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SC Supreme Court will keep
oversightofsuitbyrural schools
The S.C. SupremeCourtwill continue itsjurisdictionovera

landmark 1993school­equity lawsuitbroughtagainst the state by
poor, ruralschool districtsthatsay they needmoremoney.

BY JAMIESELF

jself@thestate.com

The S.C. Supreme Court will
continue its oversightof aland­
mark 1993school­equity lawsuit
broughtagainst the stateby
poor, ruralschool districts that
say theyneed moremoney.
Inits order, datedTuesday,

the state's highestcourt also
called onS.C. lawmakers andthe
districts that suedthe stateto
update it byJune 30 onsteps
both have takentofix constitu­
tional violations inthestate's
K­12 publicschools.
The order isaresponse tothe

schooldistricts' request for the
courttostay involved inthe case.
Thatrequest came after state
leaders asked the courttodis­
missthe lawsuit, citingthe steps
the Legislature alreadyhastaken

toaddress inequitiesinpublic
education identifiedinthe
court's 2014 ruling.
The schooldistricts have crit­

icized the statefor passinglaws
calling for morestudies –not
immediatereforms –and fornot
focusingenough onhelpingpoor
schools.
Butthe courtdisagreed with

those criticisms as "unnecessary
andunfounded."
Itpraised lawmakers and Gov.

Nikki Haley fortheir efforts,
sayingit expected the stateto
study what wouldbe necessary
toensure students inpoor
schools have accessto"a mini­
mallyadequate education."
The courtalso saidit wantsthe

schooldistricts toreport next
year ontheir progress toward

fulfilling its 2014order. Inpartic­
ular, thecourtwants toknow
whether thepoor districts have
considered consolidation and
"theprudence of creatingschool
districts filled with students of
the mostdisadvantaged socioec­
onomic background, exposing
students ...tosubstandard edu­
cational inputs, andthen main­
taining that nothing can bedone
toimprove those schooldistricts'
unacceptable performances."
The schooldistricts are happy

with thecourt's order but dis­
agree withits assessment ofthe
state's progress towardaddress­
ingthe lawsuit, saidCarl Epps,
the districts'attorney.
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"Ourclientsstand

readytoworkwith the
LegislatureandGov.
Haley'sofficeinacol­
laborativefashion,as
they havealwayshave
been,todoeverything

they cantohelp the
studentswe
represent,"Epps said.
S.C.HouseSpeaker

JayLucas,R­Darlington,
saidthe court'sorder
validatesthe workhis
educationtaskforcehas

done andalso notedthe
plaintiffschool districts
"havefailedtofully
comply" with thecourt.
"ReformingSouth

Carolina'seducation
systemrequiresmore
thanlegislativeaction,

andeveryinterested
partymustworktogeth­
er toimproveevery
child'saccesstoa21st
Centuryeducation."

JamieSelf: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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THESTATE Filephotograph

Four­year­oldsinaJasperCounty preschoolclasslisten toastory in2006. JasperCountyis one ofthe districts thathassuedthe state.
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Prisons canbuy
system to help locate
contrabandcellphones
The Department of Correc­

tions wasgiven approvalto
proceedwith a projecttobuy
and installasystemthat allows
correctional officers tofind
unauthorized cellphones within
the state's prisons.
Membersof the StateFiscal

Accountability Authorityap­
proved SCDC's $20,490request
tobegin the process ofinstalling
the system,which makes it
harder for inmates touse smug­
gled­in cellphones.
The agency hasstruggledto

control theflow of smuggled­in
cellphones for years. Agency
Director BryanStirling hassaid
the deviceswill bephasedin at
three stateprisons first.The
total costof the projectisesti­
mated at $1.4 million.
"It'sterrible when youallow

the inmates tohave this much
control," Gov. Nikki Haleysaid
insupport ofStirling's efforts.

­ CYNTHIA ROLDÁN
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Dems slow
to jumpinto
governor's
2018race
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com
As morethan ahalf­dozen

Republicans tosstheir names
into thespeculation about who
will runfor S.C. governor in
2018, the lineupof potential
Democratic candidates has been
slow totake shape.

StateRep. James Smith,D­
Richland –acombat veteranof
Afghanistan who weighed arun
in2010–isthe most hyped
potentialcandidate tobe the
next Democratic nomineefor
governor.

