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HIS LIFE

From lowly
childhood
to heights
of church

By Louise Kiernan
Ron Grossman
Tnuws Stare Werrsss

The son of &n immigrant italian
stonecutter, Joseph Bernardin
grew up in the South and
described himselr as twice an out-
siter beeause of his heritage and
religion.

His family was so poor thal his
mother made his first priest's suit
out of a balt of black cloth.

Yel from those humble begin
nings, Bernardin rse fo become
ane of the most influential leaders
of the Roman Catholic Church in
America and one who, fittingly,
reached oul to those of nther
faiths and creeds,

Cardinal Joseph Bermardin, who
mut of pancrealic cancer on

iay, was known as 4 master
mnnu-r who worked to reconcile
the increasingly fractious ele
ments of the American church
and spoke out on controversial
fssus such as the Vietnam War
and 1he nuclear arms race

Petvately. b fs comemborod -
A man with a gentle wit,
occasionally invited friends one

buying : || yacation home but
nover gol around 1o It beciuse he
worked so much.

During the 14 years he bd Chi
cap's Catliolics, Bernardin revl
tnllzed u displrited and disorgs
nized archdiocese and tackled
some of is mest emotionally
chrged {ssuds, amang them the
closing of sehools and ehurchos

His sevarest parsc
when ho was sy
sexunl abuse, an h)
dencribed as more painful than
i cancer that toak his Lif.

In his final and greate
longge, he turned hin impending
death into o pubiie meditation on
aith,

i (he dny_he announced he
was dying, Bornardin talked
about whal he wished would
become hin legacy, “1 hoped that
through my ministry, my life, [

n
wonld b
Ini more compassional

It wus o characteristically mod

o8t wtntoment from & man whose
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What's up, jock?
Buggs Bunny and that tal
bald guy make a dynamic
duathanks 1o the hign-tech
wieardhy i ‘Space jam."
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CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN

1928-1996

Chicago grieves
a man of grace

From the most powerful to the average person on the street,
the people, no matter their religion, feel a sense of loss in the death
of someone whom they called ‘Joe’ or ‘our cardinal’

Tetare g7t i G
In his classrcom at Holy Angels. School on Chicago's South Side, 10-year-old Stave
Joseph Bemargin.

Bennatt offers a prayer Thursday upon the death of Cardinal

HIS FINAL DAYS

Workmg to the end

By Steve Kloehn
Tomexe STary Wames

o1 bia last bours Cardinal
Bervardin sept quietly

n his bedroom. statues of Jesus
and Mary at his o
and friends surrounding him.

The pecple he loved held
prayer books of rosaries, or
Bernardin’s hand. Some whis-
pered supplications. From time
to time. his doctor dabbed the
candinal's lips with water from
& glass by his

Al 130 am., the cardinal,
weak 1o speak. took his fast
Iabored b

& bt e psted, oo
Bishep Raymand Gasder! left
the room fo telephone the
representa
The cardinal’s sister. Elaine

il scene ln
{he mansion on North State
Parkway, word of his death
cold Novem
n Chicago tatn
1hs fial day of  pageat €
mourning and tribute that will
nfold over 3 full week 1t will
culminate with a funeral at
Holy Name Cathedral expected
10 draw dignitaries from around
the warid
In Rome, the news set off an
intensive search for 4 successor
who will lead one of the most
important archdioceses in the
United States and help shape
the future of the Roman Catbo
lic Church.
The friends who gathered
Sum Lasy mavs, Bacs Paok

HIS PEOPLE

AP gt

Monsignor Keaneth Vela (from laft, top), a longtime

fiend, and Elaine Addison, sister of Cardinal Joseph

Bermardin, accompary his body as it is remaoved from
his residence an Norh State Parkway, He died early
Thursday afier a battie with cancer,

Thankful for the memories

Falsani

m. = St Warrie

., Elen Warren blue anil white unifarms ook urns In o
il vigl, walehing ove 1y ke

Complete newspaper and Internet coverage

Cardinal wil lie in state from Monday aflermoon 10 Wednesday moming. Page 24

THE WORLD REACTS
Politcal and relgous loaders of all faiths pay they respects. Page 24

