
Clemson may oversee
school for troubled teens
BY SEANNA ADCOX
Associated Press
COLUMBIA

Legislators couldput
Clemson University in
charge of apublic resi­
dential schoolfor troubled
teensthat is onthe verge
of losingits accreditation.
A proposal advancedby

the Housebudget­writing
committee would transfer
oversightof John de la
Howe School totheuni­
versityonJuly 1, along
with fundingfor the
schoolthat spends
$92,000 annually per
student. Clemson officials
would betaskednext
schoolyear with evaluat­
ingturnaround pathsfor
the sixth­through­10th­
gradeschool inrural
McCormick and reporting
their recommendations.
"We believeClemson

hasthe expertise and
background togo inand
savethat school," said
Rep. KennyBingham,
R­Cayce,chairman of the
committee's K­12panel. "I
believeit's theonly wayto

keep thedoors open."
One possibility,hesaid,

would beturning Johnde
laHowe intoapublic
charter schoolsponsored
byClemson.
Both are land­grant

schools. Johnde la Howe
was foundedasafarming
schoolbenefiting poor and
orphaned children, asper
the 1797will ofits name­
sake.
Ithas previouslycollab­

orated with Clemson on
agricultural projects,said
its president, Danny
Webb.
Butthe proposal's

chances areuncertain.
Clemson officialsaren't

commenting beyondsay­
ingit's under review.
Webb saidnooneat his

schoolhas beenconsulted
at all.
"What wewill continue

todois serve thestate's
most vulnerable students
…until adecision has
been made,"hesaid."We

will continue toprovide
themasafehaven, so they
can heal,growand make
lasting changes."
Rep. Shannon Erickson,

who votedagainst theidea
incommittee, saidthere
should beathorough
discussion among all
stakeholders, including
the Department ofJuve­
nile Justice andthe De­
partment ofSocial Servic­
es, onwhat it will taketo
make the schoolsuccess­
ful.
Asking Clemson to

study the issue isawaste
of time, shesaid.
"Studyingit for a yearis

justkicking the candown
the road…and theseare
children's livesat stake,"
saidErickson, R­Beaufort,
ateacher.
State­supported since

1918, John dela Howe
provides 24­hour care on
its 1,200­acre campus for
childrenwith seriousbe­
havior problems.The
school's roughly70em­

ployeesinclude teachers
anddorm counselors ­
onefor every eight stu­
dents, acrossthree shifts,
Webb said.
As of Thursday,the

schoolhoused 72students,
hesaid.
Legislators have ques­

tioned what todowith the
school, astand­alone state
agency,for morethan a
decade.
In2003,then­Gov.

Mark Sanford recom­
mended, without success,
closingthe schooland
sendingits students toa
military­like publicschool
inWest Columbiafor
at­risk teens.In 2014,
Gov. Nikki Haley recom­
mended puttingthe De­
partment ofJuvenile Jus­
ticein charge ofJohn de la
Howe.
A final decisiononthe

school's status willbe
madebefore nextmonth's
StateBoard ofEducation
meeting, according tothe
agency.
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HARVESTHOPE35THANNIVERSARYGALAwill
be6p.m.March11atthe ColumbiaMetropolitan
ConventionCenter,1101LincolnSt. Event will
feature BluesTraveler andapresentationof a
humanitarianaward by Gov. NikkiHaley. Tickets
are $150atbid.co/events/harvesthope.Proceeds
willbenefitHarvest HopeFood Bank.
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EDITORIAL

If hecares
about county,
Washington
will resign

YOUWOULD THINKan elected official who
recentlyadmitted incourtthat hedidn't pay
hisstateincome taxeswould doallhe couldto
stay outof trouble.

You wouldhope suchaperson wouldbe soembar­
rassedby histransgression andso determined towin
back or maintainthe public'strust that hewould ob­
sessively avoidthe risk ofbeing accusedof another
crime.
ButRichland CountyCouncilman Kelvin Washing­

ton apparentlydoesn't thinkthat way.Mr. Washing­
ton,who pleadedguilty Feb.10to misdemeanor
charges of notfiling stateincometaxreturns, was
charged withfelony DUIafter hiscarcrashed into
another vehicleSaturday night.
Mr. Washington told lawenforcement hehad just

onebeer atafriend'shouse onBroadRiver Road be­
fore thecrash, according toauthorities. Yet, despite

sayinghehad justonebeer, Mr.
Washingtonrefused toprovide a
bloodsampleuntil authorities
obtainedasearch warrant,ac­
cordingtoan incident report.
Resultsofthe testhave notbeen
released.
Likeall defendants, Mr.Wash­

ingtonis presumedinnocent un­
lessand until heis provenguilty.
Hedeserves hisday incourt.
Wewouldbe surprisedifone

beerresulted inafelony DUI
charge. Butgiven thepublic'serosion of confidence
after hisguilty plea last month,why wouldMr.Wash­
ingtonconsume any alcoholic beveragesbefore driv­
ing? Why take that risk?
If Mr.Washington wasdriving under the influence

