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State
ofgrace?
Not at
the State
House
ITFELT, FORatoo­brief

time, likeeverything truly
hadchanged.
Afterwewere shocked

by thehorror ofapastorand
eight members ofhis flockmas­
sacred intheir church,for the
sin ofbeing black. Afterwe
stared into theface of pureevil
­ andthenwere bathed inre­
deeming graceaswe witnessed,
inthose forgiving family mem­
bers, deep andabidingfaith.
After ourhorrorturned into
compassion as we realizedthe
faith that unites us isstronger
than raceor ideologyor classor
anything else that divides us.
After whiteSouth Carolina,

inspired bythat newlyrecog­
nized kinship, was horrified
anew torealize that outof our
ignoranceor indifference, we
hadcaused pain toourfellow
Christians,andour political
leadersresponded byremoving
theConfederate flag ­the one
theevil killer hadwrapped him­
selfin­from thegrounds of
ourStateHouse.
Afterallof that,we thought

wewere anew people.
Peoplewhounderstand the

politicsof SouthCarolinasaid
theyhad toact immediatelyto
removethe flagbecause waiting
untilJanuary wouldbe toolong.
This wouldn't last,at least not
insidethe StateHouse. And a
yearafter the massacre,it
seemsalltoo clearthat they
wereright.
Itwasnever realistic tothink

therewould bepolicy changes
beyondthe flag, at least notin
theshort term.Eventhe polit­
ician whoseemed the most
deeply movedby themassacre,
Gov. Nikki Haley,drew avery
bright line between symbolism
and toneon theonehand and
public policy onthe other.
She couldhave greatempathy

for the families ofthe Emanuel
innocents; she couldcondemna
presidential candidate'sin­
flammatory anddivisiverheto­
ric. Butinher worldview, ex­
panding Medicaidwas simply
throwing good money aftera
bad program. Mourning the
death of stateSen.Clementa
Pinckney, who considered ex­
panding Medicaidatoppolitical
priority, would neverchange
that.
In herworldview, the most

dangerous thingabout guns is
that there aren't enough people
carrying them.Her compassion
for people whoselovedones
were massacredwith a gunthat
couldn't have been bought but
for a loopholeinfederal gun
laws wasn't goingto change
that. Norwould it changeher
support for taxcuts that Sen.
Pinckney sawas stealingre­
sources that could have helped
the poor inother ways.
What didseemrealistic fol­

lowing the massacreand the
flag removal­aKumbaya per­
iod that wasextended bythe
grace­filled response tothe

October floods­was that we
might have adifferent kind of
relationships andadifferent
kind ofdialogue. Relationships
builton awillingness toconsid­
er the experiencesand expecta­
tions and opinionsof people
who have very differentlife
experiences thanwedo. Dia­
logues that beginwith looking
afresh atassumptions wenever
really questioned.
Afterall, inthedays after the

Emanuel tragedy, ourlegislators
reached acrossracial divides
and talkedandlistened to each
other inways most ofthem
never had before.
If that continued into2016, it

was subtle andsporadic at best.
If white Republicans recognized
that they had pursuedpolicies
that disproportionately injured
black people, andrejected pol­
icies that wouldhave offered a
helping handtothose who need
it most, theydidn't let on.If
black Democrats recognized
that they had beentoo quick to
assume deliberateracial mo­
tives onthe part ofRepublicans,
they didn't say so.If white and
black,Republican and Democrat
recognized that raceis not al­
ways the motivationfor others'
actions, ifthey were willingto
listen moreopenly andtry har­
derto cometoagreement on
making SouthCarolina abetter
place forus all, it didn't show.
I don't suggestthat lawmak­

ers were extradivisiveor went

out oftheir way togive ortake
offense. I meanthey did notgo
out oftheir way to notgiveor
take offense. There were no
moments of insight, whenthey
understood eachother in ways
they never imagined they could,
nosurprising new consensuses.
They are noworse thanthey
were ayear ago. They aresim­
plyno better.
And what ofthe restof us?

