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no coal ash
in Pickens
County
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RBARNETT@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

The state Department of Health
and Environmental Control will not
allow any coal ash from power plants
to be disposed of in a landfill in Pick­
ens County, an agency spokesman
said.

The new position comes after Gov.
Nikki Haley signed into law a bill that
overturns DHEC's previous approval
of a company's plan to put a liner in a
Class 2 landfill that is designed for
construction debris and other nontox­
ic waste, and dump tons of coal ash
there. The liner MRR Pickens LLC
proposed using is the same type as
used in Class 3 landfills, DHEC has
said.
"The new legislation requires that

coal ash from facilities that produce
electricity must be placed into a com­
mercial Class 3 solid waste landfill,"
Robert Yanity of DHEC said. "Since
MRR Pickens is a Class 2 landfill, it
will not be allowed to take coal ash

from facilities that produce electric­
ity,"
An attorney for MRR Pickens,

which planned to build a landfill on
State 93 near Liberty, has said the
company plans to fight the law in
court, arguing that it "discriminatory
and unconstitutional."

State Sen. Larry Martin, one of the
sponsors of the bill, said in a Facebook
post Friday that he's not surprised the
company is contemplating legal ac­
tion to continue its effort.
"I am a bit amused by what its at­

torney cites as a possible cause of ac­
tion and look forward to his pleadings
that connects either a state law or pro­
vision in the constitution to our ac­
tions," he said. "Our bill is a well­writ­
ten general state law that provides for
more environmental protection for
the disposal of coal ash and doesn't af­
fect just Pickens County.
"Rest assured that we are pre­

pared to see that the law is well de­
fended in court."

Yanity said Friday that MRR never
answered DHEC's questions about
where the coal ash would be coming
from or how much. DHEC sent a let­
ter to MRR on Dec. 11 asking for de­
tails after the company requested a
variance that would allow it to exceed
the 70,500­tons­per year limit on how
much waste it could put in the landfill.

The company has sued the Pickens
County and members of its Planning
Commission for $25 million, saying it
will lose that much profit if not al­
lowed to follow through with its plans.
The Planning Commission had re­
voked MRR's land use permit and or­
dered it to cease work toward devel­
oping the landfill.

The county approved the landfill in
2007, with the understanding that it
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would serve as a place for disposal of
nontoxic waste after its Class 2 landfill
is filled up, which is expected within
five years.
In answering the lawsuit, an attor­

ney representing the county said MRR
failed to copy the county with all corre­
spondence and documents the compa­
ny sent to DHEC during the develop­
ment phase of the landfill. Instead, it
went behind the county's back to get ap­
proval for what DHEC considered a
"minor permit modification" to install
a liner for coal ash, he said.
DHEC has said any coal ash MRR

would have been allowed to put in the
landfill would be required to meet the
same standard for toxicity as construc­

tion and demolition debris and materi­
als such as stumps and other land­clear­
ing debris.
MRR argues in a court document

that coal ash "always has been allowed"
under the company's Class 2 landfill
permit.
It cites DHEC regulations that say

acceptable Class 2 waste may be gener­
ated by "industrial, and/or manufactur­
ing activities and/or obtained from seg­
regated commercial waste."
It says DHEC has the authority to

approve waste for Class 2 landfill dis­
posal "on a case­by­case basis, or waste
that test less than 10 times the maxi­
mum contaminant level" listed in the
State Primary Drinking Water Regula­
tion.

