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Memorandum

TO: Mr. Kenneth B. Wingate, Chairman, and Members
5.C. Commission on Higher Education

FROM: Ms. Cynthia Mosteller, Chair, and Members
Access & Equity and Student Services Comunitlee

DATE: December 4, 2008

Agenda Item 7.03 A: Public Hearing for Proposed Regulations
SC Need-based Grant, LIFE Scholarship/Enhancement, Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship/Enhancement, and Determination of Rates of Tuition and Fees (Residency)

In accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act, a public hearing will be held today
regarding the proposed regulations for the SC Need-based Granl, LIFE Scholarship/Enhancement,
Palmelto Fellows Scholarship/Enhancement, and Determination of Rates of Tution and Fees
(Residency). This public hearing serves as the opportunity for the higher education community 1o
provide the Commission with their comments regarding the proposed changes to the programs,
Notice for the public hearing was published in the State Register on September 26, 2008.

Attached are the regulations, as approved by the SC Commission on Higher Education at their
November 6, 2008, meeting.
Agenda Ttem 7.03 B: Fall 2007 Visa Classification Summary

Fall 2007 Summary of Full-time Undergraduate and Graduate Students in CHE Approved Visa
Classifications.
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Agenda Item 7.03 A |

Document No.
COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION
CHAPTER 62
Statutory Authority: Title 59 1976 Code Sections 142-20

69-450  South Carolina Need-bascd Grants Program

Preamble:

‘The Commission on Higher Education proposes to amend R. 62-475 (E) (1} (2) and R. 62-460 (A) of the
South Carolina Need-based Grant Program. The proposed amendment deleted “regular” academic year.
A proposed definition to change “Academic year” was made to promote consistency in the grant program
regilation, In addition, the term “regular” was deleted from “academic semester” to promote consistency
n the grant program regulation.

The proposed regulation will require legislative review,

A Notice of Dralting for the proposed regulation was published in the South Carolina State Register on
September 26, 2008.

Scction-by-Section Discussion

62-460.A “Academic year” is defined as the fall, spring and summer semesters.

62-460.F “Full-time student” shall mean a student who has matriculated into an eligible program of
study, and who enrolls in a minimum of twelve credit hours during the academic
semester.

62-46().1 “Needy student” shall mean a post-secondary student enrolled in or accepted for

corollment in a public institution who demonstrates to the institution the f{inancial
mability, either parental, familial, or personal, to bear the total cost-of-attendance for any
academic semesier. The determination of need shall be made in accordance with Federal
need analysis formulae and provisions.

62-460.L “Part-time student™ shall mean a student who has matriculated into an eligible program of
study, and who enrolls in a minimum of six credit hours and a maximum of eleven credit
hours during the academic semester.

62-475.E.1 For graduation purposes, earn at least 24 credit hours each academic year if awarded a
Need-based Grant as a full-time student or earn at least twelve credit hours if awarded a
Need-based Grant as a part-time student. If a student is awarded a Need-based Grant for
one scrmester of the academic year as a part-time student and the other semester as a full-
time student, the student must earn at lcast eighteen credit hours cach academic year. If a
full-time student is awarded a Need-bascd Grant for only one semester of the academic
year, the student must earn at least twelve credit hours by the end of the academic year, A
part-time student who is awarded a Need-based Grant for only one semester must earn at
least six credit hours by the end of the academic year; and



62-475.E.2 Earn at least a cumulative 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale for graduation purposes
by the end of each academic ycar.

62-495 A In the cvent a student who has becn awarded a Need-based Grant withdraws, is
suspended from the institution, or drops below part-time (six credit hours) or full-time
(twelve credit hours) status during any semester of the academic year, institutions must
reimburse the Need-based Grants Program for the amount of the grant for the scimester in
question pursuant to refund policies of the institution. Collection is the responsibility of
the institution.

Notice of Public Hearing and Opportunity for Public Comment:

Interested members of the public and regulated community are nvited (o make oral or written comments
on the proposed regulation at a public hearing to be conducted by the South Carolina Commission on
Higher Education on December 4, 2008, to be held in the Large Conference Room at 1333 Main Street,
Suite 200, Columbia, SC. The mceting will commence at 10 a.m. at which time the Commission will
consider items on its agenda in the order presenied. The order of presentation for public hearings will be
noted in the Commission’s agenda to be published by the Commission ten days in advance of the
meeting. Persons desiring to make oral comments at the hearing are asked to limit their statements in five
minutes or less, and as a courtesy, arc asked to provide written copics of their presentation for record.

Interested persons are also provided an opportunity to submit written comments on the proposed
regufation by writing to Dr. Karen Woodfaulk, Director of Student Services, South Carolina Commission
on Higher Education, 1333 Main Street, Suite 200, Columbia, SC 209201. Comments must be received
no later than 5:00 p.m. on December 3, 2008. Comments reccived shall be considered by the staff in
formulating the final proposed regulation for the public hearing on December 4, 2008, as noticed above.
Comments received by the deadlinc shall be submitted to the Commission in summary of public
comments for consideration at the public hearing.

Preliminary Fiscal Impact Statement:
There will be no increased costs to the state or its political subdivisions.
Statement of Need and Reasonableness:
DESCRIPTION OF REGULATION: 62-450  South Carolina Need-based Grants Program

Purpuse: R.62-450 is being amended and replaced in its entirety. The proposed amendments will
clarify policies and procedures for administering the South Carolina Need-based Grants Program. The
proposed amendment deleted “regular” academic year. A proposed definition to change “Academic year”
was made to promote consistency in the grant program regulation. In addition, the term “regular’ wus
deleted from “academic semester” 10 promote COnsistency in the grant program regulation.

Legal Authority: The legal authority for R.62-450 is Section 59-142-20, S.C. Code of Laws.

Plan for Implementation: The proposed regulation will take effect upon approval by the General

Assembly and publication in the State Register. The proposed amendments will be implemented by
providing the regulated community with copies of the regulation.



DETERMINATION OF NEED AND REASONABLENESS OF THE PROPOSED REGULATION
BASED ON ALL FACTORS HEREIN AND EXPECTED BENEFITS: The proposed regulation will
promote consistency in the grant program regulation by praposing a change to “Academic year” and
deleting “regular” from “academic scmester”. The program is administered by the Commission on
Higher Education.

DETERMINATION OF COSTS AND BENEFITS: The financial aid community will benefit by
consistency among the regulations for scholarships and grants administered by the Commission on Higher
Education and students will benefit by the flexibility to be able to meet the required credit hours for
continuing eligibility.

UNCERTAINTIES OF ESTIMATES:

None.

FFFECT ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH:
Not applicable,

DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH IF THE
REGULATION IS NOT IMPLEMENTED: Not applicable.

Statement of Rationale:

Revisions to the S.C. Need-based Granl regulation were necessary to promote consistency in the grant
program,

_ v Siri

Indicates New Matter
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Pursuant 1o Act 458, South Carolina Children First: Resources for Scholarships and Tuition Act of
1996, of the 1995-1996 Apptopriations Bill, the Commission on Higher Education shall promulgate
regulation and establish procedures to administer the South Carolina Need-based Grants Program. The
purpose of the South Carolina Need-based Grants Program is to provide additional financial aid assistance
to South Carolina’s neediest students. The program’ will assist students who wish to attend public or
independent colleges or universities in the State.

62-455  Allocation of Need-based Grant Funds to Puhlic and Independent Institutions

A. Funds made available for higher education grants and scholarships under Chapter 143 of Title 59 of
the 1976 Code, as amended under Act 458, South Carolina Children First: Resources for Scholarship and
Tuition Act of 1996, shall be included in the annual appropriation to the Commission on Higher
Rducation. Fifty percent of the appropriation shall be designatcd for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Program and the remaining fifty percent shall be for the Need-based Grants Program. However, in
instances where the equal division of the appropriated funds between the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
and Need-based Grants Programs excceds the cupacity 10 make awards in either program, the
Commission on Higher Education has the authority to re-allocate the remaining funds between the two
programs. The Commission on Higher Education shall award to eligible students who are attending public
or independent eligible institutions as State Need-based Grant recipients as follows:

1. Of the funds allocated to public institutions, the percentage shall be equivalent (o the
percentage of the public institution’s share of the total South Carolina resident undergraduate full-time
headcount eprollment in the preceding yeat.

2. Of the funds allocated to independent institutions, the percentage shall be equivalent to the
percentage of the independent institutions' share of the total South Carolina resident undergraduate full-
time hcadcount enroliment in the preceding year and will be determined annuaily by the South Carolina
Commission on Higher Education and the Tuition Grants Commission. The funds allocated for Need-
hased Grants shall be included in the annual appropriation to the Commission on Higher Education and
transferred annually into the budget of the South Carolina Tuition Grants Commission, which will
distribute these funds as Tuition Grants.

62-460 Program Definitions for Administering South Carolina Need-based Grants at Public Institutions

A. “Academic ycar”

is defined as the fall, spring and summer semesters. dusing-which—a—parttine

B. “Associate degree program” is defined as a two-year technical or occupational program or an
associate’s degree program (Associate of Arts or Associate of Science) which leads to the first two years
of a baccalaurcate degree at a location approved by the U.S. Department of Education for participation in
Federally funded financial aid programs and authorized by the Commission on Higher Education.

C. “Baccalaurcate degree program” is defined as an undergraduate program of study leading to the first
bachelor's dcgree at a location approved by the U.S. Department of Education for participation in
Federally funded financial aid programs and authorized by the Commission on Higher Education.

D. “Degree-sceking student™ is defined as any part-time or full-time student enrolled in an eligible
program of study at an eligible institution.




E. “Eligible program” is defined as a program of study leading to: 1) the first baccalaureate degrec 2) a
program ot study that is structurcd so as not to require a baccalaurcate degree and lcads to a graduate
degree; 3) first associate’s degree or two-year program that is acceptable for full credit towards a
bacheior’s degree; or 4) one-year program that leads to other recognized credentials (e.g., first diploma or
first certificate). Study toward (he first diploma or certificate may be followed by study toward the first
agsociate’s degree, which may be followed by transfer to the first baccalaureate degree or a program of
study that is structured so as not to require a baccalaurcate degree and leads to a graduate degree.
Studenis who have already obltained a baccalaureate degree are not eligible fore subsequent grant funds,

F. “Full-time student™ shall mean a student who has matriculated into an eligible program of study, and
wha cnrolls in a minimum of twelve credit hours during the reswlae academic scmester.

G. “Independent institutions™ arc those institutions eligible to participate in the South Carolina Tuition
Grants Program as defined in Chapter 113 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code, which stipulales that “an
independent institution of higher learning means any indepcndent eleemosynary junior or senior college
in South Carolina whose major campus and headquarters are located within South Carolina and which is
accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.”

H. “Need analysis”™ shall mean the process of analyzing the household and financial information on the
student’s financial aid application and calculating the amount the family can be cxpected to contribute to
the educational costs, For Federal Student Aid Programs, the need analysis system is defined under Title
1V of the Higher Education Act of 1965,

L “Needy student” shall mean a post-secondary student enrolled in or accepted for enrollment in a
public institution who demonstrates to the institution the financial inability, either parental, familial, or
personal, to bear the total cost-of-attendance for any regetar academic semester. The determination of
need shall be made in accordance with Federal need analysis formulae and provisions.

J. An “offense” shall mcan a violation of any law or rule in any state or Federal criminal justice
system.

K. “One-year program” is defined as an undergraduate program of study leading to other recognized
educational credentials (e.g., certificates or diplomas that prepare students for gainful employment in a
recognized occupation) at a location approved by the U.S. Department of Education for participation in
Federally funded financial aid programs and is authorized by either the Commission on Higher Education
or the State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education.

L. "Part-time student™ shail mean a student who has matriculated inte an eligible program of study, and
who enrolls in a minimum of six credit hours and a tmaximum of eleven credit hours during the regulas
academic semester.

M. “Program of study that is structured so as not to require a baccalaureate degree” is a program of
study that is structured so as not to require a baccalaureate degree for acceptance into the program and
lcads to a graduate degree, which will be the student’s first academic degree awarded, at a location
approved by the U.S. Department of Education for participation in Fedcrally funded financial aid
programs.  Students are cligible to receive the grant for a maximum of eight full-time equivalent
semesters as long as all other cligibility criteria arc met. Students who have been awarded a baccalaurcate
or graduate degree are not eligible for grant funding.

N. “Public institutions™ are those institutions as defincd in Chapter 103 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code,
which stipulates that: 1) 'public higher cducation' shall mean state-supported education in the post-




secondary field, including comprehensive and technical education; 2} 'pubhc institution of higher
lcarning' shall mean any state-supported post-secondary educational institution and shall include technical
and comprchensive educational institutions.”

0. “Remedial coursework” shall mean sub-collegiate level preparatory COUISES in English,
mathematics, and reading offered at the State’s technical colleges.

p. “Satisfactory academic progress” shall mean the minimum academic standard for academic progress
established by the public institution for the purpose of complying with Title IV regulations for Federal
Student Aid Programs.

0. “South Carolina resident” <hall be defined as an individual who satisfies the requirements of
residency in accordance with the State of South Carolina Statute for Tuition and Fees, Statute 59-112-10.