Saturday night, hisaccident reminds us onceagain
how dangerousthat canbe. Authoritiessay Mr.Wash­
ingtondrove intothe back ofacarat BluffRoad and
MLK Boulevard when theotherdriver sloweddown to
turn left.
Authoritiessaidthere were noskidmarks onthe

roadleading tothe crashsite.
The 22­year­old driverof the othercarsuffereda

severe headinjury andunderwent surgery, according
toareport.Apassenger inthat carsuffered minor
injuries.
AfterMr.Washington's guiltyplea andfelony DUI

charge, thepublic hasnoreason totrust hisjudgment
andhis ability tolead thecounty. Publicconfidence
was alreadyshakenafter Mr.Washington, aself­em­
ployed engineeringconsultant with anelectrical engi­
neering degreefromS.C. State University,saidhelost
track ofpaying hisincome taxes.He blamed thecom­
bination ofthe minutiaeof lifeand histransition from
onejob toanother.
All of usmust deal with the minutiaeof life.Most of

us at onepoint inourcareers transition fromonejob
toanother. Butnearlyall ofus remember topay our
taxes.
Most ofus understand thedangers of driving under

the influence,and that makes most ofus obsessive
about avoiding the risk.
Our publicleaders shouldmatch that behavior.
Richland CountyCouncilfaces many challenges.

They include providingthe basics suchas emergency
medical treatment andland­use planning aswell as
deciding howmuch funding togivethe Sheriff's De­
partment andlocal schooldistricts.
The current councilhas theadded burden of leading

the county'srecovery fromthe October floods.Italso
hasbeen under acloud ofsuspicion since thestate
Department of Revenue inDecemberquestioned how
the countyspent money raisedby thetransportation
penny sales tax.
The Department of Revenue saidan audituncov­

ered potential publiccorruption andfraudin thepro­
gram.County officials have disputed thereport, and
they have sentmultiple letterstothe department de­
fending the program.
Evenif countyofficials provetheagency wrong,the

allegations have many taxpayerswondering ifthe
$1.07­billion,22­year program they approved in2012
is aboondoggle. The county faces thedaunting task of
convincing thepublic that the program isn't.
Mr. Washington'slegal troubles makethat task

much harder because hisdiminished credibility hurts
the entirecouncil.
On Wednesday, Gov. Nikki Haley calledonMr.

Washington andSolicitor Donnie MyersofLexington
Countytoresign because of theirrecent DUIcharges.
Mr.Myerswas arrested Feb.22after hiscarleft a
Lexington Countyroad andhit autility pole. It's his
third alcohol­related charge injustless than11 years.
If Mr.Washington caresabout what'sbest forthe

county,its government and thepeople, hewill follow
Gov. Haley's advice.Peoplemust have confidence in
their public officials. Wedoubtmany residentsnow
have confidence inhim as apublic leader.
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FIXING OURHIGHWAYS

Republican SC House leader
rips SenateGOProads bill
"Thisplankicks thecanfurtherdownthe roadandintoagiant
pothole," HouseSpeakerJayLucas saysofSenate proposal

Senate returnsTuesdaytotakeuproads plantospendan added
$400millionayearon roadswithoutraising state's gas tax
BY JAMIESELF ANDANDREW SHAIN

jself@thestate.comand
ashain@thestate.com
A stateSenateRepublican

planto spend$400 million on
roadswithout raising thegas tax
is onacollision coursewith the
GOP­controlled S.C. House,
despite winningthe governor's
blessingThursday.
"This plankicksthe canfurth­

er downthe roadand into a
giant pothole,"House Speaker
JayLucas,R­Darlington, saidof
the proposal that SenateRepub­
licans offered Wednesday, after
nearlyayearof gridlockona
billaimed at fixingthe state's
roadsand bridges.
"It's notreally a new idea,

andit's not a
solution,"Lucas
saidof theSenate
GOP plan, adding
it is "unsettling"
it tookthe Senate
so longtoget to
this point.

SenateDemo­
crats expressed
similarconcerns about thepro­
posal, whichsenators will de­
bate Tuesday.

