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Official:
McMaster
couldmake
SC roads
hisissue
Whetherpresumptive

Gov. HenryMcMaster will
support anincrease tothe
state's gastaxtopay for
road repairsis unknown.

BY CASSIECOPE
ccope@thestate.com

The head ofthe S.C. De­
partment ofTransportation
Commission saidThursday
heis eagerto learnLt.Gov.
Henry McMaster'sposition
onhigher spendingonthe
state's roadsandbridges.
WhetherMcMasterwill

supportan increase tothe
state's gastaxto payto re­

pair thestate's
crumbling
roads and
bridges isun­
known.
McMasteris

set to become
governorif
Gov.Nikki
Haleyis con­

firmed bytheU.S. Senateto
becomeU.S. ambassador to
the UnitedNations. Since

Haley'snomination byPresi­
dent­elect DonaldTrump
wasannounced last week,
McMasterhasbeen quiet –
not respondingtomedia
inquiries.
ButMcMaster couldtake

the leadon addressingthe
state's crumblingroads and
bridges, Transportationcom­
missionchairman Mike
WootensaidThursday."He
hasagreatopportunitytobe
an 'infrastructure governor,'
andwe haven'thad oneina
longtime."
Afterwinningasecond

term,Gov.Haley endorseda
gas­taxincrease but onlyifit
were tiedtoamuch larger
income­tax cut.Criticssaid
Haley'splan wouldhave

slashed spendingon other
stateservices, including
education andlaw enforce­
ment.
Earlierthis year,Haley

signed aroad­spendingplan
that didnot includean in­
creasetothe gastax. Howev­
er,Haley saidthat stop­gap
planwas "notofthe
magnitude or sustainability"
needed toaddress thestate's
highwayneeds. Sheadded
findingalong­term solution
would bethestate's No. 1
prioritywhen lawmakers
returnfor the2017session.
"Thegovernor, inalead­

ership role,can dogreat
things,"Wooten said."I'm
hoping thatGov. McMaster,
when heis governor,will do
that."

McMaster

SC0148 State
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 12/02/2016

Official: McMaster couldmake SC roads his issue
BY CASSIECOPE ccope@thestate.com
20.46 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 1

67012-12-02_3003.pdf

County: Richland



SC's Harrison makingabid
tobecomethe DNCchairman
and healthe party's wounds
BY DAVIDLIGHTMAN
McClatchy WashingtonBureau

WASHINGTON

Hewantsto become chairmanof the
Democratic National Committee
andhelp leadthe partyback from
the wilderness.

Sofar, though,he's justJaime Who?
"Ijust don'tknow him

personally," saidTeresa
Garcia Krusor, alongtime
DemocraticNational
Committee memberfrom
Kansas.
"Who?"askedRosalind

Wymanof California,
another DNCveteran.
As Jaime Harrison seeks

tolead the party,the first
challenge forthe chair­
man ofthe SouthCarolina
DemocraticParty issim­
plytobecome better
known.
He'll get his firsthigh­

profilechance Friday,
when heand three rivals
appear beforestateparty
chairsfrom aroundthe
country at aFuture of the
Party Forum inDenver.

State partyofficialsare
part ofthe DNCand get to
votefor the new leader.
Harrison faces better­

known figures.Rep. Keith
Ellison, D­Minn., has
emerged as afavorite of

the party'sliberal wing.
He's wonthe backingof
incoming SenateDemo­
cratic LeaderChuck
Schumer, D­N.Y., and
party presidential runner­
up Sen.BernieSanders,
Ind.­Vt.
Also inthemix are

Howard Dean, the former
party chairman and Ver­
mont governor whose
"50­state strategy"is still
lauded by partyregulars;
and Raymond Buckley,

thehighly regarded New
Hampshire partychair­
man.IlyseHogue, presi­
dent ofNARALPro­
ChoiceAmerica, which
advocates for abortion
rights,is also saidtobe
weighingabid.
Harrison startswith

plenty ofgoodwill. "He's
verywell­liked by those
whohaveworked with
him," saidKrusor.
"He's salt ofthe earth.