"CCR (Coal Combustion Residuals)

or coal ash falls within the waste char­
acterization standard" of the safe
drinking water regulation," MRR ar­
gues.
"In fact CCR or coal ash is and has

been accepted in Class Two Landfills or
its equivalent for nearly 25­30 years in
South Carolina under SCDHEC over­
sight and authorization," it says.
The U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency requires that coal ash be dis­
posed of in lined landfills, although it
leaves regulation to the states.
County officials, and many county

residents opposed allowing the dispos­
al of coal ash, which can contain toxic
heavy metals such as lead and arsenic.
The county's solid waste manage­

ment plan doesn't allow Class 3 land­
fills.
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Army Corps passes over
MB, NMBforfunding
SouthStrandbeachesget full$16millionfunding

Army Corpssaidneedsaremoreurgent inSurfside,GardenCity

BY AUDREY HUDSON
ahudson@thesunnews.com

NorthMyrtle Beach and
Myrtle Beachwill not get
any of thefederal con­
structionfunding ap­

proved byCongress inDecember
for beachrenourishment projects.
Officials arenowlooking for

other sources of fundingthat could
beavailable through theArmy
Corps ofEngineers toreplacetons
of sandswept awaybylast year's
storms.
The last resort, concedes U.S.

Rep. Tom Rice,R­MyrtleBeach, is
that federal money won't beavail­
able until the nextfiscal year,
which wouldlikely go toward fund­
ingthe entire Grand Strand re­
nourishment projectscheduled for
2018.
"We arecontinuing totalk tothe

Army Corpsof Engineers,"Rice
said."There isasmall amountof
money left inemergencyfunding."
Rice waskey insecuringaddi­

tional moneyin theArmy Corps'
national budget forshore protec­
tion,of which $16 million was
awarded bythe agencyheadquar­
tersinWashington toSouth Car­
olina.
The corps determined that all of

that money will bespent along
Surfside Beach,Garden CityBeach
andasmall portion ofGeorgetown
County, which lost332,000 cubic
yardsof sandduring theOctober
storms and atotalof 1.7 million
cubic yardsof sandsince the last
renourishmentproject in2008.
Inaddition tothe federal fund­

ing, theproject willrequire $8
million fromstate andlocalfund­
ing, saidJustinPowell, assistant
administrator forHorry County.
NorthMyrtle Beach wasinline

for themoney, citingthe needto
replace 1.7million cubic yardsat
an estimatedcost of $26 million ­
$16million of whichwould come
fromthe corps andthe remainder
fromlocal andstatefunds, saidPat
Dowling,spokesman forNorth
Myrtle Beach.That areareported a
loss of morethan240,000 cubic
yardsof sandfrom theOctober
storms.
The city ofMyrtle Beach was

also upfor the funding,having lost
morethan 117,000 cubic yardsof
sand inlast year'sstorms,and
morethan 900,000cubic yards
since thelast renourishment pro­

jectin2008. The corps estimated
the costfor that projectat $9 to
$10million infederal funds,plus
$5 to$6million instate andlocal
money.
"There isstill apossibility for

emergency funding forNorth Myr­
tle Beach andGarden City, inaddi­
tion tothe constructionfunding,"
Powell said.
Glenn Jeffries, spokeswomanfor

the ArmyCorps of Engineersinthe
Charleston district office,saidthe
decisionto direct allof the funding
tobeaches alongthe southendof
the countywas because ofthe risk
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''WE'RENOTGOINGTO
CRYOVERSPILLEDMILK,
WE'REGOINGTO
CONTINUETOLOOKFOR
EMERGENCYFUNDING.
Pat Dowling, North Myrtle Beach
spokesman
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toinfrastructure including
homes, roadsandutilities.
"North MyrtleBeach and

Garden Cityhad similar
cost­benefit ratios, so the
decisionwas based onthe

infrastructure (needs)be­
hindthe beach," Jeffries
said."That wasthe onewith
the greatestneed."
Army Corpsofficials are

already inthe design phase

tobegin work onthe south
end, acontract isexpected
tobeawarded bySeptem­
ber, andwork completed in
fourtosix months, Jeffries
said.

