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Dear Editor,

The damage left by last October’s 1,000-year flood has caused
an unprecedented $12 billion in damages to our state and left
thousands with destroyed or damaged homes, as well as signifi-
""i"'._:'!'"' cant damages to local businesses. We haven’t witnessed anything

similar since the devastation caused by Hurricane Hugo in 1989.

Some 96,829 South Carolinians have registered for FEMA disas-

; ! ﬁ ter aid, with $74 million dollars being approved. However, disas-
—— ter relief continues well beyond the initial weeks and months after
-8 the storm strikes, and a large number of flood victims report that

while the aid from FEMA was helpful, it wasn’t enough to cover
the cost for damages sustained. Many South Carolinians are still
displaced from their homes, or living in severely damaged homes,
even after receiving federal aid.

The flood wreaked havoc on 24 counties across the state, ranging
from counties in the Pee Dee to the Lowcountry to the Midlands.
The floodwaters did not discriminate and neither should the state
of South Carolina when it comes to recovery relief efforts.

The recovery process will be a long, painful, and expensive
process for many families and individuals across the state. Leaders
in Columbia have a responsibility to ensure that impacted commu-
nities get back on their feet and are able to make a full recovery.

I have pre-filed a bill solely focused on helping families and
individuals fully recover from the damages left by the flood. My
bill allocates immediate funds through a supplemental appro-
priations to the FY 2015-2016 budget, and would designate over
$320 million in aid for families and individuals living in coun-
ties impacted by the storm. These funds are in the Contingency

LReserve Fund, and 2015-16 unobligated projected surplus
PLEASE TURN TO FLOOD, 20
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The storm is not
over for thousands
of South Carolinians
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revenue that has been certi-
fied by the Board of Economic
Advisors.

To be clear, the state has sur-
plus revenue sitting in a bank
account right now that we can
use to help flood victims imme-
diately.

In accordance with Section
25-1-440 of the 1976 Code, the
Governor has the authority to
make financial grants up to
$16,000 per family or individu-
al, to assist with disaster-relat-
ed needs once the President of
the United States has declared
a county or community a
disaster area. On October 5,
2015, President Obama signed
a disaster declaration for the
state of South Carolina, and
ordered federal aid to supple-
ment state and local recovery
efforts.

Put simply, the Governor
now has the authority to make
financial grants to flood vic-
tims. My bill gives her the
money to send aid now. In

addition, my legislation speeds
up the recovery process, and
helps plug gaps existing
between what flood victims
may have received in feder-
al aid and insurance cover-
age, which many victims have
reported as being not enough.
Thus far, Governor Haley
has refused to spend any state
surplus money to help fami-
lies. and individuals recover.
Instead she has decided to rely
solely on charities and existing
federal relief. While I applaud
the state’s private sector for
their efforts to helping in the
recovery process, the private
sector alone cannot fully
address the billions of dollars
in damages we face through-
out the state. Furthermore, the
impact of the flood stands to
impact future charitable con-
tributions because those that
traditionally give, now have to
focus their attention on their
homes or businesses. How can
state leaders ignore the thou-
sands of people in our state that

FEMA could not help enough?
If the General Assembly
decides to use state money
to help flood victims through
another means, those funds
would not be available until
the new fiscal year that begins
July 1. I believe that is entirely
too long for flood victims to
wait. My bill provides imme-
diate help, using funds already
available in existing budget
appropriations.

I strongly encourage every-
one living in counties desig-
nated as disaster areas to call
Governor Haley’s office at (803)
734-2100, and urge her to sup-
port H. 4569. Tell Governor
Haley to do her duty and pro-
vide immediate recovery aid
that is sorely needed by many
across the state.

The storm is not over for
thousands of South Carolinians.
It is time we call and tell the
Governor to send help now!

House Democratic Caucus
leader, Representative Todd
Rutherford
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"¢ School Board Holds Recognition%

By Craddock Morris

The Calhoun County Public School District Board of Trustees met
Monday, January 25, at the District Office on Herlong Avenue in St.
Matthews.

Under one of its first orders of business District Superintendent Dr.
Steve Wilson announced that January is observed as School Board

Calhoun Times v . . .
Appreciation Month. At that time Dr. Wilson called for the entire
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Board to be recognized and each was presented a special gift.