There'snothing badIcan

say,"said AlexandraGal­
lardo­Rooker, California
partyfirst vicechair. But,
sheconceded, "it'sgoing
tobeharderfor him."
Harrison hastoover­

come notonly hislack of
namerecognition andhis

rivals,but the recent
Democraticrecordin
SouthCarolina.
"Ineffective.What's he

won?"asked David Wood­
ard, aClemson­based
Republican consultant.
Republicans holdthe

governorship, both U.S.
Senate seats andsix of the
seven House seats. Demo­
crats thoughtGov. Nikki
Haley was vulnerablein
2014,after she endureda
tense relationshipwith
officialsinher ownparty
and waslagging among
independents. Thenshe
wonby 14 points.
DonaldFowler, aform­

SEEDEMS,5C

JaimeHarrison
Age:40

Education:Bachelor's in politicalscience,
YaleUniversity; law degree,Georgetown
University

Experience: Chiefoperations officer,
College Summit;executive director, U.S.
HouseDemocratic Caucus; aideto U.S.
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Rep. Jim Clyburn, D­S.C.; principal,
PodestaGroup,aWashington­based
lobbying firm;S.C. DemocraticParty chair
since 2013

Lives in:Columbia

Family:Married withoneson
FROM PAGE1C

DEMS
er DNCandSouth Car­
olinachairman, said
there'sno favorite yet as
members arejust getting
started consideringthe
candidates.
Harrison will stresshis

roots. AnOrangeburg
native, borntoateenaged
mother whodropped out
of schoolwhen hewas
born, heexcelled at school
and graduatedfromYale
University. He interned
for Rep.Jim Clyburn,
D­S.C., andat age30
becameexecutive director
for the HouseDemocratic
Caucus. WhenClyburn
becameHouse Majority
Whipin 2007, henamed
Harrison his floor director,
or top vote­counter.
The jobcame with chal­

lenges.Democrats had
regained theHouse major­
ityafter 12 years,andthat
meant dozensof moderate
Southernerswho were not
always agreeabletothe
more liberalleadership's
policies.

Harrison developed a
knackfor avoiding ide­
ological disputes, ulti­
mately helpingwinvotes
for ahost of measures
includinghate crime and
climate changelegislation.
Harrison's pitchto

DemocraticParty officials
will involvehisability to
organize andcount.
"The DemocraticParty

hasto transformitself," he
told McClatchyinan in­
terview."We can'tjust
pop upevery twoor four
years andhope people will
support us."
He wantsthe national

party toprovide morestaff
and morefinancial re­
sources and expertisefor
stateparties, more visibil­
ityincommunities –simi­
lar tothe strategyRepub­
licans haveemployedover
the pastfouryears.
The nationalparty,

Harrison maintained, has
been starving stateparties
for years,failingtogive
themenough tohirestaff

or even pay bills.That's
why DNCmembersfond­
ly recallDean's 2005­09
stewardship.
Harrison wants tobring

the sortof party­building
ideas heused inSouth
Carolina tothenational
stage.
He'shosted Chair

Chats, videointerviews
with localofficialsand
activiststodiscuss issues
and showcaseDemocratic
talent.
He'sorganized issues

conferences aroundthe
statetodiscuss policy and
train activists.
He'slaunched theCly­

burnPolitical Fellowship
programtotrain hundreds
of young people.
The programinvolves

50fellows –onefrom
each county,andfour
statewide –who partici­
pateinseminars and
trainingsessions.
Theyprepare torunfor

office, manageissueor
politicalcampaigns and
become activeinlocaland

county politics.
One questionhe could

face with DNCmembers
involveshis work with the
Podesta Groupasalobby­
ist.
Harrison hasbeen on

unpaidleave fromthe firm
since announcing his
chairmanshipbid inmid­
November.
He stressed that hisboss

was Tony Podesta,not his
brother John Podesta,who
ranHillaryClinton's presi­
dential campaign but has
not workedfor the group
for years.
Harrison is convinced

Democrats will under­
stand.
Winning the chairman­

ship is akin togettingall
sorts ofHouse Democrats
together onavote.
"Iknow whatit is to

bringpeople together,"he
figures.
DNCmembers wantto

knowmore. Afterall,said
Wyman, "he'sanew
name."
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FILE/THE STATE

Jamie Harrison, anattorney andformerJim Clyburnaide, worksthe crowd atthe Democrats' Jefferson JacksonDinnerin 2013.
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Maybe something will get done
It's always interesting to listen to our state

legislators in the month or so leading up
to a new General Assembly session in Co­

lumbia.
If you believe everything that you hear, all

the problems in South Carolina are finally
going to be addressed and cleared up this
time. And I'm sure that's the mantra that's
being spread by delegations throughout the
state.
But then January comes around and

something happens.
The big issues get debated to death and

everybody wants their version of the quick
fix or nothing. Then hundreds if not thou­
sands of other local, self­serving laws and
regulations are passed leaving the big issues
in the dust.
And this year, our men and women in the

