
Reports: Gowdy
in running for
attorney general
AMANDA COYNE

THE GREENVILLE NEWS
Twenty years ago, U.S. Rep. Trey

Gowdy was a federal prosecutor shar­
ing a desk in a windowless basement of­
fice. Today, he could be under consider­
ation for the position of U.S. attorney
general.
Gowdy, who currently represents

most of Greenville and Spartanburg
counties in the U.S. House of Repre­
sentatives, is on President­elect Don­
ald Trump's short list for the country's
top prosecutor, according to multiple
reports.

Others thought to be under consider­
ation include Florida Attorney General
Pam Bondi and Alabama Sen. Jeff Ses­
sions. Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster, a for­
mer S.C. attorney general, has said he is
also being considered for the position.
Gowdy is currently focused on his

work in the House, said press secretary
Amanda Gonzalez. The Republican
caucus, of which Gowdy is a member,
will soon begin doling out committee
chairmanships and assignments for
the coming legislative session. The
Spartanburg Republican was just re­
elected to his fourth term in Congress.
Gowdy shot to national notoriety in

recent years for his questioning of for­
mer Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
about terrorist attacks on an American
diplomatic compound in Benghazi, Lib­
ya, where his experience as a prosecu­
tor shone through. Gowdy was a feder­
al prosecutor with the U.S. Attorney for
the District of South Carolina for six

years, followed by 10 years as the 7th
Circuit Solicitor in Spartanburg Coun­
ty.

Gowdy took on a wide range of cases
in those years in the courtroom. While
with the U.S. Attorney's office, Gowdy
prosecuted federal narcotics, child por­
nography and robbery cases, including
that of convicted robber and carjacker
J. Mark Allen, who was featured on the
TV program "America's Most Wanted."
As solicitor, Gowdy expanded the cir­
cuit's drug court and created a Violence
Against Women Task Force and Crimi­
nal Domestic Violence court.
Greenville attorney Beattie Ash­

more shared that desk in the basement
office with Gowdy when they were
both federal prosecutors. As specula­
tion swirled Thursday, Ashmore
praised his former colleague as "one of
the most talented prosecutors I've ever
worked with."
"He's a very hard worker. You can

see his command of the facts during the
Benghazi hearings. He's fair, he's hard
working, he's very smart," Ashmore
said. "He's one haircut away from a per­
fect candidate for the attorney general
spot."

Gowdy is one of three South Caroli­
na politicians reportedly under consid­
eration for a position within the Trump
Administration. Lt. Gov. Henry
McMaster told the Post and Courier
Wednesday that he was being consid­

ered for attorney general and that Gov.
Nikki Haley is being considered for
multiple cabinet positions, including
secretary of state. Haley met with
Trump on Thursday, but little informa­
tion about that meeting has been re­
leased by representatives for Trump or
Haley.

David Woodard, a Clemson political
science professor and longtime Repub­
lican political consultant, said of the
three Palmetto State politicians being
discussed, Gowdy has the "best re­
sume" for a cabinet position.

"If you wanted somebody who could
prosecute, it seems to me that Trey has
a great resume and a lot of credibility
as the chair of the Benghazi commit­
tee," said Woodard, who has worked
with Gowdy in the past.
Ashmore said he did not know any

more about Gowdy's potential for the
role than what had already been report­
ed in the media. but that Gowdy's work
through the years had put him in a
strong position.
"Trey is a humble, modest guy. Did

he sit around the office and say 'I want
to be attorney general of the United
States?' No," Ashmore said. "But he has
continued to work hard and evolve and
place himself into contention. That's
just from good, honest hard work over
the years. That's from hard work as a
prosecutor, solicitor and as a congress­
man."
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Trump could shake up SC
A Haley appointment would help McMaster
AMANDA COYNE
THE GREENVILLE NEWS

The appointment of Gov. Nik­
ki Haley or another South Caro­
lina politician to President­elect
Donald Trump's Cabinet could
have a serious impact on the
state.
Haley met Thursday with

Trump in New York. The gover­
nor's office did not say what the
pair discussed, but Lt. Gov. Hen­
ry McMaster has said Haley is
under consideration for multi­
ple Cabinet positions, including
secretary of state.

If Haley were to join the
Trump Administration, McMas­
ter would assume the governor­
ship, a position he has publicly
considered running for in 2018.
That could mean an advanta­
geous position for McMaster,
giving him experience with the
job before campaigning begins.
Two candidates ­ House Speak­
er Pro Tempore Tommy Pope
and former Lt. Gov. Yancey
McGill ­ have already publicly
stated their intention to run for
the Republican gubernatorial

nomination, and multiple others
are openly entertaining the idea.
"If he were to do this, he

would have two years of experi­
ence," said David Woodard, a
Clemson University political
science professor and Republi­
can political consultant. "But ex­
perience has never been a prob­
lem for Henry because he has a
lot of it. He would be at an advan­
tage when it comes to time and
money."

See HALEY, Page 4A

Haley
Continued from Page 3A
McMaster is a former state

attorney general and state Re­
publican Party chairman. He
was also an early endorser of
Trump, supporting him during
the crucial South Carolina pri­
mary. He has remained close
with Trump throughout the
campaign.

Wednesday, he told the Post
and Courier that he is also un­
der consideration for U.S. at­
torney general.

If McMaster is selected for
a Cabinet position and Haley is
not, Senate President Pro Tem­
pore Hugh Leatherman would
become lieutenant governor. If
both Haley and McMaster join
the Trump administration, the
85­year­old state senator
would become governor, ac­
cording to South Carolina's gu­
bernatorial line of succession.
Leatherman was unavail­

able for comment Thursday,
but state Senate spokesman
Michael Ulmer said there
were too many hypotheticals
to speculate about Leatherman
assuming the governorship.