SUCCESSION
Choioe of sucoessor will have & major effect on church in the US. Page 25
0N THE INTERNET
Find additionsl information, incuding  vintual SCrapbook wilh remembrances
of the cardnal at:

TODAY'S TRIBUNE

U S. wants ceas&ﬁre in Zaire before sending troops,:

By Michael Kilian
Woasmarron Bume

WASHINGTON-

in Zaire, the US.
reru:

The children arriving a1 Alessed Sacra:
ment School m '\ullll awndale. gigsling
and goofing ar mew immediately that
mething Imp\ﬂ-‘lm had happeed
g ne

Ing their breath tum to fog, the youngs
entered the main hallway Th
ine | but a1l was

The
of & single red candle on & table in the hall
and soan the children knew the news. On
the table with the candle, (hey spotied a
framed photograph of Cardinal Joseph Her
nandin
Throughout e doy, pains of students in

ston. We have not received th

W Cinton Naﬂngd'mueq
Page 6.

lIMU‘Qw

Amid reports

refugees, mortly members of the

food. ..‘H! to forcibly separ

a combat role and would nnl T

it shri

You wul-l almost call it 4 mi it
tn the hallway of a busy, bustling grade
school.

Nearby, principal Sabrin !!r:ytllll\lu'(l 1
tissue and said soflly, “Ho w o
supgarter of Catholie sl m,u. .--.-~| ly
the tnner city. He just believed in CuthGli
education for all children

Cardinal lnmvh Hernardin talked 10 piow
Ients o ntates. He communed wilh
« But \ulll\'\l!mi)- it s the smallbsl

mu nts, the quist footnates that tell {te

The patience of lisering, o it candly
genile fouch, an unexpected Chrlst
BRus cal, sllence Rierd tics Rad vag
TauEOUS noisn

S Revuscrions, Back |u

"Our trops that go i wmd
armed a ith

leir own protection,” Pecry a!l
They are not going In 43 & MEH
af mmlummﬂ military oper
e

o refigees (n the Sa T want §

s, Rowever,

Sex Bame,

\J9|m/\[1nn1|ﬂ'e:»

would b
and prepared
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CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN 19281996

- He was a man of humble origins who rose to help reshape Catholicism and reinvigorate the Chicago
archdiocese. His outlook combined a vision of the future with reverence for the past.

ht one n--nu that e
Joked
Irentcrats. \‘ut hl

he country's mest senfor
ive Cathollc Bornardin

!Ill‘ll talked about becoming &
?' until the day he told i
muy n. wndmnnln. out of cal-
the sem
u ekt 6 derom T Ihe great.
st menwure of his energy and
dévotion to the church, but he
unfailingly returned home to
South Carolinn to hapiize ea
the Mmlrdln hmllyn E]IIIﬂIlH
who Elll the

I.hIrtnI I\Ll Iecimmlul caroer,
W i principal archi-

cutuuu:tum fol
lElndluu the

l.cl in Nllh
Jowlng
l-nnm Vatican Cullm:

rl- wu fur from a revolution:

.

hur of lnnucunll llwnlnmul

and pasi ors, and, at

li. ILu\l nl his death, M com

ed a draft of & book reflecting
upon the events of his last years.

Friends and tollnluen nvari-

as n
Rioato and humbip man, whose
virtually seamless public and pri-
vale lives embodied Chr\mxn in
tues. He also possessed
b iness. ncumu and pn:mui
COURLTY'S

munﬂl-rge-t archdiocese, with
iis £3 million Catholics and $667
million annual budget.