"Nobody who'shonest will
say that this ...fixes the roads
problem. Ithink it's afraud... a
fake,"saidstate Sen. Vincent
Sheheen, D­Kershaw.
"It's really justaPatch Act"

that will "raid thegeneralfund"
and other stateprograms, said
stateSen. Joel Lourie, D­Rich­
land. "We'reputting asmall­to
medium­sized Band­Aid ona
large problem."
The Senate GOPplan tocom­

mit an added $400 million a
year inrecurringstate revenues
toroads isunsustainable, some
Republican andDemocratic
lawmakers said.
Thatsurplus money is onlyas

reliableas the economy, they
added. If theeconomy takes a
dive –as it didduring theGreat
Recession –the moneywill dry
up, forcing deepcuts toroads
and other stateservices.
The SenateGOP plan also

fails tocollectmoney fromout­
of­state drivers, who vacation in
South Carolinaor travel through
onhighways, several Republican
legislators said.

SEE ROADS,8A

''NOBODYWHO'S
HONESTWILLSAY
THATTHIS...FIXES
THEROADSPROBLEM."
Sen. VincentSheheen

FROMPAGE1A

ROADS
"You're leavingmoney

on thetable," said state
Rep. GarySimrill, R­York,
who ledthe House's
roads­funding plan.
Simrill andHouse Ways

and MeansCommittee
chairman Brian White,
R­Anderson, also worry
that coming upwith an
added $400million a

year for roadsfromexist­
ing revenuescouldhurt
the state'sability toput
money inits reserve
funds, keytothe state's
stellar creditrating.
"It is this year'ssolu­

tion," Simrill said. "Itis
not sustainablenor is it
reliable."
For almosttwoyears,

lawmakers have failedto
agree onalong­termsolu­
tion tomeetthe state's
road­repair needs. Bring­
ing thestate's roadsinto
excellent conditionis
estimatedtocost more
than$1 billionayear.
Instead,lawmakershave
budgeted moneytoward
roadsinapiecemeal style

eachyear.
"We'vebeen using

generalfunddollars to
slap aBand­Aid onroads
forthree years inSouth
Carolina,andthe results
havenotbeen enoughto
keepour families safeor
oureconomythriving,"
saidLucas,whosecham­
berpassedaroadsplan
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last Aprilthat included
theequivalentof a10­
cent­a­gallongas­tax
increase.
The Houseproposal

wentnowhereinthe Sen­
ate.The bill failed,inpart,
because lawmakers
learnedthey had anextra
$1billion instatereve­
nuestospend this year
duetothe resurgentecon­
omy.Fiscalhawks inthe
Senateinsisted the state
usethat one­time surplus
topay forroads, filibus­
teringthe Houseplan.
Withgas prices atnear­

decade lows,lawmakers
havemissed thebest op­
portunityinyears toraise
the gastax, last increased
in1987, said Sen.Ray
Cleary,R­Georgetown.
"The moreyouuse the

roads, the moreyoupay,"
said Cleary,who co­au­
thored aproposal that
would haveraisedan

added $665 million ayear
for roadsbyraising the
gas taxandotheruser
fees.
"Gasolineprices are not

going togo downany
more. Sohow are wego­
ingraise the tax4cents
when gas is$2or $3(a
gallon)? Quite honestly,I
thinkwe kickedthe can
down the road."
Not everyoneisop­

posed tothe SenateGOP
plan, which also shifts
powerto appointthe com­
missionthat oversees the
stateTransportation De­
partment tothe governor
fromlawmakers.
Gov. Nikki Haley post­

edher supportin a Face­
book messageThursday,
calling the SenateGOP
plan a"great thing"and
"exactly whatwe needin
South Carolina."
"Bringit home!" Haley

exclaimed.

The Senate GOPplan
also includes givingthe
governor far morepower
over the controversial
State TransportationIn­
frastructure Bank, which
critics sayfunds roads
projectsbased onlegisla­
tors' politicalclout, not
the state's needs.
Some groups,including

the S.C. Chamberof Com­
merce andanti­road
CoastalConservation
League, praisedthe Sen­
ate Republican'splan.
But Lucasand one

roads advocatesaid they
did not understandHa­
ley's reversal.Last year,
the governor said she
would support raisingthe
gas taxinexchange for far
greater income­taxcuts.
"Arewe happywithit?"