Have wedone any better than
ourleaders? Have we changed?
Or have wescurried backtoour
safe places, wherewe have our
opinions andassumptions af­
firmed bypeople whothinklike
us and look likeusandexist in
the same echo­chamberas we
do?
If wetruly are peopleof faith

and ofgood will,thenthe chal­
lenge remains as it everhas
been: tolove ourneighbors as
ourselves. Tobecomepeople
who arewilling toapologize
when we arewrong ­andfor­
give when weare wronged. To
become peoplewho recognize
that we sometimesdoharm
even when wemean noharm ­
and that others sometimes
mean noinjury evenwhen they
injure us.
Weneed toinsist ourelected

leadersdo thesame ­or else
replace themwith leaderswho
already have.

Ms.Scoppecan bereached
atcscoppe@thestate.com.

SC0148 Sun News
Page Number: 9Publication Date: 06/14/2016

State ofgrace? Not at the State House

59.21 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Myrtle Beach, SC    Circulation: 61238

Page: 1

63027-06-14_9003.pdf

County: Horry



''OURLEADERSARENOWORSETHANTHEY
WEREAYEARAGO.
THEYARESIMPLYNO
BETTER.ANDWHATOF
THERESTOFUS?
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Roadsbillasmallstep
forward
Ittooktheentirelegislative

session,butSouthCarolina
finallyhasabillthatwillfund
someneededinfrastructure
improvements.Unfortunately,
thebilloverwhelminglyap­
provedbybothhouseslast
weekdoesnotgofarenough.
So,whilelawmakersand

Gov.NikkiHaleyapplaudthe
fundingandchangestothe
structureofDOT,thestate
essentiallyiswhereitwasat
thestartofthislegislative
session:inneedofalongterm,
stablerevenuesourceto
bridgeatremendousgapin
infrastructurefunding.
Yes,thebillwilldosome

short­termgood.Butitisfar
fromasolution,andwe
shouldnotletanyonesellitas
such.
Attheendoftheday,the

billwillsend$216millionin
recurringrevenuetoinfra­
structure.Thatmoneywillbe
usedtoleverageupto$4.3
billion(includingsomeexist­
ingmoneythatwillbefreed)
over10yearsforneededim­
provements.That'salotof
money,nodoubt,butisabit
underwhelminginastatethat
needsmorethan$700million
peryearover20years.
SouthCarolinawouldneed

morethantwicewhatthe
Legislaturepassedjustto
bringroadsandbridgesto

''YES,THEBILLWILL
DOSOME
SHORT­TERMGOOD.
BUTITISFARFROM
ASOLUTION,AND
WESHOULDNOTLET
ANYONESELLITAS
SUCH.

goodcondition....Some
estimatesputtheamount
approvedlastweekatroughly
onetenthofwhat'sneeded
overthelongertermtobring
thestate'sroadstoexcellent
condition,accordingtoa
reportinTheStatenewspa­
per.

–GreenvilleNews
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Gov.Haley
vetoes
mo­ped
safetybill
BY SEANNA ADCOX

Associated Press
COLUMBIA
Gov. Nikki Haley has

vetoed amo­ped safety bill
because it requires reflective
vestsfor nighttime driving
and helmetsfor drivers
under 21.
The Republican governor

says the mandatesonadults
represent governmentover­
reach.
People over18"should

decide for themselves what
they should wearfor their
personal safety," shewrote
inher veto message, signed
Friday.
Sen.Greg Hembree,R­

North MyrtleBeach, saidhe
believes mo­peds arethe
most dangerous vehiclesfor
people todrive, partlybe­
cause there arenoregula­
tions. He's beenpushing for

safety legislation since his
2012election.
"They're slower andyou

can't seethemas well,"
Hembree saidMonday
about the need forvests.
"That's howthey get hit.
They get run over at night."
According tothe Depart­

ment of PublicSafety, 50
people diedinmoped crash­
es last year –18ofthose in
Horry County.That's up
from 32moped deathsstate­
wide in 2014and 24in2013.
At least 16 moped drivers
and/orpassengershave
died so farthis year.
In hervetoletter, Haley

saidthe proposed restric­
tions for mo­peds exceed
those for motorcycledrivers.
But statelawdoes require

anyone under 21 who's

driving or riding onamotor­
cycle towear ahelmet.The
motorcycle advocacy group
ABATE –which stands forA
Brotherhood Against Total­
itarian Enactments –has
long squashed any effort to
require helmetsfor older
riders.
But ABATEspokesman

Chad Fuller saidthegroup
wanted legislators toadd
the helmetprovisionfor
mopeds.
"We supportedthem

having the same regulations
that we asmotorcyclists
have," hesaid.The group,
of which Haley hasbeen a
member, took noposition
on thevest issue.
Legislators will decide

later this week whetherto
overturn Haley'sveto.

