ame koking for education.
The FBI & 2t o ke mare ex-
HITTIETS W Pl baskgmoursd
chanhs, fderad apereis have beos
orelersd to resesrch Smar gun
tachmology snd menial hashih has
slg hein brougit back e fiow
aspa 1of the predadent’s 10-point

plan

Fartof the plan s alse aimed at

kaeping guns o of the wiomp
hamds through backgoamd checks
[ staes tre Burau s Akodad,
T, Farzarma and Explaans,
hsa knewan 35 ATF, i eakimg 0
clzgr that thoss “im the businsss
of sallimp fimearms” should gat »
license and conduct beckgmumd
thechs or face cimal prsccu

Uleier cumeem ks, only ederally
licensed gun deakers must comint
hack greamd checks om huysrs, a-
tordig to o raport by The Assnci
mod Presd Sellers al gun shaas,
withsités and fea matkiots hine
beemakde 1o birpass the rguine-
mesnil by declinimg o regisieT a5
licensed dealers, AP reported.

Eteikaracsici sxid thet part will
it fave- o Face rardactsors and
A N A Y R N AL e

STASF MTG'E-'I'\ R TR CREVELAN T,

Handguns like these st Crescent Armary bave been harder to re-
steck thisweek, acoording to co-owner lobn Speer. Speer sakd the
naticnal reaction about President Chama's meeartive action is part
of the reason and the cther half, an expected increase In business

during Christmas.

Yes, quins ane
weapons. They'es
designed for one
purpose, but it doesn't
mean that everyone
uses them for that.

Miike Lo bowarshl,

manager of
The Gain Rack ) )

b e b re e it withdul in-
emment Mmru skt he said
Ladwikowski sasd he belisves i
smenme is & regnonsihle parsan,
thay showold take the shops neces
sary %0 b e in A ramsbon,
e N T T

e, Dopedplt uie cams 1 kil pas.
ple Yeah B they can't iia carin
thedr pockes he sad. “Yes, gems.
are wzzpons, They're desismad for
ane purposs, bt i dosss't mem
1l everyomes uses tham for Bhal™

Jahn Spesr, co-mwner of Crésoent
Armory im Silver Bhudf Road, im
Avikeen, said his shoms redived mons
ol an uptic i sales befocs the -
i Ot Dosiiss B 0N KW
what it would be e pdded some
o the incresss sl nommzl this
ticng of year, which is the basisst
foc 1ht mbastry.

But Speer s questsaing lan-
fuaps i Obama's exsrutive acthon
whan it comss bo glkers a5 well and
sid e dnes™ ionow hoaw 1t will ba
effetive

“Whal defines ‘thebnsingss of
selling fistamnsT™ Spoer asked.
“Whene's the ling bebwesn & father
o give agun lnhis

Progress
expected
on roads,
education
legislation

BY DERREK ASEERRY
ANDMAAYAN SCHECTITER

ditbeérniliaibenriodard comm,
\&m&:ﬁk@iirﬁmﬂh‘hﬂmﬁ

COLITSTELS — Soash
Cerolima stedants ame nolre-
cedving 2 20st century :\dl.-ru.‘i'.pm

said HousoSpeaier Jay Lucas at
e Lt 2010 Lepiskalivg Worksiop
for e Mt

Serate and House represen-
patives et waih mermbers of
the medii on Thursday highlezhting
the op padniass 1At wall lily fed.
erang much discussion in the Greseral
Assembly this sesmon. Thoss 1opics
mchaded infrastruciums, ehics, peblic
imformation mgyests and aducalion.
Luras, o Dasbimgom Repeblican,
wins i ol several leg ks whi
tackled the " hagsh realicy™ that Pal-
netio Stale education, parigukrly
m moral W_s. 3 haer ayffaring for
vears and may impact thie ftates hil.
ity 1o priochuce an educaied work farce
n the fubure.

Tsss b e alucsmomal sysiem
manps from lagk of techmologicel
Tesamoes o imability o recmui
and reti quality Seachers in ruml
argag, 2k 3.0 Sem. Brad Fouiks, D
s pebusp.