Butthis week, the Columbia
attorneysaidof his2018plans,
"It'snot somethingthat I think
about."
Democrats areslow tojump

SEEGOVERNOR,6A

Apowernomore
The fourthin aserieson the plight ofthe
once­powerful S.C. DemocraticParty.
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GOVERNOR
into therace foranumber
of reasons, theyand
others say.
Winning statewide has

proven tough–almost
impossible –for Demo­
crats. Also,some potential
candidates say theyare
waiting until afterthe
November presidential
electiontomake a deci­
sion.
If Democratic presi­

dential nomineeHillary
Clintoncan compete
against RepublicanDon­
ald Trump inGOP­dom­
inated SouthCarolina, it
couldmean S.C. votersare
readyfor Democratic
leadership, saidstateSen.
Marlon Kimpson, D­Char­
leston,addinghe seriously
is considering arun for
governor at therequest of
several confidants.
"IfTrump wins, you'll

have so much turmoil, so
much despair, peoplewill
bewilling tolook at differ­
entalternatives," said
former stateRep.Bakari
Sellers, whoalso is consid­
eringarunfor governor.
Otherssaywhathappens

inNovemberwillhavelittle
bearingonaDemocrat's
chancesofwinningthe
governor'soffice.
Despite having toraise

at least $6million while
facing six in10oddsof
losing, a S.C.Democrat
couldsee running for
governor aspreparation to
run foranother post,said
Democratic pollster Carey
Crantford ofColumbia.
"Tobeseenasaforce

statewide"couldhelpa
candidaterunfortheDem­
ocratic­majority6thDistrict
congressionalseat–ifand
whenlong­tenuredU.S.
Rep.JimClyburnofCo­
lumbialeavesoffice.
"Essentially, that's what

the congressional district
hasbecome: thestatewide
Democratic office," said
Crantford.

WEIGHING
COMPETITIVENESS
Kimpsonsaidhe is

weighing his family's
needs andwhether hecan
raise the$5million he
says hewould needto
compete forthe state's

highest office.
Havingwonaspecial

electiontotheS.C.Senate
in2013,Kimpsonhasbeen
avocaladvocateofgun
reform.Headdsheis"not
afraid"totalkaboutissues
­includingraisingthe
minimumwage­thatwill
energizetheDemocratic
base.
Sellers is keepingthe

optionof running open.
"It'snotsomethingI'm

saying'yes'to,butnot
somethingI'msaying'no'
to,"saidtheColumbia
attorney,whowasthe
Democraticnomineefor
lieutenantgovernorin
2014,aracehelost59­41
percent.
"Ihope that I can still

bringsome positivethings
tothe stateof SouthCar­
olinainterms of alead­
ership position," added
Sellers, aCNN commenta­
torand sonof aprominent
civil­rights figure.
S.C. Democratic Party

chairman Jaime Harrison
saidColumbia Mayor
Steve Benjamin,Florence
MayorStephen Wukela

andJohnston Mayor Ter­
rence Culbreath also are
among the Democratsto
watchin2018–for the
governor'soffice or in
other races.
WukelasaidTuesday he

hasnot given the gover­
nor's race much thought.
Askedwhy aCharleston

newspaper had cited him
as apotentialcontender
for theDemocratic nomi­
nation for governor,state
Sen. Gerald Malloy,D­
Darlington,saidaState
reporter was firsttomen­
tion it tohim,but hetoo
did notrule anything out.
Inablogpost,Demo­

craticconsultant Tyler
Jones saidstateSen. Brad
Hutto, an Orangeburg
attorneywho losttoRe­
publican U.S. Sen. Lindsey
Grahamin2014,and
formerS.C. Superintend­
entof EducationInez
Tenenbaum, who losta
race for U.S. Senate
against RepublicanJim
DeMint, alsowould be
strong candidates ifthey
decided torun.
Tenenbaum saidit was
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nice tobementioned. But,
sheadded, "I'mnot run­
ning forgovernor."