State House will have even less time to get
things accomplished since the session that
used to run until mid­June is being cut back
until mid­May.
Tuesday, a good portion of the Horry and

Georgetown delegation attended the Myr­
tle Beach Area Chamber of Commerce's
annual Legislative Luncheon to give their
insights and desires for the upcoming ses­
sion.
Probably the most honest, and funniest,

part of the whole thing was listening to state
Sen. Luke Rankin get in his parting shots to
Gov. Nikki Haley.
During the June primary, Haley did

everything she could to help Rankin's op­
ponent win. She made personal appear­
ances and got lots of money poured in to
the other side, trying to get Rankin out of
the Senate.
She did the same thing in a number of

races throughout the state, hoping to stack
the legislature in her favor. But in most
cases, her efforts were in vain.
So Tuesday, Rankin took great delight in

saying the one thing he looks forward to the
most in January is having a different gover­
nor in the Capitol.
For those not keeping up with the latest

national news, President­elect Trump has
tabbed Haley to be the next ambassador to
the United Nations.

Rankin said that maybe
things will get done more
efficiently without a con­
stant threat of the gover­
nor's veto looming over
the building.
And one of those items

that faced the veto pen
last year was a proposal
for a gas tax increase in
the state to pay for road
and bridge repairs and
construction.
To a person Tuesday,

each legislator told the
huge Chamber crowd

that they expect some kind of gas tax to be
imposed in order to get a sustainable fund­
ing source for our roads.
South Carolina has one of the lowest gas

taxes in the nation already so upping it a bit
really won't do that much harm. Just go
across the border into North Carolina and
the gas price goes up by 20 cents or more
because of their higher gas tax.
And oh yeah, their roads are in much bet­

ter shape than ours. So, South Carolina folks
need to decide what they want­lower
prices at the pump or terrible roads that
cause damage to our vehicles that still cost
us.
I did think it was interesting how times

have changed. Except for one panelist, Sen.
Ronnie Sabb, everyone on the stage was a
Republican.
Republicans advocating a tax hike­

who'd have thunk it.
Some other issues did come across the

table Tuesday besides roads and a gas tax.
Rankin said he hopes to find a constant

state funding source for beach renourish­
ment­and that's a good thing.
Just take a look at our beaches after ol'

Matthew came through in October and you
can see why. Right now, local entities have
to rely on the federal government for most
renourishment money and that's not ever a
sure thing.
Tourism drives our state's economy and

the biggest tourism attraction we have is
our beach. Unfortunately, legislators in

other parts of the state see renourishment
funding as throwing money into the ocean.
Another subject that should be coming

up this spring is dealing with mopeds.
State Sen. Greg Hembree who couldn't

be there Tuesday has taken this issue as one
of his most important topics. Others men­
tioned it and said they hope something can
get done this time to regulate these two­
wheeled menaces.
Now I know, a moped might be the only

mode of transportation some folks can af­
ford. But it always boggles my mind that no­
body wants to do anything to regulate them.
They don't have to be insured; don't need

a special license; and they don't go fast
enough for main roads.
Hardly a week goes by without a story

about a moped­vehicle collision. In fact, as
I'm writing this, I just got a news alert about
a moped driver being killed in nearby Mari­
on County.
Last year, the legislature wanted to at least

require that riders wear protective clothing
so they could be seen by other drivers. But
the governor vetoed even that.
It makes no sense to let these vehicles go

unabated and unlicensed and uninsured.
And you have to wonder why there is a re­

sistance to such a common sense topic.
Like everything else, follow the money.
Not all, but many of the people driving

these have lost their licenses to drive regular
vehicles, often times for DUI offenses. And
that makes them an insurance company
nightmare if the legislature starts requiring
moped drivers to be insured.
And guess what industry wields quite a

bit of power when it comes to influencing
elected officials?
I'll leave that up to others to figure out.