Pl Orazpeteny Dermocra, S.C.
Rep. Gilda Cobb-Hherier, ok ita
Hep further and gemersied = kmpthy
disosikm om the Abbevills ket
dedisim - cee mads by 1he Soulh
Carolem Supeesne Coar sore than
& year ago 1ha mased highminoriiy,
impoweTished rure] sehool dismigts
tad nat been: ieceiving o “minimally
adeiuats sdecalion.”

The higghedan? intially gave ke
makers a February deadline vo pres-
enta sobusion afftat the ruling of the
X} -vear-old ooz, Though otz pansd
membersssd they are coafident thal
s cianges will be made, Cobh
Hunzersand thsoan his bien Lidked
o the moad for 100 kg

““We cam fludy and study and shudy
amlil wa can't gtudy anymore,” she
sand AL adatpomtdo we stip shady-
n problens and Bdues, and acally
< seencthang ™

Infrastructure/
flood funding

A Regh-prionity ps distussd
duTing madia day was FanepoTis-
tion hemding and reforms b the 0.
Department of Trmaportatior. The
Huouse possend aroeds ball kst sesion,
bl the Senate deappiinved iod

ey A wasnt aviing i i Tead s
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Reach and Rise matches mentors with students

B ARDIE AEVIDSON
n.'i{.;’qné't-::"l:.m‘.{:qaﬂrqr £em

The Reach & Rise Menlnring
Program is @ mentociy pro
gram at the YMCA of the Upper
Pee Dee in Harisville dosignexd
b pive children and :.'mtlh a
s 0o 17 one-on-ome Hme with
A M nioL

This program  was  stagted
abeour 20 years ago at the YW
InSan Franciseo, said Lee Free-
man, Reach & Rise direcior at
the Hartsville YMOCA. Freeman
said abour vwo years ago the
program was taken nationwide
in 34 states, South Caralina be-
ing aave of them.

Voluntesrs  feome the  com-
munity give their ime to men-
bor slushenls — 1o hﬂp Prm‘idr
thiem the wals o swecesd, 1o

i thesic academic perfor.
mance, sell-esteem, decnion
making skills and relationships
— for a least one hour per week
fior & year. Sometimes the nwacch
can extend for an additiomnal six
months

Thie service it foee

“This & the volunteers way of
giving back o the commumnicy,”
Freeanan said. “They got a sense
of ful illmens by being a positive
ride made] o these kids"

Currently, he said they have
abol 26 volunteers working
with the program.

Thementorsare required o be
at beast 23 years of age and must
anemi @ 15:hour class, which
onee 3 week for five weeks

After completing the class a
ernteh s made between o men-
1o and meniee

Freeman siid smdenis are of
ten pelerred 10 the program by
puidance counselors at schools,
churches and ¥ =tafl

e saiel Toe b Ied a loe of e
ferrals from Carolina Elemven-
tary School.

“Thew= are noat :L]'\-r.l:,'* ks
that have challenges as home,”
he said

e sadd the menters are trang
o Mtk 3 positive impael on
these studenis

“They try to be positive tole
macliele” T saidl

He saad 1lee students may ot
realize the benefits from the
progrum right away; i may be
in theyears 1o come, but he said
teat parents and guardians have
said they see a wast improve-
Rl i ﬁl.l,rr clibehren foam -
ticipating in the progran.

Fpeoman, a formeer  eacher
amd pennis coach who has been
with the program for about
D Years, saich wvolanteer men:
tors spend a minimum of one
0 1w hours with thelr menioe
every week for a pear, This in-
cludes time !nﬁﬂ]u—r invabeed
in sports, ams, helping with
homework and ether enriching
aclivilicg

He said some spend time with
thiedr memtes fshing, while ol
ers abtend plays o1 visit the e
LRI,

Freeman said the program is
funded through a federal grant
and has moenily been extended
for four nsore yeacs Hee said e
program is a pannership with
the Department of Juvenile Jus-
tice ol i howsed af the YMOA.
He saicl tlae the Jwvenie Jus

tice Deparinent & irying 1o be
proactive 1o keep children from
ending up in the system.

