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Subject:  New Bifocal: Year-in-review, the living will as improvisation, and more!

Dear Subscriber:
The Year-in-Review issue of Bifocal, e-Journal of the ABA Commission on Law and Aging is now available on the Bifocal homepage.

You can read the issue online or download the pdf.

What's inside this issue?
Year in Review

The Work and Accomplishments of 2015

By Hon. Patricia Banks
This issue of Bifocal is our 2015 Year in Review, providing a snapshot of the Commission's work over the past year.

Legal Services & Training

Elder Abuse & Financial Exploitation
Guardianship & Supported Decision-Making
Advance Care Planning & Advanced lliness
Human Rights of Older Persons

Funding Sources

National Aging and Law Conference

Legal Issues Related to Elder Abuse Guides

Your Health Care Wishes Smartphone App

Featured Article
The Living Will as Improvisation
By Susan P. Shapiro

As hundreds of thousands of practitioners stand poised to counsel tens of millions of Americans under Medicare, it is appropriate to
reflect on the legacy of advance directives and ask how physicians might best serve their patients as they anticipate life's end.

Inside the Commission
In Memoriam: Patricia D. Struck

We were shocked and saddened to learn that Commission member Patricia D. Struck had passed away on December 20th.

To subscribe to Bifocal or to submit news items or a manuscript for consideration, contact editor Andrea Amato.

Bifocal is distributed six times a year to state and regional elder bar section and committee officers and members, legal services
providers, elder law and other private practitioners, judges, court staff, advocates, policymakers, law schools and elder law clinics, law
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libraries, and to other professionals in the law and aging networks.

The mission of the ABA Commission on Law and Aging is to strengthen and secure the legal rights, dignity, autonomy, quality of life,
and quality of care of elders. It carries out this mission through research, policy development, technical assistance, advocacy,
education, and training on a wide range of law-related issues, including: legal services to older persons; health and long-term care;
housing; professional ethical issues; Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, and other public benefit programs; guardianship; elder
abuse; health care decision-making; pain management and end-of-life care; dispute resolution; and court-related needs of older
persons.
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