If any South Carolina politi­
cian takes a cabinet position,
the state stands to benefit,
Woodard said.
"It raises the visibility and

importance of South Carolina
and raises the importance of

the primary most especially,"
Woodard said. "We really ben­
efit if that happens."
State Republican Party

Chairman Matt Moore also
said a South Carolina presence
in Trump's cabinet would be
good for the state, increasing
the potential for investment
and economic development op­
portunities.
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GOP Gov. Nikki Haley is being
considered for Cabinet positions.
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POLITICS

Trump team
explores
hiring
son­inlaw
BY JULIEHIRSCHFELDDAVIS
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN

New YorkTimes
WASHINGTON

Jared Kushner, theson­in­law
of President­electDonald
Trump,has consultedwith law­
yers aboutthe possibilityof
joining the new administration,
a movethat couldrunafoul of
federal nepotism lawsand
would allbut certainlyinvite
legal challenges.
Kushner, 35,hadbeen plan­

ning toreturntohis private
businesses after
Election Day. But
onthe morning
after Trump won,
hebegan dis­
cussingarole in
the WhiteHouse,
accordingto two
people briefed on
his discussions,

who requestedanonymity to
describe histhinking.

Trump isurging him tojoin,
accordingtoone ofthe people
briefed,asentiment shared by
Stephen K.Bannon, the chief
strategistfor the WhiteHouse,
and ReincePriebus,who was
named chief ofstaff.
Kushnerhas consultedwith at

least onelawyer andbelieves
that byforgoing a salaryand
putting hisinvestment fund,his
real estateholdings andhis
newspaper, The NewYork Ob­
server,into a blindtrust,he
would notbe boundby federal
nepotism rules,according toone
of thepeople briefed.
Still, it isnot clearthat such

an arrangement wouldbe legal.
Under federal statute,the presi­
dent cannot acceptvoluntary
servicesthat arenot permitted
bylaw,and aseparate statute

bars publicofficialsfrom em­
ploying familymembers inany
capacity.
Talking toRomney: CNN re­
portedlate Thursdaythat
Trump will meetthis weekend
with oneof hisfiercest critics:
2012 Republican nomineeMitt
Romney,adiscussion that could
include theposition ofsecretary
of state.
Offerto Flynn:Trump offered
former militaryintelligence
chief MichaelFlynn the jobof
nationalsecurityadviser ashe
began tobuildout hisnational
securityteam Thursday,accord­
ingtoaseniorTrump official.
Flynn,who servedas the

director ofthe DefenseIntelli­

SEE TRANSITION,7A

FROM PAGE1A

TRANSITION
gence Agency,has advised
Trump onnationalsecuri­
ty issuesfor months.As
nationalsecurityadviser,
hewould work inthe
WhiteHouse andhave
frequentaccess tothe
president. The postdoes

not requireSenate confir­
mation.
The official wouldn't

say whetherFlynn had
accepted thejob, accord­
ingtoThe Associated
Press.
Meeting withhead of
state:Trump's transition

pivoted onThursday,
trying toleavebehind the
disarrayof itsfirstweek
for an acceleratedsched­
ule ofofficial meetings,
includingTrump'sfirst
face­to­facemeetingwith
aworld leader, Prime
MinisterShinzo Abeof

Japan. Thatmeetingwas
scheduledfor late Thurs­
day.
Trump'saides have

dismissedreports that the
transition wasinflux.
Theysaidthat the news
mediaand disgruntled
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people werestoking nega­
tive accounts,and that the
wholesale shake­upof the
transition leadershipranks
–includingthe ouster of
Gov.Chris Christieof
New Jersey–reflected a
driveby VicePresident­
electMike Pence toridthe
operationof lobbyists.
Whomight be in:Trump,
who hascontinuedto
work outof hisoffice in
Trump Tower,wassched­
uledto receiveastream of
visitors onThursday,in­
cluding HenryA. Kiss­
inger, aformer secretary
of state; Gov.NikkiR.
Haley ofSouth Carolina,
who hasemerged asa
candidate for secretaryof
state; Adm. MichaelS.
Rogers,director of the
National SecurityAgency
andthe top officerat the
military'sCyber Com­
mand; andGen. Jack
Keane,aformervicechief
of staffof theArmy who
hasbeen alongtime in­
formaladviserto Hillary

Clinton.
Someof these visitors,

like Haley,are candidates
for Cabinetposts. Others,
like Kissinger,werein­
vitedto givethe president­
electcounsel. During
Trump'smeetingwith
Kissinger,who led the
StateDepartment under
PresidentsRichard Nixon
andGerald Ford,the two
discussed relations with
China, Russia,Iranand
the EuropeanUnion,The
Associated Press reported.
Keane,who hasadvised

Republicans aswell as
Democrats,was an early
proponentof President
GeorgeW. Bush'stroop
surgeinIraq. He has
called formore aggressive
U.S. military actionto
counter theIslamic State
inIraq andSyria.
Who's out: NewtGingrich
saidThursdayhe willnot
serve inthe Trumpadmin­
istrationinanyofficial
role,McClatchy reported.
The formerHouse

speaker andpresidential
candidate had beenmen­
tionedfrequently asa
potentialtop memberof
the new government,
possiblyas secretary of
defense, stateor health
and humanservices.
Buthe ended that spec­

ulation inan interview
with McClatchy."I will
not beinthe Cabinet,"
Gingrich, 73,said."Iin­
tend tobefocusedon
strategicplanning."
He didnot say whether

the decisionnot tobein
the new government was
his orTrump's.
Question marks:The
frenzy ofspeculation
aboutmarquee Cabinet
posts continued, with Rep.
MichaelMcCaul of Texas,
chairman of theHouse
Homeland SecurityCom­
mittee,seen as aleading
contenderto takeover the
Departmentof Homeland
Security.But Trump'sstaff
appeared tobeworking on
a moremethodicalsched­

ule of interviewingcandi­
dates.
Still, the confusionof

the firstfewdayshas left a
mark.The StateDepart­
ment, forexample,has
had norole inplanning for
Trump'smeetingwith
Abe.
RudyGiuliani, theform­

er NewYork Citymayor
who ison ashortlist for
secretary of state,is grap­
pling with questionsabout
his webofbusiness ties,
includingtoforeign states
like Qatar,andthe mil­
lions ofdollars hewas
paidfor speeches.
Sen.Jeff Sessions of

Alabama,who is being
consideredfor attorney
generalor defense secre­
tary, hasbeen criticized
for raciallytingedcom­
mentshemade asafeder­
al prosecutorinAlabama
decades ago. Thosecom­
mentshelpedcapsize his
nomination byPresident
Ronald Reagantobea
federal district judge.