“Molunteess are abways ned-
ed,” e siid.

He said that make mentors ane
especially in demand.

“ul tendl 1o have mare female
volunteers tan men.” he said,
“We have a b1 of request for
made mentars from parenis.”

He said teere are abour an
equal number of boys and girls
in the prograne. The majority of
1he Eids are betwern 8 and 12
yiars ol ape, he said,

Amyone wishing o berome
& mentor o e recommensd a
mentes should contivel Frecoman
A B43-245-6836, B43-383.4547
ar ai lfreeman@upperpdymea,
g Flis office is boued an the
TMCA

Keeping
residents

and dry

From = s repodts

The halidaysare over and we have
wonderhul memaories of fanyly and
Eriends gathering at each others
homes, You know that place where
you feel wann, conlent, comfan-
alibe and safe.

Many take those [eelings for

wntec. However, so many of our
elbow residents — your [riends,
nedghbors and maybe even a family
member. Jack that ]llxlll]:k They'ne
eold and wel duwes §0 braken win-
dows, Todes in their Moos, beaking
roofs and living in homes with no
insulation. They don't fecl safe due
oy broken doces or having doors
with mo locks. Some are in wheel-
chairs amd are confined to their
homas becamse ﬂtl,':r]tﬂ'\r'[‘ no gamp
accessibiliy, These are just some of
the repairs thar are greatly needed.

Christimas In April and #ts. vol-
unteers are their anly lope 1o ge-
ting the belp they need. This is why
Christmas in Apri has been such a
strong tradition in Hartsille forthe
past 2 years

“We are urglng everyone In our
comanumity — with a special ap-
pral to ghe area cluerches, clubs,
omganizalions and businesses — o
serioualy consider becoming annu-
al participants in a very warthwhile
comImunily  projecl,” wid  Joann
DeLang, chair of the Chrsimas in
April commitier,

Zoc GHRISTMAS, Fage 54
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Legacy of chari

PP RS NS W NG

Tha Rev. Eddie Thomues, president of the Good Samari#ans for Al Peophe, loads up his plcuup truck with iBems for the chasitable organization’s

Ast anmual Gheistmas Gheeamay.

Good Samaritans for All People celebrate 21 years of Christmas giving

BY JIM FAILE
i eDh e dar g £

The Good Samarisans for All People
cebebrated 13 215t annual Christmas
ﬂi.'.'l.‘lh‘.l.}' [hee. 19, ]b.:tl:u,ling el A 'n'.l.l'ii.'l}'
of free lems for families in need ar Low
Ceniral Comprehensive High School in
Bishapville,

The Christns Giveaway soeks 1o pro.
vide free food. clothes, toys, bdeyeles,
houschodd 5 and ather items for the
nedy, suid the Bev. Eddie Thormas, pres-
ident of the charitable organization.

Thomas, a Harisville native, and his
wile Corine staried the orsanization in

coumrlies. Today, it sepves people in 12
conmlios in the Pee Dee and midlands,
incheding Dadington Couny:

“0Our goal ks to help as many people
as possible not to have to go without,”
Thaxmas saicl.

“We wani 10 thank everybody who
has helped us wich their donatioms and
suppart from churches, businesses, o
panizations and individuals” Thomas
aaid “We want o thank all the peaple of
Harnsville for helping us.”

The Good Samaritans hokl several
giveaway events iroughout the yesr 1o
help those Jess forunare,

The arsanization accepis donations of

as well as monetary donations, Thomas
said

The group is a 501 {¢) (3] @xexemp
organization which allows for wax-de-
ductible donations,

Thomas, who previgwsly pastored in
United Methodis churches, retired as a
pastor in 2001 Bt [ still preach some-
where every month,” he said,

“Tleis gives e moce s o help necdy
people in South Carelina,” ‘J‘hnmagsa.itt
°[ get joy oul of making peaple happy [
have moee b dio o than e go have,
Butwiien | get dscouraged, [ just ask the
Lord 1o give me steength.”