Next the Board recognized students Terrence Jackson and Luis
Nunez along with Calhoun County High School’s Jobs for South
Carolina’s Graduates Specialist Ms. Geraldine Sackiel who traveled
to Washington, D.C. in December. They attended the annual Jobs for
America’s Graduates (JAG) National Student Leadership Academy.

CCHS student Luis Nunez was named first place winner of the
National Math Competition for 2016. He was presented a special
plaque. Chief Academic Officer Christia Murdaugh conducted the
student recognition.

Also during the recognition ceremony the Board honored the 2015-
s 2016 District Classified Employees of the Year in aceremony conducted

“ by Human Resources Director and Compliance Officer George Kiernan.

¢ The Catboun Tines My They were Mrs. Lillian DeBruhl of St. Matthews K-8, Ms. Brenda Arant

--------- . of Sandy Run K-8, and Ms. Rosalind Jenkins of Calhoun County High
School. ,

The District Office recognized Ms. Ruby Guinyard for her 27 years
of devoted service.

Under public participation Mr. Michael Lee had questions about the
roll out for laptop computers and the student user fee of $50. He inquired
as to whether the fee covered insurance in the event the computers

it

could be damaged. He was advised a clarification of the thatter will be
addressed.

Finance Director Sky Strickland presented the December monthly
financial report. She noted tax benefits have amounted to oyer $2 million
while delinquent taxes have amounted to $254,328. Hgr report was
approved by the Board.

Dr. Wilson’s Superintendent’s report addressed the regetting of the
2015-2016 academic calendar and said the Board meeting| for February
will be held at the District Office rather than Sandy Run|K-8 because
of student recognition. The March meeting will be held at Sandy Run
K-8.

County: Calhoun
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Continuing, Dr. Wilson gave information on the J
device roll out for students and asked for Board approva
cheerleaders field trip to Winston-Salem, NC, which will
the District.

Dr. Wilson also presented information on Governor 1}
education reform initiative involving $230M as well as $6
safety. It also calls for increasing bus drivers pay to $10.9]

Concluding his report Dr. Wilson said there is an effort tq
lunches tastier and said a work session will address a polid
staff ethics.

The Board then went into executive session to hear
resignation and the Superintendent’s evaluation.

Board members present were Chairman Gary Porth,
Kevin Jenkins, Debra Fredrick, Ned Nelson, and Sandra T

Also present were District Superintendent -Dr. Steve

uary digital
for a CCHS
be no cost to

Haley’s K-12
M for school
» per hour.
make school
y concerning

an employee
vho presided,

ucker.
Wilson and

Recording Secretary Pam Kennedy.
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School Bard Honored

The Calhoun County Public Schools Board of Trustees was
recognized at its meeting January 25 in recognition of School
Board Appreciation Month. Left to right they are: Ned Nelson,
Kevin Jenkins, Chairman Gary Porth, Sandra Tucker, and Debr
Fredrick. "

. - ¥ 1 ’ ¥ ) - E
[ . [ 3
Luis Nunez Recognized
The School District Board recognized Luis Nungz, a senior
at Calhoun County High School, for achieving first jplace in the
National Math Competition. Pictured left to right |are: CCHS
Guidance Counselor Jamie Stevens, Principal Cynthia Johnson,
Superintendent Dr. Steve Wilson, Chairman Gary |Porth, Luis

Nunez, Board Members Kevin Jenkins, Ned Nelson, Sandra Tucker,
and Debra Fredrick, and CCHS Assistant Principal Chris Mack.
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School District Employees
Honored

School District Employees honored were: PHOTO 1: Third left
Mrs. Lillian DeBruhl. Also shown from left is St. Matthews K-8
Assistant Principal Ronda Simmons. PHOTO 2: Fourth left Ms.
Rosalind Jenkins. PHOTO 3: Second left Ms. Ruby Guinyard.
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.Hgaley S addreSS' More‘ less or beﬂter

“This has been a different, and
difficult year for South Carolina;
a year that warrants a different
kind of speech,” Gov. Haley said
in her recent State of the State
Address.

And indeed there were some
differences in the speech; she
introduced people who were
part of our recent tragedies of
the Emanuel shooting and the
floods. She called on senators to
physically stand up during the
speech to signify their support
for her ethics reform. For once,
she talked a lot about education,
especially some new spending
on K-12 education. And, there
was some new language about
the need to do something about
our crumbling roads and bridg-
es.