Ofmorethan $43million
appropriated byCongress
for beachrenourishment
projects, $23 million was
allocated toNew Jersey,
$2.4million toIndiana, $1.5

SC0148 Sun News
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 03/04/2016

Army Corps passes over MB, NMB for funding
BY AUDREY HUDSON ahudson@thesunnews.com
111.91 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Myrtle Beach, SC    Circulation: 61238

Page: 1

63027-03-04_1003.pdf

County: Horry



million toCalifornia, $1
million toFlorida, and $16

JASONLEE jlee@thesunnews

FencingalongGardenCityBeachonceheldback dunesthat were destroyed bylastyear'sstorms.Garden CityandSurfsidebeacheswill getthe entire
amountof federal beachrenourishmentfundingforconstructiontomake repairs.Myrtle BeachandNorthMyrtle Beachwereturneddown.

million toSouthCarolina,
according tothe Army
Corps' civilworks construc­
tionplan for2016.
Gov. NikkiHaley included

$40 million inherbudget
request forthe Department
ofParks, Recreation,and
Tourismtospend on emer­
gencybeach work torepair
erosioncaused by last year's
storms,but the fundinghas
yet tobeapproved bythe
statelegislature.

Powell saidthesouth end
beachwork needs about $4
million infundingfromthe
state,and another$4 mil­
lionwill come fromHorry
County,Surfside Beach and
GeorgetownCounty.
"Iwish wehad gotten (all)

thenecessary funding, but
I'm happy wegotwhat we
didand I'llcontinue work­
ingtomake surethe north
partof thestrandis taken
careofas well," Ricesaid.
InNorthMyrtle Beach,

Cherry Grovesuffereda

doublewhammyfrom Trop­
icalStorm Ana andthe off­
shore passing ofHurricane
Joaquin in2015.
"It's notthreatening

structures, but it'sstill being
impacted, andit will defi­
nitely have an impacton
tourism," Dowling said."
People liketoset upumbrel­
las, and ifthey're having
trouble finding abeach at
high tide, theymight move
down the beachor move
elsewhere. That's partof
why it'scritical toourtou­

rism industry."
"We're notgoing tocry

over spilled milk,we're
going tocontinue tolook for
emergency funding,"Dow­
ling said."Ifwecan't find
emergency fundingbetween
now andthen, we'll have to
wait until 2018, which
leaves us pretty exposed,
particularly inthe Cherry
Grove area."

Audrey Hudson
843­444­1765; Twitter
@AudreyHudson
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Haley orders study of
impact on business
COLUMBIA (AP) ­

South Carolina Gov. Nikki
Haley said a statewide evalu­
ation of local taxes and regu­
lations will help counties
attract and grow businesses.
The Republican announced

Wednesday signing an ex­
ecutive order that creates the
Local Government Competi­
tiveness Council.
It said city and county

??????????????????????????
burden the business com­
munity, so there should be
an analysis of local govern­
ments' impact on economic
and quality­of­life issues.
Haley said the review will

?????????????????????????­
stand what they can do – and
how they should vote – to be
more competitive.
The committee's evalua­

tion will focus on counties'
public infrastructure, taxes
and workforce readiness.
It will be led by Rick

Reames, director of the state
Department of Revenue.
The group will report its

??????????????????????­
tions to Haley.
The order contains no

timeline.
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Worry
over
road
plan
JEFFREY COLLINS
Associated Press
COLUMBIA ­ The House

speaker and some other law­
makers were cautious while
many Senate Republicans and
the governor celebrated a plan
that could set aside an additional
$400 million to repair South
Carolina roads without raising
the gas tax.
House Speaker Jay Lucas said

the Senate needs to come up with
a better plan, while Sen. Ray

Cleary said all the proposal does
is make sure the Department of
Transportation has money for
one year and even if it's available
after that, it won't be enough to
expand roads in a rapidly grow­
ing state, only maintain them.
"If we go into another reces­

sion, what are you going to cut?"
said the Murrells Inlet Republi­
can, who is in the last year of his
12­year Senate career. He has

spent most of that time trying
to get a stable source of money
for roads, such as by raising the
gas tax.
Lucas' statement Thursday

pointed out the 323 days since
the House passed its road plan,
which raised the sales tax on fuel
for a more stable funding source.
"The current Senate amend­

ment simply kicks the can fur­
ther down the road and frankly,

into a pothole. The General As­
sembly has been using general
fund dollars to slap a Band­Aid
on roads for years with very lit­
tle to show for it," the Hartsville
Republican said.
A year ago, a gas tax increase

appeared nearly inevitable. Gov.
Nikki Haley stunned the entire
Statehouse by saying she could

