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Upstate Coalition for the Disabled

Upstate Coalition@att.net

RECEIVE

0CT 1 8 2010

Department of Health & Human Services
October 11, 2010 “FEICE OF THE DRESTOR

The Honorable Lindsey Graham
508 Hampton Street, #202
Columbia, SC 29201

Dear Senator Graham;

We, as advocates for those with disabilities, recognize the difficulty you face in the next legislative
session as you grapple with budget allocations and diminished state revenue. We remind you that it is
your responsibility as a state lawmaker to help ensure that citizens with special needs have their core
needs met. The Olmstead Supreme Court Decision of 1999 states that these individuals should be served
in the “least restrictive environment.” Not only are we not doing that, but we are forcing them to remain
on long waiting lists that have not moved in almost two years. There are more than 5,500 individuals on
these lists and many of them will not live to receive even the most basic services.

As we anticipate more slashing in the State budget for 2011/2012, we ask you to be aware of the rights of
the disabled and not allow any additional cuts. Please do not forget those vulnerable lives that are losing
hope waiting for someone to care about their needs. Take a stand and show them you care, now and in the
future. We ask you to protect the rights of the disabled population of this state so we can all be proud to
call South Carolina a state that takes care of its own.

Very Truly Yours,

%&c ornd

John and Pat Schnorr, Members,
Upstate Coalition for the Disabled

ps

cc: South Carolina House of Representative Members
South Carolina Senators
SC DDSN Dir,
SC DDSN Commission Members
GC DSNB
SC HHS Dir.
CMS Dir.
Dir. Gov’t/Comm. Rel., DDSN