But in the end, it wasn’t really
different. Yes, there was a bit of
a difference in style and in for-
mat, but in terms of a difference
in substance or vision — or even
a real difference in policy, it was
pretty much the same politics as
usual.

There was no new overarch-
ing vision. There was no link-
age of our recent racial tragedy
(the Emanuel shooting) with
our historic racial legacy (failing
schools). In the end, her propos-
als were really just a rehash of
the familiar debate about spend-
ing more or less on this or that
— and not about a new creative
or innovative strategy for spend-

ciently.

Ling better, smarter or more effi-

Now don’t get me wrong, I'm
very glad that Gov. Haley fo-
cused on education — but what
she didn’t say was really more
important than what she did
say.

There is probably no other
subject that has been the focus
of more of these weekly columns
than education. There is a sim-
ple reason: it is the most impor-
tant issue facing our state. What
we do (or don’t do) in fixing edu-
cation will have more impact
on the short, medium and long
term future of our state than
practically anything else.

Gov. Haley’s biggest educa-
tion proposal.called for a bond
to borrow $200 million to re-
pair K-12 schools. Anyone who

has spent much time in some
of our schools — especially in
rural areas — would testify to
the need. The only question is
how are the allocations going
to be made? Will the decisions
be made based on who has
the most political clout or on
which schools have the great-
est needs? Left to politics as
usual, we know how things will
end up.

Haley also proposed a much
needed plan to slow teacher
turnover in rural areas by pay-
ing for state college tuition for

teachers who commit to teach
for eight years in poor or rural
school districts. A good start and
higher pay for good teachers

"in these schools would do even

more.

If there was a (fairly) bold i ini-
tiative, it was in her proposal
for education and technology.
She proposed seven new charter
schools and more teachers in vir-
tual school programs. She wants
significant new spending to con-
nect local schools and to bring
broadband to 10,000 homes of
underserved students. She also
proposed significant spending
for new digital instructional ma-
terials. All in all, her new spend-
ing in these areas totaled over
$50 million.

Her final educatlon proposal
called for a ballot initiative to
abolish the superintendent of
education as an elected posi-
tion and make the position ap-
pointed by the governor — just
as it is in 38 other states. This
is a good idea as the governor
ought to be #ble to choose the
school chief they want who will
help carry out their education-
al objectives.. .

Haley’s proposals are all
sound, but they don’t go far
enough ~ not nearly far enough.

We should begin by under-
standing that though these are
steps forward, in recent years
we took many steps backward.
A few years ago during the
depths of the recession, South
Carolina led the country in how

much we cut educdtion. While
other states had al cut educa-
tion last policy, we seemed to
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have a policy ot cut eaucation
first. And to make matters
worse, Haley turned down mil-
lions of dollars in federal stim-

posals that are
up a few hundred
ground from the mi
we gave up in t
And, we entered

about cutting spenaing so we
can cut taxes further. »
We are still stuck in the same
old, worn out debate of spend
more or spend less|.. not spend
better.
I'm glad Gov. Haley took a few
baby steps in the right direction
but we must not kid ourselves’
- we as a state need leapfrog
jumps in education; .
That really would be different.
(Phil Noble is a pusinessman
in Charleston and|president of
the SC New Democtats, an inde-
pendent reform grpup founded
by former Gov. Richard Riley.
His column is provided by the
S.C. News Exchangr.)
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GEE ATKINSON/OBSERVER
Jeremy Stokes stands in front of Highway 15 Liquors on Sumter Highway. The business Is the
first in Lee County to take advantage of the power of the sun with the installation of solar roof
panels, made feasible by federal and state rebates, Includlng lncentlves from Duke Energy's
Distributed Energy Resource program.

Local business installs solar panels

By Geo Atklnson

Lee County Observer Blshopwlle sC

When Jeremy Stokes decided he wanted to
install solar panels on the roof of Highway 15
Liquors, owned by his uncle Ray Stokes and
himself, he did research. A lot of research.

"We'd thought about doing it for awhile, but
the economics didn't get 'right' until recently
when federal, state and local energy rebates
became available," Jeremy said. "Duke's
rebate took care of about 25 percent of the cost
of installing the system and that made it a lot
more feasible."