Please see Road plan, Page A2
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support a gas tax increase if
there was a corresponding
tax cut. The state Cham­
ber of Commerce followed
with a poll saying most
South Carolinians could
support raising the gas
tax for the first time in 30
years to fix potholes and
bridges. Claims for dam­
age caused by poor roads
have increased rapidly and
business leaders suggested
the economy might slow if
the state didn't improve its
roads.

But three senators, led by
Sen. Tom Davis, filibustered
at the end of the 2015 ses­
sion against a gas tax hike
and stuck their ground this
year, eventually bringing

nearly all the Senate Re­

publicans to their side. The
governor also praised the
plan on her Facebook page
as "exactly what we need in
South Carolina."
Davis shrugged off

whether he is the new hero
for Republicans with lib­
ertarian leanings. "It was
about making sure the dol­
lars people send up here for
roads and bridges are spent
in a responsible way," the
Beaufort Republican said.

Others aren't as happy.
Senate Minority Leader
Nikki Setzler said Demo­
crats never got a say during
the weeks of stalling and
now will only get a day or

two next week to debate and
possibly change the Repub­
licans' plan.
Cleary said raising the gas

tax was never discussed in
public before his fellow Re­
publicans decided their plan

was the way to go.
"You let the body decide.

We didn't get to debate it
today. We didn't debate it
last year, we didn't debate
it this year. We were held
hostage until we gave up
and surrendered," Cleary
said.

Rep. Gary Simrill helped
get the House bill through
that chamber. He said $400
million from the general
fund is better than noth­

ing, but there are short­
comings to using general
fund money. The gas tax is a
much more stable source of
funding, and out­of­state
drivers pay it too, the Rock
Hill Republican said.
"When it's from the fuel

pump to DOT, that stream
of revenue cannot be taken,"
Simrill said.
Business leaders also are

behind the proposal with
some reservations.
"It may be the best we

would hope for under the
circumstances," said South
Carolina Alliance to Fix Our
Roads Executive Director
Bill Ross. "This is just a
temporary fix. It's not a long
term fix."
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The $400 million would
get the pavement on al­
most all South Carolina
interstates to good condi­
tion. It fixes less than half
of the state's primary roads
and reduces the number of

deficient bridges by half.
It also falls short of the
roughly $1 billion the DOT
said would allow it to widen
interstates.

Follow Jeffrey Collins on
Twitter at http://twitter.com/
JSCollinsAP. His work can
be found at http://bigstory.
ap.org/content/jeffrey­collins
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Worrylingers withS.C.
SenateGOP's road plan
BYJEFFREY COLLINS
AssociatedPress
COLUMBIA

The Housespeaker and some
other lawmakers were cautious
whilemany SenateRepublicans
andthe governor celebrated aplan
that couldset aside an additional
$400million torepairSouth Car­
olinaroads withoutraising the gas
tax.
HouseSpeaker JayLucassaid

the Senateneeds tocomeup with
abetter plan,while Sen.Ray
Cleary saidall proposaldoes is
make surethe Department of
Transportation hasmoney for one
year andeven ifit's available that,
it won't beenough toexpand
roadsinarapidly growingstate,
onlymaintain them.
"Ifwe go intoanother recession,

what areyougoing tocut?" said
the MurrellsInlet Republican, who
is inthelast year of his12­year
Senatecareer. Hehas spent most

of that timetrying toget a stable
source ofmoney for roads, suchas
byraising thegas tax.
Lucas' statement Thursday