To donrate or For mare information
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SPORTS

Swinney optimistic
Lawson will play

Clemson coach Dabo Swinmey
is optimistic that All-Amerca
defensive end Shag Lawson,
wihao injured his knee carly

in the Orange Bowl win aver
Qkkaharna, will be able to play
in the College Football Playedf
Hatipnal Chamgionship game
Monday against Alabama. BL

SC Restaurant Week

South Caraling Restaurant
Wik has returned to celebrate
cuisime at mare than 230
restaurants across the state,
Caralina BBQ & More (above] is
participating, ¢l

NATION & WORLD

State Department
responses faulted

The State Degartment pra-
duied "indcowrate and
incormplete™ responses to
putdic records requests while
Demacratic presidential
hageful Hillary Clinton led
the departrmeat, the agen-
oy's watchdog reported
Thursday. A3

A weird weather
stage this winter

Get ready for weather whiplash
as powerful climatic forces
albow each other for starring
riles in a wikird winter show.
The spine-chilling palar voriex
is taking center stane in Europe
and bringing persistent cold

tn mnech of Bordh Ameres —

FINDING A HOME,
GETTING BACK

ON THEIR FEET

FAITH & FAMILY, D1

G ‘ | GolUpstate.com

5C LEGISLATIVE SESSION BEGINS TUESDAY

Infrastructure repairs a priority

By Chris Lavender
chrisdavenderd@shf.com

South Carolina lawmak-
ers said fixing state roads and
improving ecducation in rural
communities top their list of
priorities for the upeoming leg-
izlative session.

nside

Can Republicans, Dempcrats
wiork tagether? €1

Lawmakers highlighted
some of the issues they will
address this vear duckng the

ou

SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA

rnal

annual preview workshop held
Thursdayin the Solomon Blatt
Building in Columbia. This
year's legislative session will
begin on Tuesday.

Repairing the state's deta-
riorating roads and bridges
has been a priority for the last
several vears, but legislators

said infrastructure needs are a
higher priority since the historic
flooding in Octabor,
“10wedidn't have any incen-
tive before, [ think we certainly
donow," gaid Sen. Greg Hem-
bree, R-Morth Myrtle Beach.

SEE LEGISLATURE, A4

PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP

District 7 in talks to take
over Meeting Street Academy

Spartanbairg Schosl Mﬂ?mmnﬂmmmmmu taking over the upﬁmmamechmslrmmw The agreement, if
approwed al a later date by the boards of both Meeting Streef and District 7, would lead to Meeting Street Acadeny becoming a public schosl operated

by District 7 in 2 pablic-private parteership. ALEX HICKS /ALEX HICKS@SHICOM

By Zach Fox
zachfowdshjcom

Spartanburg School District 7 has begun
preliminary discussions about Raking over

Distriet 7 would operate the school’s
facilities and supply necessary services,
such as transportation, food services,
technological support and maintenance,

Meeting Strect Academy would own

alleviate overcrowding issues at both
Cleveland Academy of Leadership and
Mary H. Wright Elementary School, Both
are at or near capacity, Booker said,
There still are hurdbes toelear befare the
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Lawmakers back at work

Legislators ready
to respond to
tumultuous year

BY JIM HILLEY

When South Caolinas
Goneral Assemnbly cork-
virees Tucsulay, legiskalors
willl deal with a $1.13 billon
sagrplusg, aomanalate from
1w 5.0, Supreme Court to
aweirlesnl panlilie aducation
and the allermadh ol &
1,000k vesar [lood that only
il thee sinte inlmstme:
Lnaree parabalien wiorse

At the annual Legislitive
Woakslvop for the Media on
Tharsdsy in Columbin,
legislators soumded hoge-
fuld that thie Generad As
sembly will make slgnift-
canl Pesdway tohvands
salving some of the state’s
pasliems, mirliculkary
after the state came togeth-
e arond e Conlisdegate
Mz s sl messpondend 1o
10se fhoa] with a atited il
oo o

“Everyane ks working
{engert e s Rl i o big
deal,” sabl one panclist,

Dirvectar of Baodsed D
velogumeent Les Boles baid
il hoes e surplus ass
cateulated and where it
canee [rom. bt differences
of opinion seon surfaced
Aboart jts wee