Duke Energy's solar rebate program is
designed to help its South Carolina custom-
ers "harness the sun" with the upfront cost of

installing solar on their property.

The rebate is another step forward in 1mp1e-
menting Duke Energy’s Distributed Energy
Resource (DER) program — a direct result of
several years of collaboration with the state’s
environmental leaders, businesses and com-
munity voices, and the creation of historic
legislation passed by the General Assembly.

The rebate was approved by the Public Ser-
vice Commission of South Carolina on July
15.

"The bottom line is now we can have the so-
lar system paid off in about five or six years,"
Jeremy said. "And then we're getting free
electricity, you might as well say."

The Stokes, who have operated their Bish-

67069-02-10_1001.pdf
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opville business since December 2006, had mounted on the side of the store that convert

their solar panels installed in October and that electric energy to AC which goes straight

Duke added it to their grid about six weeks into the grid. It's all tied into the meter so

later. - when we're producing too much electricity, we
The premise behind solar energy is fairly - send it back to Duke; if we're not producing

simple, Jeremy said. enough electricity for our needs, then we buy
"We have 40 solar panels on top of the ' : _

store that turn sunlight into electricity, direct See SUN, Page A3 ‘

current," he said. "There are two inverters : St aad
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some from Duke Energy." ~

People ask a lot of questions about the
unusual-looking items on the roof. "We don't
have any big batteries around anywhere,"
Jeremy said. "That's always one question. The
panels won't blow up, either. There's a lot of
misinformation and myths about solar energy.
But after we explain how it all works, all the
reactions are positive."

The Stokes' solar system will take care of
115 percent of their energy use, averaged over
a year so "we will be getting a check back
from Duke," Jeremy said.

Duke's DER program is designed to sup-
port customer use of solar energy and grow
the company’s renewable footprint in the state
from less than 2 megawatts today to at least
110 megawatts and potentially 170 megawatts
by 2021.

The rebate provides $1/watt-dc for quali-
fied residential customers who install systems
up to 20 kilowatts-ac on their
property and for business
customers who install systems
up to 1 megawatt-ac on their
property. This means a resi-
dential customer who installs a
typical 5 kilowatt system could
earn rebates of about $5,000
under the program. Likewise, a
non-residential customer who
installs 50 kilowatts could earn
a rebate of $50,000.

Systems installed as of Jan.

1, 2015, are also eligible for
the rebate.

“For many of our residential
and small business customers,
installing solar on their prop-
erty is a significant invest-
ment," said Clark Gillespy,

Duke Energy president-South
Carolina. “We believe a rebate
coupled with our net metering
incentive provides customers

a meaningful financial incen-
tive to seriously consider going
solar.”

Stokes said, with the solar
panels, he expects their store's
electricity bill to run only $10
a month for a basic utilities
charge. "Before we installed
the system, our electricity

usually averaged around $150 a month," he
said. "But we're not only saving money, we're
saving the environment, too."

Stokes said the panels should last about 25
years. "Solar energy has been around a long
time," he said. "It's not space age technology
but it's just starting to go mainstream."

Signed by Gov. Nikki Haley in 2014, the
Distributed Energy Resource Program Act (or
Act 236) opens up the state for solar leasing
with appropriate consumer protection regula-
tions, which will make rooftop solar more
accessible for businesses and homeowners. It
allows utilities to build solar in the state and
recoup those costs — just like it does with other
power plants. It also mandates that utilities
craft programs for nonprofits and educational
facilities to expand their solar presence.

More information about Duke Energy's
overall solar program can be found here:
http://www.duke-energy.com/solar

67069-02-10_1001.pdf
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rA\Zidressing the pothole state’s magic carpet?

ame old, same old.
That summarizes what
is going on in the SC.
Senate as it piddles
around with the most pressing
item on its calendar, that being
the state’s dysfunctional road
system that in many locales re-
sembles what would appear to
visitors to be something found
in developing nations.
Welcome to South Carolina,
folks, and enjoy your ride on
the pothole state’s magic car-
pets. Every county in the
state— including Sumter, Clar-
endon and Lee — is suffering

EDITORIAL

from the malaise infecting the
roads we drive on.
The last we heard, state sen-
ators spent hours on Thursday
arguing over their inability to
officially debate the issue. If
this is what passes for prog-
ress, then we're in|big trouble.
Senate Majority Leader Har-
vey Peeler expressed his frus-

tratinn whan ha eaid “T hawun

WLGAUAL YYALLL 1IU OOUU, L 1IAVT

absolutely lost my patience
when it comes to the infra-
structure debate we are not
having.”