But it's not hard to do.
Maybe this issue and others will see the

light of day before mid­May with a new oc­
cupant in the governor's mansion.
A governor who will work with the legisla­

ture instead of threatening it will be a breath
of fresh air, especially if important legisla­
tion finally gets passed.
So to echo Sen. Rankin's heart­felt senti­

ments, good luck in New York Mrs. Haley.

| A DIFFERENT |
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Local delegation gives insight to new session
Entire panel listed roads as top priority
BY TOM O'DARE
TOM.ODARE@MYHORRYNEWS.COM
There were a couple of things very

obvious Tuesday afternoon at the
2016 Myrtle Beach Area Chamber of
Commerce Legislative Luncheon.
One, every legislator present fa­

vors a gas tax as a funding source for
road and bridge repairs in South
Carolina.
And two, state Sen. Luke Rankin is

Gov. Nikki Haley's biggest cheer­
leader in her quest to be the next
ambassador to the United Nations.
Three senators­Rankin, Ronnie

Sabb and Stephen Goldfinch and
five state representatives­Alan Clem­
mons, Greg Duckworth, Jeff John­
son, Russell Fry and Lee Hewitt told

the huge crowd gathered at the
Horry­Georgetown Tech Conference
Center their visions for the upcom­
ing legislative session beginning in
January.
The entire panel listed roads as a

top priority and all agreed that a gas
tax is necessary to provide the
money for the road improvements.
Clemmons said a gas tax is needed

to provide a long­lasting sustainable
funding source for roads and
bridges.
Johnson said he agreed with

Clemmons but he wanted to see a
tax credit for South Carolina resi­
dents tied to the new tax.

Saying it was time to switch the re­
sponsibility for paying for new roads,
Goldfinch said tourists should pay
the biggest portion of road funding,
not teachers or firefighters.
Rankin said South Carolina is the

laughing stock in the Southeast
when it comes to paying for roads.
As to implementing a gas tax to

pay for it, "We'd be stupid if we did­
n't," he said.
Goldfinch said he was looking for­

ward to passing some new rules

See LUNCHEON, Page 10A

LUNCHEON from Page 1A

change in the Senate that should get legis­
lation through a lot faster.
Rankin said what he was looking for­

ward to the most in January was Gov.
Haley becoming the UN ambassador.
During his recent re­election bid, Haley

worked hard for his opponent and he
made it clear he still isn't happy with that
move.

"A new governor will change the Co­
lumbia atmosphere dramatically," he said.
"It will help advance legislation in the
General Assembly."
Duckworth pointed out the need for

legislators to be more decisive this session
because the General Assembly won't
meet as long as they have in the past.
He said the session will be cut short by

almost four weeks this time.
Johnson said he will work to alleviate

problems that local areas have had the last
two years with flooding issues.
Fry said he had spent long hours this

summer studying ways to battle the hero­
in and opiate epidemics that have ravaged
the state.
"We need to tweak our laws in this area

to fight this growing problem," he said.

TOM O'DARE | THE HERALD
Members of the Horry and Georgetown legislative delegations met with Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce members
Tuesday afternoon.
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THE GREENVILLE NEWS EDITORIAL

Haley's appointment reveals Trump's
focus on results­driven governance

tart spreading the
news, I'm leaving to­"Sday, I want to be a part

of it, New York, New York."
South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley
knows and perhaps has recently
listened to this Frank Sinatra
jazz standard. The cabinet­level
appointment by President­elect
Donald Trump of Gov. Haley as
United States Ambassador to the
United Nations provides a per­
spective on the Trump admini­
stration's governance philoso­
phy.

After U.S. Senate confirma­
tion, Gov. Haley will relocate to
U.N. world headquarters in New
York City. Gov. Haley's role as
U.S Ambassador to the U.N. is a
permanent voting representative
to the intergovernmental organi­
zation of 193 member states.
Each member state convenes
within the U.N. General Assem­
bly. The U.S. Ambassador to the
U.N. is a significant diplomatic
arm of U.S. foreign policy.

The U.S. is one of five perma­
nent members of the U.N. Secu­
rity Council, the others being
Britain, China, France and Rus­
sia. The Security Council also
includes ten non­permanent
member states. Angola, Egypt,
Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand,
Senegal, Spain, Ukraine, Uru­
guay and Venezuela comprise
the current non­permanent Secu­
rity Council membership. These
seats are filled on a rotating
basis.

The General Assembly's ma­
jor functions are to promote
peacemaking activities, security
and the well­being of world na­
tions. The U.N also monitors
economic and humanitarian
needs and human rights vio­
lations and acts on health crises
that endanger populations of
member states and health crises
that reach beyond the borders of

origination.
Additionally, the U.N. seeks to

prevent external and internal
military conflicts among nations.
The U.N. will support military
intervention to prevent escalat­
ing military crises as a method
toward ensuring global peace.
More importantly, the U.S.
doesn't require any U.N. approv­
al for U.S. international actions.
The U.S. acts unilaterally based
on U.S. foreign policy interest.