Kushner
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ANDREW HARNIK AP

Vice President­electMikePence meets with House
MinorityLeader Nancy PelosionThursday.
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COMMUNITY GIANT

Daufuskie Island
losesastrong spirit
BY DAVIDLAUDERDALE

dlauderdale@islandpacket.com

Dave Huttonwas achild of
DaufuskieIsland.
He knew it all–driving golf

carts at age7, raftingthrough
freshwater wetlands,hikingout
tohummocks tocamp over­
night, diving offthe pilings at
the countydock, thetwo­room
schoolhouse onan island with
nobridgeand the6:30 a.m.
boat toHiltonHeadIsland for
highschool.
He also wasamanof Dau­

fuskie –standing 6feet8inches
andnorth of 400 pounds,with a
rumblingvoicefrom behind the
beard,abooming laughfrom
beneath thelong hair, andthe
laid­back, joviallifestyle with his
pickuptruck andDaisythe dog.
Whenislanders gatheredat

thecounty dock onThursday,
Oct.6, asHurricane Matthew
wasobviouslyheaded tohit
them,it was natural that Hutton
tookcharge.Everyone told
where they'd beandsaidthey'd
check oneach otherafterthe
storm.
They'd alreadymade national

newsby defyingthe governor's
evacuation order.She wasgoing
tosend aposse toget them, like
"Gunsmoke"by the sea.But
they werebranded the "Dau­
fuskie 100,"likerenegades, and
they laidlow.

Theyweren'treally rene­
gades, andHutton provedit.
He had beenelected tothe

DaufuskieIsland Council, which
triestobridgethe wideand
choppy watersbetweenislan­
dersthemselves, andbetween
Daufuskieand thecounty seat.
Whendawn brokeon Sat­

urday,Oct.8,word wasthat
everyonesurvived the hurri­
cane.But treeswere down
everywhere,and therewas no
electricity. Windswere stillstiff
when Hutton andcompany
started sawingtheir way outof
the mess.Theycut treesand
pushed themoutof the wayfor
the nextfourdays, 12 hoursa
day.
ThenHutton tookhis annual

huntingtrip with buddiesto
Montana.
And onNov. 4,Daufuskiewas

stillreeling fromthe hurricane
when it heard that Hutton
would notbecoming home.He
diedout there ofheart prob­
lems.He was only27.
Deborah Smith, afellow

memberof the DaufuskieIsland
Council, said,"Dave wasagiant
onDaufuskie, andit is impos­
sibletooverstate hisimportance
toourisland's community.Dave
didn't justlive onDaufuskie–

SEELAUDERDALE,7A
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LAUDERDALE
hewasDaufuskie."

'BYEXAMPLE'
Hutton cameby his

Daufuskiebona fides
naturally.
He'sone ofthree boys

borntoChris and Martha
Hutton,all raisedonDau­
fuskie. Chris wasachildof
Tybee Island whocame to
Daufuskieto buildthe
Melrosedock. Bud Bates
introduced him toMartha,
who hadcome south tobe
inafriend'sweddingand
neverleft. Herfriends
were sailingthe worldand
stopped onHiltonHead
becauseit's wherethey
ranout ofmoney. Chris
andMartha wouldsoon
havetheir ownwedding –
adock party at Harbour
Town.
Dave Huttonwas a

student ofCatherine
CampbellinDaufuskie's
little gradeschool.He
came alonglongafter Pat
Conroy madeit famous
with hisbook,"The Water
is Wide."He cameafter
teachersJim and Carol
Albertohad moved to
HiltonHeadbut was
warmlywelcomed byJim
Albertoas hishomeroom

teacherat HiltonHead
Island Middle School.
Hutton becamealine­

man forthe HiltonHead
Island High SchoolSea­
hawks, gettinghomefrom
school at9p.m.after
practices. He wonawrit­
ingawardinmiddle
school. Hewas oneof the
firstkidstohit a baseball
slap out ofCrossingsPark.
And at HiltonHeadHigh,
hewas elected Home­
coming King.
He was apeopleperson

but also independent.
Between acouple of stints
incollege, hetraveled
alonewith a backpack,
touring CostaRica bybus
or studying theMayan
ruins onthe YucatanPen­
insula.
As atoddler, he had

insistedhis mothergive
the changetocharity
whenever they gottoa
fast­food drive­thruwin­
dow.He learned about
public servicefromhis
father,afounderofthe
volunteerfire department.
"He led byexample,"

saidwriter RogerPinck­
neyXIof Daufuskie."I
neverheard him say abad
thing aboutanyone,and
onthis politicalisland

that's hard tosay."

'HISLAST GIFT'
Hutton liked toread

history but keptan eyeon
the future.
And when hewas elect­

ed tothe island council,
heread theentire plan­
ning documentadopted by
Beaufort County.
"He wasreally stepping

upon thecouncil,"said
islander WendyNelth­
orpe."He wasfair, and he
lovedDaufuskie. He cared
aboutthe island. Hewas a
valuable voicefor the
people ofthe historic dis­
trict."
Hisfather,who also

died young justtwoyears
ago,had helpedcreate
Daufuskie's community
preservation plan.Dave
Hutton shared the dream
that Daufuskie wouldnot
beruinedby futuredevel­
opment.
Everyone knew Dave

Hutton wasill last sum­
mer.
InJune, hefell offhis

backhoe. He thoughtsome
of that paincame froma
crackedrib, but it was
discovered tobemany
bloodclots onhis lungs,
his mothersaid.

In September,they
found an oldblood clot
nearhis heart. Hewas
going toget it tendedtoin
January.
AfteraweekinMonta­

na, heawokenot feeling
well. He dieden route toa
hospital, his mothersaid.
"He livedeverydaylike

it was hislast,"Martha
Hutton said."Hehad no
regrets."
Daufuskie Islanders

found solacetelling stories
aboutHutton onFace­
book.
Nelthorpe circulateda

photo shetookof him last
summer.He was teaching
a new generationof Dau­
fuskie kidsthe art ofdock
diving.
"He ramroddedthe

initial (hurricane)recov­
ery,his last gift tothe
island heloved,"Pinckney
wrote. "Hisspirit was
strong, but hisheart was
weak."