62-465 Student Rligibility
A. To be eligible for a Need-based Grant each academic year, the student must:

. Be a "needy student” following the financial need analysis as established under Title [V
Regulations for determining eligibility for Federal Student Aid. The student nwust file the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Form;

2 Be a U.S. citizen or a permanent tesident that meets the definition of an eligible non-citizen
under State Residency Statute;

3 Be a resident of the state of South Carolina for twelve consecutive months as defined in
Chapter 112 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code of Laws governing the determination of residency for ition
and fee purposes;

4. Be enrolled or accepted for enroliment as a part-time or full-time degree-seeking student in an
eligible program of study al an eligible public institution in South Carolina. A student enrolled in less
than six credit hours during one scmester may aot receive a Need-based Gramt for the scmester in
question but is eligible for reapplication for a grant upon return o part-time or full-time status;

5. Be cnrolied and attending or have completed at the time of the grant disbursement in a
minimum of six credit hours if part-time for the semester or twelve credit hours if full-time for the
semesier;

6. Certify that he/she has not been adjudicated delinquent or been convicted or pled guilty or nolo
contendere to any felonies or any second or subsequent alcohol or drug-related offenses under the Taws of
this or any other state or under the laws of the United States in order to he eligible for a South Carofina
Necd-based Grant, except that a high school or college student otherwise qualified who has been
adjudicated delinquent or has been convicted or pled guilty or nolo contenderc to a second or subsequent
alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor offense nevertheless shall be eligible or continug to be eligible for
such grants after the expiration of one academic year from the date of the adjudication, conviction, or
plea; and be eligible for the need-based grants for a maximum of four academic years of two semesters by
submitting a signed affidavit each academic year to the institution. However, a high school or college
student who has been adjudicated delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or nolo contendere of a second or
subscquent alcohol/drug related misdemeanor offense is ineligible for the next academic year of
enrollment at an eligible institution after the date of the adjudication, conviction or plea. If the
adjudication, conviction, ot plea occurs during the academic year after the student has already submitted &




signed affidavit to the institution, the student will be eligible to receive the Need-based Grant the
remainder of the academic year. However, the student will be meligible for the Need-based Gunt the
following entire academic year of enrollment. If a student completes a pretrail intervention program and
has his/her record expunged the conviction will not affect grant eligibility; and

7. Verify that he/she does not owe a refund or repayment on a State Grant, a Pell Grant, or a
Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grang and is not in default on a loan under the Federal Perkins
Loan or Federal Stafford Loan Programs; and

8. Must reapply for the Need-based Grant each academic year and meet all eligibility
requirements annually.

B. Students enrolled part-time or full-time may not receive a Need-based Grant for more than a
maximum of eight full-time equivalent semesters. Students may only receive Noed-based Grant funding
for up to two semesters of the academic year. Students who have already hecn awarded their first
baccalaureate degree are not eligible to receive a Need-based Grant.

C. Students enrolled in an cligible program of study as stated in the “Program Definitions” Section
may include remcdial courses as part of the minimum number of required credit hours for part-time or
full-time status, as long as such courses carry credit hours and meet Title IV limitations on remedial
coursecwork,

D. Any false information provided by the student or any attempt to obtain or expend any Need-based
Grant for unlawful purposes or any purpose other than in payment or reimbursement for the cost-of-
attendance at the institution authorized to award the grant will be cause for immediate cancellation of the
Need-based Grant. Any student who has obtained a Need-based Grant through means of a willfully false
statement or failure to reveal any material fact, condition, or circumstances affecting eligibility will be
subject to applicable civil or criminal penalties, including loss of the Need-based Grant,

62-470  Policies and Procedures for Awarding Need-bascd Grants

A. The Necd-based Grants Program for the public institutions will be campus-administered. Grant
funds will supplement the student financial aid awards administered by the participating public colleges
and universities,

B. The participating institution will make awards in amounts to be defined in accordance with the
Need-based Grants Program regulation and criteria, but not to exceed $1,250 per cligible part-time
student and $2,500 per eligible full-time student per academic year, based on the institution's allocated
funds for Need-based Grants and other financial aid awarded to individual applicants. However, the
Commission, due to inflation increases or other relevant factors, may periodically adjust the maximum
award for the Need-based Grants Program, A maximum of fifty percent of the grant shall be disbursed
for two terms of the academic year, assuming continued eligibility.

C. Nced-based Grants are to be used only towards payment for the cost-of-altendance as defined by
Title 1V Regulations as modified by D below for the academic year for which the award is made at the
designated institution, The maximum amount awarded shall not cxceed the cost-of-attendance as defined
in Title IV Regulations for any vyear.

D. Charges for room and board are to be limited as follows:

I. Room charges shall not exceed the average cost of on-campus residential housing; and




2. Board charges shall not exceed the cost of the lcast expensive on-campus meal plan, which
includes 21 meals per week.

E. In detcrmining the amount awarded for the Need-based Grant, all other sources of gift aid, including
Federal, State, private and institutional funds, must be applied to the total cost-of-attendance in
accordance with Title IV Regulations before calculating the unmet need and awarding the grant. The
Need-based Grant shall be awarded only after all other sources of gift aid have been exhausted.
Adjustments to the financial aid package will be made to the Necd-based Grant in accordance with
prescribed Title IV Regulations in order to prevent an over-award.

F. Institutions must give first priority and award the maximum allowable Need-based Grant ($2,500 if
full-time or $1,250 if part-time) to students who are in the custody of the South Carolina Department of
Social Services (DSS). However, institutions should not award the maximum amount if, by doing so, this
causes the student to exceed the unmet need according to Title TV Regulations. Students who may be
eligible under this provision are responsible for contacting the institution and providing ofticial
verification to the institution that he/she is in custody of DSS. Acceptable verification shall include a
letter from DSS.

G. Participating institutions will notify students of their Necd-based Grant along with the terms and
conditions of the award.

H. Annual allocations of funds t the public institutions will be based on each institution's percentage
of the State’s total enrollment of South Carolina resident undergraduate full-time degree-seeking
headcount enroliment. The percentage will be hased on the previous year’s total as determined by the
Commission on Higher Education. Unused funds, which cannot be awarded by an institution, must be
ceturned to the Commission on Higher Education, which may redirect the funds to institutions where
unmet need exists.

I The institution must retain annual paper or electronic documentation for cach award to include at a
minimun:

1. Need analysis

9 Affidavit documenting that the student has never been convicted of any felonies or any
second or subsequent alcohol or drug related misdemeanor offenses as stated under “Student
Eligibility” and “Duration of Award and Continued Fligibility” Sections

Award notification

Institutional disbursement 1o student

Refund or repayment (if appropriate)

Satisfactory academic progress

Student’s residency status

Enrollment and curriculum requirements

. Student’s disability (if appropriate)

10. Student is in custody of DSS (if appropriate)

11. Student award based upon approval of institutional appeal (if appropriate)

R s

J. Tt is the institution's responsibility to ensure that only eligible students reccive a Need-basced Grant.




62-475  Duration of Award and Continued Eligibility

A. Need-based Grants shall be awarded for up o two terms each academic year. The institution shall
adjust the amount of the grant award during the academic year in the cvent of a change in the student's
cligibility,

B. Need-based Grants may be awarded annually for no more than a total of eight {ull-time equivalent
semesters of part-time or full-time study and only for up to two terms of each academic year, Award
decisions will be made annually and are not automatically guaranteed. Students who have already been
awarded their first baccalaureate degree are not eligible to receive a Need-based Grant,

C. Students must reapply each academic year for a Need-based Grant in accord with these guidelines
and other pertinent statutes and regulations and with application timeliness and procedures stipulated by
the participating institution. Students applying for a Need-based Grant must complete a FAFSA Form
and be a needy student. The student must also complete any supplemental {orms that may be required by
the institution.

D. The institution shall be responsible for securing institutional certification of each recipient's
cumulative grade point average, credit hours attempted and earned, and satisfactory academic progress for
purposes of determining eligibility for award renewal.

E. For continued eligibility, the studcnt is required {o:

L. For graduation purposes, earn at least 24 credit hours each reglar academic year if awarded a
Need-hased Grant as a full-time student or earn at least twelve credit hours if awarded a Need-based
Grant as a purt-time student. If a studeat is awarded a Need-based Grant for one semester of the academic
year as a part-time student and the other semester as a full-time student, the student must earn at least
cighteen credit hours each regulur academic year. If a full-time student is awarded a Need-based Grant
for only one semester of the academic year, the student must carn at least twelve credit hours by the end
of the academic year. A part-time student who is awarded a Need-based Grant for only one scmester must
earn at least six credit hours by the c¢nd of the academic year. e #i
semesters-the—Hiterim—winterinr or-other-aon regilar-semester)-cannoi-be-used-te roplace-or-reduve-the

:and

2. Earn at least a cumulative 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale for graduation purposes by the
end of each regular academic year,

F.  Students wishing to appeal any grant award decision must submit a written rcquest to the
institution's Director of Financial Aid. This request will be handled in accordance with the institution's
financial aid appeal procedures. The institution's decision on appealis shall be final.

62-480  Studcnts with Disabilities

A. Students who qualify under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADAY and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must meet all eligibility requirements as defined in “Student Eligibility”
Section except for a student who is approved by the Disability Services Provider to be enrolled in less
than part-time status is eligible to receive grant funding. Students must comply with all institutional
policies and procedures in accordance with ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,

B. For renewal, studcnts who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
must meet all renewal requirements as defined in “Duration of Award and Continued Eligibility” Section

9



except for a student not meeting the annual credit hour requirement who is approved by the Disability
Services Provider to be enrolled in less than part-time status for that acadernic year. Students must earn
the required number of hours approved by the institutional Disability Services Provider each academic
year for grant renewal and earn a minimum 2.0 cumulative grade point average on a 4.0 scale by the end
of the academic year. Students must comply with all institutional policies and procedures in accordance
with ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,

C. The institutional Disability Services Provider must provide written documentation to the Officc of
Financial Aid each academic year venfying that the student is approved to be enrolled in less than part-
time status.

D. Students who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are eligible to
receive up to the maximum number of available seimesters and available funds.

62-485 Enrollment in Internships, Coopcrative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs, or National or
International Student Exchange Programs

A. Students enrolled in an internship, cooperative work program, travel study program, or National or
International Student Exchange Program approved by the student’s home institation, and enrolled n
fewer than six credit hours, shall not be cligible to receive a Need-based Grant during the period in which
the student is enrolled in such programs of COUrscs. Students enrolled in such programs may receive a
Need-based Grant for up to two terms of the academic year if determined to be eligible.

B. Students enrolled in internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or National or
International Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the home
institution accepts as at least part-time transfer credit (minimum of six credit hours) are eligible to receive
Need-based Grant funds during the period in which the student is enrolled in such programs. Students
will be required to meet the continued eligibility requirements.

C. Eligible students may use the appropriated portion of the Need-based Grant funds [or internships,
cooperative work programs, travel study programs, ar National or International Student Exchange
Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the home institution accepts as at least part-
time transfer credit (minimum of six credit hours). Need-based Grant funds must be paid directly to the
student’s account at the home institution. The amount awarded cannot cxceed the cost-of-attendance at
the home instilution or the cost-of-attendance at the host institution, whichever is less. The Commission
on Higher Fducation will not transfer grant funds to the institutions where students will participate in
internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or National or International Student
Exchange Programs. The institution is responsible for grant funds according to the “Program
Administration and Audits” Section.

D. The home institution will be rcsponsible for securing official certification of the student's
cumulative grade point average, credit hours earnexl, and satisfactory academic progress for the purposes
of determining eligibility for grant renewal for the next academic year.

62-490 Institutional Disbursement of Need-based Grants

A. The participating institution will identify award amounts, which cannot exceed $1,250 per eligible
part-time student and $2,500 per eligible full-time student per academic year. A maximum of fifty
percent of the grant shall he disbursed for up to up to two terms of the academic year. The maximum
amount, which may be rcceived by a recipient for eight full-time equivalent semesters, shall be $10,000
for students seeking (heir first baccalaureate degree or a program of study that is structured so as not to

10




requirc a baccalaureate degree and leads to a graduate degree, $5,000 for students sceking their first
associate’s degree, and $2,500 for studen(s seeking their first onc-year certificate or diploma. Students
who have obtaincd an associate’s degree initially are eligible to apply for a Need-based Grant upon
carollment in their first baccalaureate degree or a program of study that is structured so as not to require a
baccalaureate degree. Students who have obtained a recognized educational credential in a one-year
program mitially are eligible for application for a Need-based Grant upon enrollment in their first
associate’s degree, first baccalaureate degree, or a program of study that is structured so as not to require
a baccalaureate degree and leads to a graduate de gree.

B. A Need-bascd Grant may not be applied to a second baccalaureate degree or to graduate
coursework, unless the graduate coursework is required as part of a program of study that is structured so
as not to require a baccalaureate degrec as defined in the “Program Definitions™ Section.

C. The institution shall provide an award notification each academic year to Need-based Grant
recipients, which will contain the terms and conditions of the gramt and other financial aid awarded.
Students will be notified of adjustments in (inancial aid due to changes in eligibility and/or over-award
issues. The Commission on Higher Education, for documentation purpases, requires that each institution
obtain verification of acceptance of the Need-based Grant and terms for the award.

D. After the last day to register for each semester of the academic year, the institution will verify
errollment of each recipient as a South Carolina resident that is a part-time or full-time degree-secking
student. According to the Scholarship and Grant Programs Policies and Procedures Manual, a listing of
etigible recipients by social security number with the award amounts for the semester will be sent to the
Commission on Higher Education with the institution’s request for funds. A year-end rcconciliation
report will be submitted to the Commission on Higher Education prior to June 30”.  Any unused funds
shall be refunded to the Commission on Higher Education no later than June 30 of each fiscal year.