As a voting member of the
Security Council within the Gen­
eral Assembly, the U.S. often
leads or dissents on U.N. issues
and resolutions. Other member
states will follow the U.S. vote.
The U.S. holds this distinction by
maintaining strong global leader­
ship, influence and international
allied cooperation.

Gov. Haley brings vital deci­
sion­making and executive expe­
rience for a big­picture view of
geo­political issues to the U.N.
Negotiating and providing a
communicative voice to all na­
tions before the U.N are crucial
traits Haley possesses and will
utilize effectively.

U.S. foreign policy is defined
by the U.N. Ambassador before
the General Assembly. Gov. Ha­
ley will consult with ambassa­
dors and representatives of
member states. The new U.N.
Ambassador will listen to con­
cerns of other nations and adopt
and execute international issues
that meet within the U.S. foreign
policy framework. Gov. Haley
will travel between New York
City and Washington, D.C., to
consult with U.S. agencies and
departments that are essential to
the U.S. diplomatic mission.

South Carolinians, as well as
many people across the United
States and internationally, are
pondering why Haley was cho­
sen as U.N. Ambassador. The

Trump administration wants a
clear and convincing voice for
U.S. foreign policy before the
U.N. Incidentally, Haley doesn't
hold any preferences or publicly
known beliefs on U.S. foreign
policy. Formulating and execut­

ing foreign policy requires cau­
tion and foresight. The mechan­
ics of foreign policy require the
best tools and actions for results.
Conversely, representing U.S.
foreign policy at the U.N. re­
quires tact and consistency.

Haley, as governor, per­
formed executive­level negotia­
tions with international compa­
nies on major economic devel­
opment projects for South Caro­
lina. Additionally, Gov. Haley led
emergency disaster response
with constructive outcomes for
S.C. constituents. The ability to
interpret, define needs and act
appropriately are qualities that
highlight Gov. Haley's abilities
as U.N. Ambassador.
The Trump administration is

vetting several former gover­
nors and municipal chief exec­
utives. The selection of former
Governor of Indiana Mike Pence
as Vice­President illustrates this
effort. Other considerations
include former governors Mitt
Romney and Rick Perry and
former New York City Mayor
Rudy Giuliani. Each is a former
chief executive. The Haley ap­
pointment underscores this
trend.
Furthermore, the Trump ad­

ministration appointments are
pure decision makers and prob­
lem solvers, as opposed to ideo­
logues and long­time federal
bureaucrats. Gov. Haley's ap­
pointment reveals that the
Trump administration is focused
on results­driven governance.
The offices of the President of
the United States are being filled
with experienced chief exec­
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utives.
Once Haley officially exits

the governor's mansion in Co­
lumbia as U.N. Ambassador, she
may sing the end of the Sinatra
song: "These little town blues,
are melting away, I'm gonna
make a brand­new start of it, in

old New York. If I can make it
there, I'm gonna make it any­
where. It's up to you New York,
New York."

Christopher Rogers, MPA, as an
Adjunct Professor of Political
Science at Trident Technical Col­
lege in Charleston.

Christopher Rogers
...........................................................................

Guest Columnist
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State news briefs

Haley: $64M needed to cover Matthew costs
COLUMBIA — South Caro­

lina Gov. Nikki Haley plans to
seek about $64 million in next
year's budget to cover damage
to the state from Hurricane

Matthew not covered by federal
emergency aid.
The governor's office re­

leased estimates Wednesday
that found the state has to pay
about $33.5 million for items
such as debris removal, damage
to public buildings and infra­
structure, as well as evacuations
along the coast.
The estimates find the state is

also on the hook for $30.4 mil­
lion to cover damage to roads
not covered by federal aid.
The governor's office said fig­

ures were not yet available for
a total estimate of public and

private damage caused by the
October storm.
Five people died, some
870,000 were left without
power, and 350,000 evacuated
as the storm scoured the state's
coastline.