Our sentiments exactly, Sen-
ator.

Here’s another wrinkle in
the lack of progress on roads:
Gov. Nikki Haley isn’t helping
matters by pledging to veto
any legislation that increases
gas taxes unless it also drasti-
cally cuts income taxes and re-
structures the Department of
Transportation.

Fortunately, Sumter Sen.
Thomas McElveen has been on
top of the restructuring issue
by pushing through the Senate
last week a bill that would re-
organize the DOT Commission
through redistricting that in-
creases the number of com-
missioners from seven to nine
and an at-large member ap-
pointed by the governor with
each regional council of gov-
ernments district constituting

a DOT district, thus doing
away with the present un-
wieldy boundaries based on
congressional districts.

The COGS would thus have
more say-so in the process by
selecting three nominees who
must be residents of each dis-
trict, one of which would be
appointed by the governor
with the advice and consent of
the Senate. McElveen’s cham-
pioning of this legislation
bodes well for bringing more
fairness into the process of al-
locating transportation funds
that can surely benefit Sumter,
Clarendon, Lee and Kershaw
counties in the years to come
and make our roads a pleasure
to drive on and not an obstacle
course. It appears that help is
on the way.

Thanks to Sen. McElveen for
taking the lead on a vital issue
that must be addressed by the
Legislature and soon.

67039-02-07_8001.pdf
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4  DEW to run SNAP training progran?

Move helps streamline state employment services

BYJIM HILLEY
jim@theitem.com

outh Carolina Gov.
Nikki Haley has an-
nounced a partnership

between the Department
of Employment and
Workforce and the De-
partment of Social Ser-
vices that will transfer

Supplemental Nutri-

tion Assistance Program

Employment and Train-
ing program from DSS to
DEW.

The SNAP Employ-
ment and Training pro-
gram is intended to assist
SNAP recipients in gain-
ing skills, finding work or
getting the experience
needed to become quali-
fied for available jobs
within their community
or region, according to a

DEW news release.
“Putting people to work

and giving them the skills
they need to succeed has
been a focus of our ad-
ministration from day
one,” Haley said. “We are
always looking for more
efficient and effective

SEE DEW, PAGE AZJ
ANANS

County: Sumter
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ways to serve South Carolin-
ians, and this partnership is
going to give our people an
even better opportunity to
move away from SNAP and
into a job so they can provide
for themselves and for their
families.”

The SNAP E&T program is
funded by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. The pro-
gram’s services include job-
search training skills, such as
resume writing and interview
skills; job searching; educa-
tion, such as reading and
writing skills; and vocational
training, the release said.

Robert Bouyea director of
communications and market-
ing for DEW said program re-
cipients will not notice the
change.

“They are not going to feel
any affect from this change;
they will still have the same

Lcase manager, so to the end

user it is not going to have
any effect on what to they do
or where they go,” he said.

The SNAP E-T program is
for able-bodied adults without
dependents, he said.

“They have a 36-month pe-
riod for this program and the
requirement is they partici-
pate for at least 20 hours a
week in either employment
or some kind of training pro-
gram.” Bouyea said. “Some
people need either vocational
training, remedial education
or some job skills, so we will

‘_ne prpvidjng tI}at type of

training tor at least 20 hours
a week so they will stay eligi-
ble.”

“We are using the strength
of both agencies,” he said.

“I am excited about this
partnership because it
strengthens the service given
to participants by combining
DEW’s passion of providing
employment opportunities and
skills training with DSS’s ex-
pertise in providing assistance
to state residents in need,”
said Cheryl Stanton, executive

director at DEW. “Centralizing
employment services will pro-
vide more opportunities for
people to change their lives for
the better.”

Marilyn Matheus of DSS
media relations said DSS will
still be involved with the pro-
gram.