62-495  Refunds and Repayments

A. Tn the event a student who has been awarded a Need-based Grant withdraws, is suspended from the
institution, or drops below part-time (six credit hours) or full-time (twelve credit hours) status during any
fegular semester of the academic year, institulions must reimburse the Need-based Grants Program for the
amount of the grant for the semester in question pursuant to refund policies of the institution. Collection
1s the responsibility of the institution.

B. The institution may redistribute such funds to other cligible students in accordance with the
guidelines, or if such funds cannot be redistributed within the academic year, the institution shal return
the refund amount to the Commission on Higher Education for redistribution to other institutions.

C. Inthe event a student withdraws or drops below part-time or full-time status after the institution’s
refund period and therefore must pay tuition and fees for part-time or full-time enrollment, the award may
be retained by the student pursuant to the refund policies of the institution.

62-500 Program Administration and Audits

A. The South Carolina Comnussion on Higher Education will coordinate the oversight of functions
(e.g., guidelines, policies, rules, regulations) relative to this program with eligible institutions. The
Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the allocation of funds, promuigation of the
regulation and rules, any audits, or other statewide oversight of the Need-based Grants Program as
deemcd necessary to monitor the expenditure of grant funds.
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B. According to the Audit Policies and Procedures for Scholarship and Grant Programs Manual, all
cligible institutions that participate in the program must abide by program policies, rules or rcgulations.
institutions also agree to maintain and provide all pertinent information, records, reports, or any
information as may be required or requested by the Commission on Higher Education or the General
Assembly 1o ensure proper admi nistration ol the program.

(. Participating institutions are authorized to establish additional guidelines, rules, and regulations for
awarding the grants consistent with the South Carolina Need-based Grants Program Regulation contained
herein.

D. The Chief Executive Officer at each participating institution shall identify to the Commission on
Higher Education a Need-hased Grant institutional representative who is responsiblc for the operation of
the program on the campus and will serve as the contact person for the program. The institutional
representative will act as the student fiscal agent to receive and deliver funds for use under the program.

62-505 Suspension or Termination of Institutional Participation

A. The Commission may review institutional administrative practices to determine institutional
compliance with pertinent statules, guidelines, rules or regulations. If such a review determines that an
institution has failed to comply with program statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations, the Commission
may suspend, terminate, or place certain conditions upon the institution’s continued participation in the
program and require reimbursement to the State Need-based Grants Program for amy funds lost or
improperly awarded.

B. Upon receipt of evidence that an institution has failed to comply, the Commission on Higher
Fducation shall notify the institution in writing of the nature of such allegations and conduct an audit.

C. T an audit indicates that a violation or violations may have occurred or are occurring at any public
or independent college or umiversity, the Commission on Higher Education shall secure immediatc
reimbursement from the institution in the event that any funds were expended out of compliance with the
provisions of the Act, any relevant statutes, guidelines, rules, and regulations.
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Document No.
COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION
CHAPTER 62
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Section 59-149-10

62-1200.1-120 Legislative Incentives for Future Exccllence (LIFE) Scholarship & Legislative
Incentives for Future Excellence {LIFE) Scholarship Enhancement

Preamble:

The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education proposes the following regulation to replace in
its entirety R.62-900.1 through 62-900.70, LIFE Scholarship Program, to Chapter 62 regulation. The
proposed regulation will provides the eligibility criteria that students must meet in order to be
awarded a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.  In addition, the proposed
regulation also provides the procedures that institutions must follow when determining students’
eligibility and when disbursing LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds (o
cligible students.

The proposed regulation will require legislative revicw.

A Notice of Drafting for the proposed regulation was published in the South Carolina Statc Register
on September 26, 2008.

Statement of Rationale:

This proposed regulation will clarify the policies and procedures for administering the LLTFE
Scholarship Program at the public and independent colleges and universities in the state. The
proposed regulation includes the eligibility criteria that students must meet in order to be awarded a
LIFE Scholarship and a L1FE Scholarship Enhancement. In addition, the proposed regulation also
provides the procedures that institutions must follow when determining students’ ¢ligibility and when
disbursing LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds to eligible students. This regulation is heing
promulgated to tmplement this legislative mandate by including the appropriate language in the
awarding procedures.

Indicatos M Stricl

[ndicates New Matler

Text:
Table of Contents:

62-1200.1 Purpose of the LIFE Scholarship Program
62-1200.5 Program Definitions




62-1200.10

Student Eligibility: LTFE Scholarship and LTFE Schelarship Enhancement

62-1200.15 Continued Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

62-1200.20 Terms of Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LII'TE Scholarship Enhancement

62-1200.25 Regaining or Earning Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Schaolarship
Enhancement

62-1200.30  ‘I'ransfer Students: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

62-1200.35  Students with Disabilities: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

62-1200.40  Enrollment in Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs, and

National and International Student Exchange Programs: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement

02-1200.45 Military Mobilization: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

62-1200.50 Refunds and Repayments: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

62-1200.55  Appeals Procedures: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

62-1200.60 Tnstitutional Policics and Procedures for Awarding: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement

62-1200.65 Institutional Disbursements: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

62-1200.70 Program Administration and Audits: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement

62-1200.75  Suspension and Termination of Institutional Participation: LIFE Scholarship and
LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

62-1200.1 Purposc of the LLIFE Scholarship Program

Pursuant to Act 418, which was initially established in 1998 as Title 539 of the 1976 code and
amended by Act 162 during the 2005 legislative session, the Commission on Higher Education shall
promulgale regulation and establish procedures [or administration of the LIFE Scholarship Program.
The General Assembly established the LIFE Scholarship Program in order to increase the access to
higher education, improve the employabitity of South Carolina’s students so as to attract business to
the State, provide incentives for students to be better prepared for college, and to encourage students
to graduate from college on time,

With Act 115, which was established in 2007 as Title 59 of the 1976 code during the 2007
legisiative session, the General Assembly established the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in order to
increase the number of students in the State majoring in mathematics and science and to increase the
access 1o higher education, improve the employability of South Carolina’s students so as 1o attract
husiness to the Stale, provide incentives for students to bhe better prepared for college, and to
encourage students to graduate from college on time. Students enrolled at two-year institutions are
not eligible to receive a LIIE Scholarship Inhancement. In order to receive a LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement, all students must qualify for the LIFE Scholarship as stipulated herein,

62-1200.5 Program Defimtons

AL “Academic year” is defined as the twelve month period during which a full-time student is
expected to earn thirty credit hours. The period of time used to measure the academic vear will
consist of the fall, spring and summer terms (or its equivalent).

B. A student who has earned a GED diploma or SC High School Diploma through Adult
Education without a cumulative GPA may be eligible to earn the LIFE Scholarship at the end of the
first academic year of a non-GED program. The student must meet the annual credit hour




requirement (or equivalent} and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” at the end of the first academic year. To qualify
for subsequent years, the student must meet all cligibility requirements as stated in Section A above.

C. An “approved five-year bachelor's degree program™ shall mean a five-ycar bachelor’s program
as defined and approved by the Commission on Higher Education to receive the LIFE Scholarship for
a maximum of ten terms at the same cligible institution in order to complete the requirements for a
bachelor's degree. An approved five-year bachelor’s degree program does not include inter-
inslitutional and cooperative “3+2" programs (normaily in a science degree field and an engineering
program}.

D.  “Annual credit hour requirement” shall be defined as an average of thirty (30) credit hours
carned at the end of the academic year based on initial college enrollment at all eligible institutions
attended, exchuding hours for remedial, continuing education, and non-degree coursework. Credit
hours earned before high school graduation, Advanced Placement (AP) credit hours, exempted credit
hours, and credit hours earned on active duty must count toward the annual credit hour requirement.

E. “Associate’s degree program” is defined as a two-year technical or occupational program, or at
least a two-year program Lhal is acceptable for full credit towards a bachelor’s degrec as defined by
the U.S. Department of Education.

F. “Attempted credit hours” shall be defined as courses in which a student earns a grade and is
included in the grade point calculation for that institution. Eligible credit hours that do not transfer
must also be included. Credit hours earned through dual-enrollment prior to high school graduation
must be included in the LIFE GPA. Excrpted credit hours, Advanced Placement (AP), College Level
Exanmunation Program (CLEP), remedial/developmental courses, non-degree credit courses for an
associate’s degree or higher, Pass/Fail and non-penalty withdrawal credit hours are excluded from the
“atternpled credit hours.” If a student transfers, refer to the institution’s grading policy where the
credit hours were carned. Any credit hours attempted or earned before high school graduation, hours
exempted by examination, or Advanced Placement (AP} credit hours do not count against the terms
of eligibility.

G. “Bachelor’s degree program™ is defined as an undergraduate program of swudy lcading to a
bachelor’s degree as defined by the U.S. Department of Education.

H. "Book allowance™ shall mean funds that may be applied to the student’s account for expenses
towards the cost-of-attendance including the cost of textbooks.

I “CIP Code (Classification of Instructional Program)” The U.S. Dcpartment of Education’s
standard for federal surveys and state reporting for institutional data (majors, minors, options and
courses). For the purpose of recciving the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, CIP codes have heen
approved by the Commission on Higher Education for eligible degree programs in the fields of
mathematics and science.

L “Cost-of-attendance™ as defined by Title IV Regulations and may include tition, fees, living
expenses, and other expenses such as costs related to disability or dependent care.

K. “Cost-of-tuition” shall mean the amount charged for cnrolling in credit hours of instruction and
mandatory fees assessed to all students., Other fees, charges, or cost of textbooks cannot be included.,

L. “Declared major”_shall he defined, lor the purposes of the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, as u
degree program in which a student is enrolled as a full-time, degree-seeking student. The student must




meet all requirements as stipulated by Lthe policies established by the institution and the academic
department to be enrolled as a declared major in an eligible program. Students cannot take courscs
related to a specific program without meeting institutional and departmental policies and be
considered as a declared major. Students must be enrolled as a declared major in an eligible program
that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission, Eligible programs are those listed as
such on the Commission’s wehsite.

M, “Degree-seeking student™ is defined as any full-time student enrolled in an eligible institution
which leads to the first one-year certificate, first two-year program or associate’s degree, or first
bachelor's or program of study that is structured so as not {0 require a bachelor’s degree for
acceptance into the program and leads to a graduate degree. Upon completion of the first one-year
certificate, first two-year program or associate’s degree, or first bachelor’s or program of study that is
structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a
graduale degree, the student cannot use scholarship funds o pursue a program in the same or
preceding level. Students are eligible to receive the Scholarship for a maximum of eight terms (or its
equivalent) towards an undergraduate degree, as long as all other eligibility requirements are met and
the program is approved by the Commission on Higher Bducation, Students must be enrolled in an
undergraduate depgree program in order to receive_a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE_ Scholarship
Enhancement cach academic erm. In cases where students are enrolled in a program of study that is
structured s¢ as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a
graduate degree, which will be the students’ first academic degree awarded, the students must
maintain their undergraduate status to be awarded the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement, with the exception of students declaring @ major in the Master’'s of Science in
Physician Assistant Studics Program, the Master’s of Science in Cytology and Biosciences Program
and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the University of South Carolina-Columbia and the Medical
University_of South Carolina. Students who have been awarded a bachelor’s degree or graduate
degree are not eligible to be awarded a LIFE Scholarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.
Students enrelled in an approved five-year degree program may be cligible o receive a LIFE
Scholarship for a fifth year of tuli-time, undergraduate work and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
for a fourth year of full-time undergraduate coursework,

N. “Eligible insutution” shall be deflined, solely for the purposes of the annual credit hour
requirement and the LIFE GPA calculation, as an accredited public or independent postsecondary,
degree-granting institution located in-state or out-of-state. The institution must be accredited by an
agency recogmized by the U.S. Department of Education for participation in federally funded financial
aid programs. This list may be found on the US Department of Education’s website,

0. “Eligible program of study” is defined as a program of study leading to: 1) at least a one-year
educational program that leads to a first certificate or other recognized educational credential (e.g.,
diploma); 2} the first associate’s degree; 3) at least a two-year program that is acceptable for full
credit towards a bachelor’s degree; 4) the first bachelor's degree; or 5) a progrum of study that is
structurcd so as nol to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a
graduate degree. Students are eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of eight terms
(or its equivalent) towards an undergraduate degree as long as all eligibility requirements are met and
the program is approved by the Commission on Higher Education. Students who have been awarded
a_bachclor’s or graduate desree are not cligible for Scholarship or Enhancement funding. Students
enrolled in an approved five-year degree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship for a
fifth year of full-time, undergraduate work and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a fourth vear of
full-time undergraduate coursework.

P. “Eligible degree program/Qualifying degree program” shall be defined, for the purposes of the




LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, as a degree program in mathematics or science as approved by the
SC Commission on Higher Education. These programs shall include science and mathematics

disciplines, computer science or informational technology, engineering, scicnce education, math
education and hcalth care and related disciplines including medicine and dentistry as defined by the
Commission_on Higher Education. Enrollment in a minor does not meet the reguirement of an
eligible degree program for a LIFE Scholarship FEnhancement. Students must be entolled as a
declared major in an eligible program that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission.
Eligible programs must be approved by the South Carolina Commission on Hisher Education.
Eligible/Qualifying programs arc those listed as such on the Commission’s website.

Q. “Felonies™ shall be defined as a crimes classitied under Statc statute {16-1-10) and typically
require imprisonment for more than one year.

