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SC is one of only 4 donor states: “. Only four states (Texas, Michigan, Indiana and South 
Carolina) receive less than what they send, and that is only pennies less — from 2 cents to 5 cents 
less.”
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Highway funds stalled in do-nothing CongressBy DONNA BRAZILE | National ViewKearney Hub

Once again, Congress needs to act, this time to renew the Highway Trust Fund, created back in
1956 to help construct and fund our nation's roadways, bridges, tunnels and sidewalks. The trust
fund has been a complete success, but it's about to run out of money soon if Congress fails to act. 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders summarized our highway challenge: “Thirty-two percent of 
America's major roads are in poor or mediocre condition, and 42 percent of (our) major urban 
highways remain congested, costing the economy an estimated $101 billion in wasted time and 
fuel annually.”
Our nation's infrastructure needs repair. Fixing our roads and bridges should be a bipartisan affair. 
According to the nonpartisan Pew Research firm, “Nearly half the states (24) received a third or 
more of their highway and transit funding from federal sources.” The government pours more than 
$50 billion into highway maintenance and construction yearly. It's a good deal for the states: The 
majority get back in federal dollars multiple times the amounts that they send.
Pew said Alaska gets back $7 for every dollar it contributes to the federal Highway Trust Fund.
Vermont gets $5 for every $1 sent. North Dakota and Montana get $3 for every $1. Only four
states (Texas, Michigan, Indiana and South Carolina) receive less than what they send, and that is 
only pennies less — from 2 cents to 5 cents less.
The nonpartisan research arm of Congress, the Congressional Budget Office, has reported to 
Congress that the Highway Trust Fund will run out of money if Congress doesn't act.
Unfortunately, it comes as no surprise that Congress has been reluctant to provide the funds. 
Some of the more conservative members want to cut the federal government out of the picture 
altogether. They have yet to explain, though, how they propose to keep an Interstate Highway 
System intact with 50 state legislatures acting independently.
Federal gasoline taxes used to fully fund the Highway Trust Fund. But because the federal gas tax 
is not pegged to inflation, its purchasing power has decreased by 48 percent. Cars with greater 
fuel efficiency also mean less revenue. Raising gasoline taxes — last raised in 1993 — is one 
option. Unless new forms of revenue are found, the CBO says that, starting next year, the fund will 
short fall by billions of what's needed.
What's worse is that Congress has refused to provide long-term funding. It's so bad that Speaker
John Boehner wasn't able to bring his own highway bill to a vote. The “solution” has been a series 
of short-term deals. Boehner opposes short-term fixes. But this is an instance where the tail wags 
the dog, and he has had to capitulate to still another Band-Aid fix just to stave off disaster.
Thousands of jobs may be at stake. Short-term fixes hurt because they force states to abandon
long-term planning; because of the uncertainty of funding, they can't sign long-term contracts.
Boehner's latest proposal takes the nation only to next May. Even so, the revenue will come at the 
expense of employee pension plans.
The chamber of commerce and labor unions have joined to plead for longer-term action. Seven
nonpartisan, state-level organizations have sent Congress a joint letter pleading for a long-term
solution. These are: the National Governor's Association, the National Conference of State
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Legislatures, The Council of State Governments, the National Association of Counties, the
National League of Cities, The U.S. Conference of Mayors and the International City/County
Management Association.
With such strong bipartisan support, this is clearly something Congress can and must do before its 
members leave Washington for their summer vacations.
Universal Press Syndicate
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FILE: May 14, 2014: President Obama speaks on transportation infrastructure, near the Tappan Zee Bridge, Tarrytown, New York. 
REUTERS

The House voted Tuesday in favor of a short-term, multi-billion dollar fix to the Highway Trust Fund, which helps pay for federal
highway and transit programs.

President Obama spent the last several weeks at campaign-style public events -- including ones with the backdrop of Delaware and 
Virginia bridges -- trying to garner public support for the $10.8 billion bill and to convince Congress to approve the funding.

In voting in favor of the bill, 367 to 55, the Republican-controlled House keeps the fund from going broke in the coming weeks but
leaves open the chore of finding a long-term fix.

The Senate has yet to vote on a similar bill.

Democrats and Republicans argued back and forth on the House floor before the vote -- largely over the short-term solution and the
provision that cuts the federal gas tax from 18.4 cents a gallon to less than 4 cents a gallon.

“Passing extension after extension just maintains the status quo,” said West Virginia Rep. Nick Rahall, the top Democrat on the House 
Transportation Committee. “I'm going to vote for this bill today regardless of it's not the best solution.”

Some lawmakers wanted to increase the 24.4-cents-a-gallon tax on diesel gas, which hasn't been increased in over 20 years.

Others were reluctant to raise taxes in an election year -- especially Republicans for whom a vote in favor of any tax increase could
trigger a backlash from their party's base.

“These are difficult decisions in difficult times in an election year," said House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, defending the bill while 
acknowledging its limits. "The long-term problem is still there and needs to be addressed."

The bill instead cobbles together $10.8 billion by using pension tax changes, customs fees and money from a fund to repair leaking
underground fuel storage tanks.

The Transportation Department had warned unless Congress helped, by the first week in August, the fund would no longer have
enough money to cover promised aid to states and that the government would begin to stretch out payments.

If the funding went broke, it also was expected to freeze thousands of transportation and infrastructure projects across the country and 
cost about 800,000 jobs.

Congress has kept the fund teetering on the edge of bankruptcy since 2008 through a series of temporary fixes because lawmakers
have been unable to find a politically acceptable long-term funding solution.

The bill passed Tuesday relies on tax changes that are forecast to generate revenue over 10 years, but provide only enough money to



keep the highway and transit programs going for another 10 months.

The largest chunk of the money, $6.4 billion, results from allowing employers to defer payments to their employee pension plans.
Funding pension plans normally results in a tax savings for companies, and deferring those payments means they will pay more in
taxes and increase federal revenue.

Obama, touring a transportation research center in Virginia on Tuesday, said he supports the House and Senate bills but wants more.

"All this does is set us up for the same crisis a few months from now,” he said. “So Congress shouldn't pat itself on the back for averting 
disaster for a few months."

Earlier this year, Obama offered a $302 billion plan to increase transportation spending and keep programs going for another four
years. The plan, which was paid for by closing business tax loopholes, was received coolly by Republicans.

Democrats complain that it won't be any easier under the GOP bill to reach a compromise on sustainable, long-term means to pay for
programs by pushing off a decision until next year, when the presidential campaign is heating up.

Republicans, however, may be in a better position to shape a transportation bill to their liking next year if they re-take control of the
Senate in this fall's midterm elections.

Republicans are divided over transportation policy. A significant minority of the party's more conservative House members want to
slash federal gas and diesel taxes, dramatically scale back transportation aid and leave it to states to come up with the money to pay
for roads, bridges, buses and trains.

The conservative Club for Growth and Heritage Action for America, which are influential with Tea Party Republicans, urged lawmakers 
to vote against Tuesday's bill. But as a sop to conservatives, House GOP leaders allowed an amendment by Rep. Tom Graves, R-Ga., 
that says Congress should "increase the authority and responsibility of the states" to fund and manage their transportation systems.

Fox News' Chad Pergram and The Associated Press contributed to this story
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