The moped bill would
allow officersto charge
intoxicated moped drivers
with drunken driving.
"Literally, youcan be

stinking drunk onamo­ped
and can'tbearrested," said
Hembree, formerly thechief
prosecutor for Horry and
Georgetown counties.
That's because state law

specifically excludesmo­
peds fromthe definitionof a
motor vehicle. Proposals to
close that loopholehave
died repeatedly since 2010.
People wholose their li­
cense duetoaDUIconvic­
tion oftenuse a moped to
get around. Inastate where
public transportation is
lacking, legislatorsdidn't

SEE MO­PED,10A
FROMPAGE3A

MO­PED
wanttoprevent people from
getting towork.
Tosolve that sticking

point, thebill createsaspe­
cialmo­ped license. People
who losetheir regular li­
cense, for whatever reason,
canget the separatelicense,
startingthe pointsystem

over. Butamo­ped license
couldbesuspended too.
"Ifthat happens, we're

startingtolose sympathy for
you.You'regoing tohave to
bewalking,"Hembree said.
The billwould require

peopletoregister their mo­

pedsand attachalicense
plate,which the billcreates
asawaytocut down on
theft andidentify mopedsin
crashes. Mo­peds wouldstill
beexempt fromproperty
taxesandinsurance.
The billbarsmo­ped driv­

ersfrom travelingfaster

than35 mph.Itrequires
themtodriveinthe farthest
right lane onmulti­lane
roadwaysand makes it ille­
galfor mopedstobe driven
onhighwayswhere the post­
ed speedlimit is55mph or
greater.
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ThreeU.S. Houseraces,legislative
contestshighlightprimary
BY BRUCESMITH

Associated Press
CHARLESTON

A record3million people
are registered tovote in
SouthCarolina, but don't
expect any voting recordsto
beset when votersgo tothe
pollsTuesday inthe state
primary.
There are nostatewide

races, andinarelatively
quiet campaignseason,
there areprimaries inonly
three ofthe state's seven
congressional districts.
Across thestate, 39 state
legislatorsfaces primary
challenges.
Alook at Tuesday's pri­

mary,in whichpolls are
openfrom 7a.m. until 7
p.m.:

CONGRESSIONALRACES
IncumbentRepublican

U.S.Reps. Mark Sanford and
MickMulvaney face primary
challengerson Tuesday.
Sanford,aformer gover­

nor, faces stateRep. Jenny
Horne of Summervilleinthe
Lowcountry's 1st Districtin
the congressional racethat
has attractedthe most atten­
tion. Horne gainednation­
wide attention last year for
her impassioned speech
calling for the removalof
the Confederate flag from
the Statehouse groundsin
the wakeof the shootings at
Emanuel AMEChurch in
Charleston.
In the5th District along

the NorthCarolina border,
Mulvaney, firstelected six
years ago,faces RayCraig of
Lake Wylie.Inthe other
raceinthe 2ndDistrict in
the Midlands, PhilBlack of
Lexington meetsArik Bjorn
of Columbiainthe Demo­
craticprimary. The winner
faces long­timeincumbent
Republican U.S.Rep. Joe
Wilson inthe fall.

LEIGISLATIVERACES

The legislative racesto
watchare inthe Senate,
whereRepublican Gov.
Nikki Haley istrying tooust
several ofits GOP leaders,
whileLt. Gov. Henry
McMasterand other Haley
enemies areworking to
re­electthem.Those target­
ed byHaley includeSenate
PresidentPro Tem Hugh
Leatherman ofFlorence,
Luke RankinofConway and
WesHayes ofRock Hill.
Othersfacing toughchal­

lengesincludeSenate Judi­
ciaryChairman LarryMar­
tin, R­Pickens, whoseoppo­
nents includeaformer
memberof thestate House.
GOPSen. LeeBright of

Roebuck,who alsofaces
three challengers, isthe only
incumbent publicly opposed
bythe stateChamber of
Commerce.Its Good Gov­
ernmentCommittee is run­

SEE PRIMARY,10A
FROMPAGE3A

PRIMARY
ning radioads against him.
InCharleston, former

DemocraticSen.Robert
Ford, who wasconvicted of
misconduct inoffice and
ethicsviolations, istrying to
winhis seatback fromin­
cumbent stateSen.Marlon
Kimpson.

