Children’s Museum of the Lowcountry Talking Points
- Part 2-

What’s different / what’s new about this museam compared to others?

- Whereas most children’s museums purchase exhibits from specialized exhibit
manufacturers, the CML’s exhibit’s have overwhelmingly been put together
by local people in the community (75-80 percent of exhibits are of local

origin)
- “Shrimping on the Anna Marie” is a 30-ft shrimp trawler exhibit built by local
boat makers

- “Castle Stories” is a castle exhibit built by local set designers and
stoneworkers

- There will be continuing involvement with community organizations, such as
Charleston Symphony coming to play regular “cushion concerts” for the kids

Why is early education so important to brain development?
-- Information from 1996 Newsweek Article “Your Child’s Brain” (Attached)

® “When a baby comes into the world, her brain is a jumble of neurons, all waiting
to be woven into the intricate tapestry of the mind”....... “It is the experiences of
childhood, determining which neurons are used, that wire the circuits of the brain
as surely as a programmer at a keyboard reconfigures the circuits in a computer.
Which keys are typed — which experiences a child has — determines whether the
child grows up to I_be'intelligent or dull, fearful or self—assurecll:,'articulate os-‘tongue_ /
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Studies show -- % T‘ML (E‘ﬂm"‘\ ) = Vlhmeiflem;
¢ The more words a child hears, the faster she learns language. TI;Z younger a child
is when she picks up an instrument, the more somatosensory cortexes (“circuits”
in the brain dedicated to moving the fingers) are dedicated to playing it.
Preschoolers exposed to music and music lessons at a young age show dramatic
improvements in spatial reasoning

e Children whose neural circuits are not stimulated before kindergarten are never
going to be what they could have been. The following are the best “windows” for
stimulating and encouraging growth in these parts of the brain:

o Math and Logic — Birth to 4 years
o Language — Birth to 10 years
o Music — 3 to 10 years
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