“We are making an effort to
help people become job-ready
and be able to find jobs,” she
said. “That is in line with the
mission of the DEW; it is a-
shift of personnel to another
agency, but it has no impact

on the services of the pro-
gram.

“Our department will still
have an employment aspect
and will still be involved in
making sure employers are
looking at our clients and
making sure there are em-
ployment opportunities avail-
able to them,” Matheus said.

DSS has submitted a re-
quest to the USDA to formally
transfer the program, the re-
lease said. Pending approval,
the transfer will take effect on
or about March 14.

~ .
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focuses the Chamber's energy
on opportunities that will en-

hance economic and
strengths that continue to build
our community.

Zﬂlﬁmlbu”n:h
'Illeﬂurlh

Umm Meeting, 3:..1“

Farewell

" roots Meeting

Success. We welcomed 70 new
members. For the first time
we held two highly successful
Mﬂlﬂﬂumml‘m
ﬂmmHithHuL-

gives exposure o
small businesses for a nominal
fee. We were proud to host the
Savannah River Region Grass-
ing for the South
Carolina Chamber. This lun-
cheon helps educate our mem-
bers on the 1SSUCS
that could our region,
as well as gives our members
|dmmmqﬂ
concerns on these issues.

We held six A.M. Connec-
tion breakfasts, including a

of E: mem

We had so much fun bowling
with our members at Northside
Lanes at the second Holly-
wood Bowl tournament, and
we continued 1o educate our
members with a monthly Busi-
ness Academy in partnership
with SCORE. Dw“‘mmln
cessful events, including the
first-ever Spa Night Social.
We were a part of the two
state, three county CSRA
Leadership trip to Washington
D[.‘wllnrcmadmmedﬁ:r
annual Business and Com-

from the Chair’

munity Expo moved from the
C ity Center to the Riv-
and saw tremendous growth,
reaching new audiences.

Business, Citizen and Ambas-
sador of the Year. This is going
10 be a fantastic event that you
do not want to miss. | hope
will support this event and
forward to secing you

thing I could ask of you it
wollld be to continue helpi
hﬁuuﬂhmdﬂm
for our Chamber, both new and
old. | want to close by again
thanking everyone for your pa-
guidance and leader-

tronage,

ship. It has been an honor and
Lo serve as 2015

Ch!lr,

have and ex-
perienced so much. | also hope

that a little bit of f has

rubbed off on you. You will
be in good hands with incom-
Chair, Kevin Toole, at the

. Please support him and
continue 1o keep our Chamber

strong.
Your business is our busi-
ness!
Rechelle Dal
2015 Board Chai

County: Aiken
66207-01-27_3001.pdf
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Gov. Haley’s State of the State
address: More, less or better

“This has been a different,
and difficult vear for South
Carolina; a vear that warrants
a different kind of speech,”
GoviHaley smidin her reeent
State of the State address.

And indeed there were some
differences in the speech; she
introduced people who were
part of our recent tragedies of
the Emanuel shooting and the
floods. She called on senators
to physically stand up during
the speech to signify their sup-
port for her ethics reform. For
once, she talked a lot about
education, especially some
new spending on K-12 educa-
ton. And, there was some new
language about the need 1o do
something about our crum-
bling roads and bridges

But in the end, it wasn't re-
ally different. Yes, there was
a bit of a difference in style
and in format, but in terms of
a difference in substance or
vision = or even a real differ-
ence in policy, it was pretty
much the same politics as
usual

There was no new over-
arching vision. There was no
linkage of our recent racial
tragedy (the Emanuel shoot:
ing) with our historic racial
legacy (failing.schools). In
the end, her proposals were
really just a rehash of the fa-
miliar debate about spending
more or less on this or that -
and not about a new creative
or innovative strategy for
spending better, smarter or
more efficiently.

Now don’t get me wrong,
I’m very glad that Gov.
Haley focused on education
— but what she didn’t say was
really more important than
what she did say.

. There is probably no other
subject that has been the fo-
cus of more of these weekly
columns than education.
There is a simple reason: It is
the most important issue fac-
ing our state. What we do (or
don’t do) in fixing education
will have more impact on the
short, medium and long term
future of our state than prac-
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SC New Democrats president

tically anything else.