TURNOUTANDOTHER
MATTERS
Chris Whitmire of the

SouthCarolina Election
Commission says thecom­

mission doesn't make turn­
outprojections, but notes
turnout inpaststate primar­
ies hasranged from14 to27
percent, depending onwho
andwhat issueswere onthe
ballot.
The highestelection turn­

outinstatehistory wasthe
presidentialelection four
yearsago, inwhich 1.9mil­
lionvoters, or 69 percentof
registered voters,went to
thepolls.

Morethan1.1million
voterscastballots earlier
this yearinthe presidential
preference primaries inthe
state,with almost 750,000
ofthose votes cast inthe
GOPprimary.
Somevoterswill see driv­

erlicense scannersat the
pollsTuesday. Thosede­
vices allow pollworkers to
quickly identify votersso
theydon't have topunchin
their namesand lookthem
uponcomputer screens.
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Moped billis
'overreach,'
Haleysays in
vetomessage
BY AVERY G.WILKS
awilks@thestate.com
Gov. Nikki Haley hasvetoed a

billthat would require moped
drivers younger than21 towear
helmetsand mandateall moped
drivers wearreflective vestsat
night.
Haley wroteinher vetomes­

sage Fridaythat the bill's re­
quirements are inconsistent
with laws forsimilar vehicles
andconstitute government
overreach."I believethat adults
over the ageof 18–whoare
allowedtovoteand serve our
military –should decide for
themselveswhat they should
wear fortheir personal safety,"
shesaid.
Statelaw alreadyrequires

motorcycledrivers or passen­
gers under 21 towear ahelmet.
Sen. GregHembree, R­Horry,

who haspushed formoped
safety measures since2012, said
the intentwas toapplythat
requirement "to avehicle that's
even moredangerous, inmy

opinion, thanamotorcycle."
Hembreesaidlawmakers

studying theissue found most
people killed whiledriving mo­
peds werekilled at night and
were hit frombehind. "They're
riding onthe highwaygoing 30,
andacargoes upbehind them
going 55 or 60and, by thetime
they seethem, they hit them,"
hesaid.Reflective vests are a
solution, hesaid.
The billalso would require

drivers toregistermopedswith
the stateandfollow the same
trafficrules asall other vehicles.
Itwould raise theminimum age
todriveamopedto15 from14.
Haley saidshesupports parts

of thebill. Shesaidshe wantsto
work toadopt a mopedbillthat
"balances publicsafety with
personal responsibility." Law­
makers will return toColumbia
Wednesday todecide whether
tooverturn Haley'sveto.
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Roadsbillasmallstep
forward
Ittooktheentirelegislative

session,butSouthCarolina
finallyhasabillthatwillfund
someneededinfrastructure
improvements.Unfortunately,
thebilloverwhelminglyap­
provedbybothhouseslast
weekdoesnotgofarenough.
So,whilelawmakersand

Gov.NikkiHaleyapplaudthe
fundingandchangestothe
structureofDOT,thestate
essentiallyiswhereitwasat
thestartofthislegislative
session:inneedofalongterm,
stablerevenuesourceto
bridgeatremendousgapin
infrastructurefunding.
Yes,thebillwilldosome

short­termgood.Butitisfar
fromasolution,andwe
shouldnotletanyonesellitas
such.
Attheendoftheday,the

billwillsend$216millionin
recurringrevenuetoinfra­
structure.Thatmoneywillbe
usedtoleverageupto$4.3
billion(includingsomeexist­
ingmoneythatwillbefreed)
over10yearsforneededim­
provements.That'salotof
money,nodoubt,butisabit
underwhelminginastatethat
needsmorethan$700million
peryearover20years.
SouthCarolinawouldneed