Requ Gary Simrill, B-
York, =abd ife money cnly
Ierinnges Rhoe state ek Do
where it needs fo e,

“We alreudy lunse buoud-
et requests for early
e Liges that miuch,” T
saigl, “Our relde is 1o be
proindl stewirds of Ly
ors dollnrs sl sewpd 1he
ey Tk,

*T's like: v paid £33 Tal-
liom in the trough and
yrellex] “Sooeic™ coamment-
ol Sem, Harry Peeler, R-
Cherakoe, st 1he bl
#et requests,

The state's dederiorating
Inftastructure ks one area
sl prsay T Ak ey
oant of the trough, Lt ses-
w1, L Floaise pasged
ard sepn B e Senade leg-
islation calling i a s
Tane b fo Pl raad re-
peairs, Bul that may poel got
much trsselion in thie Sen-
ate in ameloction year,
IEills Enbrodimeoed by oo
chamber Iast year ave sLill
vl dhuring e twoeyear
General Assembly cycle,

“It's ATt 1o po horbe
to taxpayers and cxplain

T B0l B ROCOLRRNTIE /TR SUNTER TTEM
Above, state Sen. Thomas MeElveen, D-Sumter, explsing prablems with the existing spitem
of representatives for South Carelina Department of Transpartation Cemmission during
Thursday’s legislative briefing held by $.C. Press Association in Columbla,

Biebow, McElveen enjoys a light mement with members of the Pickens County delegatian,
state Rep. Gary Clary, R-Pickens, and Sen, Larry Martin, B-Plckens, during Thursday's 5.C.
Press Asseclation leghslative briefing in Calumbia,

raksing taxes with & sur-
s cotiing i, Peeler
bl

Sony, Groeg Hembioes, H-
Horry, saich the kol anky
Trighliphte] how oo the
reeids qme

“It willl brring us o wew

s of urgeaey,™ he sadd.

=W e already fwo de-
ezndes behuind on o infras
strupctiure plan,” Req
Kenny Binglan, B-Lex-
ington said. "The need is

St Larey Mariin

T ek,

Last yvear, the Senate lad
s eram verson of @ roeds
L, T the deleste oh b-
Frstreciun: never meeched
1he oot This vear, i is
Tistand it Ul dewp ol Thee
upper chamber's agend:,

Lagislalors Mrom both
parties said more money
Fir mosids st b ooom:
pamied by reform of the
roads commmission witl
somne calling for the come:

milssion b0 Te appointed by
Ahe Eovei PG

Sear Thomas MoElvoeen,
I-Surter, sakl tleat congld
Bt smmadber oountics

“UroVaribord Koy the
vl e in s Bike
Chardeston, Lexington aml
Horry conanelies,™ T s,
I imporiang to e
prshirlmack fmam the smidls
or distriets. They must

SEE SESSION, PALE A5

Kazakhstan Army visits U.S. Army Central

BY MASTER 5GT.
GARY QUALLS

ARCENT amd Shaw Adir
Forer Base (o soe how
The Arany and Al Force

SCIENCE
Mating dinosaurs
left their marks on

the ground A5

FACT CHECK
Obamas’s gun
proposals
may fall short

BY ALICIA A. CALDWELL

b Ateciated Py

WASHINGTON — President CHama's
Jropensals to tighten gun contred rules
iy e sceomplish his goal of Reeping
guns out of’ the kands of would-be crimi-
tkals sl those whes aeen't Begalky sallowwesd
10 by n wenpoa., In shord, thad’s becausae
Al conmditions Be s changing by execu-
1ive notion are murkicr thae e made
bt drnnd on B,

Cibnmmi wiks sehwedulbed to ik npmin
aboat guns Thursday evening when he
pliens b dmke quiesiions Trom gun coastrod
supgrorters and cpponents alike in & tele-
vised town hall meeting on RPN,

Some of Obama’s comments and how
Uiy cornpare witkh 1 Gets:

OBAMA: A violeat [elon can bagy U
HACE SR Weapon over the [nternet
with no bashpround check, no guestins
Askowd.”