Gov. Haley’s biggest edu-
cation proposal called for a
bond to borrow $200 mil-
lion to repair K-12 schools.
Anyone who has spent much
time in some of our schools
—especially in rural areas
~ would testify to the need.
The only question is how
are the allocatiqns going to

‘be made? Will the decisions

be made based on who has
the most political clout or on
which schools have the great-
est needs? Left to politics as
usual, we know how things
will end up.

Haley also proposed a
much needed plan to siow
teacher turnover in rural
areas by paying for state col-

--lege tuition for teachers who
_ commit to-teach for eight

years in poor or rural school
districts: A good start and
higher pay for good teachers
in these schools would do
even more.

If there was a (fairly) bold
initiative, it was in her pro-
posal for education and tech-
nology. She proposed seven
new charter schools and more
teachers in virtual school
programs. She wants signifi-
cant new spending to connect
local schools and to bring
broadband to 10,000 homes
of underserved students. She
also proposed significant
spending for new digital in-
structional materials. All in

- all, her new spending in these

areas totaled more than $50
million.

Her final education proposal
called for a ballot initiative to
abolish the superintendent of
education as an elected posi-
tion and make the position ap-

pointed by the governor — just
as it is in 38 other states. This
is a good idea as the governor
oughtto be able-to.choose the.,
school chief they want who

. will help carry out their educa-

tional objectives.

Haley’s proposals are all
sound, but they don’t go
far enough — not nearly far
enough.

We should begin by under-
standing that though these are
steps forward, in recent years
we took many steps backward.
A few years ago during the
depths of the recession, South
Carolina led the country in
how much we cut education.
‘While other states had a cut
education last policy, we
seemed to have a policy of cut
education first. And to make
matters worse, Haley turned
down millions of dollars in
federal stimulus money that
would have allowed us to
continue to pay hundreds of
teachers rather than lay them
off. .

We are now left with her
proposals that are trying to
make up a few hundred yards
of lost ground from the miles
of ground we gave up in the
recession. And, we entered
the recession far behind to
begin with.

Moreover, it is far from cer-
tain that the legislature will
even give Haley the modest
education measures she asked
for in her speech. Already,
we are hearing the same old
voices talking about cutting
spending so we can cut taxes
further.

We are still stuck in the same
old, worn out debate of spend
more or spend less ... not
spend better.

I’'m glad Gov. Haley took
a few baby steps in the right
direction, but we must not kid
ourselves — we as a state need
leapfrog jumps in education.

That really would be differ-
ent.

Phil Noble is a businessman
in Charleston and President
of the S.C. New Democrats.
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The Post and Courier on gun
violence in the state:

It should have been evident to any
South Carolinian even before Gov.
Nikki Haley made it the central
theme of her State of the State
address on Jan. 20. South Carolina
has emerged as a different state after
last year.

In 2015, gun violence in South
Carolina drew international atten-
tion. In June, nine people were
murdered during a Bible study at
Charleston’s Emanuel AME Church
with a gun that the accused killer
should not have been allowed to
purchase, ,

The death of the Emanuel Nine led
to the governor calling for, and the
Legislature approving, the removal
of the Confederate flag from the front
of the Statehouse. That was a truly
significant achievement, though one
that should have happened years
sooner.

But lawmakers cannot rest on-
their laurels. The toll of South
Carolina’s gun violence extends far
beyond a single, terrible tragedy. And
there are simple, needed legislative
measures that could greatly reduce
the chance that the state’s most
violent or unstable residents get their
hands on deadly weapons.

As reported in an investigative
package of stories, “S.C. confronts
gun violence,” at least 34 bills in the
General Assembly address crucial
weaknesses in the state’s gun laws.

Several pieces of legislation
specifically focus on eliminating the
so-called “Charleston loophole” that
allowed accused Emanauel AME -
killer Dylann Roof to purchase that
gun, .

Mr. Roof should have been barred
from buying a firearm after a felony
drug charge was made against him
a few months before he bought the
gun. But a communications mix-up
between state and federal agencies
failed to raise red flags before the
three-day maximum background
check waiting period expired.

Eliminating that three-day maxi-
mum and requiring a completed
process for all gun purchases is an
obvious step to ensure that back-
ground checks serve their intended

\4 ¢ .
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purpose. And it has overwhelming
backing from S.C. residents.