K. “Fifth year/senior year” shall mean any student who is enrolled in his or her ninth or tenth
semester of full-time, undergraduate coursework in an approved five-yvear program following high
school graduation. The student is in his/her fifth vear of consecutive, full-time collese enrollment
based on the student’s initial date of college enrollment after graduation from high school,

S. “First vear student/Freshman” is defined as any student who is enrolled as a first year student in
his or her first or second semester of undergraduate coursework [ollowing high school graduwation.

T. *Fourth year/senior year” shall mean seventh or eighth semester of full-time, undergraduate
coursework following high school gruduation. The student is in_his/her fourth year of cansecutive,

full-time college enrollment based on the student’s initial date of college enrollment after eraduation
from high school.

U. “Full-time student” shall mean a student who has matriculated into an eligible program of study
and who enrolls tull-time, usually fiftcen credit hours for fall and spring terms or twelve credit hours
for fall, eight credit hours for winter, and twelve credit hours for spring trimester terms. The student
must earn an average of thirty credit hours per academic year to reccive a LIFE Scholarship. In order
for the student Lo be eligible for Scholarship disbursement, the student must be enrolled full-time at
the home institution as stipulated by Title IV Regulations, except that credit hours may not include
remedial/developmental, continuing education, and non-degree credit courses for an associate’s
degree or higher,

V. “General Educational Development (GED) Diploma” is defined as a GED high school diploma
that was completed in South Carolina or outside of the state while the student was a dependent of a
legal resident of South Carolina who had custody or paid child support and college expenses of the
dependent GED diploma student. A student who earns a GED diploma cannot receive a LIFE
Scholarship during his/her initial year (or equivalent) of college cnrollment but may earn the
scholarship in subsequent years, '

W. “High school” is defined as a high school located in South Carolina, an approved home school
program as defined in the State Statute, (Sections 539-65-40, 45, and 47) or a preparatory high school
located outside of the state while the student is a dependent of a legal resident of South Carolina who
has custody or pays child support and coilege expenses of the dependent high school stadent in
accordance with State Statute 59-112-10. A "preparatory high school" (out-of-state) is defined as a
school recognized by the state in which the school is located Lo offer curricula through the twelfth
grade and prepares students for college entrance.

X. “Home institution” shall mean the institution where the student is currently enrolled as a degree-




seeking student and may be eligible for financial aid at the same institution.

Y. "Independent institutions/private institutions" are those institutions eligible to participate in the
South Careling Tuition Grants Program as delined in Chapter 113 of Title 39 of the 1976 Code,
which stipulates that an “independent institution of higher lcarning means any independent
eleemosynary junior or senior college in South Carolina which is accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools; or an independent bachelor’s level institution chartered before
1962 whose major campus and headquarters are located within South Carolina; or an independent
hachelor’s level institution which  was incorporated in its original charter in 1962, was granted a
license to operate in 1997 by the Commission on Higher Education, has continucd o maintain a
campus in South Carolina, and is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.
Institutions whose sole purpose is religious or theological training or the granting of professional
degrees do not meet the definition of ‘public or independent institution” for purposes of this chapter.”

Z. “Ineligible degree program” shall be defined, for the purposes of the LIFE Scholarship

Enhancement, as a degree program that is not included on the Commission’s posted list of approved
eligible programs and assigned a CIP code.

AA, “Intiaf college enrollment” shall mean the first time the student raatrietiates enrolls into a
postsecondary degree-granting institution after high school graduation, completion of a GED/Adult
Education Program or completion of an approved home school program. The terms of eligibility and
the annual credit hour requirement are based upon initial college enrcllment and continuous
enrollment. This means that students must adhere to the 30 credit hour requirement even i they have
a break in enrollment. Any break in enrollment (excluding summer) will also count against the terms
of eligibility.

BB. “LIFE GPA” shall be defined as the cumulative grade point average calculation that ingludes
credit hours and grades eamed at all eligible institutions based on a 4.0 scale. The LIFE grade point
average must not include attempted credit hours earned for continuing education courses, non-degree
credit courses for an associate's degree or higher and remedial/developmental courses. See Section
62-900.55 for the steps to calculate the “LIFE GPA."

CC.  “LIFE Scholarship recipient” is defined as a student who meets _all of the eligibility
requirements to receive a LIFE Scholarship and is awarded LIFE Scholarship funds during a given
academic year. Students who meet the eligibility requirements for a LIFE Scholarship but do not
reccive any LIFE Scholarship funds, due (o the cost of attendance being met by other sources of
financial aid, do not meet the definition of a LIFE Scholarship recipient.

DD. “Military mobilization™ is defined as a situation in which the U.S. Department of Defense
orders members of the United States Armed Forces to active duty away from thelr normal duty
aqﬁlgnment durlng a time of war or national cmergency.

EE. “Misdemeanor offenses™ shall be defined as a crimes classified under State statute (16-1-100)
which are typically punishable by fine or imprisonment for less than one year. A complete listing is
located in title 16 of State statule. Examples of alcohol and drug misdemeanors in South Carolina
include but are not limited to possesston of alcohol under the age of 21, possession of
marijuanafillegal drugs, open-container, transfer of alcohol to person under 21, false information as to
age (fake TD), etc.

FF. “Non-degree credit courses” shall be defined as courses that count towards graduation in a
certificate or diploma program only. Non-degree credit courses must not be used in the “LIFE GPA”




calculation or towards the annual credit hour requircment for an associate’s degree or higher.

GG. A “one-year educational program” is defined as an undergraduatc program of study leading to
recognized credentials (c.g., certificates or diplomas}, as defined by the U.S. Department of Education
for participation in federally funded financial aid programs and which prepares students for gainful
employment in recognized occupations.

HH. “Privalc institutions” are those institutions eligible to participate in the South Carolina Tuition
Grants Program as defined in Chapter 113 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code, which stipulates that an
“independent institution of higher learning means any independent eleemosynary junior or senior
college in South Carolina which is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools;
or an_indcpendent bachelor’s level institution chartered before 1962 whose major campus and
headquarters are located within South Carolina; or an independent bachelor’s level institution which
was incorporated in its original charter in 1962, was granted a license to operate in 1997 by the
Commission on Higher Education, has continued to maintain a campus in South Carolina, and is
accrediled by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. Tnstitulions whose sole purpose is
religious or theological training or the granting of professional degrees do not meet the definition of
‘public or independent institution” for purposes of this chapter.”

II. “Program of study that is structured so as not to requirc a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into
the program and leads to a graduate degree”, which will be the student’s first academic degree
awarded. Students arc cligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of cight terms (or its
equivalent) and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a maximum of six terms (or its equivalent) as
long as all other eligibility requirements arc met and the program is approved by the Commission on
Higher Education. Students who have been awarded a bachelor’s or graduate degree are not eligible
for Scholarship funding. Students must maintain their undergraduate status in order to receive a LIFE
Scholarship and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement each academic term, with the exception of students
declaring a major in the Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Studies Program, the Master’s of
Science in Cytology and Biosciences Program and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the University
of South Carolina-Columbia and the Medical University of South Carolina,

Ji. “Public institutions™ arc inslitutions of higher learning as defined in Chapter 103 of Title 59 of
the 1976 Code, which stipulates "public higher education shall mean any state supported
postsecondary educational institution and shall include technical and comprehensive educational
institutions.”

KK. “Remedial/developmental coursework™ shall mean sub-collegiate level preparatory courses in
English, mathematics, reading and any courses classified as remedial by the institution where the
course is taken,

LL. “Satistactory academic progress™ shall be defined as the academic progress in the declared
major as required by the institution and academic department in which the student is carolled as a
full-time, degree-secking student. The student must meel all requirements for satisfactory academic
progress towards completion of the declared major as cstablished by the policies of both the
institution and academic department in which the student is enrolled 1o meet the requirements of
satisfactory academic progress.

MM. “Second year/sophomore year” shall mcan any student who is enrolled in his or her third or
fourth_semester of full-time, undergraduate coursework following high school graduation. The
student is in his/her second year of consecutive, full-time college enrollmeni based on the student’s
initial date of college enrcliment aftcr graduation from high school,




NN. “South Carolina resident” shall be defined as an individual who satislies the requirements of
residency in accordance with the State of South Carolina State Statute for Tuition and Fees, Section
59-112-10 and all related guidelines and regulations promulgated by the Commission on Higher
Education as established by the institutional residency officer each academic year.

00. *“Third year/junior vear” shall mean the fifth or sixth semester of full-time, undergraduate
coursework following high school graduation. The student is enrolled in his/her third year of
consecutive, full-time enrollment based on the siudent’s initial date of college enrollment after

gradualion [rom high school.

PP. “3 plus 2 programs” is defined, for the purposes of the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, as a
program (typically an engineering major) in which a student completes three vears of a baccalaureate
program at one institution, at which time the student transfers to a second institution and completes
the remaining two years of an underpraduate degree program. When the student completes the fourth
year of enrollment, credit hours_are transferred back to the initial institution, which confers the first
baccalaureate degree (e.g., physics) using articulated credits from the second institution. At the end
of the second vear of enrollment at the second institution, the student receives the second
baccalaureate degree {e.g., engineering). 3 plus 2 programs for the purposes of receiving the LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement shall be defined and approved by the SC Comrmmission on Higher
Education. Students must be enrolled as a declared major in an eligible program that is approved and
assigned a CIP code by the Commission. Enroilment in a minor does not meet the requirement of an
eligible deeree program for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement award.

QQ.  “Transfer student” shall be defined as a student who has changed enrollment from one
institution to a SC public or independent institution,

RR. “Subslantially deviates” shall be defined, for the purposcs of reviewing out-of-stale
preparatory high school grading scales, as_being less than equivalent to the 2007 Unitorm_Grading
Policy.

62-1200.10 Student Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A.Tao be eligible for a LIFE Scholarship, students must:

1. Be a U.S. citizen or a legal permanent resident that meets the definition of an eligible non-
citizen under State Residency Statutes; and

2. Be a South Carolina resident for in-state purposes at the time of high school graduation and at
the time of enrollment at the institution, as set forth by Section 59-112-10, and be either a member of
a class graduating from a high school localed in this Stale, or a4 student who has successlully
completed at least three of the final four vears of high school within this State, or a home school
student who has successfully completed a high school home school program in this State in the
manner required by law, or a student graduating from a preparatory high school outside this State,
while a dependent of « parent or guardian who is a legal resident of this State and has custody of the
dependent according to State Statute, Section 59-149-50A or a student whose parent or guardian has
served in or has retired from one of the United States Armed Forces within the last four years, paid
income taxes in this State for a majority of the years of service, and is a resident of this State;

3. Meet two of the following three criteria it a first-time entering freshman at an eligible four-




yedr institution:

a. Farn a comulative 3.0 grade point average (GPA) based on the Uniform Grading Scale
(UGS) upon high school graduation. No other grading policy will be allowed to qualify for the LIFE
Scholarship. Grade point averages must be reported to two decimal places {minimum) and may not
be rounded. For example, a student who earns a 2.99 GPA is not eligible. lnstitutions shall usc the
final GPA as reported on the official transeript.

b. Score at least an 1100 on the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) or an equivalent ACT score
of 24, Test scores will be accepted through the June national test administration of the SAT and
ACT during the year of high school graduation. The student must use the highest SAT Math score
combined with the highest SAT Critical Reading scorc (formerly known as the Verbal score). It is
permissible to select scores from different test administrations in order (o obtain the qualifying
composite score. Students cannot use the Writing subsection score to obtain the qualifying composite
score. The composite ACT score must be based upon one test administration.

¢. Rank in the top thirty percent of the gradualing class consisting of high school diploma

candidates only. The rank must also be based on the UGS only, Ranking percentages must be
reported to two decimal places (minimum) and may not be rounded. For example, a student who has
a class rank of 13 of 43 (13/43 x 100 = 30.23%) will not rank in the top thirty percent of the class
since 3(1.23% is not within thirty pereent. To determine the top thirty percent for graduating classes
with three or less students, the student who is ranked number one in the class would be considered in
the top thirty percemt for LIFE Scholarship eligibility. Institutions shall usc the final ranking as
reported by the high school on the official transcript. If a student is a member of an approved home
school association that ranks, a ranking report must be attached to the official transcript.

d. For the purposes of meeting the rank criterion, the existing high scheool rank of a
South Carolina resident attending an out-of-state high school may be used provided it is calculated

pursuant 1¢ a state-approved, standardized grading scale at the respective out-of-state high school. I
the eligibic South Carolina Commission on Higher Education determines that a state-approved
standardized grading scale substantially deviates from the 8.C. Uniform Grading Policy (UGP), the
state-approved, standardized grading scale shall not be used to mect the cligibility requirements for
the LIFE Scholarship. The guidance counselor from the out-of-state preparatory school also has the
option of converting the cumulative GPAs of all students in the applicant’s class to the S.C. UGP to
determine if the student ranks within the 1op thirly percent of the class. To be considered eguivalent
to the SC UPG, the out-of-state school's prading scale must adhere to the following minimum

requirements:

1) Must include all courses carrving Carnegie wvnits, including units earned at the middle
school and high school level;

2} To be equivalent to an “A” letter grade, the numerical average must be > 93: to be
equivalent to a “B” letter grade the numerical average must be between 85 and 92: to be
cquivalent o a “C” letter grade the numerical average must be between 77 and 84: ta be
equivalent to a “D” letter grade the numerical average must be between 70 and 76; and to be
equivalent to a “F” letter grade the numerical average must be between 62 and 69 (f a course
with a numerical average of < 62 is considered passing by the high school the student eamed the
grade, then a 73 numerical average should be given):

3) Cannot add more than one half {.50) additional quality point for honors courses:
cannot add more than one additional guality point for dual enrollment (DE) courses, Advanced




Placcment (AP) courses, and standard level International Baccalaureate (IB) courses: and, cannot
add more than two additional guality points for higher level TR courses;

4) Must classify all other courses as College Preparatory if they are not already classified

as honors, DE, AP or IB, For g class to be classified as honors, the course must be in English,
mathematics, science or social studies or be the third/fourth level for all other content areas; and.,

5) If no numerical average is available, all letter grades must be converted to the
equivalent numerical average based on the following: all “A” letter grades must be converted to
4 96 numerical average, all “B” letter grades must be converted to a 88 numerical average, all
“C” letter grades must be converted to a 80 numerical average, all *D” letter grades must be
converted to a 73 numerical average, and all “F” numerical averages must be converted a 61
numerical average.