morethantwicewhatthe
Legislaturepassedjustto
bringroadsandbridgesto
goodcondition....Some
estimatesputtheamount
approvedlastweekatroughly
onetenthofwhat'sneeded
overthelongertermtobring
thestate'sroadstoexcellent
condition,accordingtoa
reportinTheStatenewspa­
per.
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State
ofgrace?
Not at
the State
House
ITFELT, FORatoo­brief

time, likeeverything truly
hadchanged.
Afterwewere shocked

by thehorror ofapastorand
eight members ofhis flock mas­
sacred intheir church,for the
sin ofbeing black. Afterwe
stared into theface of pureevil
­ andthenwere bathed inre­
deeming graceaswe witnessed,
inthose forgiving family mem­
bers, deep andabidingfaith.
After ourhorrorturned into
compassion as we realizedthe
faith that unites us isstronger
than race or ideologyor classor
anything else that divides us.
After whiteSouth Carolina,

inspired bythat newly recog­
nized kinship, was horrified
anew torealize that outof our
ignoranceor indifference, we
hadcaused pain toourfellow
Christians,andour political
leaders responded byremoving
theConfederate flag ­the one
theevil killer hadwrapped him­
selfin­from thegrounds of
ourStateHouse.
Afterallof that,we thought

wewere anew people.
Peoplewhounderstand the

politicsof SouthCarolinasaid
theyhad toact immediatelyto
removethe flagbecause waiting
untilJanuary wouldbe toolong.
Thiswouldn't last,at least not
insidethe StateHouse. And a
yearafter the massacre,it
seemsalltoo clearthat they
wereright.
Itwasnever realistic tothink

therewould bepolicy changes
beyondthe flag, at leastnot in
theshort term.Eventhe polit­
ician whoseemed the most
deeply movedby themassacre,
Gov. Nikki Haley,drew avery
bright line between symbolism
and toneon theonehand and
public policy onthe other.
She couldhave great empathy

for the families ofthe Emanuel
innocents; she couldcondemna
presidential candidate'sin­
flammatory anddivisive rheto­
ric. Butinher worldview, ex­
panding Medicaidwas simply
throwing good money aftera
bad program. Mourning the
death of stateSen. Clementa
Pinckney, who considered ex­
panding Medicaidatoppolitical
priority, would neverchange
that.
In herworldview, the most

dangerous thingabout guns is
that there aren't enough people
carryingthem. Her compassion
for people whoselovedones
were massacredwith a gunthat
couldn't have been bought but
for aloophole infederal gun
laws wasn't goingto change
that. Norwould it changeher
support for taxcuts that Sen.
Pinckney sawas stealingre­
sources that couldhave helped
the poor inother ways.
What didseem realistic fol­

lowing the massacreand the
flag removal­aKumbaya per­
iod that wasextended bythe
grace­filled response tothe
October floods­was that we

might have adifferent kind of
relationships andadifferent
kind ofdialogue. Relationships
builton awillingness toconsid­
er the experiencesand expecta­
tions and opinionsof people
who have very differentlife
experiences thanwedo. Dia­
logues that beginwith looking
afresh atassumptions wenever
really questioned.
Afterall,in thedays after the

Emanueltragedy, ourlegislators
reached acrossracialdivides
and talkedandlistened to each
otherinways most ofthem
neverhad before.
If that continuedinto 2016, it

was subtle andsporadic at best.
If white Republicansrecognized
that they had pursuedpolicies
that disproportionately injured
black people, andrejected pol­
iciesthat wouldhave offered a
helping handtothose who need
it most, theydidn't let on.If
black Democrats recognized
that they had beentoo quick to
assume deliberateracialmo­
tives onthe part ofRepublicans,
they didn't say so.If white and
black, Republican and Democrat
recognized that race is not al­
ways the motivationfor others'
actions, ifthey were willingto
listen moreopenly andtry har­
derto cometoagreement on
making SouthCarolina abetter
place forus all, it didn't show.
I don't suggestthat lawmak­

ers were extradivisive or went
out oftheir way togive ortake
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offense. I meanthey did notgo
out oftheir way to not giveor
take offense. There were no
moments of insight, whenthey
understood eachother in ways
they never imaginedthey could,
nosurprising new consensuses.
They are noworse thanthey
were ayear ago. They aresim­
plyno better.

