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Columbia's Economic Development Director Arrested For
Embezzlement
Posted: Apr 01, 2014 2:03 PM EDTUpdated: Apr 01, 2014 2:53 PM EDT
By Jason Old - email

COLUMBIA, SC (WIS) -
The City of Columbia's economic development director has been arrested in Richland County for
embezzling public money while he was employed in Georgetown County.

Wayne Gregory, Jr. was booked into the Alvin S. Glenn Detention Center just before 11:30 a.m. Tuesday. 

Gregory is being held at the jail for the Georgetown County Sheriff's Office.

Prior to his employment with the City of Columbia, he served as economic development director in
Georgetown County.

Authorities in Georgetown County say a warrant for Gregory's arrest states he embezzled in excess of
$10,000 to purchase pre-paid gift cards for his own personal use while he was economic director there.

According to a release from the Georgetown County Sheriff's Office, the administrator's office contacted
sheriff's investigators approximately a month ago concerning a number of fraudulent purchases allegedly
made by then economic director Gregory.

Subsequent investigation by the sheriff's office revealed that between January 2010 and September 2013, 
Gregory used a Georgetown County purchasing card to misappropriate public funds, investigators said.

Investigators have determined that during his employment, Gregory was able to embezzle more than
$100,000 from Georgetown County and use those funds for personal use, according to the sheriff's office.

Georgetown County Sheriff's investigators traveled to Columbia Tuesday to and meet with
Gregory at his residence at his home. Investigators, with assistance from the South Carolina Law
Enforcement Division and the Columbia Police Department executed a search warrant at Gregory's
apartment.

As a result of the investigation, Gregory was arrested and charged with embezzlement of public funds over 
$10,000.

Calls to the city manager's department for comment on Gregory's arrest have not yet been returned.

Gregory was selected as the city's economic development director in September, 2013.

"Wayne is a proven leader in his field with a wealth of experiences from the Upstate to the
Low Country and he is a great addition to the leadership team as we work to Build Columbia," said city
manager Teresa Wilson at the time.
Copyright 2014 WIS. All rights reserved.

# # #

mailto:BMaybank@nexsenpruet.com
mailto:Maybank,%20Burnet%20R.%20III%20%3CBMaybank@nexsenpruet.com%3E
mailto:BMaybank@nexsenpruet.com
http://www.wistv.com/story/25131183/columbias-economic-development-director-arrested
http://www.wistv.com/story/25131183/columbias-economic-development-director-arrested
mailto:jold@wistv.com?body=http://www.wistv.com/story/25131183/columbias-economic-development-director-wayne-gregory-arrested


Burnet R. Maybank, III
Nexsen Pruet, LLC
1230 Main Street, Suite 700 (29201)
P.O. Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202
T: 803.540.2048, F: 803.253.8277
Cell: 803.960.3024
bmaybank@nexsenpruet.com
www.nexsenpruet.com

NEXSEN RRUET

Bio vCard Home | Practice Areas Atto rneys Offices

*** CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION *** The information contained in this message may contain legally privileged and confidential 
information intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, 
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or duplication of this transmission is strictly prohibited. If you have received 
this communication in error, please notify us by telephone or email immediately and return the original message to us or destroy all
printed and electronic copies. Nothing in this transmission is intended to be an electronic signature nor to constitute an agreement of
any kind under applicable law unless otherwise expressly indicated. Intentional interception or dissemination of electronic mail not
belonging to you may violate federal or state law.

*** IRS CIRCULAR 230 NOTICE *** Any federal tax advice contained in this communication (or in any attachment) is not intended or
written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting,
marketing or recommending any transaction or matter addressed in this communication.
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