Possible tornadoes
track south of 1­85 in
Carolinas

GREENVILLE — A series
of severe storms tracked from

Greenville through Charlotte,
North Carolina, damaging
some homes and knocking
down trees. No injuries were
reported.
Tornado warnings were is­
sued Wednesday evening as
the storms rapidly moved just

to the south of Interstate 85.
The National Weather Ser­

vice says trees fell on several
buildings and homes in Simp­
sonville. Tree damage was
reported in Chester and York
counties.

The weather service also says
at least one building was dam­
aged in south Charlotte and a
tractor trailer was blown over.

DOJ files statement of
interest in 'disturbing
schools' law

CHARLESTON — The U.S.
Department of Justice has
filed a statement of interest in

a lawsuit that challenges South
Carolina's "disturbing schools"
law, which makes it a crime to

act in an obnoxious manner on

school grounds.
The Post and Courier of

Charleston reports that the law
was written nearly a century ago
to protect girls' schools from in­
truders. The law has since been
used to arrest students in South
Carolina schools.
In August, the American Civil

Liberties Union helped file a
federal lawsuit challenging
the constitutionality of the
law. The plaintiffs are seek­
ing a court order that would
stop police from enforcing the
disturbing schools law.
The DOJ's filing on Mon­

day states that it's the depart­
ment's duty to protect chil­
dren's behavior from being
criminalized.

SC0148 Aiken Standard
Page Number: 6Publication Date: 12/02/2016

Haley: $64M needed to cover Matthew costs

23.87 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Aiken, SC    Circulation: 19635

Page: 1

66000-12-02_6003.pdf

County: Aiken



McMastermeeting military leaders
ashe readies to becomegovernor
BYBRISTOW MARCHANT
bmarchant@thestate.com

HenryMcMaster won't
becomeSouthCarolina's
nextgovernor until some­
timenext year.But hewill
startfillingthe role Friday.
Thatis whenMcMaster

willpreside over acom­
manders'briefing from
theheads of SouthCar­
olina'smilitary bases–a
role normallyfilled bythe
governor.
The annualgovernor's

briefing bringstogether
thecommanding officers
ofall S.C. militaryin­
stallationstodiscussis­
sues facingthe basesand
militarypersonnel inthe
PalmettoState.McMas­
ter'sappearanceat the
Fridaymeetingwill bethe

firsttime
the lieuten­
ant gover­
nor willbe
actingin
the role of
thestate's
chiefexec­

utive.
Bill Bethea,chairman of

the S.C. MilitaryBase
TaskForce,said thetask
force hasn'thad anyinter­
actionwith McMaster in
his twoyears asthe state's
second­in­command.
Bethea andtask force
executive coordinator
Charlie Farrellwill meet
with the lieutenantgover­
nor Thursdayto"givehim
a headsup."
"I've known thelieuten­

ant governorfor many
years, but ...this will be
our firstinteractionwith

him inan official capac­
ity,"saidBethea,aBluff­
ton attorney.
Outgoing Gov.Nikki

Haley –who willleave
office ifher nominationto
becomeU.S. ambassador
tothe United Nations is
confirmed –hasbeen
activeon militaryissues
for thepast six years,
Bethea said,and thetask
forceis looking forwardto
working withMcMaster in
the samevein.
"We'redelighted to

havethe opportunityto
havehim there. Itgives
the basecommandersa
chance toget tohim right
outof the box,"Bethea
said.
The task forceis made

upof appointed members
fromcommunities that
host military bases, and

meetsregularly withcom­
mand officersfromFort
Jackson, JointBaseChar­
leston,MarineCorps Air
StationBeaufort, Recruit­
ingStationParrisIsland
andShawAir ForceBase,
aswell asthe S.C. Nation­
alGuard.
The taskforce's primary

missionistoward off
potentialbaseclosures by
thefederal government,
but it alsoserves as afo­
rumfor issuesaffecting
servicemembers, veterans
andmilitary retirees.
Onefocus ofthe task

force,currently, isassist­
ancefor military children
whohavetochange
schoolswhen their parents
redeploy,Bethea said.
"It'snot anationalde­
fense­orientedissue, but
it'samorale­oriented
issue."
McMaster's officedid

notreturnarequest for
commentaheadof Fri­
day'smeeting.

McMaster
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Deckingthe
Governor's Mansion
hallsforthe holidays
ColumbiaGarden Club, which hasdecorated the

Governor's Mansionfor Christmas everyyear
since 1981,is putting the finaltouches this week
onthe homeindowntown Columbia.