And what ofthe restof us?
Have wedone any betterthan
ourleaders? Have we changed?
Or have wescurried backtoour
safe places, wherewe have our
opinions andassumptions af­
firmed bypeople whothinklike
us and look likeus andexist in
the same echo­chamberas we
do?

If wetruly are peopleof faith
and ofgood will,thenthe chal­
lenge remains as it everhas
been: tolove ourneighborsas
ourselves. Tobecomepeople
who arewilling toapologize
when we arewrong ­andfor­
give when weare wronged. To
become peoplewho recognize
that we sometimesdoharm
even when wemean noharm ­

and that others sometimes
mean noinjury evenwhen they
injure us.
Weneed toinsist ourelected

leaders do thesame ­or else
replace themwith leaders who
alreadyhave.

Ms. Scoppecan bereached
atcscoppe@thestate.com.

''OURLEADERSARENOWORSETHANTHEY
WEREAYEARAGO.
THEYARESIMPLYNO
BETTER.ANDWHATOF
THERESTOFUS?
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CINDI ROSSSCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
THESTATE

State
ofgrace?
Not at
the State
House
ITFELT, FORatoo­brief

time, likeeverything truly
hadchanged.
Afterwewere shocked

by thehorror ofapastorand
eight members ofhis flock mas­
sacred intheir church,for the
sin ofbeing black. Afterwe
stared into theface of pureevil
­ andthenwere bathed inre­
deeming graceaswe witnessed,
inthose forgiving family mem­
bers, deep andabidingfaith.
After ourhorrorturned into
compassion as we realizedthe
faith that unites us isstronger
than race or ideologyor classor
anything else that divides us.
After whiteSouth Carolina,

inspired bythat newly recog­
nized kinship, was horrified
anew torealize that outof our
ignoranceor indifference, we
hadcaused pain toourfellow
Christians,andour political
leaders responded byremoving
theConfederate flag ­the one
theevil killer hadwrapped him­
selfin­from thegrounds of
ourStateHouse.
Afterallof that,we thought

wewere anew people.
Peoplewhounderstand the

politicsof SouthCarolinasaid
theyhad toact immediatelyto
removethe flagbecause waiting
untilJanuary wouldbe toolong.
Thiswouldn't last,at least not
insidethe StateHouse. And a
yearafter the massacre,it
seemsalltoo clearthat they
wereright.
Itwasnever realistic tothink

therewould bepolicy changes
beyondthe flag, at leastnot in
theshort term.Eventhe polit­
ician whoseemed the most
deeply movedby themassacre,
Gov. Nikki Haley,drew avery
bright line between symbolism
and toneon theonehand and
public policy onthe other.
She couldhave great empathy

for the families ofthe Emanuel
innocents; she couldcondemna
presidential candidate'sin­
flammatory anddivisive rheto­
ric. Butinher worldview, ex­
panding Medicaidwas simply
throwing good money aftera
bad program. Mourning the
death of stateSen. Clementa
Pinckney, who considered ex­
panding Medicaidatoppolitical
priority, would neverchange
that.
In herworldview, the most

dangerous thingabout guns is
that there aren't enough people
carryingthem. Her compassion
for people whoselovedones
were massacredwith a gunthat
couldn't have been bought but
for aloophole infederal gun
laws wasn't goingto change
that. Norwould it changeher
support for taxcuts that Sen.
Pinckney sawas stealingre­
sources that couldhave helped
the poor inother ways.
What didseem realistic fol­

lowing the massacreand the
flag removal­aKumbaya per­
iod that wasextended bythe
grace­filled response tothe
October floods­was that we

might have adifferent kind of
relationships andadifferent
kind ofdialogue. Relationships
builton awillingness toconsid­
er the experiencesand expecta­
tions and opinionsof people
who have very differentlife
experiences thanwedo. Dia­
logues that beginwith looking
afresh atassumptions wenever
really questioned.
Afterall,in thedays after the