Bill Ross, executive direc­
tor ofthe S.C. Alliance to
FixOurRoads, saidof the
Senate plan.
"No.Butit's probably

the best wecould hope
for."
Ross, whosealliance is

backedby businessand
tourism interests,saidhe
expected moresupport
from Haley afterbusiness
leaders insistedthestate's
economy is beinghurt by
the absenceof asustain­
able plantopay for road
repairs.
Haley,inherfinal term

inoffice, hasmade eco­
nomic development a
hallmark of heradminis­
tration.
"It'skind ofdifficultto

understand wherethe
governor is comingfrom,"
Ross said.
"It could be ...where

she justwantsto goout as
the governor that didn't
pass a taxincrease."

Jamie Self: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself AndyShain:
803­771­8619,
@AndyShain

FixingS.C.roads
TheHousehaspassed aroadsbill,andSenateRepublicans
hopeto OKtheir plannextweek. Whatthe twoplans would
do:

HOUSEPLAN

A Increase thestate gastaxby10centsagallon

A Generate$427million innew money forroads

A Give the governorcontrol of thestate Transportation

Department andStateTransportationInfrastructureBank

A Savethe average taxpayer $48ayear through

income­tax cuts

SENATEPLAN

A Put $400million a year ingeneral fund revenues

towardroads

A Give the governorcontrol of thestate Transportation

Department andStateTransportationInfrastructureBank
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Coalash billissigned;
pipelineplanpassesSenate
Coalash restrictionssignedbygovernor

Senatepassesbill thatcouldderailwesternS.C.
pipeline
BYSAMMY FRETWELL
sfretwell@thestate.com
A coalitionof envi­

ronmentalistsand conser­
vativepoliticians has
scored legislative victories
that manysay will protect
communities fromcoal
ashdumping and un­
wanted petroleumpipe­
lines.
Gov. Nikki Haleysigned

abill Wednesdaythat is
intended toprevent com­
paniesfrom depositing
coalashinto construction
dumps, whichare not
regulated astightly as
linedmunicipal solid
waste waste dumps.
Pickens Countyresi­

dents have beenupset
sincelearning late last
yearthat a NorthCarolina
corporationwanted touse
aproposed construction
dumpnearLibertyfor coal
ashdisposal.
Thatprompted Repub­

licanlawmakers inPick­

ens Countytointroduce
legislation limitingutility
coalashfrom being de­
posited inconstruction
anddemolition landfills,
which takewaste such as
concrete,wood andbricks.
Coal ashis thetoxic

byproduct ofproducing
powerbyburning coal.
Itoftencontains arse­

nic,mercuryand other
poisonousmaterials.
"Iam pleased tosign

this legislation intolaw
today,"Haley saidthis
week.
"It isabsolutely essen­

tial that weprotect our
environment fromout­of­
statewaste,and I'm proud
tohelp bringthese much
needed protectionsinto
law.''
MRRSouthern officials,

whowanted todispose of
ashinLiberty, were not
available Thursday,but an
attorneyfor thecompany

toldThe Greenville News
recentlythat the legisla­
tionwas "discriminatory.''
The Southern Environ­
mental LawCenter, the
Sierra Club andUpstate
Forever backed the legis­
lation.
Meanwhile,the state

Senateapproved legisla­
tionThursday that would
prevent theKinder Mor­
gan company fromcon­
demning landinSouth
Carolinafor a proposed
petroleumpipeline.
The billnowmoves to

theHouse, where it has
supportfrom Aiken­area
lawmakers.
KinderMorgan's pipe­

line would runfroma
terminal nearBelton in
Anderson Countytothe
Jacksonarea southof
Aiken.Itwould thencross
theSavannah Riverand
windthrough Georgiato

Jacksonville, Fla.An exist­
ingterminal nearBelton
that is affiliated withKin­
derMorgan hasinthe past
twoyears leaked pet­
roleum,increasing con­
cerns about theenviron­
mental impactof apipe­
line throughwestern
SouthCarolina.
The billwould prohibit

privatepetroleum compa­
nies not regulated bythe
statefromcondemning
land.
"This goesalongway

toward providingland­
ownerswith the toolsthey
needtostand up fortheir
property,'' Savannah Riv­
erkeeper Tonya Bonitati­
bussaid, addingthat prop­
ertyowners alongthe
proposedpipeline route
"are rightfullyscared.''
KinderMorgan spokes­

woman Melissa Ruizsaid
hercompany is disap­
pointedinthe legislation.
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On Gov. Nikki Haley
saying Donald Trump
would not be the GOP

presidential nominee:
This locks it up for

Trump!! That woman is
wrong on everything she
does. At least since she
sold out to the RNC.

­Jonathan Tollison
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