LONGON THE BENCH
Smithsaid hegavearun

for governor seriouscon­
siderationin2010,after
returning fromAfghan­
istanin 2008. Buthe de­
cided not torun.
"Itwasjusttooearlyand

toosoontomakethedeci­
sion(in2010),havingbeen
gonesomuch,andtoask
thatmuchofmyfamily

andmyself,"Smithsaid.
Instead,Smith'sclose

friendandlegislativeally,
stateSen.VincentSheheen,
wontheDemocraticnomi­
nationin2010butlostthe
generalelectiontoNikki
Haley,thenalittle­known
staterepresentativefrom
Lexington.In2014,Haley
beatSheheenagain­bya
widermargin.
Political observers have

saidSmith's military ser­
vice couldappealtomod­
erate Republicans ina

pro­militarystate.
Smithsays hehas been

working hard athis law
practice andonlegislative
matters.
He also hasbeen help­

ingother Democrats. He
is treasurerof FranPer­
son's effort tounseat Re­
publican U.S. Rep.Mick
Mulvaney inthe5th Dis­
trictcongressional race.
"It won'tbelongbefore

SouthCarolina is electing
Democrats allacross,
statewide onaregular
basis,"Smith said.

"Thequestion is: When
doesthat happen? Is it
2018or is it four years
fromthere?"
Askedwhether hewill

help providean answer to
that question, Smith was
noncommittal.
"There willbe timeto

really considerthe gover­
nor's race after this elec­
tion isover."

JamieSelf: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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Goodbourbon starts with
best wood, says barrelmaker
New Bamberg County

business willmake30,000
oakbarrelsayear, targeting
Southeastern distilleries.
BY RODDIE BURRIS
rburris@thestate.com
SouthCarolina will crack

the sealWednesday onthe
onlybarrel maker inthe state
when Black WaterBarrels cuts
the ribbon foraplant ata
20,000­square­feetformer
Chevrolet dealership inBam­
berg County.
The businesswill manu­

facture barrelsfrom top­grade
American whiteoak primarily
for use inthebourbon indust­
ry,though ownerGregPierce

saidhealso will targetwiner­
ies andbreweries.
Black Water

Barrels is a$4
million ven­
turethat will
employ 21
workersto
start, with
plansto churn
out30,000
oak barrelsa
year with 60­gallon, 53­gallon

and30­galloncapacities.The
plant,located on MainHigh­
way inthetown of Bamberg,
will alsofeature aretail center
whereBlack WaterBarrel gear
will besold.
Tours will alsobe offered

for visitorstowatch theoak
barrels beingmade, Pierce
said.
"Theclosest plant youcan

actually seethat being done in
right nowis aJack Daniels

plant inLynchburg, Tennes­
see, andyou candothat here
inourfacility. We'retrying to
driveas muchtraffic through
hereas wecan offthe high­
ways," Piercesaid.
Bamberg, aruralcounty

southof Columbiawith less
than16,000 residents, isthe
state's fourthleast populated

SEEBARREL,7A
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county. Earlierthis year,
it had thestate's highest
unemployment rate at
10percent.
Pierce, aColumbia

native, saidhechose
Bamberg because it was
listed bythe stateasa
TierIV economic devel­
opment community,mak­
ingbusinesses eligiblefor
incentives forjob creation
and product develop­
ment. He also likesthe
residentsthere. Tier IV
counties aregenerally
described as being the
least developed inthe
state.
Zeigler Chevrolet, the

town'sonly new cardea­
lership, closed its doorsin
2014,after surviving 40
years asafamily­owned
business.
Gov. Nikki Haley,a

Bamberg native, andS.C.
Commerce Secretary
BobbyHitt are expected

toattendthe opening.
Piercesaid heplansto

target distilleries through­
out theSoutheast for his
barrels. He saidhisloca­
tion inSouthCarolina
will allow him toship oak
barrels tobusinessesin
the Southeast lessexpen­
sively thanmanufacturers
inMissouri, wherehe
saidmost businesses
make their purchases.
Shipping costs canadd

about $25to thecost of
an oak barrel, Piercesaid.
Cooperages,or barrel
makers, inKentuckyand
elsewhere alsohave un­
ionworkforces, hesaid.
"We have alotof com­
petitive advantages
here," whichalso include
the state's shipping port
at Charleston andabun­
dant rail service,he said.
Oakbarrels arein

greaterdemand, Pierce
said, andheis talking
with international clients

who areseekingthe prod­
ucts, hesaid.Within 18
months of opening,
Pierce saidhehopes to
ramp up production to
50,000oakbarrels. But
the barrelswill bemade
only afterthe oak ages
oneyear inawarehouse
inBarnwell.
Pierce spent25 yearsin

the spirits industryin
variousroles throughout
the country,and people
frequently askedhim
where theymight acquire
more oakbarrels, he said.
Oakbarrels arere­