In what proved to be his last
major undertaking. Bernardin

sl
Qround Project Inst August
Through this p of
gitberings. he hoped to diminich
the polarization among

over contraversial topis (hat he
féared threatened the church's

uire.
No wider did his influence reach

tham during his last days, when

anmmumr used the gl.sr!ngly
. Bublic nature of in hopes
Tof llllmlnmns the nmmnl of

"All my lifie T have been tea

cam
uicide wnn their dnnvrs
Il!l.‘nlﬂl!n 0 Np

lhe num wllh reverence fur the
be Lrreplacoul hh

"m o perfectly squipped by
llmnmi gifls and mmly ack

wl to be a bishop !n huhl-

a0th Century, o tme men
dos chango i (he Cathole
Chureh," sald BUI Ryan, a chirch
ldmlnlllrllnr who wurlu'd with
domal Coner-

ence of Cnlhnm Bishops in the

Wihen you hink of how per
fecily made bie was for the

Hiad fo bo done, fhat alone would
b enough (0 renew your faith in
Providenen "

A serene moment in 1984: Bemardin in his office in the Gold Coast residence of Chicago's archbishops.

Humble beginnings
anph Louls Bernardin was
born April 2, 1924, in Columbla,
. His parents emigrated from

oo, northern lialin
Jot pot far from the Austrian bor-
His father, Joseph, who was
the US.

when the couple sailed for Amer.
ica, Maria was pregnant with
A few years later, Bepi's brother
Severino also wenl back to
married Marig's sis

the Great Depres-
nhm the two families shared 3
house in

mnld&:mlh

ﬂﬂa e i
Bmmin‘s approach to change in
the Catholic Church. accoding to
his ! Kennedy.
“|Bernardin] was born in the
South at a time when Cathelics
were siill second-class citizens,”
said a and

Mhmmmmmlpu
Carulina’s population

the church when Vatican 11 came
immediate keson Ber-
nardin drew from his
was resilience and responsi
When he was & his father died of
sarvomi. a form of

anly ftal-

o spoke

, had o find & way to support
zou-yh and his younger sister,
Elaine.

The more

She went o St Peter's Catholic
School, where & nn taught her o
fow wonds of English s she could

@l work as i seamstress,
din's sister, Elaine Addison

“In the Fvonings. she made our
clothing. Jos

our momr‘
“With both of them.
e wark, I‘W‘L nuti.'

o s mh: remem
s a serious boy, friendly
bl n bit reserved. Rev. C.
mons Allison, the retired
bishop of South Carolina. was a
classmaio of Bernandin's at Colum:
bin High School.
s deprived of an adoles
Allll.r.m said. 1 don’t

r him ever playing sports
or games. He was very poliie and
never out of line*

ys reminded me
"Addison nm
alway

“Joe Wi
cence,”
el

A lifetime of service

to man and God

From Columbia, 8.C., 1o Holy Name Cathedral in Chicago, Cardinal
Joseph Bernardin served the Roman Catholic Church in many ways,
allof which Inid the groundwork for his role as archbishop of Chicago.

—Cobble, 85, |

Rpril 2,1928

Joseph Lowis Bomardin
 bom 1o Bep ard
Maria Bemardin,

1]

Aler graduating from

atiends the University of
South Carslina on schot

hool,

his cousin, Anitz

Guldmi. a k-mmllie public
Koy el . Puekal Ave:

i NS A
Kmmme-mmm«
25 an orderty.

and summers
I(l: dream. as long as his sister
«could remember.

doctor.
When e graduated from high
194, he won & scholar

ship 1o the Univers

lnttde mm
m‘mlﬂ‘-' am
o %0 bright* e

“An air about him"
Like the rest of his family, Ber
nandin attendsd

ana attended Catholic prade
school. Bul he never mentioned
hat he might be considering 8
clerioal vocation.

“Then in his mn semester,
right out of the blue, Joe |

he was leaving
won
walking up the »

Ut one over.”
His mother's concerns we
ractical. She asked her son if |
't betie finish college
be still had his schol
arship What if be found seminary
was! for hins?®

 Bateers
Bemanan anenas S1 My
Serrmiaty, whes e recehes
Binchelor § Segree it phicsiphy
 Wublegim.0C. |
184852

Bemanmin compieres gt

Joseph replied that there was
no doabt in his mind that he
would become

His sister speculales that he

a
where Bernardin went fo rea

and falk about books. And he was
close fo several older priests. In
that era. foo, the priesthood often
altracted ambitious. talented

tholic men whe still
faced discrimination elsew bey
Beeause he didn’t know Latin
the local bishop sent him to
Mary's College in Kentacky
lesen tbe language that st
he muass

n 1946, Bernandin -
-mvhl nn-- St Mary's Semitw
e was bk 1 report
i B aring a bisek suil
With the belp of a tailor {riend, his
mother maxde one for
Bernardin sfudied al (he Balti
Jembnacy e va0 sow. |