Emanueltragedy, ourlegislators
reached acrossracialdivides
and talkedandlistened to each
otherinways most ofthem
neverhad before.
If that continuedinto 2016, it

was subtle andsporadic at best.
If white Republicansrecognized
that they had pursuedpolicies
that disproportionately injured
black people, andrejected pol­
iciesthat wouldhave offered a
helping handtothose who need
it most, theydidn't let on.If
black Democrats recognized
that they had beentoo quick to
assume deliberateracialmo­
tives onthe part ofRepublicans,
they didn't say so.If white and
black, Republican and Democrat
recognized that race is not al­
ways the motivationfor others'
actions, ifthey were willingto
listen moreopenly andtry har­
derto cometoagreement on
making SouthCarolina abetter
place forus all, it didn't show.
I don't suggestthat lawmak­

ers were extradivisive or went
out oftheir way togive ortake
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offense. I meanthey did notgo
out oftheir way to not giveor
take offense. There were no
moments of insight, whenthey
understood eachother in ways
they never imaginedthey could,
nosurprising new consensuses.
They are noworse thanthey
were ayear ago. They aresim­
plyno better.
And what ofthe restof us?

Have wedone any betterthan
ourleaders? Have we changed?
Or have wescurried backtoour

safe places, wherewe have our
opinions andassumptions af­
firmed bypeople whothinklike
us and look likeus andexist in
the same echo­chamberas we
do?
If wetruly are peopleof faith

and ofgood will,thenthe chal­
lenge remains as it everhas
been: tolove ourneighborsas
ourselves. Tobecomepeople
who arewilling toapologize
when we arewrong ­andfor­
give when weare wronged. To

become peoplewho recognize
that we sometimesdoharm
even when wemean noharm ­
and that others sometimes
mean noinjury evenwhen they
injure us.
Weneed toinsist ourelected

leaders do thesame ­or else
replace themwith leaders who
alreadyhave.

Ms. Scoppecan bereached
atcscoppe@thestate.com.

''OURLEADERSARENOWORSETHANTHEY
WEREAYEARAGO.
THEYARESIMPLYNO
BETTER.ANDWHATOF
THERESTOFUS?
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Roadsbillasmallstep
forward
Ittooktheentirelegislative

session,butSouthCarolina
finallyhasabillthatwillfund
someneededinfrastructure
improvements.Unfortunately,
thebilloverwhelminglyap­
provedbybothhouseslast
weekdoesnotgofarenough.
So,whilelawmakersand

Gov.NikkiHaleyapplaudthe
fundingandchangestothe
structureofDOT,thestate
essentiallyiswhereitwasat
thestartofthislegislative
session:inneedofalong­
term,stablerevenuesourceto
bridgeatremendousgapin
infrastructurefunding.
Yes,thebillwilldosome

short­termgood.Butitisfar
fromasolution,andwe
shouldnotletanyonesellitas
such.
Attheendoftheday,the

billwillsend$216millionin
recurringrevenuetoinfra­
structure.Thatmoneywillbe
usedtoleverageupto$4.3
billion(includingsomeexist­
ingmoneythatwillbefreed)
over10yearsforneeded
improvements.That'salotof
money,nodoubt,butisabit
underwhelminginastatethat
needsmorethan$700million
peryearover20years.
SouthCarolinawouldneed

morethantwicewhatthe
Legislaturepassedjustto
bringroadsandbridgesto

''YES,THEBILLWILL
DOSOME
SHORT­TERMGOOD.
BUTITISFARFROM
ASOLUTION,AND
WESHOULDNOTLET
ANYONESELLITAS
SUCH.

goodcondition....Some
estimatesputtheamount
approvedlastweekatroughly
onetenthofwhat'sneeded
overthelongertermtobring
thestate'sroadstoexcellent
condition,accordingtoa
reportinTheStatenewspa­
per.

–GreenvilleNews
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Mayor:Prayersof
Charlestonwith
those inOrlando
CHARLESTON

Charleston MayorJohn
Tecklenburg saysthe
prayersof Charlestonians
are withthose inOrlando
after 50 peoplewere
killed there inthe worst
massshooting inAmer­
ican history.
Tecklenburg saysina

statement it wasayear
ago that Charlestonians
cameface­to­face with
the same kindof evilthat
those inOrlando must
nowreckon with.
The anniversary of

shootings of ninepar­
ishionersat Emanuel
AME Churchis Friday.
SouthCarolina Gov.

Nikki Haley saysher heart
hurtsat the news from
Orlando shootings.
"We don'thave to

agree allthe timebut hate
is never theanswer," she
saidonher Twitterac­
count Sunday. "Prayfor
the injured &the families
of thevictims."
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