THE FACTS: 115 mod 1Ieal strsuiglat o
wanrd. B P, Gederadly Ticenssd gun desd
e are reilired by Law to ootduct beck-
wraand checks e gan purchises no
matter where the sale takes place — ina
slews, il a0 pun sl or ondine, Wiile pri.
wvade gun sales can be conducted online,
if thes sl Brvolves peoplis in dilferent
states, & licetsod gun dealer in the state
where the gun is golng =uill has to be in-
wvolved i the transfer.

Repardiess of the seller, it ks {ltegal for
a convicted felon to buy or possess & gun
unless they have had thelr riphis re-
stewed, B prohildated Buyers have edqd-
el the law to buy guns.

OBAMA: “We're golng to require fre-
armms thealers Lo ceport mors: kst or sho-
1eae gooms o a dimely basis,™

THE FACTS: The: efTosct of this is unclear
Tecmse The povernment alrendy roes
autires g dealers to repord all Lot o
sdeslen guns within 48 hoors of discover
ing that they are missing. This is truwe v
guns in their shops or those being send to
theim, Cvamna did nod say how much fasi-
or hie wints thie repeorting 1o be or haw
hee woudd achicove that,

QBAMA: “Anybody in the Tmisiness of
s T firesrms st gel a leense and
conduct backgrouml ehecks, or be sub-
Joed 1o erantinal proseciiliogs, 1L doey’L
e whether you've doing it over the
Internet oF &t & g 2o [ nol wlhepe
woan il it Bl whisl you do”

THE FACTS: “In the basiiness” is the Hey
camdilian fir ooming wruder this reuiee.
ment, amwd the definition mny hane 2 bod
of wigglis room. Frloral v dbaelines poo-
e whe “repetitively buy and sell fire-
airms with the prineipal motivie of make
ing m profit” ns being “engmged in the
Tasiness” of selling guns and requires
therm tax b Ticemsed. Thee license process
includes 5 5200 appdication oo and a
criminal background check, People whe
anly eccasbonally sell guns from thelr
ol eollesctions don't have o apply
Ton a lieense,

Thoe law dlois nol specilly Bow many
#uns a person has to sell toe e consld-
e “engaged in ihe basiness™ of selling
guns and neither did Obama. His new
puilakios dallibes o desaler G one alsose
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Sen. William H. ‘Billy’ O’Dell: 1938-2016

made 5C a hetier place'

Senator’s

influence
O'DELL BIOGRAPHY , : 3 - i&lt aAcCross
) ' state, area

PUEE-S0ENAL FRE POl
State Son. William H. “Bily™ O'Dell, who served in the stale senate representing Andorson,
Abboville and Greenwood counties, diod Thursday moerning.

Seo ODELL, page 34

Special election needed






SPORTS Last time facing Alabama was eye-opener for Clemson. Page 1D

TODAY'S
WEATHER

Woslty doudy
wilha lowch of rain.
Higha 58, ke
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S.C. Education

Lawakers claim systemic problems

Serstors and representalives from across tmmu Imkpm
in a legislative warkshop for the media Thursday in Columbia.
Pictured: Rep. Gary Clary, (R-Pickens), answers a g

about education reform.

Haley: Changes
being made to
fight domestic
violence in SC

The hasac e Fress

COLUMBIA — Progress Is be-
img made in South Carolin’s Tight
agains domestic violence, B mone
time s necded to study the problem
:||1|:Im:lnl,'u]shilh'l.'.:l.pﬂm:wnlutil.
Croe Nikki Haley saicl Thursday

A1 a Starehouse news conference,
Haley told reporters she has signed
thorese new execiiive onders |:u'r|.'|ir|-
img to b issue, which was a majos
wophe duting last years beglslarive
sessin, Cne would give the Souls
Ciareding  Doaestie Vielence Taik
Farce mae time to continue Anding
ways o fight the problem

Sentioaewitde, South Carnling conss.
iemntly ranaks amiong the worst states
percaplia in women killed by men. A
year agas Haley created the task fome
Lty o0 Up wwitly M'm,.nul. cuiliurl
changes o combar the prolilem.