pointedout the 323 days since the
Housepassed its roadplan, which
raisedthe salestax onfuel fora
morestable fundingsource.
"Thecurrent Senate amend­

ment simply kicks thecan further
down theroad andfrankly, intoa
pothole.The General Assembly
hasbeen using generalfund dol­
lars toslap aBand­Aidon roads
for years withvery littleto show
for it," theHartsville Republican
said.
A yearago, agas taxincrease

appeared nearlyinevitable. Gov.
Nikki Haley stunnedthe entire
Statehouse bysayingshe could
support agas taxincreaseif there
was acorresponding taxcut. The
stateChamber of Commercefol­

lowedwith apoll sayingmost
SouthCarolinians couldsupport
raisingthe gas taxfor thefirsttime
in30 years tofixpotholes and
bridges.Claims fordamage caused
bypoor roadshave increased rap­
idlyand businessleaderssuggest­
ed the economymight slow ifthe
statedidn't improve its roads.
Butthree senators,led bySen.

Tom Davis,filibustered at theend
of the2015session againstagas
taxhikeand stuck their ground
this year.
Davis shrugged offwhether heis

the new herofor Republicans with
libertarianleanings. "It wasabout
making surethedollars people
send upherefor roadsand bridges
are spentinaresponsible way,"
the BeaufortRepublican said.
Others aren't ashappy. Senate

SEE ROAD,5A
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MinorityLeader NikkiSet­
zler saidDemocrats never
gotasayduring theweeks
of stallingand nowwill only
get aday or two nextweek
todebate.
Cleary saidraisingthe gas

taxwas never discussed in
public beforehisfellow
Republicans decidedtheir
planwas the waytogo.
"Youletthebodydecide.

Wedidn'tgettodebateit
today.Wedidn'tdebateit

lastyear,wedidn'tdebateit
thisyear.Wewereheldhos­
tageuntilwegaveupand
surrendered,"Clearysaid.
Rep. Gary Simrillhelped

get the Housebill through
that chamber. He said$400
million fromthe general
fund isbetter thannothing,
but there areshortcomings
tousing generalfund mon­
ey. Thegas taxis amuch
morestable source offund­
ing, andout­of­state drivers

pay it too, theRock Hill
Republican said.
"When it'sfromthe fuel

pumptoDOT, that stream
ofrevenue cannotbetak­
en,"Simrillsaid.
Businessleaders alsoare

behind theproposal with
somereservations.
"Itmay bethebest we

wouldhope for under the
circumstances,"saidSouth
CarolinaAlliance toFixOur

Roads ExecutiveDirector
Bill Ross.
The $400million would

get the pavement onalmost
all SouthCarolina inter­
states togoodcondition. It
fixes less thanhalf of the
state's primary roads and
reduces the number of defi­
cient bridges byhalf. Italso
falls shortof theroughly $1
billionthe DOTsaidwould
allow it towiden interstates.
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S.C.ChamberofCommercePresidentTedPittscallsontheS.C.
SenatetopassastateroadbillinColumbia.
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Governor says elected officials
arrested onDUIsshould resign
BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley
saidWednesday that Rich­
land Countycouncilman
Kelvin Washington and
11thCircuitSolicitor Don­
nie Myers, bothrecently
arrested ondrunkendriv­
ingcharges, shouldresign.
"When youlook at any

elected officialsthat be­
lieve theyare abovethe
law, there'saproblem,"
shetold reporters at the
S.C. StateHouse. "Ithink
they bothshould resign.
Our office islooking at
options."
Haley canremove them

fromoffice only ifthey are
indicted onacrime of
so­called "moral turpi­
tude," abroad legal term
for actsthat violate society
norms.
Myerswas arrested last

weekfor drunken driving
after the S.C.Highway
Patrol respondedtoacar
accident whereMyers' car
had runoff theroad and
hit autility pole.
Myerswas arrested for

driving under the influ­
ence in2005,pleading
guilty tothecharge. In
2012, Myerswascharged

with having an opencon­
tainer ofalcoholin hiscar.
Efforts toreach Myers

were unsuccessful
Wednesday.
Richland CountyCoun­

cilmanKelvin Washington
was chargedwith felony
drunken driving afterhe
crashed intoanother car
Saturday night nearHop­
kins.The 22­year­old
driverof the other carwas
takentothe hospital with
serious injuries.
Washington'sattorney,