Catbotie University i Wathingion

At both
Imspressed
semirarians as mu
o things. e mt-.lmu.l A'g

“Everytody knew he was
thing specisL uul Prank llwmw.

s chassrato 81
ol Colk. “Alrendy m  student,
fal air about him, &
pm-mnn of Ieoclership
uumqs i Bermartn was
o,

mummmn
f"lln-
for

5 Souph Chureh iy (e
SC When the school yoar Mh
he was infarmed that

abo e

Besnardin i adaned and
St Joseph's €

“He was =0 dmmuli rutngent
that afler the first
I ol st
American pope.” Palms salil

Before long. Bernandin's superi-
ors in Charleston discovered his
seemingly limitless energy and
ave him mare responsibliities

ever made a saint, hell be the
patron saint of bureaurrats

In 1968, Bemandin's sdministrn
tive talents brought him 1o the
attention of a newly appointed
bishop of Charleston, Paul Halll
nan.

For the nex
in's clor

nat fust vl
ieal patron but also 5 a kind of Na

secopd father. In later Iife, Berna
din liked 1o rocall how Hallinan
ance that a cortain thorny
problem In the dicoms be pursued
stmply for the
mmlml Yot the nexi time the
problem ause, Hallinan pm|l:uul
taking o differont tnck. What about
the principhe? Bemandin askel.
“Jo.” Bishop Hallinan replied,
“Ihere are fimes when oné must
m nbw- petnciphe*

ooyt

I!II th are ocensions when a

member of the clergy muat
Iile,

he
oy s lnrlql fahric, Hallk
an had mmm (it g pastoal
Tetter on “Wai =
0 a0 e el MR
ol t0 malntadn ungues-
mmu Toyalty to (he government,

_ Dlocwss of Charieston, 86 |

i ka0 teaches

nvstory and ciics at a Cathaikc high school,

o

hocese when

& Baptizing

Boancy occurs.

Hallinan bishop

™ Dearden's ﬂmlkll. e

an assistant pastor at

otini™ they ke 1s t i
iy

us we did in me st

When Hallinan became arch:

nuw n(M.Innhl. he petitioned the

ave Bernardin join him
There un ‘Nori 25, 1908, emardin
was consecrated as the awxiliary
bishop of Aflanta.

A1 38, he became the youngesi
bishop in America. He often
recounted mu advice his mother
e him i ocoas

“Walk —mmﬂn and try nur |-s
ook to pleased with yourselr”
caid

“We need Joe"

Bernardie's work e . 1he Wi
and Peawe” or brough
i o the alention o |I|! nation's

s and, in 1060, ho was
w:mmni uﬂwm mmurr of

nal Conference of Cath
umm;n in Washingion, 1.
“It wa that required
snld Russell
' press ecrodiry

master politl
Shaw, Darnard

principhe ot the conference,

[ .

During his tenure in Washing.
ton, Bornardin acquired and
comented his reptation a8 a medi-
ator,

Ho learned al the side of the
man who would become his second
entar, Cardinal ‘lrlhn Denrien,

conferorce! int. Bermar
din said IJNIMM I‘lllt llke an
“alder brother® fo him, anwd, until
two men ook
vacations (ogothr

“The cardinal showed me how

slonmaking'” Bernardin lnfor
recallend
oon after his arvival In Wash-
tnglon, Bernardin negotiated an
Wi ngten's
ny of his privats
aver e church's ban upon artil
clal contracoptives
Afterwards, church officials fre-

Archicess of ot |

Bemardin is appointad an
4u o o

archiiocese, When the
‘archiishop dies, he serves
as administrator of e
archidiocese Ll & new
‘archbishop 15 mstale,

__Washiogton, D, |
196872

gameral secretary
opersting officer, of the
'!w‘f formed Mational
ferenice of Catholjc
shaps (NCCB), |~
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