4. Farn a cumulative 3.0 grade point average (GPA) on the Uniform Grading Scale upon high
school graduation and score at least an 1100 on the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT ) or an
equivalent ACT score of 24 if a first-time entering freshman graduwates from a non-ranking South
Carolina high school, non-ranking South Carolina approved home school association or out-of-state
preparatory high school and attends an eligible four-year institution;

5. Earn a cumulative 3.0 grade point average ((GPA) upon high school graduation on the
Uniform Grading Scale if a first-time entering freshman at an eligible two-year or technical
institution. No other grading policy will be allowed to qualify for the LIFE Scholarship. Grade point
ratios must he reported to two decimal places (minimum) and may not be rounded. For example, a
student who earns a 2.99 GPA 15 not ehigible. Institutions shall use the final GPA as reported hy the
high school on the official transcript;

6. Be admitied, corolled (ull-time, and classified as 4 degree-seeking student at a public or
independent institution in South Carolina;

7. Certify that he/she has never been adjudicated delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or nolo

contendere to any felonies or any second or subsequent alcohol/drug related offenses under the laws
of this or any other state or under the laws of the United States in order to_be eligible for a LIFE
Scholarship, except that a high school or college student otherwise qualified who has been
adjudicated delinquent or has been convicted or pled guilty or nolo contendere to a second or
subsequent alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor offense nevertheless shall be eligible or continue to
be cligible for such scholarships afler the expiration of one academic year from the date of the
adjudication, conviction, or plea by submitting an atfidavit cach academic ycar to the institution.
However, a high school or college student who has been adjudicated delinquent, convicted, or pled
guilty or nolo contendere to a second alcohol/drug related misdemeanor offense is ineligible for the
next academic year of enrollment at an eligible institution after the date of the adjudication,
conviction or plea. If the adjudication, conviction, or plea occurs during the academic year after the
student has already submitted a signed affidavit to the institution, the student will be eligible to
receive the Scholarship the remainder of the academic year. However, the student will be ineligible
for the Scholarship the following entire academic year of enrollment. If a student completes a pretrial
intervention program and has his/her record expunged the conviction will not affect Scholarship
eligibility; and

8. Certify that he/she has not defaulted and does not owe a refund or repayment on any federal or
state financial aid. If a student has an Instituional Student Information Record (ISTR) or its
equivalent on file, the ISIR information will be used to verity default status or rcfund/repayment
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owed on any Federal or State financial aid. Students who have not completed a Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) musl have an affidavit on file to verify that he/she is not in default and
does not owe a refund or repayment on any Federal or State financial aid including, state
grants/scholarships, Federal Pell Grant, Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant, Perkins Loan
and Federal Stafford Loan.

B. Any credit hours aticmpied or camned before high school graduation, hours exempted by
examination, or Advanced Placement (AP) credit hours do not count against the terms of eligibility as
provided in State Statute, Section 59-149-60. The credit hours carncd before high school graduation
can be used toward the credit hour requirement. Credit hours earned through CLEP or AP will be
used toward the credit hour requirement.

C. Service members of the United States Armed Forces will not be penalized for any credit hours
carncd while on active duty. The credit hours earned on active duty will not count against the terms of
eligibility, but will be used towards the annual credit hour requirement.

D. First-time entering freshmen will not be penalized for any credit hours earned during the
summer session immediately prior to the student’s initial college enrollment. The credit hours earned
will not counl against the terms of eligibility. The credit hours may be used toward the annual credit
hour requirement,

E. Students who complete their high school graduation requirements prior to the official
graduation date reported on the final high school transeript may he cligible to receive the LIFE
Scholarship dependent on the approval of the Commission on Higher Education (CHE)., The student
must complete and submit an Barly Graduation Application, an official high school transcript, an
official letter from the high school principal verifying that he/she has met all graduation requirements,
and SAT/ACT scores (if attending a four-year institution) by the established deadline. Early graduates
cannot use class rank in order to qualify for the LIFE Scholarship at four-ycar institutions for the
spring semcester since the class has not officially graduated. A student may use class rank to receive
the Scholarship after the class officially graduates. Early graduates who enroll mid-year (spring term)
and are awarded the LIFE Scholarship through the Farly Graduation process will officially begin their
initial college enroliment. In order to receive the LIFE Scholarship the next academic year, the
student must earn a2 minimum of fifteen credit hours and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” at the end of the
academic year. The student will be eligible to receive the maximum number of terms of eligibility
based on initial college enrollment. If a student does not submit an early graduation application for
the spring term and has not officially graduated, the student should not have received the LIFE
Scholarship and that term will not count against his/her terms of Scholarship eligibility.

F. First-time entering freshmen who enroll mid-year (spring semester) are eligible for the LIFE
Scholarship it they qualitied upon high school graduation.

G. LIFE Scholarship funds may not be applied to the cost of continuing education,
remedial/dcvelopmental or non-degree credit courses for an associate’s degree or higher. Twelve
credit hours of the courscload must be non-remedial/developmental, non-continning education or
degree-credit courses for an associate’s degree or higher in order to receive LIFE Scholarship funds.
Continuing  education, non-degree credit for an associac’s degree or higher and
remedial/developmental courses will not be included in the “LIFE GPA” or credil hour calculations.

H. Non-degree credit hours shall be used to meet the full-time eligibility criteria for a diploma or

certificate program only. Students must sign an affidavit certifying that they understand that non-
degree credit hours will not be used in calculating the “LIFE GPA” or credit hour requirements if they
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arc enrolled in an Associate’s degree or higher,

I. First-time entering freshmen attending an eligible two-year or technical college who enroll full-
time in remedial/developmental courses during the first term(s) will not be eligible for Scholarship
funds during this period. Credit hours eamed during the terms) of remedial/developmental
enrollment will not be used to determine remaining Scholarship eligibility at the completion of
remediation unless the student has completed at least twelve credit hours of non-
remedial/developmental coursework each term of enrollment. The student will be eligible for the
Scholarship for the term following completion of remediation if the student was eligible o receive the
LIFE Scholarship upen high school graduation, It the student requires more than one academic year
of remedial/developmental coursework, then he/she will not be eligible for the LIFE Scholarship the
term after completion of remediation, If the student was not eligible for the Scholarship upon high
school graduation, the student must meet the conditions set forth in Section J below in order to gain
the LIFE Scholarship.

J. Students who do not meet the scholarship eligibility requirements upon high school graduation
and enroll full-time in remedial/developmental courses must meet the scholarship eligibility
requirements (earn a 3.0 “LIFE GPA™ and earn an average of thirty credit hours for the academic
year) at the end of the first year of enrollment in non-remedial/developmental courses to be eligible to
receive the scholarship for the second year of enrollment in non-remedial/developmental courses.

K. Students receiving a LIFE Scholarship are not eligible to receive a Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship, SC HOPE Scholarship or Lottery Tuition Assistance.

L. Students who have already been awarded their first bachelor’s degree or graduate degree are not
eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship. In cases where students are enrolled in a program of study
that is structured s0 as not to require a bachelor’s degree [or acceplance inlo the program and leads 1o
a_graduate degree, which will he the stndents’ first academic degree awarded, the students must
maintain their undergradugte status in order to receive a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement each academic term, with the exception of students majoring in the Master’s of Science
in Physician Assistant Studies Program, Master's_of Science in Cytology and Biosciences Program
and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the University of South Carolina-Columbia and the Mcdical
Umiversity of South Carolina.

M. All documents required for determining LIFE Scholarship eligibility must be submitted to the
institution by their established deadline(s). Students must submit official transcripts from all previous
and current institutions, which provide evidence o calculate the “TIFE GPA.” detcrmine initial
college enrollment and carncd annual credit hour requirement. Students that complete coursework at
another institution at any time during the academic year (fall, spring, summer) must submit an official
transcript to the home institution at the end of the academic year to determine eligibility for the LIFE
Scholarship. :

N. First-time entering freshmen who attended out-of-state preparatory high schools or graduated
from a SC high school prior to the full implementation of the Uniform Grading Scale in 2004 (if the
high school had not already converted to UGS) must have their high school transcript converted by a
designated official appointed by the Commission on Higher Education to the UGS in order to qualify
tor the LIFE Scholarship. Any fees and requirements for the conversion are the responsibility of the
student. Students who attended high school out-of-state must meet the South Carolina residency
requirement.

0. To be cligible for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement each academic vear, the student must:
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1. Meet all of the eligibility requirements at the end of each academic vear to receive a LIFE
Scholarship as stipulated by state law and regulalion and be a recipient of LIFE Scholarship funds at
the time of LIFE Scholarship Enhancement dishursement. The studemt must receive the underlying
LIFE Scholarship;

2. Be enrolled as a full-time, degree-seeking student in a declared major of science or
mathematics in an eligible program that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission on
Higher Education at the time of disbursement of LIFE Scholarship Enhancemenl {funds, Eligible
programs include degrees awarded in math and science fields, computer science or informational
technology, engineering, science education, math education and healthcare and related disciplines
including medicine and dentistry. The student must mect all requirements for satisfactory academic
progress towards completion of the declared major as estahlished by the policies of both the
institution and the academic department in which the student is enrolled;

3. Beenrolled at an climible four-year public or independent institution located in South
Carolina;

4. Effective for the 2007-08 academic year only, all students who are enrolled at a four-year
institution as 4 sophomore. junior or senior must meet the continued eligibility requirements of
earning a minimum average ol 30 credit hours and a minimum 3.0 LIFE GPA as stipulated by law
and regulation for the LIFE Scholarship by the cnd of cach academic year, be a recipient of LIFI
Scholarship funds, and be enrolled as a full-time, degree-seeking student in a declarcd major of

science or mathematics in an eligible program that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the

Commission on Higher Education at the time of disbursement of LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
funds. These students may conlinue 1o receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for their remaining

terms of eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship. To be awarded a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement each
year, these students must meet all requirements for the LIFE Scholarship and he enrolled as & full-
time, degree-seeking student in a declared major of science or mathematics in an eligible program

that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission on Iligher [ducation at the time of
disbursement of LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds;

5. Beginning with the Fall 2007 freshman class and thereafter, all students must have
successfully completed a total of at least fourteen credit hours of instruction in mathematics and life

and physical science ¢courses, in any combination, by the end of the student’s first year of enrollment
in college (based on initial date of college enrollment). For purposes of meeting the required
minimum level of instruction in mathematics and life and physical science courses during a student's
first year, Exempted Credit Hours, College Level Examination Program (CLEP), Dual Enrollment
Pass/Fail courses with a grade of “Pass™ (only), International Baccalaureate (IB) courses and
Advanced Placement (AP) courscs in mathematics and life and physical sciences taken in high school
in_which the student scored a three or more on the advanced placement test and received collese
credit may count toward the fulfillment of this minimum requirement. The Commission will issue a
list of eligible courses by CIP code for determining eligible coursework to meet the fourteen credit
hour requirement. Remedial/developmental, continuing education, non-degree credit coursework and
credit hours earned for courses taken afier the end of the student’s first vear of college enrollment

cannot be used to meet the specified minimum fourteen credit hour course level requirement to_gain
eligibility to receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement;

6. Meet the continued eligibility requirements for the LIFE Scholarship of a minimum 3.0
LIFE GPA and a minimum average of 30 credit hours by the end of each academic vear:
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7. Be in the second, third or fourth year of full-time enrollment (hased on initial date of
college enrollment after high school graduation) at an eligible four-vear public or independent
institution in South Carolina. Students enrolled full-time in an eligible, approved five-year degree
rooram may also be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in their fifth vear of college
enrollment (based on initial date of college enrollment); and

8. Students who initially enroll in college mid-vear (i.e., spring term) as a freshman and meet
the _reguirements under Section 62-1200,10 may be ehgible to receive a LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement at the beginning of the spring term of the next academic year (i.c., beginning with the
third consecutive term of full-time enrollment based on inital date of college enrollment). The
student must earn a minimum average of 15 ¢redit hours and a 3.0 LIFE GPA to be awarded a LIFE
Scholarship the following academic yvear and a minimum average of 30 credit hours by the end of the
first academc year (1.c., by the end of the Tall term or second consceutive erm of full-ime enrollment
based on initial date of college enrollment) of enrollment to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
beginning the spring term of the second. third and/or fourth vear of college enroilment.

P. The LIFE Schoelarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement are to be annual awards. Half of the
Scholarship and Enhancement funds arc 1o be dishursed in the fall and half arc to be disbursed in the

program during the same academic year shall not receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement until the
beginning of the next academic vear (i.e., fall term). Students who change their major from an eligible
desree program (o an inelisible degree program dunng the same academic year may conlinue (o
receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement during the current academic year; however, the student

cannot be awarded the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement the next academic vear of enrollment in an
ineligible degree program.