MichaelDuncan,declined
tocomment Wednesday.
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ROADREPAIRFUNDING

SenateRepublicans
force voteson bill
Proposal wouldtake$400millionoutof general
budgetfor roadswithoutraisinggas tax

Conservativeofficialshadbeen filibustering

300amendmentsmeanit couldbe awhilebeforea
vote on wholebill
BY JEFFREY COLLINS
Associated Press
COLUMBIA

Republicans inthe
SouthCarolina Senate
decided Wednesdayto
begin forcing votes ona
billto get moremoney to
the stateroads.
Republicans unitedfor a

cloturevote after appear­
ingtoget behind a propos­
al that wouldtake $400
million out ofthe general
budget andput it toward
roadswithout raising the
state's gas tax.
Although the24­16vote

alongparty linesabout
6:30p.m. Wednesday
started the process in
motion, it couldbeawhile
beforeanyvote on the
whole bill.Senaterules
give members20 minutes
todebate an amendment,
andSenate PresidentPro
Tem HughLeatherman

saidearlier this week
there were 300amend­
ments tothe billtobe
heard.
Democrats werefurious

at the moveandwarned
they would takeas much
time asallowed, notcar­
ingif they stalledthe state
budget andany otherbills.
"Idon't knowhow long

we aregoing tostay here,
but it's awhile,"said state
Sen. BradHutto, D­Or­
angeburg. "Nowwe got
ourselvesinto a parlia­
mentary snafuthat will
take days,weeks,
months."
Republicans forced the

issue after weeks ofin­
action. Conservative sen­
atorswere filibustering to
stop agas taxincrease but
suddenly stoppedtotake
upan amendment that

providedextra highway
money without raisingthe
gas taxandwould allow
the governor toappointall
eight members ofthe
Department of Trans­
portation'sboard.
"We have tofix theway

we fixroads beforewe
give themmorefunding,"
saidSen. Larry Grooms,
R­Charleston.
When Lt.Gov. Henry

McMasterruled that
amendmentcould notbe
considered, Republicans
moved tolimit debate.A
similar amendmentwill be
heard later.
The actiontookplace

hoursafter Gov. Nikki
Haley saidLeatherman
was usinghis positionas
president ofthe Senateto
holdthe roadsbill hos­
tage.

"Heis holding hostage
ourroads inthe nameof
power, andthat's oneof
the worstthings youcan
ever do,"Haley said."The
senators needto get
strong and listentotheir
constituents."
Leatherman was onthe

Senatefloor andnot im­
mediately available to
comment.But hevoted
for the cloturemotion.
Haley's commentsat a

news conference Wednes­
daycontinued along­
standing feudbetweenthe
twoRepublicans. Haley
went toachamber of
commerce eventin Flo­
rence last yearand with
Leatherman inattend­
ance, blamed him and a
fewDemocratic lawmak­
ers for stoppingethics
reform.
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JEFFREY COLLINS AP

State Sens. HughLeatherman,R­Florence,left,andHarveyPeeler, R­Gaffney,right,
listen toafilibusteronaroadsbillinthe state SenatechamberonWednesday.

