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ANDERSON, SOUTH CAROLINA

Regular Meeting - November 18, 2003 - 6: 00 p. m.

Linda N. Gilstrap, Clerk to Council

MINUTES

All area newspapers, radio stations and television stations were informed of this meeting in compliance
with guidelines set forth in the Freedom ofInformation Act

PRESENT

Chairman William C. Dees - District # 6 - Presiding
Vice Chairman Larry E. Greer - District # 3

G. Fred Tolly - District # 1

Gracie S. Floyd - District # 2

Clint Wright - District # 4

Mike Holden - District # 5

M. Cindy Wilson - District # 7

Joey Preston - Administrator

Tom Martin - County Attorney
Linda N. Gilstrap - Clerk to Council

Tammie Shealy - Deputy Clerk to Council ( left at 8: 30 p. m.)

During times ofdiscussion andpresentations the minutes are condensed andparaphrased.)

The official meeting of the Anderson County Council convened in the Council Chambers of the Historic

Courthouse on Tuesday, November 18, 2003 at 6: 00 p. m.

Chairman William C. Dees called the meeting to order. Council member Larry E. Greer read scripture
from the Bible and then asked that everyone pray silently for a couple moments. He ended with a

prayer. Everyone stood and pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Mr. Jack Abrams with the Anderson City Fire Department confirmed the 300 occupancy placard at the

rear of the Council Chambers and stated that there could not be any obstructions in the exits/ entrances

or the over-crowding of the assembly area, which are set forth in the fire codes. Chairman Dees asked

everyone standing to adhere to what the Anderson Fire Marshall just said.

Citizen Comments:

Mr. David Field of 198 Grande Oak Circle - Pendleton spoke in opposition to the proposed high- density
development known as Pendleton Station. He spoke in support of the R- 20 zoning will be part of the

plan and will be up for second reading.
Sheriff Gene Taylor said that there had been discussion regarding the proposed readdressing of the

balance budget would affect critical services such as EMS, Fire, or law enforcement. He said that the

reason he was there to ask Council not to cut the Sheriff's budget.
Ms. Luta Mayfield said she wanted County Council to "stay the course" because Council has been doing a

good job.
Mr. Cordes Seabrook said that Anderson County government was the best he'd ever seen it. It is the

best he ever expected to see it. He and his wife have lived a total 150 years in Anderson - they have

been active in precinct politics for 100 years between them so they have seen more history than most

people.
Mr. Don Bowen said that he was having property tax reassessment problems and have tried since July to

get some back up on this. He said that he ran across a Code of Law that would pertain to problems that

hears from most of the people. He said that he lives in Mr. Wright's district. He said that the Code of
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Ms. M. Cindy Wilson said that it was mentioned of the cost of the postcards that went to some of the

organizations and the Administrator said that it was paid for through Palmetto Pride. And the numbers

that Mr. Preston gave her on contributions - sponsors totaled almost $ 30,000 - in- kind contributions,

which included $ 44,512 salary, value that was volunteer time. The cost to run Keep America Beautiful,

according to the General Ledger Report, was over $242,000. She said it would be very helpful if Council

looked at it - to figure out a way to do a better job for less money in a tight budget year - especially
sending out post cards to have citizens coming to the meeting tonight.

Mr. Preston said that fees that are generated at the Anderson Landfill and is not paid for out of the

General operating budget pay for the Keep America Program. The cost of the postcards was paid for

from the Palmetto Pride organization and a grant.

Ms. Floyd said that a couple constituents ( man and wife) called her concerned over the condition of the

large United States flag. They asked if they could get the flag and repair it. The flag was not repairable
so the couple purchased a new flag to the County. Ms. Floyd said that the flag was given to the County
in honor of Seth Smith and the liberation of Dachau, Germany. The flag was presented to Mr. Preston.

Council thanked the couple for their generous donation of the flag to the County.

Council took a recess at 8: 25 p. m. Chairman Dees called the meeting back to order at 8: 35 p. m.

Chairman Dees stated that he neglected to call a name on the Citizens Agenda; Ms. Julie Miller. He

asked Ms. Miller to come forward with her comments. Ms. Miller said that she was very much in favor of

the tree ordinance.

Mr. Randolph Dillingham, Director of the Alternative School gave a brief presentation on the Alternative

School and the 8-year program. He requested that Council continue with their progress and not go
backwards.

Dr. Reggie Christopher, Superintendent of School District # 1 commented on Ordinance # 2003- 059 ( an

ordinance to exempt an amount of fair market value of real property located in the County sufficient to

limit to 15% any valuation increase attributable to a countywide appraisal and equalization program
conducted pursuant to Section 12- 43- 217. He asked Council to investigate the ordinance thoroughly -
Charleston did it and they experienced many problems. He said if shifts the tax from the rich to poor.

Mr. Mike Holden read Resolution # R2003- 082 - a resolution recognizing and honoring Anderson County
Citizen Carolyn J. H. Payton Pinson for her poetic accomplishments; and other matters related thereto.

Ms. Pinson was presented a framed copy of the resolution and she read a written message to Council

and the public. Council commended Ms. Pinson for her outstanding poetic undertakings. Mr. Holden

moved to approve and Ms. Wilson seconded. Vote was unanimous.

Item # 10 was withdrawn from the agenda. ( STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR THE GUARD AND THE

RESERVE).

Ms. Wilson said that the fact remained that the County never had a proper bid process on a very
valuable asset - Big Creek Landfill. She read a statement to let the public know what many people knew

at the time of the sale. She said that not long ago she received a letter from Upstate Forever - she read

the letter - " Both Allied Waste and Republic wants to handle Spartanburg County's waste and have
made attractive offers but then there is Waste Management which has made an offer that some say

simply can't be refused. They are willing to take care of all of Spartanburg County's residential waste at
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