62-1200.15 Continued Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. Students must meet the following criteria to renew eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship:

1. Continue to meet all eligibility requirements as stated in the “Student Eligihility” Section;
2. Earn at least a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” by the end of the academic vear; and
3. Meet the annual credit hour requirement {or its equivalent) by the end of the academic
year based on initial college enroliment:
(a) carn a minimum of 30 (or the cquivalent) eredit hours if entering the sccond year; or
(b} earn a minimum of 60 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the third year; or
{c) earn a minimum of 90 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the fourth vear; or
{d} earn a minimum of 120 (or its equivalent) credit hours if entering the fifth year of an
approved five-year bachelor’s degree program.

B. Students who meet the continued eligibility requirements by the end of the spring term and
who enroll in Maymester or summer term will not be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship if their
cumulative grade point average falls below the minimum 3.0 “LIFE GPA” requirement by the end of
the summer term.

C. Students who imuially enroll in college mid-year (spring term) may be eligible to receive the
LIFE Schalarship the next academic year, if the student earns a minimum of fifteen (15) credit hours
and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” at the cnd of the academic ycar. For subscquent years, the student must mect
the annual credit hour requirement and 3.0 LIFE GPA for renewal:

(a) earn a minimum of 45 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the fourth semester based
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on initial college enrollment; or

(b) earn a minimum ol 75 (or the equivalent} credit hours if entering the sixth semester based on
initial college enrollment; or

(¢) earn a minimum of 105 (or the equivalent) credit hours if cniering the eighth semester based
on initial college enrollment; or

(d) carn a minimum of 135 (or its equivalent) credit hours if entering the tenth semester of an
approved five-year bachelor’s degree program based on initial college enrollment.

The student may be eligible to receive the maximum number of terms of cligibility based on initial
college corollment.

D. Students must meet the following criteria to rencw cligibility for the LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement:

1. Continue to meel all eligibility requirements as stated in the “Student
Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and the I.TFE Scholarship Enhancement” Section;

2. Be a recipient of LIT'E Scholarship funds at the time of LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
disburscment; and

3. Be enrolled full-time at an cligible four-ycar public or independent institution as a declared
major in an eligible science or mathematics program as stipulated under Section 62-1200.10.

E. Siudcnts who meet the continued eligibility requirements by the end of the spring term and who
enroll in_Maymester or summer term will not be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship

requirement by the end of the summer term resulting in ineligibility for 1 LIFE Scholarship. Students
who _do not meet the continued eligibility requirements to receive the LIFE Scholarship cannot
receive a Scholarship or LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for the following academic year.

[*. The student may be eligible to receive the maximum number of terms of eligibility (i.e., six
consecutive terms} for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement starting the second vear of college

cnrollment {(based on initial date of college enrollment after high school graduation).

62-1200.20  Terms of Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. The maximum number of terms of eligibility is based on the student’s initial college enrollment
with the cxception of the summer term immediately prior to the student’s initial college cnrollment
and up to one academic ycar of full-time enrollment in remedial/developmental coursework.

B. Students may receive a LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of two terms for a one-year
educational program, four terms for an associate’s degree program or at least a two-year program that
is acceptable for full credit towards a bachelor's degree, eight terms (or its equivalent) towards the
first bachelor’s degree or program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degrec
for acceptance into the program and leads to a graduatc degree program or ten consecutive terms
towards an approved five-year bachelor’s degree program. (See chart in “C” below.) In cases where
students are enrolled in a program of study that is structured so as not to_require a bachelor’s degree
for acceptance into the program and leads to a graduvate degree, which will be the students’ first
academic degree awarded, such students must maintain their undergraduate status to be awarded the
LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement cach academic term, with the exception of
students majoring in the Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Studics Program, the Master's of
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Science in Cytology and Biosciences Program and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at (he University
of South Carolina-Columbia and the Medical University of South Carolina, Students who have
already been awarded their first bachelor’s degree or graduate degree are not eligible to be awarded a
LIFE Schelarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students are eligible to receive the LIFE

Scholarship for 8 maximum of eight consecutive terms {or iis equivalent) and 1 LIFE Scholarshi

Enhancement tor a maxinmum of six consecutive terms (or its equivalent), as long as all other
eligibility requirements are met and the program is approved bv the Commission on Higher
Education,

C. If 4 student pursuves the following program, the terms of eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship will
be based upon the student’s initial college enrollment:

Average Credit Hours Earned at the End of Each Academic Year

‘Maximum '

Terms of |1st Year =30 credit 2nd Year =60 credit 3rd Year = 80 4th Year = 120 Fifth Year
Degree/Program  Eligibility hours ) hours | credithours | credithours | = 150 credit ho

) Terms of Remaining Eligibility at the End of Each Academic Year
One-year Certificate/ _
Diploma 2 0 | 0 Q 0 Q
Associate/Two-year
Program 4 | 2 0 | ¢ 0 0
Bachelor/First : ’
Professional | 8 ! 8 4 2 0 0
Approved Five-year :
Bachelor 10 | B 6 4 2 0

D. The maximum number of terms of eligibility for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement is based on
the student’s continued eligibility for a LIFE Scholarship and beginning with the student’s second
vear of collese enrollment (based on _initial date of college enroliment), with the exception of the
summer lerm immediately prior o the student’s initial college enrollment and up to one academic
year of full-time enrollment in remedial/developmental coursework.

E. Students mayv receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a maximum of six consecutive
terms_(i.e., three academic vears) for a first bachelor's degree in an eligible program or an eligible
program of study that is structured so as not to reguire a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the
program and leads to a praduate degree program, and eight consecuttve terms (i.e., four academic
years) towards an approved five-year bachelor’s degree program and six consecutive terms towards a
3 plus 2 progsram. Students must be enrolled in an eligible four-vear public or independent institution
in South Carolina as a declared major in an eligible science or mathemalics major or an eligible
program that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission on Higher Education. In cases
where students are enrolled in a program of study that is structured 50 as not to require a bachelor’s
degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a graduate degree, which will be the students’
first academic degree awarded, students must maintain thelr undereraduate stalus o be awarded the
LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, with the exception of students declaring a
major in the Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Studies Program, the Master’s of Science in
Cytology and Biosciences Program and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the University of South
Carolin1-Columbia and the Medical Universily of South Carolina. Students who have already been
awarded their first bachelor’s degree or graduate degree are not eligible to he awarded a LIFE
Scholarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students are eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship
for a maximum of eight consecutive terms (or its equivalent) and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
for a maximum of six consecutive terms {or its equivalent) towards an undergraduate degree, as long
as_all other elimihility requircments arc met and the program is approved by the Commission on
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Highcr Education. Students enrolled in an approved five-year degree program may be eligible to
receive a LIFE Scholarship [or a fifth year of full-time, undergraduate work and a LIFE Schaolarship
Enhancement for a fourth year of full-time undergraduate coursework.

62-1200.25 Regaining or Eaming Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. Students who were not initially eligible upon high school graduation or [ailed to meet the
continued eligibility requirements may carn or regain eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship if they:

1. Meet ail eligibility requirements as stated in the “Student Eligibility” Section:
2. Earn at least a 3.0 “"LIFE GPA” by the end of the academic year;

4. Meet the annual credit hour requirement by the end of the academic year based on initial
college cnrollment:

(a) earn a minimum of 30 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the second year; or

{b} earn a minimum of 60 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the third year; or

{c¢) carn a4 minimum of 90 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the fourth year: or

(d) earn a minimum of 120 (or its equivalent) credit hours if entering the fifth year of an
approved five-year bachelor’s degree program.

(e) earn the required number of credit hours as stated in Section 62-1200.25 (C) for students
who initially enroll mid-year.

B. A student who has earned a GED diploma may be eligible to earn the LIFE Scholarship at the
end of the first academic year of a non-GED program. The student must meet the annuat credit hour
requirement (or equivalent) and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” at (he end of the first academic year. To qualify
for subsequent years, the student must meet all eligibility requircments as stated in Section A above.

C. A student who has graduated from a homeschool association not approved by the state of South
Carolina may be eligible ta earn the LIFE Scholarship at the end of the first academic year bused on
initial college enrollment. The student must meet the annual credit hour requirement ¢or equivalent)
and a4 3.0 “LIFE GPA" at the end of the first academic ycar. The student may also qualify i
subsequent ycars by meeling all eligibility requirements as stated in Section A above.

D. Students who initiatly enroll in college mid-year (spring term) may be eligible to reccive the
LIFE Scholarship the next academic year, if the student carns a minimum of fifteen credit hours and
earns a cumulative 3.0 “LIFE GPA” at the end of the academic ycar. For subsequent years, the
student must-meet the annual credit hour requirement for renewal (refer to Section 62-1200.30 (C) for
the requ1red number of credit hours for mid-year students). The student may be ehglhle to receive the
maximum number of terms of eligibility based on initial college enrollment.

E. Studcnts who were not initially eligible for a LIFE Scholarship (as stated in this section) upon
high school graduation or failed to meet the continued eligibility requirements for a LIFE Scholarship

may earn or regain eligibility for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement if they:

1. Meet all eligibility requirements as stipalated in Scction 62-1200.10 and are recipients of a
LIFE Scholarship;

2, Eamn at least a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” and meet the annual credit hour requirement by the end of
each academic year based on initial college enroltment to receive a LIFE Scholarship; and
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3. Be arecipient of LIFLE Scholarship funds at the time of LII'T: Scholarship Enhancement funds
disbursement.

62-120030  Transfer Students: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A, Students must meet all eligibility requirements for a LIFE Scholarship and for a LIFE
Scholarship Enhancemenlt s stipulated in Section 62-1200.10.

B. ‘I'ransfer students who receive the LIFE Scholarship and transfer mid-year to another institution
may be eligible to receive the Scholarship for the spring term if they met the eligibility requirements
at the end of the previous academic year (See “Transfer Student” Section B for eligibility
requircments}:

1. Freshmen who transfer mid-year to the same type of institution (two-year to two-year or four
year to four-year) must have met the Scholarship requirements of the respective institution at the
time of initial college enrollment; or

2. Freshmen who transter mid-vear from a two-year to a four-year institution must meet the
eligibility requirements of a first-time entering freshmen enrolling at a four-year institution; or

3. Freshmen who transfer mid-year (rom a four-year (o a two-year institation must. mect the
eligibility requirements of a first-time entering freshmen enrolling at a two-year institution.

C. For determining initial eligibility for transfer students for the first-time at an eligible public or
independent institution in SC, stwdents most meet the following requirements at the end of the
previcus academic year:

1. Earn a cumulative 3.0 LIFE GPA: and
2. Meet one of the following:

{a) earn a minimum of thirty credit hours (or equivalent) at all institutions if
entering the second year of college based on initial college enrollment; or

(b) earn 4 minimum of sixty credit hours (or equivalent) at all institutions if entering the third
year of college based on initial college enrollment; or

(c) earn a minimum of ninety credit hours (or equivalent) at all institutions if entering the
fourth year of college based on initial college enrollment; or

{d) earn a minimum of one hundred twenty credit hours (or equivalent) at all institutions if
entering the fifth year of college in an approved five-ycar bachelor’s degree program hased on initial
college enrollment; or '

(e} earn the required number of credit hours as stated in Section 62-900.15 (C) for students
who initiaily enroll mid-year based on initial college enrollment.

D. For eligibility in subsequent years, transfer students must earn a 3.0 LIFE GPA and meet the
annual credit hour requirement (or its equivalent) at all eligible institutions by the end of the academic
year based on initial college enrollment.

E. The institution where the student is transterring will determine the classification of the entering

transferring student based on initial college enrollment and will use this classification to determine
the remaining terms of eligibility in compliance with the “Terms of Eligibility” Section.
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E. Students transferring to an eligible public or independent four-year South Carolina institution
may b eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement if they meet the requirements under
Section 62-1200.10 and:

1. The student is a LIFE Scholarship recipient and transferring from an out-of-state institution ot
from an in-state four-year institution to an eligible public or independent four-year institution at the
end of the academic year. The student must earn a minimum 3.0 LIFE GPA and a minimum average
of 30 credit hours by the cnd of each academic vear of enrollment (based on initial date of college
enrollment) to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement beginning the fail term of the second, third
and/or_fourth year of enrollment. Transter students cnrolled full-time in an eligible, approved five-
year degree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in their fifth year of
college enrollment (based on initial date of college enrollment after high school sraduation)

2. The student is a LIFE Scholarship recipient and transferring from an out-of-state institution or
from an in-state four-year institution to an eligible public or_independent four-year institution mid-
year (i.e., spring term), The student may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for
the spring term of the second, third or fourth vear of enrollment, it the student earned a 3.0 LIFE GPA
and minimum average of 30 credit hours by (he end of each academic vear of enroliment (based on
initial date of college enrollment). Transter students enrolled full-time in an eligible, approved five-
year degree_program may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in their fifth year of
college enrollment (based on initjal date of college enrollment after high school graduation).

3. The student is a LIFE Scholarship recipient and transferring from a two-year institution to an
cligrible public or independent four-year institution al the end of the academic year. The student must
earn a 3.0 LIFE GPA and a minimum average of 30 credit hours by the end of each academic year of
enrollment (hased on initial date of college enrollment) to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
beginning the fall term_of the sccond, third and/or fourth year of enrollment. Transfer students
enrolled full-time in an eligible, approved five-year degree program may be eligible to reccive a LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement in their fifth year of collecge cnrollment (based on initial date of collewe
enrollment aftcr hizh school graduation).