Gov.Nikki Haley,firstgentleman MichaelHaley and
their children, Renaand Nalin,invite SouthCaroliniansto
jointhem foraChristmas OpenHouseonMondayfrom
5:30­7:30 p.m.
Theeventisfree;noreservationsarerequired.Butthe

firstfamilyasksthatguestsconsiderbringingcannedgoods
tobedonatedtoHarvestHopeFoodBank.Thedonations
willbecollectedatthehome'sentrance.

ONLINE

THESTATE.COM: See more photos
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY SEANRAYFORD online@thestate.com

NoelleFaulkner, left,andJoan Danforthdecorateamantlein a livingroom at theGovernor's MansiononWednesdayin
Columbia. Aholidaydrop­in at themansion,decorated by the ColumbiaGardenClub, is Monday.

Denise Degenhartplaces a decorativebirdin ahallway atthe
Governor's Mansion.
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HurricaneMatthewwill be
$64 millionhit toSC budget
BY AVERYG.WILKS

awilks@thestate.com

Hurricane Matthewwill
cost thestate ofSouth
Carolinaalmost $64 mil­
lion, even afterthe federal
government picksup most
ofthe cost for theOctober
disaster,S.C. Gov.Nikki
Haley'soffice said
Wednesday.
The Republican gover­

norplans toaskthat S.C.
lawmakersreflectthat
$64 million innextyear's
budget,heroffice said.
Matthew, which briefly

made landfallinSouth
Carolina asaCategory 1
hurricane, causednearly
$341million indamageto
public property, according
toestimates providedby
the governor'soffice.
About $100million of
that damage wastostate­
owned roads.
Federalprograms will

covermost of those costs.
Butstate governmentstill

is onthe hookfor $30.4
million indamage tostate
roadsand $33.5million in
damage topublicbuild­
ingsand otherinfrastruc­
ture, debris removalcosts
and thecost of emergency
protective procedures,
including evacuations.
Officials couldnot yet

estimate the storm'sdam­
age toprivatehouseholds
or businesses. Butthe
hurricane's damageto
public assetswill prove
smaller thanthehistoric
October 2015 flooding,
accordingtoestimates by
the governor'soffice.
Haley's office estimated

last year'sflooding would
cost the state$114 million.
However, lawmakers

spent roughly$150mil­
lion instatemoney on
floodcosts,including$40
millionin grantstoS.C.

farmersthat Haley un­
successfullyopposed.
Still,the $64 million

willknock adent inthe
added$446 million that
legislatorswill haveto
spendnext year.
Thattotalincludes $139

millionreserved for one­
timecosts ­likebuilding
projects­ifthe state
closesitsbooks witha
surplus.Thestate's next
budgetwill takeeffect
July1.
HurricaneMatthew

caused$52 millionin
insuredcrop losses and
$32 million inlostor dis­
placed tourismrevenue
for downtownCharleston,
HiltonHeadIsland and
theGrand Strand, accord­
ingtoHaley'soffice.
The FederalEmergency

ManagementAgencyhas
paidout $32.6 million to
affectedfamilies, andthe

U.S.Small BusinessAsso­
ciationhasoffered$25.1
million inlow­interest
recoveryloans toS.C.
families andbusinesses.
FEMA'sNational Flood

Insurance Programhas
paidout anestimated
$28.1million toS.C. pol­
icy­holders,and private
insurance companieshave
paidout an estimated
$541.2 million forstorm­
caused damage, according
tothe estimates.
Twenty­five roads

across thestateremain
closed,down from481
immediately afterthe
storm.

Staff writerCassieCope
contributed tothisstory.
Avery G.Wilks:
803­771­8362,
@averygwilks
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HOLIDAY TRADITIONSBEHOLD, THECHRISTMASTREE
Glowing,sparkling,cheerful Christmastrees are such a

bigpartof the holiday season.
Peopledecorate every way, fromtacky chicto

designerglamour. Somesparkle withwhite lights, andsome
glisten withblinking,colorful lights.
Regardlessof the theme, trees are amajorway to cele­

brate Christmas,andmany peoplehave createdtraditions
around them.
Twopopular traditions: cuttingdown aChristmastree
atalocal farm, andattending tree lightingceremonies.