In August, the panel Issued do-
ens of moommendations, including
training mwome 901 operators, im-
proving documentation of the crime
scene and increasing the number of
shedler= slafewidi

Anatheronder woulddirect Cabine
apgencles techange hman resources
pedicies to provide more guidance
o b b handbe employees who
mexy b affected by abuse, such as
providing them with leave and avall-
able mesmirces,

The third order roquires Caline
apencies that regularly screen poo-
ple for bencfits and other assistance
Ler lewnk finr ot e vliobenee signes.

I the session that ended last swm-
mer, legislators passed a law tha
imcneased |:-|,'n.'|||i|.-=: for danesdic
vialemee convictions amd gave pros.
ecutors mare options for punish-
e,

1! Tl:uumlu}'. [Enked 'h}' prosecil-
toas fromn aceoss the stave and oiher
members of the task foree, Haley
said the panel is “going toe good to
stop” and needs mone Hme past he
[, 31, 2015, deadline originally set
up i bver order chat created it

E¥ JOSHUA LLOYD
Ko ing Hves:
Byt no Lo

COLUMBIA — Several state law-
makers say a lack of Runding isnt
necessarily the bigpest provlilen e
ing Sowh Carolings psorkously in-
adequate primary education sysiem
im rural schodsl disiricts

Avalegislazive panel session Thurs-
day in Cnlumbéa, several beghslators
saic] Sonatls Carolina s ranked 230d in
e pantion for the wmoent of iy
sl per student — just above av.
erage — while remaining near [ast

Mick Townsend, Jeff Helton, Dr. Deepak Chowdhary and Dr. Supen Patel
Ieck al the seating chart for the Dancing with the Slars event. thiem.

2016 Legislative Outlook

w Coming in the Sunday edition of the
Worning Hews. an in-depth ook al the
Ropics Ehat Emmakers” Sy will shape
1l M6 legialative cescann Topics of
interest will involve road funding.
wlhics, oversighd, mopeds and morne.

in mational educaiion ompetency
EIHTETITES

Mone than one lwmaker poined
wowand poor money management
and back of viahle |L\!I|Ur!|tip a |:|ri-
mary problems.

“The truth [5, the numbers show

wirre above the natlonal average for
per-porsen funding.” sakd Beaufor
}t¢|:|L'I|Ii|.':|||. Sen. Tann Elvis ‘!‘l.l::llht'
wer can allocae the dollars in a way
that s more equitable; maybe we can
get & belter bang for our buck, There
is @ disconnect betwesn spensding
anwl resulis. This suggests o o re-
Torms need to be made in how we
wisir Ll dballars we '\.]1QIHJ.-'
*Marwwing money a1 our education
system will not solve the problem.
IE that was the casc we could have
sodvid it I|:-||.-3 apnlsil :H.'qslllpunl,'l:lt?

See FUNDING. Page 34

Hea,ded to the dance floor

FLORENCE =

Y MELESSA ROLLINS.
o rrg Nerwn
Ll oo e i S e

Lam L e L

Couples set for annual danee contest

Mindy  Taylor,  Scheol
Foundaion board member
and a member of the plan-
Itil1ﬂ commitiee by Dane-

The cou- ing with the Siars, said
ples are et and the com-  the pairing pany |5 usu-
petition has begure, The  ally the mast stresshul nighs
Drancing with the Sars of for e dameers becnse
Florence pairing pamy was  everything & now.

held Thursday nighe a1 the
I5h!}1:| Center af Camdinas partner for the first fime
Hospilzl - Sysiem,
the mow groug of celebrity  egize abour selling ads and
dancers teir first look at  selling tables,” Taybor said,
the compwetition ahead of