4. The student is a LIFE Scholarship recipient and transferring from a two-year institution to an
cligible public or independent four-year institution mid-year (i.e., spring term). The student may be
eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for the spring term of the second, third or fourth
year of enrollment, if the student earned a 3.0 LIFE GPA and a minimum average of 30 credit hours
by the end of each academic year of enrollment (based on initial date of college enrollment). Transfer
students enrolled full-time in an eligible, approved five-year degree program may be eligible to
reccive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in their fifth year of college enrollment (based on initial

date ot college enrollment after high school graduation).

62-1200.35 Students with Disabilities: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. Students who qualify under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must meet all eligibility requircments as defined in “Student Eligibility,
Continued Eligibility, Regaining or Eaming Eligibility, or Transfer Students” Sections except for the
full-time enrollment requircment, if approved by the Disability Services Provider at the home
institution.  Students must comply with all institutional policies and procedures in accordance with
ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. It is the responsibility of the transfer student
to provide writtcn documentation concerning services from the previous institutional Disability
Services Provider.
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B. The mstitutional Disability Services Provider must provide written documentation to the Oftice
of Financial Aid prior to each academic year verifying that the student is approved to be enrolled in
less than [ull-time status or earn less than the required annual credit hours. The institution is
responsible for retaining appropriate documentation according to the “Program Administration and
Audits” Section.

C. For renewal, students who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973 must meet all requirements as stated in the “Continued Eligibility” Section, except that if a
student does not meet the annual credit hour requirement, the student must have been approved by the
institutional Disability Services Provider in the prior academic year to be enrolled in less than “full-
time” status or less than the required thirty credit hours. Each academic vear, students must complete
the required number of credit hours approved by the institutional Disability Services Provider for
LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement rencwal and carn a 3.0 “LIFE GPA"” Students
must comply with all institutional policies and procedures in accordance with ADA and Scction 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

D. Students who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 may
receive the maximum number of terms of cligibility as stated in the “Terms of Eligibility™ Scction.

E. In order to be eligible for the LII'IZ Scholarship and LIFEE Scholarship Enhancement, students
who no longer qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must comply
with all requircments sct forth under the “Student Eligihility, Continucd Ehigibility, Regaining or
Earning Eligibility, or Transfer Students” Sections.

62-1200.40 Enrollment in Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs and
National and International Student Exchange Programs: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement

A, Students enrolled in internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or National
or International Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the
home institution accepts as full-time transfer credit are eligible to receive LIFE Scholarship and LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement funds during the period in which the student is enrolled in such programs.
Students will be required to meet the continued eligibility requirements.

B. Eligible students may use the appropriated portion of LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement funds for internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs or National or
International Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the home
institution accepts as full-time transfer ¢redit, LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
funds must be paid directly to the student’s account at the home institution and cannot exceed the
cost-of-attendance at the home mstilution or the cost-of-attendance at the host institution, whichever
is less. The Commission on Higher Education will not transfer LIFE Scholarship or LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement funds directly to the institution where the student will participate in
internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs or National or International Student
Exchange Programs. The institution is responsible {or LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement funds according to the *Policies and Procedures for Awarding” Section.

C. Students who enroll in one academic term at the home institution and also enroll in an
internship, cooperative work program, travel study program or Naticnal or International Student
Exchange Program that arc approved by the home institution and that do not award full-time transfer
credit during the same acadenue year, must complete fifteen credit hours and earn a 3.0 “LIFE GPA”
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by the end of the academic ycar to be cligible for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement renewal for the next academic year. Students who did not usc the enlire eligibility for
LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during this period shall be allowed (o
receive LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during the succeeding summer
or at the end of the maximum terms of eligibility based on their initial college enrollment date
{(provided the student meets continued eligibility requircments).

D. For students enrolled in an internship, cooperative work program, travel study program or
National or International Student Exchange Program during the entire academic year that is approved
hy the home institution bul docs not award [ull-time transfer credit for the entire academic year, LIFE
Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal for the next academic year will be based on
the prior year's eligibility. Students who did not use the entire eligibility for LIFE Scholarship and
LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during this period shall be allowed to receive LIFE Scholarship
and LIFE Scholarship Enhanccment funds during the succeeding summer or at the end of the
maximum terms of eligibility based on initial college enrollment (provided the student meets the
continued eligibility requirements).

E. Students enrolled in an internship, a cooperative work program, a travel study program or
national or international student exchange program during the academic year that is approved by the
home institution and did not use the entire eligibility for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement funds during this period shall be allowed to receive LIFE Scholarship and T.IFE
Scholarship Enhancement funds during the succeeding summer or at the end of the maximum terms
of cligibility bascd on initial college enrollment (provided the student meets the continued eligibility
requirements). In order to receive LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds for
summer school at the home institution, students must enroll in twelve credit hours during the summer.
In order to maintain eligibility for the next academic year for students who only attend summer
school at the home institution, the student must earn twelve c¢redit hours during the academic year.
For students who enroll in summer school and vne other term of the academic year at the home
institution, the student must earn a total of twenty-seven ceredit hours (or its equivalent) for the
academic year. 'The student must meet all eligibility requirements as specified in the “Student
Eligibility” and “Continued Lligibility” Sections, except for the completion of the annual credit hour
requirement for the academic year.

F. The home institution will be responsible for obtaining official certification of the student's grade
point average, credit hours earned, and satisfactory academic progress for the purposes of delermining
eligibility for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal for the next academic
year.

62-1200.45 Military Mobilization: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. Service members who are enrolled in college and are affected by military mobilizations will not
he penalized for the tcrm they are required (o withdraw after the full refund period based on the
institutional policies and procedures. Institutions are strongly encouraged (o provide a full refund of
required tuition, fees and other institutional charges or to provide a credit in a comparable amount
against future charges for students who are forced to withdraw as a result of military mobilization.
Additionally, the term(s) that the service member is mobilized will not count against the maximum
terms of cligibility. The service member shall be allowed to receive the unused terms for the LIFE
Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement while mobilized during the succeeding summer or at
the end of the maximum terms of eligibility based on initial college enrollment {provided the service
member meets continued eligibility requirements). The service member must re-enroll in an cligible
instituion within twelve months upen their demobilization and provide official documentation to
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verify military deployment to the institutional Financial Aid Office upon re-cnrollment to receive
LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Reinstatement of the LIFE Scholarship and
the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement will be based upon the service member’s eligibility at the time
he/she was mobilized. If the student re-enrolls after the twelve month period, the service member
must submit an Appeal Application (o the Commission on Higher Education by the cstablished
deadline in order to be considered tor reinstatement.

B. Service members who are enrolled in college and are mobilized for an entire academic year
may renew the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enbancement [or the next academic year,
il they mel the eligibility requircments at the end of the prior academic year. Service members who
did not use the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds/terms of eligibility
during this period due to military mobilization shall be allowed to receive the LIFE Scholarship and
LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during the succeeding summer or at the end of the maximum
terms of eligibility based on initial college enrcllment (provided (he service member meets continued
eligibility requirements).

. Service members who are enrolled in college and are mobilized for one academic term must
complete fifteen credit hours and earn a 3.0 “LIFE GPA™ by the end of the academic year to be
eligible for LIFE Scholarship aund LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal for the next academic
year. Scrvice members who did not nse LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
fundsfterms of eligibility during this period shall be allowed to receive the LIFE Scholarship and
LIFE Scholarship Enhancement during the succeeding summer or at the end of the maximum terms of
eligibility based on initial college corollment (provided the service member meets the continued
eligibility requirements).

D. In order 10 receive the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for summer
school for the unused term(s), the service member must enrcell in twelve credit hours during the
succceding summer term at the home institution.  For service members who enroll in summer school
and one other term of the academic year, the service member must earn a total of twenty-seven credit
hours (or its equivalent) for the academic year. In order to maintain eligibility for the next academic
year for service members who only attend summer school, the member must earn iwelve credit hours
during the academic year, The service member must meet al]l cligbility requircments as speeified in
the “Student Eligibility” and “Continued Eligibility” Sections for the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement, except for_the completion of the thirty credit hour requirement for the

academic year.

E. The home institution will be responsible for receiving verification of military mobilization
status, “LIFE GPA,” credit hours carned and terms of eligibility based on the service member’s initial
college enrollment and eligibility for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal
for the next academic year.

F. Service members of the United States Armed Forces will not be penalized for any credit hours
earned while on military mobilization. The credit hours earned will not count against the terms of
eligibiltty, but will be used toward the annual credit hour requirement for the LIFE Scholarship_and
towards the minimum fourieen credil hour course level reguircment for the LIFE Scholarship
Enbancemcnt.

62-1200.50 LIFE Scholarship Refunds and Repayments

A. In the evenl a student who has been awarded a LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement withdraws, is suspended from the institution, or drops below full-time enrollment status
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durmg any term of the academic year, institutions must reimburse the LIFE Scholarship Program for
the amount of the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for the term in question
pursuant to the refund policies of the institution. Collection is the responsibility of the institution.

B. 1In the cvent a student withdraws or drops below full-time status afler the institution's refund
period and therefore must pay tuition and fees for full-time enrollment, the LIFE Scholarship and
LIFE Scholarship Enhancement may he retained pursuant to the refund policies of the institution.

62-1200.55 Appeals Procedures: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. The Commission on Higher Education shall define the appeals procedures.

B. Students who did not meet the continued eligibility requiremenis for (he LIFE Scholarship at
the end of the acadcmic year due to an extenuating circumstance may request an appeal with the
Commission on ITigher Education,

C. The Commission on Higher Education will allow a student to submit only one appeal each
academic year based on an extenuating circumstance.

D. A completed appeal’s application mus( be filed with the Commission on Higher Education by
the established deadline of the academic year the scholarship is requested. The student must provide
a completed application for appeal, a letter requesting an appeal describing the extennating
circumstance, official transcripts from all prior institutions, and any other supporting documentation
to substantiate the basis for the appeal. Failure to submit an appeal by the requircd deadline(s) will
result in forfeiture of the scholarship.

E. The LIFE Scholarship shall be suspended during the appeal period, but will be awarded
retroactively if the appeal is granted.

I. Appeal Guidelines apply only to the LIFE Scholarship, not the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.
Students cannot appeal solely on the basis of a loss of a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. However,
students who appeal and are awarded the LIFE Scholarship under this section may be eligible to

receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.

G. The Appeals Committee’s decision is final,

62-1200.60 Institutional Policies and Procedures for Awarding: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement

A. All eligible institutions are responsible for ensuring that each student has met the criteria hased
on state law and regulation to determine eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement as stipulated in Section 62-1200.10 and Section 62-1200.15.

B. Each institution is responsible for reviewing all students based on the “LIFE GPA” calculation
below to determine eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship. Institutions must use official transcripts from
all cligible institutions for each student and the steps i Section E below.

C. The institution must usc grades eamed at all eligible institutions during any term (fall, spring,
and/or summer) for calculating a “LIFE GPA” at the end of the academic year.

. The student must certify by submitting a signed aftidavit that he/she is responsible for
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submitting transcripts from all previous and current eligible institutions. Students who compleie
coursework at another institation at anytime during the academic year (fall, spring, summer) nust
submit an official transcript to the home institution at the end of the academic year to determine
eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship.

E. Steps for calculating a “LIFE GPA:”

1) Convert all grades earned at an eligible institution to a 4.0 scale based on each institution’s
grading policy where the grades were sarmed = Grade Points

2} Multiply the grade points by attempted credit hours = Quality Points (QP)
3} Divide the total quality points by the total number of attempted credit hours = LIFE GPA

4 “LIFE GPA” Formula:  {Grade Points X Attempted Credited Hours = QP) = LIFE GPA
Total Attempted Credit Hours

F. The “LIFE GPA” must include all grades earned at eligible institutions, including courses that
do not transfer based on the institution’s policy and college courses taken while in high school.

G. The “LIFE GPA” must not include attempted credit hours earned for continuing education
courses, non-degree credit courses for an associate’s degree or higher and remedial/developmental
COUTSES.

H. The student must meet the annuval credit hour requirement at the end of the academic year based
on initial college enrollment as defined in the “Continued Eligibility,” “Regaining or Eaming
Eligibility” or “Transfer Studens™ Sections.

. LIFE Scholarship awards are to be used only for payment toward the cost-of-attendance as
established by Title IV Regulations. Eligible four-year public and independent institutions shall
identify award amounts up to the cost-of-tuition for thirty credit hours, noi (o exceed [our thousand
seven hundred dollars, plus a three hundred dollar book allowance (maximum $5,000 including cost-
ol-tuition plus book allowance) per academic year. Eligible two-year public or technical institutions
shall identify award amounts, which cannot exceed the cost-of-tuition for thirty credit hours plus a
three hundred dollar book allowance (maximum $5.000 including cost-of-tuition plus book
allowance) per academic vear. For students enrolled at eligible two-year independent institutions, the
award amount shall not exceed the maximum cost-of-tuition at the two-year USC regional institutions
plus a three hundred dollar book allowance (not_to exceed a maximum award amount of $5,000
including cost-of-tuition plus book allowance) per academic year. Half shall be awarded during the
fall term and half during the spring term (or its equivalent), assuming continued eligibility. The LIFE
Scholarship in combination with all other gift aid, including Federal, State, private and institutional
funds, shall not cxceed the cost-of-attendance as defined in Title 1V regulations for any academic
year.

J. The LIFE Scholarship Enhancement 1s an annual award, Hall of the funds arc to be disbursed in
the fall term and half to be disbursed in the spring_term. Students who change their major from an
ineligible degree program to an eligible degree program during the same academic year shall not
receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement until the beginning of the next academic year (i.e., fatl
term). Students who change their major from an eligible desree program o an incligible degree
program during the sume academic year may continue to receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
during the current academic year; however, the student cannot be awarded the LIFE Scholarship
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Enhancement the next academic year of enrollment in an ineligible degree program.