"Thereare families who
havebeen coming here
since the1980s,"said
Mary WessingerofOld
BarnChristmas Tree
FarminChapin."Par­
ents started bringing
their kids, andnow
those kidsare
bringing their kids.
Weeven have
some grandkids.
"It'safamily

tradition."
Takingthe fam­

ily tocommunity
treelightingcere­
monies is another
waytoembody
the season.Per­
haps the big­
gestof those
inthe Pal­
metto
Stateis

the Governor'sCarolighting.
Thisyear isthe 50thannual
ceremony.
"Each year,Michael, Rena,

Nalinand Ilook forward tothis
special nightwhen wecan invite
familyandfriends fromevery
partof SouthCarolina tocele­
brate theholiday season," Gov.
Nikki Haley saidinastatement.
Thisyear'sCarolighting is
Thursday, Dec.1.
Most communitiesaround

Columbia haveceremoniesas
well.
Cayce's treelighting ceremo­

nykicksoff three daysofcom­

munity holidayevents.
"Cayce isalways a wonderful

placeto bebut especiallyduring
the holidayseasonwhen so
many volunteershelp tomake
the seasonbright,"said Cayce
mayor ElisePartin."We look
forwardto seeingresidentsand
businessowners toaddto the
cheer, joyand festivities."
Here are someplacestostart

someof yourown holiday
memoriesfor 2016.

TREEFARMS
Formany people, meandering

throughatreefarmlooking for
the perfect Christmastreeis as
much ofthe tradition ashanging
tinsel andfavorite ornaments.
Thereare severaltreefarms

inLexington andRichland
counties. Mostoffer freeshak­
ingservice, baling andwill tie it
toyour car.Mostalso have
saws,and workersavailable to
cut the treeifyoucan't.Call the
farmbeforeyou goto verify
hours, costs andservices.
Bear CreekTreeFarm:Also
poinsettias,wreaths, garlands,
Thanksgivingcactus. 564Am­
icksFerry Road,Chapin. (803)
345­5607
BrownsChristmasTree Farm:
430Pat Road,Lexington.(803)
622­0686, (803) 622­5245,
bjbrown53@msn.com
Fox Tree Farmand Nursery:
133 VirginiaPine Lane, Lexing­
ton. (803) 356­4052
HollowCreekTreeFarm:Christ­
maswreaths,garlands,hayrides,
freehotcoffee,freehotchoco­
late.228WindmillRoad,Gilbert.
(803)892­3662,RealTreesMake
Scents@gmail.com
Old BarnChristmasTree
Farm:OldLexington Highway,
Chapin. (803) 345­9119, (803)
345­5607
Price's Tree Farm:Fresh,hand­
madewreaths, avarietyof
bows,greatcrafts, and aChrist­
mascabintovisit. 228Maple
Road,Lexington. (803)
356­4005
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Taylor's ChristmasTreeFarm:
1129Windy Road,Gilbert.(803)
892­3311,seangtaylor@msn.com
Old Congaree RunTree Farm:
Free hayrides.LowerRichland
(Old CongareeRun).(803)
787­2783

TREELIGHTINGS
Manylocal communitieskick

offthe holidayseason witha
treelighting ceremony.Some

are isolatedevents, and others
partof aholiday festival.
Most includemusicand hot

chocolate.Here are afew:
The50th annualGovernor's
Carolighting: The biggestof

these eventsinthe areais this
one, held onthenorth steps of
the StateHouse. Entertainment
leading uptothe lightingof the
StateChristmas treewill include
performances fromavarietyof
choirsand musicaltalent across
the state.Festivities willbegin at
6p.m. and theprogram at7on
Thursday,Dec.1. Free
SweetSeasons: ForestAcres'
treelighting isacommunity
celebration onthe rooftop of
Richland Mall. Livemusic, food
anddrink vendors, drawings for
door prizesand an appearance
fromSanta helps celebratethe
lighting ofthe community's
holidaydecorations.7:30 p.m.

Thursday,Dec.1. Free.
Cayce Treelighting:The annual
treelighting inthis Lexington
Countytown kicksoff the
Christmas inCaycecelebration.
6p.m. Thursday,Dec.1, Cayce
Town Hall.Free.
Townof Lexington Snowball
Festival: Lexington kicksoffthe
three­daySnowballFestivalwith
itstreelighting at Lexington
Square Park.There willbe
s'moresand hot chocolate.
Festivities begin at6p.m.,with
thetreelightingat 8p.m. Friday,
Dec.2. Free.

­LEZLIEPATTERSON,
SPECIAL TO GO COLUMBIA

ROBTHOMPSON File photo

A coupleselect atree from theOldCongaree RunTree Farmin
Eastover.
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