quiredby federal lawto
beused todistill liquors
suchas bourbon.And
bourbon mustage slowly
over timeto besuccess­
ful,he said.Whiteoak is
imperviousto liquidsand
hasbeen the choicefor
ages toproduce barrels,
casks, fine furnitureand
more.
Columbia isforging a

smalldistillery presence,
and those arethe typesof
businesses Piercemight
seek toalignwith. Pierce
saidhehas broughtintop
professional barrel mak­
ers totrain hisworkforce.
"We have thousands

and thousandsof dollars
worthof product that has

tosit inthese barrels for
years,so the choice ofa
barrel isvery important."
Copper HorseDistill­

ery,located intheVista
onHuger Street,hasbeen
inbusiness inColumbia
for four years. The com­
pany beganmanufactur­
ingliquors in2013and
started selling themin
2014. But, Copper Horse
hassold nobourbon.That
will change, ownerRich­
ardBaker said.
"Ittakesyearsofaging

tomakeareallyniceprod­
uct,"Bakersaid."That's
whychoosingabarrelisso
important,becauseit's
goingtositintherefor
years.Youwanttomake
surethatthatproductfor
thetimeinvestment
comesoutadecentprod­
uctontheotherend."
Whiteoak hasbeen

used extensivelyfor ship
timbers, barrels and
casks.Pierce saidhegets
his Americanwhite oak
fromIndiana, Missouri,
NorthCarolina andTen­
nessee.
CopperHorseusesa

53­gallonbarrelanda
30­gallonmadeofAmer­
icanwhiteoakfromLouis­
ville,Kentucky,andMin­
nesota.TheLouisville
cooperageCopperHorse
purchasesitsbarrelsfrom
getitswhiteoakinMis­
souri,Bakersaid,whilethe
Minnesotacooperageuses
awhiteoakgrowninThe
GopherState.
Atthe appropriate time,

Baker saidhe'dbeopen
tolooking at thequality
of Black WaterBarrels.
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frequently askedhim
where theymight acquire
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Oakbarrels arere­
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ful,he said.Whiteoak is
imperviousto liquidsand
hasbeen the choicefor
ages toproduce barrels,
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more.
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ardBaker said.
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uctontheotherend."
Whiteoak hasbeen

used extensivelyfor ship
timbers, barrels and
casks.Pierce saidhegets
his Americanwhite oak
fromIndiana, Missouri,

NorthCarolina andTen­
nessee.
CopperHorseusesa

53­gallonbarrelanda
30­gallonmadeofAmer­
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Fuelisstillflowingwell
to SCpumps,Haleysays
BYJANE MOONDAIL
jdail@thestate.com

Gov. Nikki Haley said
Tuesday that despite a
fuel pipeline leakinAlaba­
ma that has affectedsev­
eral statesinthe South­
east, SouthCarolina is
getting a regularsupply of
gas.
Haley saidshe hada

conference call with sup­
pliers andreportedthat
fuel is cominginas it
always has.Haley asked
South Carolinamotorists
topurchase gas asnormal
tokeep the supply regular.
"The panic that isset­

ting inis nothelping the
situation, because that's
causingthem tosell gasat
a faster pacethanthey
would normally sell it,"
she said.
Colonial Pipeline report­

ed it created atemporary
bypass Tuesday after a
leakwas discovered
Sept.9inthepipeline near
Birmingham, Ala.
The pipeline supplies

much ofthe EastCoast
with fuel fromrefineries
inTexas andLouisiana,
according toAAA Car­
olinas.
Colonial Pipelinewas

testing the bypass,which
is about 500 feet in
length, Tuesday afternoon
toensure its structural
integrity.
The company projects

the pipeline willrestart
Wednesday, thoughit will
take severaldays forthe
fuel deliverysupply to
return tonormal. "Some
markets servedbyColoni­
al Pipelinemay experi­
ence, or continue toexpe­
rience,intermittent ser­
vice interruptions," the

companyreported.
Haley saidstateofficials

have notseen any price
gouging yet,though cus­
tomers mightsee an in­
crease ofup to30 cents
per gallonbecause of the
pipeline bypass.
Shesaidsome citiesthat

borderNorthCarolina,
suchas FortMill and Lan­
caster, areseeing short­
agesbecause of North
Carolinians crossingthe
statelinetofind fuel.
Haley saidshehaseight