“They are meeting thelr

giving Ty ane ioving Lo srat-

Zoo DANCING, Page 34

Greek Orthodox Church to observe Feast of Epiphany

Jr,1I|_':|' ko =abd that hir execugive

Lasdger fior the coming yesr would B SHAMIRA MOCRAY der the gazebo at The Palms Christian  Church  celebraces  bhess iv thar way,” Hanos sabld.
allacare funding o lelp comhar the L___{I:__-I;;:_h:;“w course at Crakdale Lake in Flor- - blessheg services with water as - These who amend the ser-
probdem, induding alsout S1% mil- ) ) P a means of extending the bless- wiee will also be sprinkled and
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2015 BEAUFORT COUNTY KILLINGS

2015 breaks record
for homicides

The vear was the deadliest in Beaufort
County in at least the past 20 years

Filo + Seafl ploio
Beautort County Sharff™s deputles gather on Oct. 22 to investigate the scene of a fatal shooting In the Muddy Creak Road area of
Hiiton Head Island. Hilton Head resident Charles Miller, 30, was shot and killed In the area of Snider Walk. Brian Allen Jr,, 22, was lat=
erarrested and charged with murder, Allen is being held at the Beaufort County Detention Center as he awalts court proceedings.

By CAITLIMN TURNER
cterneraidland packetoom « B43-700-R184

T his past year was the deadliest in

MORE ON
HOMICIDES

e

Soven days into the
ey yaar, police arg
alroady investigating
threa homcides. TA.

2014, and oaly three in 2013, The previ-
oas record is balieved to have been 12 in
2012,

In May, when the 1sland Packes and
Beaufort Gazette fiest raported about the
large number of killings, Sheriff '], Tan-
neer said he didn't seea trend developing.

Beaufore County inat beast the past
20 years, more than doubling the
previous years number of homicides.
The Wednesday discovery of a body in
Burton brings the number of homicides
believied tohave occurned in 2005 to 16,

only the third time since 1996 that the Today, he's changed his mind. - :

s For an interctive chart
number of killings has reached double showing the Aumber
- | PR T P L e b s i ol e Pl misan dman B A0 on 78 I PR L ST el ]

Estahblished in 1897

75 cents

Port
Royal
faces
lawsuit

Beaufort man charged in
flawed church molestation
case has filed a lawsuit against
the tawn, 055 and others.

By MATT McNAB
;:um-n.;hﬁr J.i.‘..t||-\.|||m'k|:'|.|,'|||t|
BA3-T0G-B125

A Beaufort man eleared of a
charnge of sexual conduct with a4
vizar-odd at achurcly Fﬂ:md:ly.mhlu.d
T Fibed 2 lorwean it syzainat thee town
af Port Royal, alleging its police
department slandened himn sad vio-
Intead his civil cigghits in s londlingg
o the investigation

Bath Juel Iacopelli and his wife,
Marianne Tacopelli, filed suit
arinst e fowen e Beaufrt Coun-
ty court on Dee. 31 Both lawsuits
also inchade police Sgt. Robent
Bilyurd, the Beaufort County Due-
partment of Social Services and
two D55 employees — Latasha
Williams and Kyra
ﬁ]:-u'ller — g clefen-
dants.

The lawsuit alleges
that Iacopelli was
sandered and mali-
chously prosecuted
by the police depart-
ment, whick initi-
atesed aned mmintnined
the eriminal process:  ONLINE
long after his charges  For video
had been dismissed.
rin:\::q:m“i':: arrest and
the department’s false  talking
accusations will fol
low Tacopelli the rest
of Tuis Bife, the Lnwsuit
e

Both lawsuits ac
cuse Bibvard and the story ot
two DES employessof | beaufort
violating the couple  garette,
Fourth, Fifileand 14th  com.
Anmendment rixh!x
during thelr Investigations.

Joel Tacopelli's lawsuit alsoe
includes Hope Haven of the
Lomweountry as a defemdant, which
he alleges was negligent in inter-
viewing the alleged victim, acoord
gt ot rocords,

Lcopelll was charged July 10
with criminal sesoual conduct with
a minor under the age of 1 for al
lgeerdly touchiing the child inogp-
propriately during a June 28 class
at Community Bible Church in
Port Royal. Six wascks later, folloowe-
iz npreliminany hearings, Beaufort
B ST ¥ e |, MO IR e




Brian Symmes
Cell: 803-673-9437
Office: 803-734-0304