SC0148 Island Packet
Page Number: 5Publication Date: 03/03/2016

Senate Republicans force votes on bill
BY JEFFREY COLLINS Associated Press
48.98 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Hilton Head Island, SC    Circulation: 20015

Page: 2

65024-03-03_5001.pdf

County: Beaufort



10 things
gov. could
havesaid
to Trump

BYDAVIDLAUDERDALE

S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley took
the highroadwhen Donald
Trump attacked heron Twitter.
Itwas probably asoundstra­

tegic move,knowing he would
not knowhisway around there.
"Blessyour heart," Haley

tweeted backwhen the GOP
presidential leader sentthis out:
"The peopleof SouthCarolina
are embarrassedby NikkiHa­
ley!"
Shecould have embarrassed

herselfby calling him apissant,
or someotherappropriate
Southern put­down.
But"Bless yourheart"is the

highroad because it isaput­

down indisguise.
Down South, it wouldoften be

followedby asweet little expla­
nation. Suchas:
"Hecan't hepit. Dr. Brush

dropped him whenhe was
bawn."
Shemight couldhave thrown

alittle elbowby saying, "So
sweet of youtospeak onSouth
Carolina's behalf,kudzu
mouth."
Here's aTop 10 listofSouth­

ernresponses torude Yankees
that Haley mighthave chosen:

A Deltais readywhen youare.

A You ain'tso many youcan'tbe

counted.
A Comeback tosee us,you

hear?
A God don'tlike ugly.

A Fiddle­dee­dee.

A Mightcould.

A Wellhush mymouth.

A Dowhat?

A You eatwith that mouth?

A You lie!

DavidLauderdale:
843­706­8115,
@ThatsLauderdale

JOHN BAZEMORE AP

NikkiHaley
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Worrylingerswith SC
SenateRepublicans'
$400Mroadplan
BY JEFFREY COLLINS
Associated Press
COLUMBIA

Somelawmakers were
cautiouswhile manySen­
ate Republicans andthe
governor celebrated aplan
that couldset aside an
additional $400 million to
repairSouth Carolina
roadswithout raising the
gas tax.
Sen. RayCleary saidall

the plandoesis make sure
the Department ofTrans­
portation hasmoney for
oneyear,and even ifit's
available,that won't be
enoughto expand roadsin
arapidly growing state,
onlymaintain them.
"Ifwe go intoanother

recession, whatare you
going tocut?"saidthe
Murrells Inlet Republican,
who isinthe last year of
his12­year Senatecareer.
He hasspent most ofthat
timetrying to get astable
source ofmoney for roads,
suchas byraising thegas
tax.
A yearago, it appeared

Cleary mightget his wish.

Gov. Nikki Haley stunned
the entireStatehouse by
sayingshe couldsupporta
gas taxincrease ifthere
was acorresponding tax
cut. The stateChamber of
Commerce followedwith
apoll sayingmost South
Carolinians couldsupport
raising thegas taxfor the
firsttime in30years tofix
potholes andbridges.
Claimsfor damage caused
bypoor roadshave in­
creased rapidlyand busi­
nessleaders suggested the
economy mightslow ifthe
statedidn't improve its
roads.
Butthree senators, led

bySen. Tom Davis, R­
Beaufort, filibustered at
the endof the2015 ses­
sionagainst agas taxhike
andstuck their ground
this year,eventually bring­
ingnearlyall the Senate
Republicans totheir side.
"It wasabout making

sure the dollarspeople
send upherefor roadsand
bridgesare spent ina
responsible way,"he said.
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WorrylingerswithS.C.
SenateRepublicans'
$400millionroads plan
BY JEFFREY COLLINS
Associated Press
COLUMBIA
The S.C. Housespeaker

andsome other statelaw­
makerswere cautious
whilemany SenateRepub­
licans andthe governor
celebrated aplanthat
couldset aside an addi­
tional $400 million to
repairSouth Carolina
roadswithout raising the
gas tax.
HouseSpeaker JayLu­

cassaid the Senateneeds
tocome upwith abetter
plan, whileSen.Ray
Cleary said all thepropos­
aldoes ismake surethe
stateDepartment of
Transportation hasmoney
for oneyear andeven if
it's available,that itwon't
beenough toexpand
roadsin arapidly growing
state, onlymaintain them.
"Ifwe go intoanother