inspectors checking for
shortagesand keepingan
eyeon prices.
"Everybody hasgas

cominginand fuel asthey
needit,"she said."Ifit's
out, it'sjust adelay."
The averageprice for a

gallonof regulargas in
Columbiasat at about
$2.07 Tuesday afternoon,
thoughsomestations

reported prices aslow as
$1.81,according to
gasbuddy.com. Though
prices were upabout 6
cents compared with last
month's average, they
were stilldown about 8
cents compared with last
year's average.
The Colonial Pipeline

delivers morethan100
million gallons ofgasoline,
diesel, jet fuel,home heat­
ing oiland fuel forthe
military every day be­
tween Houstonand New
York City, according to
the company'swebsite.
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Needalate­night
ride homefroma
Blufftonbar? You
have anewoption
BY LUCASHIGH

lhigh@islandpacket.com
Late­night revelers in

Bluffton'sOld Town have
a new waytoget home ­
pedicabs.
Bluffton Town Council

voted unanimously Tues­
day tochange townreg­
ulationstoallow bike
taxisto operateuntil 2
a.m. Thursday, Friday
and Saturday nights.
The movecame just

weeks afteranew compa­
ny­the firstof its kindin
Bluffton ­began oper­
ating intown.
Bluffton BikeTaxi own­

er TreySnow celebrated
the council'sdecision,
sayingit will beamajor
boon for hisfledgling
company.
Under previous town

rules, Snow's drivers­
who firsthit thestreet in
Old Town earlier this
month ­had tostop
taking faresat 10p.m.
The new regulations

will "reallybeanice
changefor Bluffton Bike
Taxi," hesaid."We ap­
preciate all thehard work

with the town,andwe are
very happytohave these
changes."
WhenSnow recently

went tothetown in
search of abusiness li­
cense forthe new compa­
ny, townstaffers "recog­
nized (there were)some
shortcomingsto our
code," deputytown man­
ager ScottMarshall said
Tuesday.
Afterstudying how

pedicabs areregulated in
nearby cities suchas
Charleston andSavannah,
the new ruleswere draft­
ed, hesaid.
Marshall saidfor now

there will twolocations
alongOld Town's busy
Calhoun Streetthorough­
fare wherethe taxiscan
gather andpick upriders.
While there stillmay be

a fewkinksinthe pedicab
regulations tobeworked
out, town leaders ex­
pressed excitement about
the new wayto get
around the historic dis­

trict.
The pedicabs "are the

talk of thetown," Bluffton
MayorLisa Sulka said.

IN OTHERCOUNCIL
ACTION
Thecouncilvotedunani­

mouslytorequestthat
BeaufortCountyCouncil
consideranordinance
allowinggolfcartstooper­
ateatnightprovidedthey
haveproperlighting.
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley

recentlysigned a bill
allowing properly
equipped golf cartstobe
driven after dark,but
Beaufort Countyleaders
must approve theconcept
beforeBluffton cart driv­
ers canhit the streets
after dark.
Port Royalis consid­

eringasimilarrequest
and theCountyCouncil is
expected tobegin consid­
eringthe issue next
month, Marshallsaid.

Lucas High: 843­706­8128,
@IPBG_Lucas
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SOUTHCAROLINA

Prisons get OKtocrackdown oncellphones
BY MEGKINNARD

Associated Press
COLUMBIA
SouthCarolina's prisons

agency gotapproval Tues­
day tostart implementing
technologythat can catch
prisoners inthe actwhen
they trytouse illegal pri­
soncellphones.
It's notthe cellsignal

jamming that the Depart­
ment of Corrections has
been seeking touse. But
Corrections Director
BryanStirling said Tues­
day that being ableto
track downsmuggled
cellphones when they're
turnedon behind barsis a
stepinthe rightdirection.
Stirling said the more

than$20,000 approved
bythe StateFiscal Ac­
countability Authoritywill

fund engineeringcosts for
asophisticated system to
beused atahandfulof
prisons that house someof
the state's mostdangerous
inmates. And hesays his
agency already hasthe
remaining$1.3million
needed tofully fund it.
SouthCarolina hastried

for years tocrackdown on
the phones, thousandsof
which areconfiscated in
the state's prisons every
year,smuggled inside
hollowedout footballs,
whisked inbycorrupt
employees andsometimes
even dropped bydrone.
Stirling said smuggled