DavidLauderdale:
843­706­8115,
@ThatsLauderdale
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DEBORAH SMITH Submitted

Dave Hutton's truck with hisdogDaisyonboardwas afamiliarsight on DaufuskieIsland.

SC0148 Beaufort Gazette
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 11/18/2016

Daufuskie Island losesastrong spirit
BY DAVIDLAUDERDALE dlauderdale@islandpacket.com
124.0 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Beaufort, SC    Circulation: 11269

Page: 3

65006-11-18_1002.pdf

County: Beaufort



WENDY NELTHORPE Submitted

Dave Hutton isshownat thecountydock onDaufuskieIslandlast
summer, helpinganewgeneration refine theart of dock diving.
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Matthew's key
lessons:

Re­entryand
information

The EditorialBoard

Hurricane Matthewwas inmanyways agreatdry run
onwhat todo­and whatnot todo­whenahurricane
hits BeaufortCounty.
The good newsisthat everyone passedthe major

test.No lives were lostwhen theCategory 2hurricane
left significantdamage hereovernight onOct.7­8.
Clearly, webenefitedfrom decades ofdisaster and

recovery planningby localgovernments,property own­
ers'associations andutilities. But thiswas the firsttime
that alot ofthat planning hasactually been puttothe
test, andfrom that wecan learnalotfor next time.
From theoffice of Gov.Nikki Haleyto thelocal level,

we acedthe evacuation.It's beenalongtime sincewe
had toevacuate, andhard lessons learnedin1999 for
Hurricane Floydmade lifemuch betterfor everyone
this time.
Since thebeginnings ofemergency planninginthis

county,the focusinthe public'seyes hasbeen onevac­
uation. When, whereand howtoget out hasbeen ham­
mered intothe public,and rightfullyso. ForHurricane
Matthew, the publicand themany agencies involved
did agreatjob.
Wenowknow it helpedtoleaveearly. And that trans­

lates into moredaysaway fromhome,and moretime in
motels andrestaurants, meaningmore expense. The
public must get usedtothat, andmake personal and
businessplans accordingly.Thatis nowrequired asthe
coastlinehas boomedfrom ruraloutposttopopulation
center.
Matthewgave us somethingcompletely new tochew

on.Re­entrywas an issuefor thefirst time, andwehave
alot tolearn.
Start withcommunication. When thestate saysit's

cleartocome home, andthe countysays it is not,we
haveamajorproblem.
And the wholeissueof settingupblockades atthe

county lineneedstobe revisited.
But, weall must honestlyaccept that there willbeno

perfect,painless way forre­entry after ahurricane hits.
If thesheriff knowsthat residentsabsolutely cannot

get back onthe barrierislands, andshouldnot bere­
turning tomanyotherareas becausethey would over­
taxthe basic water andsewer services, whatis the sher­
ifftodo otherthanbethe badguy?
Again, there'sno perfectsolution. Somestreets were

being cleared literallyminutesbefore thepublic was
allowedback onto HiltonHead, forexample. And some
POAs urgedalater re­entry. Butthis hurricane,and
recenthistoryafter stormselsewhere, shows that peo­
ple will allbut riot toget backhome.Utilities,POAs
andlocal governments havetostrikeabalance,which
they seemedtohave done.Theyshould neverunder­
estimate the hurricane­likeforce ofapubliclined upon
the streetstoget home. Andthey must remember that a
lotof peoplecannot affordevacuations.
One keysolution totheangst is improvedcommuni­

cation.
Thiswas ourfirstFacebookhurricane, andit showed.

The generalpublic wasway outahead of manyauthori­
tiesinpumping out information­andoftenmisin­
formation­atthe speedof life.More onlineupdates
bymore agenciesis needed.
As weexamine today the thingsthat wentright and

things that couldbeimproved, weare overwhelmed by
how wellit worked andhow muchrecovery tookplace
insuchashortperiod oftime. Thatis the resultof years
of meticulousplanning,neighborshelpingneighbors,
strangers helping strangers,andlessons learned in
previous evacuations.
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WHATWORKED WELL

Matthewevacgets
highmarks,thanks
to lessonsfrom past
BY ERINHEFFERNAN

eheffernan@islandpacket.com

Hurricane evacuationsin
BeaufortCounty's past brought
trafficnightmares.
Driverstook morethanfour

hourstotravel the 35milesfrom
HiltonHeadIsland toHardee­
ville duringHurricaneHugo in
1989, The Island Packetreport­
ed. InHurricane Floydin 1999,
someevacuees werestuck more
thannine hoursgettingfrom
BeaufortCounty toColumbia.
Butthe evacuationfor Hurri­

caneMatthew wasdifferent.
Localtrafficwassolightbythe

mandatoryevacuationthatlane
reversalsplannedtofixthose
backupswerequicklyremoved.
Roadswerealreadyclear.
The operationreceived praise

fromexperts who saystate and
localleadersimproved onpast
problems clearing thecoast.
One ofthose experts is Susan

Cutter, directorof theHazards
andVulnerability Research
Institute at the Universityof
SouthCarolina. Cutterworked
onastudy offailures duringthe
state's HurricaneFloyd evac­

uation andis conductingasur­
vey onevacuationbehavior
duringMatthew.
"Without adoubt this was

handled much better,"Cutter
said.
Here's why:

EVACUATIONORDER WAS
EARLY ANDCLEAR
Gov.Nikki Haley announced

the evacuationonTuesday, Oct.
4,while HurricaneMatthewwas
stillmore than1,000miles and
fourdaysaway.
The Republican governor said

the earlyannouncement was,in
part, toavoidthe traffic
debaclesof HurricaneFloyd.
Then­Gov. Jim Hodges was

criticizedfor not makingthe call
soon enoughtoease trafficflow,
with trips takingas longas15
hourstoget from Charleston to
Columbia duringthe evacua­
tion,The Island Packetreported
at the time.
Hodges,aDemocrat,waited

until aboutadayand ahalf
beforeFloyd was predicted to
hit thestate tomake thecall,
andconfused residentsby first
calling for avoluntaryevac­
uation,only tochangethe order
toamandatoryevacuation
hourslater, accordingtoCut­
ter's study.
The sequencingof thecallled

amajority of 520,000­plus
evacueesinthe statetoleave
withinthe samesix­hour period
as motoristsfrom Floridaand
Georgiawere being funneled
north onSouthCarolina roads,
Cutter's study showed.
Betterweather­forecasting

technologyand moreeffective
planning contributedtoHaley's
ability tocallthe evacuation
much earlier,Cuttersaid.
Haley also tookadvantage of

anew evacuation zonesystem
that distinguishes higher­risk
areas sothe entire coastdoesn't

