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"This is a gift for all legal
professionals and concerned
community
members—evidence-based
guidance to improve our
interventions with abuse
survivors, offenders and their
children." —Sarah M. Buel,
Clinical Professor of Law,
Sandra Day O'Connor College
of Law, Arizona State
University

Why must advocates educate the court about
domestic violence?

Family courts often only look to physical abuse in trying
to recognize domestic violence, to the detriment of
domestic violence survivors and their children.
Advocates can help judges—as well as juries, in jury
cases—understand the true dynamics of family violence
by exposing patterns of coercive, intimidating, and
controlling behaviors an abuser has used to maintain
what he believes is his privilege to control his partner.

This important new book helps you present
domestic violence cases in the most effective
way possible and provide better protection for
survivors and children. You'll discover:

* How to build a more productive working relationship
with your client

* What current scientific research is telling us about
violence and victim behavior and how to use this new
knowledge on your client's behalf

* How common practices used in custody and other
courts fail to protect victims of domestic violence and
how to prevail against these unfair and harmful
practices

* How to focus the court's attention on issues and

approaches that promote the safety of mothers and

children

"Abusers and their allies have a seemingly endless series Order today
of legal tricks up their sleeve. The publication of this
book is a blow for justice." — Lundy Bancroft, author
of The Batterer as Parent

"... this book will help attorneys overcome the
advantages abusers have in court and in the process
help good judges learn the best ways to protect children
and avoid being manipulated by common abuser tactics.
"—Rita Smith, Executive Director, National
Coalition Against Domestic Violence
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