phones are"one ofthe
most dangerousprob­

lems" hefaces,giving
inmates an unmonitored,
unfettered meansof con­
tinuing their crimesand
even perpetrating vio­
lence. ASouth Carolina
Corrections officernearly
died ina2010 shooting
outside his home that
authorities said was
plannedby an inmate
using asmuggledphone.
Guards havetried old­

fashionedsearches, metal
detectors,even tech­sniff­
ingdogs tofindthem. The
agency saysthe Cell
Phone Interdiction System
approved Tuesday will be
abletopinpoint their use
toasingleinmate'scell.
Still, it'sastopgap mea­

sure–what the director

really wantsis permission
tojam cellsignals inthe
state's prisons altogether,
using transmitters that
render smuggledphones
into paperweights. He's
gotthe support ofGov.
Nikki Haley. Butthe cell­
phoneindustry stands in
the way, citingafederal
law passedin1934.
ThelawsaystheFederal

CommunicationsCommis­
sioncangrantpermission
tojampublicairwavesonly
tofederalagencies,not
stateorlocalones.The
industrystronglyopposes
localizedjammingtech­
nology,outofconcernthat
itcouldsetaprecedent
leadingtomuchwidergaps
intheirnetworks.
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Letter: No
TRU waste
shipments
through
July 2017
BY THOMAS GARDINER
tgardiner@aikenstandard.com
A letter entered this week into the

??????????????????????????????????????
federal case indicates the U.S. Depart­
????????????????????????????????????????
transuranic waste out of South Carolina
??????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????­

cords by the South Carolina counsel in
????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????
counsel points to a declaration submitted
???????????????????????????????????????­
tial pathway out of the Palmetto State for
???????????????????????????????????????

???????????????????????????????????????
Isolation Pilot Plant, or WIPP, in New
????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????­

active material contaminated with heavi­
er elements, or those with higher atomic
numbers, than uranium, including plu­
?????????????????????????????????????
entered into court records by the South
Carolina counsel in its case against the
??????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????

??????????????????????????????????????­

ment failed to meet a series of deadlines
?????????????????????????????????????
was supposed to have construction on
??????????????????????????????????????
remove 1 metric ton of plutonium from
???????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????
????????
Please see LETTER, ?????????

LETTER
CONTINUED from 1A

Figures vary on the comple­
tion percentage of the mono­
lithic facility at the Savannah
River Site, designed to process
weapons­grade plutonium into
fuel for electricity producing
commercial nuclear reactors.
The Nation Nuclear Security
Administration, the branch of
the DOE responsible for MOX
oversight, has said the facility
is between 20 and 30 percent
complete.
WIPP is an underground

repository for nuclear waste,
located near Carlsbad, New
Mexico.
According to multiple presen­

tations made to the Savannah
River Site Citizen's Advisory
Board, WIPP is in a salt basin
facility that will allow time
to encapsulate and seal in the
nuclear material for long­term
disposal.
WIPP operations were shut

????????????????????????????­
??????????????????????????????
have been working toward an
operational reopening which
was expected in late 2016,
although the facility remains
closed to shipments.
In an email statement, Gov.

Nikki Haley's press secretary
Chaney Adams said, "This is

just another example of how the
DOE says one thing and does
another. As long as WIPP is not
accepting shipments, this dan­
gerous material remains at SRS.
We have been clear: South Caro­
lina will not be a permanent
dumping ground for nuclear
waste. We are hopeful the court
takes this new information seri­
ously as it moves towards a deci­
sion in this case."
The case was heard in federal

court in late June, but a deci­
sion in the case has not been
published.
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Domestic violence still issue,
despite S.C. drop in rankings
State falls to No. 5 for rate
of women murdered by men
BY TRIPP GIRARDEAU

tgirardeau@aikenstandard.com
A new report shows domestic violence issues in

South Carolina may no longer be worst of the worst,
but Aiken County appears to still be suffering.
????????????????????????????????????????????????

Center in Washington, D.C., shows the state is no
longer No. 1 in the nation for the rate of women
murdered by men.

????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????­

??????????????????????????????????????????????????
Assist Abused Person in Aiken. "We have dropped
a few ranks, but honestly, we still have so much
?????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????

Policy Center has released a study titled "When
Men Murder Women," and every year South Caro­

four times, including last year.
??????????????????????????????????????????????