recession, whatare you
going tocut?"said Cleary,
aMurrells Inlet Repub­
lican whois inthe last
year ofhis 12­year Senate
career.He hasspent most
of that timetrying togeta
stable source ofmoney for
roads, suchas byraising
the gastax.
Lucas'statement Thurs­

daypointed outthe 323
days since theHouse
passedits roadsplan,
which raisedthe salestax
onfuel for amore stable
fundingsource.
"The currentSenate

amendmentsimply kicks

the canfurtherdown the
roadand frankly,into a
pothole. TheGeneral
Assemblyhas beenusing
generalfund dollars to
slap aBand­Aid onroads
for years withvery little to
show forit," theHartsville
Republican said.
A year ago,agas tax

increase appeared nearly
inevitable. Gov.Nikki
Haley stunned theentire
Statehouse bysayingshe
couldsupport agas tax
increase ifthere was a
corresponding taxcut. The
stateChamber of Com­
merce followedwith apoll
sayingmost South Car­
olinians couldsupport
raising thegas taxfor the
firsttime in30years tofix
potholes andbridges.
Claimsfor damage caused
bypoor roadshavein­
creased rapidlyand busi­
nessleaderssuggested the
economy mightslow ifthe
statedidn't improve its
roads.
Butthree senators, led

bySen.Tom Davis, fil­
ibustered at theend ofthe
2015 session againstagas
taxhikeand stuck their
groundthis year, eventu­
ally bringingnearly allthe
SenateRepublicans to
their side.The governor
also praisedthe planon
her Facebook page as
"exactlywhat we needin
SouthCarolina."
Davis shrugged off

whether heis thenew
hero forRepublicans with
libertarianleanings. "It
was aboutmakingsurethe
dollars peoplesend up
herefor roads andbridges
are spentin aresponsible
way," theBeaufort Repub­
lican said.
Others aren't ashappy.

SenateMinority Leader
Nikki Setzlersaid Demo­
crats never gotasay dur­
ingthe weeksof stalling
andnow willonly geta
dayor twonext weekto
debate andpossibly
changethe Republicans'
plan.
Cleary said raising the

gas taxwasnever dis­
cussed inpublic beforehis
fellow Republicans decid­
ed their planwas the way
togo.
"You let the body de­

cide. Wedidn't get to
debate it today. Wedidn't
debate it last year,we
didn't debate it this year.
Wewere held hostage
until wegave upand sur­
rendered,"Cleary said.
StateRep. Gary Simrill,

R­Rock Hill,helpedget
the Housebill through
that chamber. He said
$400million fromthe
generalfund is betterthan
nothing, but there are
shortcomings to using
generalfund money. The
gas taxis amuch more
stable source offunding,

andout­of­state drivers
pay it too, Simrillsaid.
"When it's fromthe fuel

pumptoDOT, that stream
of revenuecannot betak­
en," Simrill said.
Business leadersalso

are behind theproposal
with somereservations.
"It may bethe bestwe

would hope forunder the
circumstances,"said
SouthCarolina Alliance to
FixOur Roads Executive
DirectorBill Ross. "This is
justatemporaryfix. It's
not along termfix."
The $400 million would

getthe pavement onal­
most allSouth Carolina
interstates togoodcondi­
tion. Italso fallsshortof
the roughly$1 billion the
DOTsaid would allow it
towiden interstates.
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JEFF SOCHKO Special to The Herald

WorkerswithGCampbellConstructionCompanyreplaceautilityline alongthe AllisonCreek bridgeonLincoln Road
lastmonth. S.C. Senate Republicansapproved a$400 millionplantofixthe state'sroadswithoutraisingthe gas tax.

SouthCarolinasenatorsdiscussrulingsmadeduringa
road fundingdebateinColumbia onWednesday.
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