SEE EVACUATION, 18A

FROM PAGE1A

EVACUATION
evacuateat once.
The governor'sprocess

was staggered,allowing
heavilypopulated areas in
the southern partof the
state, suchas Charleston
andBeaufort counties,to
evacuatebefore more
inlandandnorthern areas.
Haley hasalso been

praised forher communi­

cationduringthe evac­
uation. On mostdays, she
held twonewsconfer­
ences,flankedby experts
fromessential depart­
ments.
"Gov. Haleydid agood

jobof calibrating the sit­
uation andproviding clear
andhonest information,"
saidstateSen.Tom Davis,

R­Beaufort,who servedas
achief of stafftoformer
Republican Gov.Mark
Sanford. "Ithinkit lent
hercredibility. Sheestab­
lished aconnection be­
tweenher andthe peo­
ple."

NEWTECHNOLOGY
Moderncommunication

toolsalso made theevac­
uation moreefficient.
Inthe Floyd evacuation,

alack of adaptability in
motorists'routes contrib­
uted togridlock, according
toCutter's study. For
example,drivers contin­
uedtotravel on U.S.17
alongSouth Carolina's
coast when therewere a
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number ofclear back
routes available.
The prevalence ofGPS

is a"game­changer"help­
ingsolve those problems,
Cuttersaid.The tech­
nology canguide drivers
tothe fastestalternative
routes,predict estimated
arrival timesand help
peopleplan when toevac­
uate.
Other appsandwebsites

also helpedinthe evac­
uation. Forexample,Ha­
ley recommended web­
sitessuchas Expediaand
Airbnb tohelp evacuees
findhotel rooms before
they left home,eliminat­
inganother layerof stress
for them.
Socialmedia also spread

the evacuationmessages
quickerthantraditional
mediacould inthepast,
convincing someresidents
toleaveafter they learned
fromtheir friends that
outgoing trafficwaslight,
saidBeaufort MayorBilly
Keyserling.

BETTERTRAFFIC
MANAGEMENT
Traffic managementfor

evacuationsis also much
betterthanit was in1999.
InSouth Carolina,the

large agenciesinvolved in
an evacuationregularly
practice evacuationdrills

andhave updatedplans to
curbproblems seen inpast
storms.
Forexample,the state

began usinglane reversals
inhigh­traffic areas and
blockedexits that are
known choke­pointsinthe
firstdaysof the evac­
uation,such asthe exit
fromInterstate 95onto
Interstate 26 toColumbia,
accordingtothe S.C. De­
partment ofTransporta­
tion.
InBeaufort County,

lane reversals were set up
for HurricaneMatthew on
U.S. 278on HiltonHead
Island andU.S. 21in
Beaufort, thoughlight
trafficmade themunnec­
essary.
"All theway throughthe

evacuationwe neverhad
toput lawenforcement in
intersections becausewe
justdidn't haveatraffic
problem,"Beaufort Coun­
ty SheriffP.J. Tannersaid.
Butsome, including

HiltonHeadIsland Town
Manager SteveRiley,
contendlane reversals are
stillgood tohaveat­the­
readyfor future storms.
"Ifit had been tourist

season, wewould have
needed the extralane,"
Rileysaid. "Becauseit was
not peakseason, it was a

smoother process thanwe
ever would've expected."
MOST LOCALSLEFT
EARLY
Most evacueesfrom

Beaufort Countyalso
helpedby obeyingoffi­
cials' callstoleaveearly.
Thereis notyet an esti­

matefor the number of
those who evacuated lo­
cally, but statewide traffic
counts showedabout
350,000 vehiclesevacuat­
ed the SouthCarolina
coast,accordingto the
S.C. Emergency Manage­
ment Division.
About 1.1million people

live onthe state'scoast in
total.
InBeaufort County,

trafficcounters show that
most localevacueesfol­
lowedofficials' adviceand
left early.
The busiesttimes for

people toevacuatewere
between7and 10 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct.4,andbe­
tween6and11a.m.
Wednesday,Oct.5,be­
fore the evacuationorder
went intoeffectOct.5at 3
p.m., accordingtocoun­
tersfrom thestate Depart­
ment of Transportation.
However, there were

someareas whereevac­
uation ratesconcerned
emergency management

officials, includingparts of
Bluffton andunincorpo­
rated northernBeaufort
County, Tannersaid.
"Idon't understand

those people that stayed,
and therewere morehere
thanIwould haveliked,"
saidBluffton MayorLisa
Sulka. "But wedid every­
thing wecouldtotell them
they needed toleave, that
they were puttingour
people atrisk."
On thebarrier islands –

the most at­risk areasin
the county–emergency
management officials
were generallypleased
with the evacuationrate.
On Fripp Island,for

example,law enforcement
knew of onlyfourpeople
left duringthe storm; and
onHiltonHead Island,
there appeared tobea
smallpercentage ofpeople
who stayed, Tannersaid.
Thatmight havehelped

the countyavoid themost
serious losses duringMat­
thew,Tanner said.
"No onediedas aresult

of this storm,"hesaid.
"With the amountof dam­
age wehad,that is amaz­
ing."

ErinHeffernan:
843­706­8142,
@IPBG_Erinh
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JAY KARR jkarr@islandpacket.com

An exuberant womanwavesfrom hertruck asshe returns to HiltonHead IslandonOct.11after the HurricaneMatthewevacuationended.
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DREWMARTIN Staff photo

S.C. DOTworkersclose an eastboundlane onU.S. 278using pylonsas the recentlycompleted BlufftonParkway flyoverloomsover thebarren
highway. Thepylons were partof the state'splanto reverse an eastboundlaneto easecongestion for those leavingHiltonHead Island.