????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????­

??????????????????????????????????????????????????????
"Domestic violence is a really bad problem here

?????????????????????????????????????????????????
many homicides as some other places, but we do
see a lot of abuse victims."
???????????????????????????????????????????????

temporary shelter, counseling and assistance to
?????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????
education to the general public.
Seldon said the center has seen a lot of clients

over the last year, but she said the good news is
that those abused persons are seeking help, which
?????????????????
Please see VIOLENCE, ?????????

VIOLENCE
CONTINUED from 1A
"I think domestic violence is

always going to be a problem
until we tackle it head on," said
Lt. Karl Odenthal, with the Aik­
en Department of Public Safety.
"Our agency has been trying to
take proactive steps to combat
the issue."
Lt. Ben Harm, with Aiken

Public Safety, said he recently
applied for a domestic violence
investigator grant, which would
allow the agency to invest in
a specialist investigator who
would focus strictly on domestic

violence cases.
"Anytime we have a domestic

violence situation, it's a serious
problem," Harm said. "I think
the fact that the state is no longer
No. 1 for rate of women mur­
dered by men is a good thing;
but at the same time, we're still
????????????????????????????????
great. I'd much rather see South
???????????????????????????????­
cation."
Gov. Nikki Haley signed a do­

mestic violence bill into law on
June 4, 2015, which increased

penalties for repeat domestic
violence offenders based on the
severity of the attack, the num­
ber of prior offenses and other
factors, such as whether the vic­
tim was strangled, is pregnant
or was abused with children
nearby. The bill also imposed
a lifetime gun ban on the worst
abusers and an automatic three­
or 10­year ban in other cases.
"I think the state has made

some great strides to try and
combat this problem that we've
had for a long time," Harm said.

The Violence Policy Center's
annual report was done using
2014 data, which is the most
recent year information is avail­
able, the release states.
The study covers homicides

involving one female murder
victim and one male offender,
and uses data from the Federal
Bureau of Investigation's Sup­
plementary Homicide Report.
The study found that nation­

wide, 93 percent of women
killed by men were murdered by
someone they knew and that the
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most common weapon used was
a gun, according to the release.
"Women are almost always

killed by someone they know,
and the majority are victims of
domestic homicide. Local, state,
and national policymakers must
make preventing domestic vio­

lence a priority," said Violence
Policy Center Legislative Direc­
tor Kristen Rand in the release.
"Guns in the hands of abusers
can escalate domestic violence
to homicide in the blink of an
eye. Removing guns from a
domestic violence situation is

crucial."

Tripp Girardeau is the crime
and courts reporter with the
Aiken Standard. Follow him on
Twitter at @trippgirardeau.
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S.C.'sGov. Haley issues
executiveorder
regardinggas supplies
The Associated Press
SouthCarolina Gov. Nikki

Haley hasissued another
executive order tomake it
easier tokeep gasolinesup­
plies flowingto thestate
following apipeline spillin
Alabama.
The order declaresthat an

emergencyexists and
waives somefederal weight,
size andlength limitations
allowing larger trucks onthe
roadtohaul fuel. The order
also extendsoneissued last
weekwaiving limitson the
number ofhours that com­
mercial driverscan bebe­
hindthe wheel.
A spokesman forAAA

saysthe automobile club
expectsgas pricestocontin­
ue inchingupward asrepairs
aremade toapipeline that
ruptured inAlabama,lead­
ingtoscattered gasshort­
agesacross the South.
AAAspokesman Garrett

Townsend saidMonday that
theorganization expectsgas
pricesto keeprising while
theColonial Pipeline isat
lessthan fullcapacity. The
spillwasfirst detectedSept.

9.The leakof morethan
252,000 gallonsof gas in
Alabama hasled togas
shortagesinseveral south­
ern states.
South Carolinagas sta­

tions that maybeaffected
are largely inthe northwest
part ofthe statealong the
Interstate 85corridor.
The executive director of

the S.C. PetroleumCouncil,
Bonnie Loomis, sayslarge
sections ofthe restof the
state get gasbrought into
Charleston ontanker ships.
As of Monday,the pipeline
company was increasing
truck shipments togasoline
terminals inthenorthwest
part ofthe state.
Loomis says independent

stations whobuy gason the
spot market,as opposedto
national retailers whohave
long­term contracts, could
be affectedfirst.She said
motorists should buygas as
they normally doand not
keep topping offtheir tanks.
Topping off putsastresson
supplies and couldcontrib­
ute toshortages.
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