- A Winthrop University poll in
October found that 80 percent of
South Carolinians surveyed support
requiring gun buyers to wait until
abackground check is completed
before taking possession of the fire-
arm, even if it takes longer than the
current three-day maximum waiting
period.

Other bills currently on the table
would add tiered penalties for
multiple gun offenses, require gun
buyers to register new weapons with
the State Law Enforcement Divi-
sion, add assault weapons to the list
of firearms banned by the state and.
require gun owners and dealers to

immediately report thefts to law
enforcement, among other proposals.

Those ideas warrant discussion.
Strengthening the state’s background
check laws should be a legislative
priority.

But while the killing of the Eman-
uel Nine was a horrendous outlier in
the scale of its violence, gun deaths
are all too common in our state. In
2014, the last year for which statistics
are available, more than 700 South
Carolinians lost their lives to guns.

Nearly two-thirds of those deaths
were suicides. That tragic statistic
also reveals the importance of mak-
ing better access to mental health
care a priority in addition to — not
instead of — serious gun reforms.

Bills to close loopholes or subject
more gun sales to background checks
do not erode the rights of law-abid-
ing gun owners. Bills to strengthen
penalties for illegal gun possession
or require stolen guns to be reported
to law enforcement do not flout the
Second Amendment’s protection of
the freedom to bear arms.

Rather they will help protect
South Carolinians from both horrific
atrocities like the Emanuel shooting
and from the less visible losses that
impact families across the state each
day.

There has never been a more
appropriate time to address gun
violence in South Carolina. State
lawmakers must seize this opportu-

nity.
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While Gov. Nikki Haley .Comparing the pay of women in the state House
68983 is predictably conservative men and women can be and only one in the Senate,
on most issues, she some- difficult, even when they or about 13.5 percent of all
times is willing to go have similar jobs. Non- legislators, which is among
against the-grain, such as etheless, the disparity is so the lowest in the nation. |
when she recentl helped wide in many cases that n Colorado, by contrast,
________ lead the effort to the only logical culprit is | en occupy 42 percent
down the Confederate ﬂag gender discrimination. Of the seats in the state
that had flowni on the - Women in South Car- Legislature, the highest
grounds of the Statehouse. olina make 80 cents for - _percentage in the nation.
We suggest that she now every dollar that similarly " Some South Carolina
consider leading the employed men make, ac- lawmakers have tri.ed to
charge to pass equal pay _cordingtotheNational ~__ Push equal-pay legislation.
protections for women in Partnership for Womenand . Charleston Rep. Leon Stav-
South Carolina. Families. That comes to a -rinakis, a Democrat, in-
Haley, who, as a woman difference of $8,272 a year. - ‘troduced a bill that would
politician, has experienced For women of color, the make it illegal for a state
gender discrirnination in gap is wider. African- é‘ agency to “discriminate -
her public life, should be American women make 57 against an employee on the
sympathetic to the plight cents for every dollar a basis of gender” by paying a
of underpaid womeninthe ~ White man makesin South  Woman less than a man for
state’s workforce And as Carolina, while Hispanic *  the same work as long as
the state’s governor, she is women make 48 cents. they are equally qualified.
uniquely positioned to Opponents of an equal- But the bill has been stalled
make the case for South pay law in the state fear that for more than a year.
Carolina women. it could have a negative Someone such as Haley
The Lilly Ledbetter Fai impact on small businesses, might be able to break the
Pay Act of 2009, which although we can’t under- logjam. She is a Repub-
made it easier for wome; stand how allowing small lican and, with her final
to challenge discrimi- businesses to discriminate term as governor ending
nationry pay in court, against women employees this year, she hag nothing -
the first bill President is a worthwhile benefit. to lose politically. .
Barack Obama signed into Some opponents no doubt Ironically, despite the
law. As reported on Friday, have an aversion to the widespread opposition to
the seventh anniversary of equal pay law simply be- equal-pay legislation in the
the law, South Carolina cause it is championed by Legislature, it is extremely
ranks ag one of only fou the federal government - popular with voters. A
states in thé nation without  and specifically by Obama. 2014 Winthrop University
an equal-pay law. Another possible reason poll found that three out of
The others are Alabama, the law has not gained four South Carolinians are
Mississippi and Utah, traction in the state is be- infavorof suchalaw. |
although Utah introduce cause the Legislature is so
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