During theHurricane Floyd evacuation onSept.14,1999, brothers Tyler,left,and Brock
McHenry, of Alliance, Ohio,playedfootballin themedianof William HiltonParkway.
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Big ideas for early childhood born in SC
JAMIE MOON
AND LINDA
BREES
GUEST
COLUMNISTS

The nation's
fastest grow­
ing and most

groundbreaking
early childhood
organization is
based in Green­
ville ­ and after
five years it's hav­
ing a major impact

for children and families in
South Carolina.
The Institute for Child Suc­

cess, or ICS, is helping shape
the dialogue across sectors
such as education, health and
tax policy for how best to se­
cure the future for America's
children.
With support from our

founding organizations, the
Children's Hospital of the
Greenville Health System and
the United Way of Greenville
County, ICS is involved in all
kinds of projects aimed at
serving children and families
better.
This is a major step for

South Carolina, a state we love
to call home but that often lags
most of the country in mea­
sures of education and chil­
dren's health. But we're final­
ly making some progress.
The most visible project

ICS has helped accomplish for
our state: convening a group
of leaders to build a $30 mil­
lion expansion of the proven
Nurse­Family Partnership
program, which provides
nurses to work with low­in­
come, first­time parents in
their homes in all but a hand­
ful of South Carolina's 46
counties. By using Pay for
Success, a public­private fi­
nancing strategy, Gov. Nikki
Haley's administration is
working with other state lead­

ers to help many vulnerable
families without breaking the
bank.
This year, our state reached

its highest national ranking on
the Annie E. Casey Founda­
tion's 2016 KIDS COUNT 50­
state report card on children's
well­being, up one spot to 41st
overall. We need to be ranked
higher, of course, but teen
births in our state have
dropped substantially, high
school dropout rates have
improved markedly, and more
children now have health in­
surance.
There's still much to do.

South Carolina ranked 43rd in
KIDS COUNT for education, a
majority of our young chil­
dren still aren't in preschool,
and child poverty is rising.
In that light, projects that

we're helping to lead, both in
the Upstate and across the
United States, are continuing
to make a difference for chil­
dren and families:

" ICS's new report, Head
Start in the South, examines this
federal program for children
across the region and guides
states and localities on how to
improve services for children
and families.

" The ICS Leadership for
America's Young Children pro­
gram is developing a new gen­
eration of thoughtful, cross­
sector leaders. In October, we
gathered with 30 leaders in
Charleston for the insightful
Race, Justice and the Young
Child leadership seminar.

" ICS is working with Spar­
tanburg leaders to help the city
become one of the best places
to raise a child, despite high
poverty in some neighborhoods.
We're working with the Spar­

tanburg Northside Initiative to
develop an early learning cen­
ter that will help to improve the
health and preparation for
school for hundreds of children.

" We published research
showing the economic impact
of pre­K programs in Los Ange­
les County as major program
cuts loomed.

" Back in the summer, we
convened the third annual na­
tional conference of states and
local governments using Pay
for Success to expand early
childhood services.

" We hosted the first Early
Learning Summit in Austin,
Texas, joining 13,000 others at
SXSWedu Conference & Festi­
val last year.

" ICS will host a first­of­its­
kind national ideas festival and
conference on early childhood
issues, called Small Talks, next
year in Washington, D.C. We'll
hold many local events in con­
junction with this innovative
national event.

" We published a report with
partner organizations examin­
ing the most recent national
data on Hispanic child pop­
ulation growth and its implica­
tions.
We also recently convened

nearly 300 leaders in Charlotte
for the fourth annual ICS
Early Childhood Research
Symposium. A federal health
official at the conference
called the Carolinas "the hub
of innovation" nationally for
early childhood work.
We couldn't agree more.
Linda Brees is the board

chair and a co­founder, and
Jamie Moon is the president and
CEO, of the Institute for Child
Success, a national nonprofit
organization based in Green­
ville.
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POLITICS

As parties lookto 2020 race,
isS.C.'s Tim Scott inthemix?
BY MATTHEWSCHOFIELD

mschofield@mcclatchydc.com

WASHINGTON

Thereare cloak­room
stylewhispersinWashing­
ton thesedaysthat South
Carolina Sen.TimScott is
being thoughtof as aRe­
publicanPlanBincase
the yet tobeformed
Trump administration
doesn't finditsfooting.
Scott'sofficedismisses

thetalkasidlechit­chat,
thoughadmitsthey'vebeen
hearingsuchquestions.But
it'snowbeenafullweek
sincethelastpresidential
electionended.Washing­
tonbeingWashington,it's
timetogettherumors
goingforthe2020election.
Thereareexpertsand
insiderswhothinkthisone
makesabitofsense.
"Thiswasan,um,unusu­

alelection,"saidJulian
Zelizer,anauthorand
publicaffairsexpertwho's
aprofessoratPrinceton

University."Itmakessense
thattherewouldbeaPlan
B,andonethatwouldbe
antitheticaltoPlanA.
"It'simportantto re­

member, though, that
PlanBisalways predi­
cated onthings that
haven'thappened, while
PlanAis stillineffect.
Right nowfor Repub­
licans,the realityis that
it's PlanTrump."
Ofcourse,the rumor

that Scottis preparing,
andbeing encouraged to
prepare, himself for the

presidency follows anoth­
er similarrumor: As Gov.
Nikki Haley isreaching
herterm­limit inthe state
capitolin2018, the junior
senator fromSouth Car­
olinacouldreturn tosnaf­
fleup theseat.
The rumor goes like

this: Senator Scottwill
returntoSouth Carolina
torun forgovernor in
2018.U.S. Rep. TreyGow­
dywill joinhim onthe
ticket ashis lieutenant
governor. Theywould be
expected towin,handily.

Then, ifneeded, Gov.
Scottwould launch apres­
idential bid fromaposi­
tion ofconsiderable
strengthin2020.
The thinking is that

there is areasonfor Scott
toconsider givingupthe
securityof the sixyears to
which hewas justelected
inthe U.S.Senate. That
reasongoes beyond the
notionfloated, that he's
always wantedto begov­
ernor.
Instead, thereason: He

needs executive experi­
ence tocompletethe per­
fectresume for apresi­
dential bid. Ask aboutthis
inthe hallsof Congress
these daysandpeople give
youknowing looksand
nods andrespond, "That's
what we'rehearing…"
Zelizersaidthat this

early inarumor season,
it's toughtoknowwhether
anything makes sense.
"But the demographic

issuesfacing theRepub­
lican Partythat were talk­
ed aboutfor this election
are real,"he said.The
nation's minoritypop­
ulationsare growing,he
pointed out, andRepub­
licans willneed someway
toappealtoabigger tent
at somepoint.

Sen. Tim
Scott, a
Republican
from South
Carolina, just
won an
electionto
keep his
current job in
the U.S.
Senate.
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BEAUFORT COUNTY

Storm cleanup
raises possibility
of taxincrease
Preliminary estimatesindicate theHurricaneMatthew recovery

effort willcost BeaufortCountyroughly$17.5million, butthat
figureis likelyto grow, officials say. Despite anexpectation that
FEMA will pickup some of thattab, county leadersanticipate
usingabout $10 million of thecounty'sroughly$26million
reserve fund topay forstorm cleanup.

BY LUCASHIGH

lhigh@islandpacket.com
Hurricane Matthewcleanup

costs areexpected totake abig
bite outof BeaufortCounty's
cash reserves andcouldulti­
mately leadto apropertytax
increase.
Preliminaryfiguresestimate

the recoveryeffort will cost the
county roughly$17.5million.
Butthat number is "very,

very estimated"andexpected
togrowsignificantly, county
chief financial officerAlicia
Hollandsaidearlier this week.
Debris removalmakes up the

majority ofthe cleanupcosts at
$10 million.
However, that figureincludes

onlypublic roads.Once thecost
of cleaninguproadways in
privateand gatedcommunities

­which the countyhas pledged
toassistin­istabulated,that
$10 million estimate islikely to
double, deputycounty adminis­
trator JoshGruber said.
Countyleaders estimate$3

million will bespent paying
public employeesfor storm­
related work,andanother $3
million will beneeded torepair
roughly65government struc­
tures andfacilitiesdamaged in
the hurricane.
Miscellaneous costs suchas

additional mosquito control
operationsand contingency
funds areestimated at $1.5
million.
The county hasspent more

than$100,000onextramos­
quitocontrol chemicals alone,
Hollandsaid.

Countyleaders expectat
least 75percentofthe cleanup
costs toeventually bereim­
bursedby theFederal Emer­
gency Management Agency.
The statecouldalso step in

andhelp with the balanceleft
after the FEMAreimbursement.
Thishappened after last year's
historic flooding inthe Mid­
lands.
Countyadministrator Gary

Kubichas suggestedthat the
CountyCouncil make aformal

SEE CLEANUP,8A

ComingSunday
In theaftermath of Hurricane
Matthew'sdestructionin
Beaufort County,we askedlocal

leaders andothers to weighin
on whatwent wellandwhat
could have gonebetter.Lessons
emerged thatmay better
prepareus forthe next
hurricane.
..................................................................

''THEREWILLBEA
DRAWDOWNONTHE
RESERVEFUND­
I'MGUESSINGABOUT
$10MILLIONORSO.
Beaufort County
CouncilmanJerryStewart

FROM PAGE 1A

CLEANUP
request toGov.Nikki
Haley "that the(county's)
localmatch besupple­
mented" with statefunds.
Buteveninthethebest­

casescenario,localleaders
expectthecountytobeleft
withasizabletab.
The county hasroughly

$26.6 million incash re­

serves that canbe usedfor
storm­recovery costs.
"There willbe adraw­

down onthe reserve fund
­I'm guessing about$10

million or so,"Council­
man JerryStewart said.
"As weget closer to

(developinganew fiscal
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year budget), weare going
tohavean issueabout
what todoinrespectto
the reserve fund,"he said.
"Are wegoing totryto

bring(the reserves) back
up?"he asked rhetorically.
Grubersaid it maybe

possibletoissuebonds to
replenish thereserves, but

that likely would leadto
property taxincreaseto
pay down the new debt.
To complicatematters

further, ifthe County
Council isespecially
proactiveand moves
quicklytoreplenish re­
serves,it could "give(the

state)maybe an outfrom
having tomake hard deci­
sions" aboutponying up
for the localmatch re­
quiredby FEMA,hesaid.
Regardless, county

leadersagree that replen­
ishingthe reserve is some­
thing that can'tbeignored
for long.That cash cush­

JAY KARR jkarr@islandpacket.com

Stormdebris continuesto pile up atthe HoneyHorncollection site. Beaufort Countyestimatesits cleanup costsat more than$17million.

ion mightbeneeded soon­
er rather thanlater.
"Starting aroundJune

next year,we aregoing to
beentering hurricane
season again,"Gruber
said.

Lucas High: 843­706­8128,
@IPBG_Lucas
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Sen. Scott already at
center of rumor mill
Potential 2018, 2020
campaigns the talk
MATTHEW SCHOFIELD
THE STATE

WASHINGTON ­ There are cloak­room
style whispers in Washington these days that
South Carolina Sen. Tim Scott is being
thought of as a Republican Plan B in case the
yet to be formed Trump administration
doesn't find its footing.
Scott's office dismisses the talk as idle

chit­chat, though admits they've been hear­
ing such questions. But it's now been a full
week since the last presidential election end­
ed. Washington being Washington, it's time to
get the rumors going for the 2020 election.
There are experts and insiders who think this
one makes a bit of sense.

"This was an, um, unusual election," said
Julian Zelizer, an author and public affairs
expert who's a professor at Princeton Uni­
versity. "It makes sense that there would be a
Plan B, and one that would be antithetical to
Plan A.

"It's important to remember, though, that
Plan B is always predicated on things that

haven't happened, while Plan A is still in ef­
fect. Right now for Republicans, the reality is
that it's Plan Trump."

Of course, the rumor that Scott is prepar­
ing, and being encouraged to prepare, him­
self for the presidency follows another simi­
lar rumor: As Gov. Nikki Haley is reaching
her term­limit in the state capitol in 2018, the
junior senator from South Carolina could re­
turn to snaffle up the seat.

The rumor goes like this: Senator Scott
will return to South Carolina to run for gover­
nor in 2018. U.S. Rep. Trey Gowdy will join
him on the ticket as his lieutenant governor.
They would be expected to win, handily.
Then, if needed, Gov. Scott would launch a
presidential bid from a position of consider­
able strength in 2020.

The thinking is that there is a reason for
Scott to consider giving up the security of the
six years to which he was just elected in the
U.S. Senate. That reason goes beyond the no­
tion floated, that he's always wanted to be

governor.
Instead, the reason: He needs executive

experience to complete the perfect resume
for a presidential bid. Ask about this in the

See SCOTT, Page 6A

"There are real
doubts about
whether the
Donald Trump
magic of 2016 is
repeatable."
SCOTT HUFFMON
WINTHROP POLL DIRECTOR

Scott
Continued from Page 3A

halls of Congress these days
and people give you know­
ing looks and nods and re­
spond, "That's what we're
hearing ..."
Zelizer said that this

early in a rumor season, it's
tough to know whether any­
thing makes sense.

"But the demographic is­
sues facing the Republican
Party that were talked
about for this election are
real," he said. The nation's
minority populations are
growing, he pointed out, and
Republicans will need some
way to appeal to a bigger

tent at some point.
In this sense, Winthrop

Poll Director Scott Huff­
mon said the Scott rumor
works in a connect­the­dots
sort of way. If the Trump ad­
ministration implodes, Re­
publicans are going to want
the sorts of things Scott
brings to the table.

He's African­American,
and the growing concerns
revolving around the racial
divide in the brutal cam­
paign appear to have re­
opened. He's conservative,
appealing to both tea party
and traditional Republi­
cans. He's extremely popu­
lar in a Southern state. And,

if he left the Senate to gov­
ern South Carolina, he
would have experience in
the two places that are most
likely to lead to the White
House.
"He's worth thinking

about," Huffmon said.
"There are real doubts
about whether the Donald
Trump magic of 2016 is re­
peatable. The party needs a
Plan B, and a popular­in­the­
South, African­American
conservative with experi­
ence both in the U.S. Senate
and executive experience
would be a very good plan
B."

On the other hand, Huff­

mon reminds that even if
Scott has presidential ambi­
tions, and there is no indica­
tion on that either way, he
has another factor in his fa­
vor. The senator is fairly
young. He's 51. That means
when the 2020 election rolls
around, he will be 55. If
Trump succeeds in claim­
ing a second term, the party
could look to Scott in 2024
knowing that he'd still be
only 59 when he entered the
White House.

As Huffmon said, time is
on his side.

As is his popularity in his
home state. In this just­
passed election, he collect­
ed six of every 10 votes,
Huffmon said. The main
challenger, Democrat
Thomas Dixon, collected
just shy of 38 percent of the
vote, and Huffmon said a
decent percent of those
were straight ballot votes
for Democrats.
"He's solid at 60 per­

cent," he said. "He's well
liked."
Huffmon added that if

the rumor about Scott run­
ning for governor is correct,
he would redefine the race.
"He would enter the race at
a substantial advantage
over anyone else I can think
of," he said.

On the lieutenant gover­
nor side of the rumor, in
which South Carolina Re­
publican congressman
Gowdy also leaves Wash­
ington, Gowdy's office em­
phasized his focus on cur­
rent congressional work.
Gowdy spokeswoman

Amanda Gonzalez said that
"Rep. Gowdy is currently
focused on continuing his
work in the House through
his various Committee as­
signments as well as a ro­
bust legislative agenda,
which begins immediately."
Gonzalez did say: "He

does believe Senator Scott is
a unique kind of leader and
he looks forward to seeing
what the future holds for
him."
Of course, for his part,

Scott is having none of this,
at least right now. He's just
completed a successful
campaign. He hasn't yet
served a single day of the
new term. He is in no mood
at the moment to kick off an­
other campaign cycle.

Asked for comment, Mi­
chele P. Exner, press secre­
tary for the senator, replied
in an email: "Absolutely no
decisions have been made
regarding the governor's
race. He is solely focused on
the first 100 days of the
Trump administration and
working to bring opportuni­
ty to all Americans."
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ANDREW HARNIK/AP

Sen. Tim Scott, R­S.C. just won an election to keep his current job in the U.S. Senate, but he's already being talked about for two new jobs.

ing a second term, the party
could look to Scott in 2024
knowing that he'd still be
only 59 when he entered the
White House.

As Huffmon said, time is
on his side.

As is his popularity in his
home state. In this just­
passed election, he collect­
ed six of every 10 votes,
Huffmon said. The main
challenger, Democrat
Thomas Dixon, collected
just shy of 38 percent of the
vote, and Huffmon said a
decent percent of those
were straight ballot votes

for Democrats.
"He's solid at 60 per­

cent," he said. "He's well
liked."
Huffmon added that if

the rumor about Scott run­
ning for governor is correct,
he would redefine the race.
"He would enter the race at
a substantial advantage
over anyone else I can think
of," he said.

On the lieutenant gover­
nor side of the rumor, in
which South Carolina Re­
publican congressman
Gowdy also leaves Wash­
ington, Gowdy's office em­

rent congressional work.
Gowdy spokeswoman

Amanda Gonzalez said that
"Rep. Gowdy is currently
focused on continuing his
work in the House through
his various Committee as­
signments as well as a ro­
bust legislative agenda,
which begins immediately."
Gonzalez did say: "He

does believe Senator Scott is
a unique kind of leader and
he looks forward to seeing
what the future holds for
him."
Of course, for his part,

Scott is having none of this,

at least right now. He's just
completed a successful
campaign. He hasn't yet
served a single day of the
new term. He is in no mood
at the moment to kick off an­
other campaign cycle.

Asked for comment, Mi­
chele P. Exner, press secre­
tary for the senator, replied
in an email: "Absolutely no
decisions have been made
regarding the governor's
race. He is solely focused on
the first 100 days of the
Trump administration and
working to bring opportuni­
ty to all Americans."

SC0148 Greenville News
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 11/19/2016

Sen. Scott already at center of rumor mill
MATTHEW SCHOFIELD THE STATE
101.21 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Greenville, SC    Circulation: 113473

Page: 2

61018-11-19_3003.pdf

County: Greenville