K. The institution shall specify exact [.TFE Scholarship Enhancement amounts to be used only for
pavment toward the cost-of-attendance as established by Title IV Regulalions at eligible four-year
public_and independent institutions in South Carolina, The annual LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
award amount shall not exceed $2,500.00 per academi¢c vear for no more than three years of
instruction if enrolled in an cligible four-year degree program or for not more than four years of
mstruction if enrolled in an eligible approved five-vear degree program. Students enrolled in an
eligible 3 plus 2 program shall receive a LIFE Scholarship for no more than four vears of instruction
and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for no more than three years of instruction. Half of the LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement funds shall be awarded in the fall term and half during the spring term (or
its equivalent), assuming continucd cligibility. The LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in combination
with all other gift aid, including Federal, State, private and institutional funds, shall not exceed the
cost-of-attendance as defined in Title IV Regulations for any academic year,

L. In determining the amount awarded for the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, all other sources of
gift aid, including_federal, State, private and institutional funds and the base LIFE Scholarship must
be applied to the unmet total cost of attendance in accord with Title TV Repulations before calculating
the LIFE Schelarship Enhancement amount and receiving the funds. Adjustments to the financial aid
package will be made (o the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in accordance with prescribed Title IV
Regulations in order to prevent an over award.

M. Students who have already been awarded a first bachelor’s degree or graduate degree are not
cligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students enrolled in a
program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree and leads to a graduate

order to receive a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE Schelarship Enhancement each academic term, with
the exception of students majoring in the Master's of Science in Physician Assistant Studics Program,
Masler’s ol Science in Cytology and Biosciences Program and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at
the University of South Carolina-Columbia and the Medical University of South Carolina.

N. Eligible institutions shail provide an award notification 1o cligible students that contains the
terms and conditions of the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.  Institutions

will notify students and the SC Commission on Higher Education of any adjustments in T.IFE
Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds that may result from an over award, change in
eligibility, change in the student’s residency or chanpe in financial status or other matters,

Q. The institution must retain annual paper or electronic documentation for cach L.IFE Scholarship
and 1.TFE Scholarship Enhancement award to include at a minimum:

L. Award notification

2. Institutional disbursement to student

3. Swdent’s residency status

4. Refunds and repayments (if appropriate)

5. Enroliment and curriculum requirements

6. Verification of a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” and the required number of annual credit hours based on

initial college enrollment

7. Affidavit documenting that the student: a) has never been convicted of any felonies and/or a
second or subsequent alcohol/ drug-rclated misdemeanor offenses within the past academic year; h)
understands that non-degree credit hours will not be used in calculating the “LIFE GPA™ or credit
hour requirements tf they are enrolled in an associate’s degree or higher; and ¢} must certify that they
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have submitted transcripts from ail previous and current institutions attended

8. Institutional Student Information Record (1SIR) or aftidavit documenting that the student is
not in default or does not owe a refund or repayment on any state or federal financial aid

9. High school transcript{s) verifying graduation or home school completion date, grade point
averages and class ranks (first-tirne entering freshmen) or GED or Adult Education High School
Diploma,

10. SAT or ACT scores (first-time entering freshmen)

11, Verification of student’s disability from Institutional Disability Service Provider and

verification of reduced course-load requirement (if appropriate)

12. Military mobhilization orders (if appropriate)

13, Beginning with the 2007-08 freshman class and thereafter, all institutions must retain
documentation verifying that students met the minimum fourteen credit hour course level requirement

by the end of the first year of college enrollment for the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.
14. Verification from academic department of enrollment in a declared major in an

gligible degree program (Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement purposcs only).

15. Documentation from Registrar or Admissions office that student’s final hish school CPA
has been calculated pursuant to a grading scale that is at least cqual (o the SC UGP (For students who
are attempting to use a class rank from an out-of-state institution to qualify for the LIFE Scholarship)

P. It is the institution’s responsibility to ensure that only eligible students receive a LIFE
Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement award.

Q. Any student who has attempted to obtain or has obtained a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement award through means of a willfully false statement or failure to reveal any
material fact, condition, or circumstances aflecting eligibility will be subject to applicable civil or
criminal penalties, including loss of the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.

62-1200.65 Institutional Disbursements: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. Eligible four-year public and independent institutions shall award LIFE Scholarship amounts,
which cannot exceed the cost-of-tuition for thirty credit hours a year, not to exceed four thousand
seven hundred dollars, plus a three hundred dollar book allowance (maximum $5,000 including cost-
of-tuition plus book allowance) per academic year. Eligible two-year public or technical institutions
shall award LIFE Scholarship amounts, which cannot exceed the cost-of-tuition for thirty credit hours
plus a three hundred dollar book allowance (not to cxcced a maximum award amount of $5.000
in¢cluding cost-of-tuition plus book allowance) per academic year. For students enrolied at cligible
two-vear independent institutions, the award amount for a LIFE Scholarship shall not exceed the
maximum cost-of-tuition at the two-year USC regional institutions plus a three hundred dollar book
allowance (not to exceed a maximum award amount of $5.000 including cost-of-tuttion_plus book

half during the spring term (or its equivalent), assuming continued eligibility. LIFE Scholarship
funds cannot be disbursed during the summer or any interim sessions with the exception to
disbursements that mect the requisites under the “Enrellment in Internships, Cooperative Work
Programs, Travel Study Programs and National and International Student Exchange Programs”™ or
“Military Mobilization” Sections. The LIFE Scholarship in combination with all other gift aid,
including Federal, State, private and institutional funds, shall not exceed the cost-of-attendance as
defined in Title IV regulalions for any academic year,

B. Eligible four-year public and independent institutions only shall award LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement amounts, which cannot exceed the cost-of-attendance for thirty credit hours a vear, not
to exceed $2.500 per academic vear. The LIFE Scholarship Enhancement cannot be disbursed during
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the summer or any inlerim sessions with the exception of disbursements that meet the requisites under
the “Enrollment in_Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Prosrams and National
and International Student Exchange Programs” or “Military Mobilization” Sections. The LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement in combination with all other gift aid, including Federal, State, private and
institutional funds, shall not exceed the cost-of-attendance as defined in Title IV Regulations for any
academic year.

C. The LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement may not be applied to a second
bachelor’s degree or a graduate degree program as defined in the “Program Definitions” Section. In
the event of early graduation, the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Fnhancement awards are
discontinued. Students arc cligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of eivht
consecutive terms (or its equivalent} and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a maximunt of six
consecutive terms (or its equivalent) towards an undergraduate degree, as long as all other eligibility
requircments are met and the program is approved by the Commission on Hizher Education. In such
cases where students are enrolled in a program of study that is structured so as not (o require a
bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a graduate degree, which will he the
students” first academic degree awarded, such students must maintain their undergraduate status to be
awarded the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, with the exception of students
majoring in thc Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Studies Program, the Master’s of Science
in Cytology and Bioscicnees Program and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the University of
South Carolina-Columbia and the Medical University of South Carolina. Students who have already
been awarded their first bachelor’s degree or graduate degree are not eligible to be awarded a LIFE
Scholarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students enrolled in an approved five-year degree
program may be cligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship for a fifth year of full-time, undersraduate
work and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a fourth year of full-time undereraduate coursewaork.

D. In determining the amount awarded for the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. all other sources of
gift aid, inciuding federal, State, private and institutional funds and the base LIFE Scholarship, must
be applied to the unmet (otal cost-of-attendance in accord with Title IV Regulations before
calculating the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement amount and receiving the funds. Adjustments to the
financial aid package will be made to the base LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
in accordance with prescribed Title IV Regulations in order to prevent an over award.

E. After the last day to register [or each term of the academic year, the institution will verify
enrollment of each recipient as a South Carolina resident who is a full-time, degree-seeking student,
The institution must submit a request for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds
and/or return of funds by the established deadline each term. Tn addition, a listing of all eligible
recipicnts by identification numbers with award amounts for the term must be sent to the Commission
on Higher Education. At this time any unused funds must be returned to the Commission on Higher
Education immediately.

F. The Commission will disburse LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement awards to
the eligible institutions to be placed in each eligible student’s account.

(. The student must be enrolled at the time of digbursement of LIFE Scholarship and LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement funds as a full-time student at the home institution, and meet all
requircments as established in the “Student Eligibility” Section for a LIFE Scholarship and the a LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement. Studenls who are retroactively awarded must have heen enrolled in a
minimum of twelve ¢redit hours (full-time) as 4 declared major in an eligible program under Scction
62-1200.10 at the home institution at the time the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement would have been disbursed for that term.
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H. The LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement are to be annual awards. Half of the
funds arc to be disbursed 1n the fall term and half 1o be disbursed in the spring term. Students who
change their major trom an_ineligible degree program to an ¢ligible degree program during the same
academic vear shall not receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement until the beginning ot the next
academic vear (i.e., fall term). Students who change their major from an eligible degree program to an
incligible degree program during the same academic vear may continue to receive the LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement during the current academic year; however, Lhe student cannot be awarded
the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement the next academic year of enrollment in an ineligible degree

program.

62-1200.70 Program Administration and Audits: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement

A. The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the oversight of
functions (c.g., guidelines, policies, rules, regulation) relative o this program with participating
institutions.  The Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the allocation of funds,
promulgation of guidelines and regulation governing the LIFE Scholarship Program, any audits or
other oversight as may be deemed necessary to monitor the expenditures of scholarship funds.

B. According to the Audit Policics and Procedures for Scholarship and Grant Programs Manual,
all eligible nstitutions that participate in the program must abide by program policies, rules or
regulation. Institutions also agree to maintain and provide all pertinent information, records, reports
or any information as may be required or requested by the Commission on Iligher Education or the
General Assembly to ensure proper adminisiration of the program.

C. The Chief Executive Officer at each participating institution shall identify to the Commission
on Higher Education a LIFE Scholarship institutional representative who is responsible for the
operation of the program on the campus and will serve as the contact person. The institutional
representative will act as the student’s fiscal agent o receive and deliver funds for use under the
prograny.

62-1200.75 Suspension or Termination of Institutional Participation: LIFE Scholarship and LITE
Scholarship Enhancement

A. The Commission may review institutional administrative practices to determine institutional
compliance with pertinent statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations. If such a review determines that
4n institution has failed to comply with Program statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations, the
Commission may suspend, terminate, or place certain conditions upon the institution's continued
participation in the Program and require reimbursement to the LIFE Scholarship Program tor any
LIFE Scholarship or LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds lost or improperly awarded,

B. Upon receipt of evidence that an institution has [ailed (o comply, the Commission on Higher
Education shall notify the institution in writing of the nature of such allegations and conduct an audit.

C. If an aundit indicates that a violation or violations may have occurred or are occurring at any
gligible public or independent institution, the Commission on Higher Education shall secure
immediate reimbursement from the institution in the cvent that any funds were expended out of
compliance with the provisions of the Act, any relevant statutes, guidelines, rules, and regulations.
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Document Number
COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION
Chapter 62
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Section 59-104-20

69-300  Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement
Preamble:

The 8.C. Commission on Higher Education proposes to amend and replace in its entirety R.62-300 of the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program. Revisions to the existing regulation for the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Program are being proposed to clarify the policies and procedures for administering the
Program. These changes were necessary to comply with Act 103 (2007) and Acts 178 and 235 (2008).
The proposed regulation amends the language regarding alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor offenscs
from the first to the second or subsequent. The proposed regulation will clarify the use of class rank hy
students attending out-of-state preparatory schools to qualify for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship,
Finally, the proposed regulation will provide the criteria for students to be eligible for the Palmeito
Feilows Scholarship Enhancement.

The proposed regulation requires legislative review.,

The Notice of Drafting for the proposed regulation was published in the State Register on September 26,
2008.

Statement of Rationale;

Pursuant to Act 115 (amended by Act 235 in 2008), the Commisston on Higher Education shall
promulgate regulation and establish procedures for administration of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement,

Indicates M Sificl

Indicates New Matter
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Fellows Scholarship Enhancement

62-335 Duration and Renewal of Awards
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62-300 Purpose of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Pregram and Scholarship Enhancement

A. Pursuant to Act 458 and amended by Act 95 and Act 162 in 2005, the Commission on Higher
Fducation shall promulgate regulation and establish procedurcs to administer the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Program. The General Assembly established the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program to
foster scholarship among the State’s postsecondary students and retain outstanding South Carolina high
school graduates in the State through awards based on scholarship and achicvement. The purpose of the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program is to recognize the most academically talented high school seniors
in South Carolina and to encourage them to attend cligible colleges or universities in the State. A
secondary purpose is to help retain talented minority students who might otherwise pursuc studies outside
the State.

B. Pursuant to Act }15 and amended by Act 235 in 2008, the Commission on Hjgher Education shall
promulrate regulation and establish procedures for administration of the Palmetio Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement. The General Asscmbly established the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement in
order to foster scholarship among the State’s postsecondary students through awards based on schelarship
and achieverncnt. The purpose of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement Program is to
recosnize the most academically talented college students throughout the state ol South Carolina in the
arcas of mathematics and science and encourage them to_attend eligible colleges or universities in the
State. In order to reccive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, all students must gualify for a
Palmetio Fellows Scholarship as stipulated herein.

62-305 Fundine Allocation of Program Funds

A. Funds made available for higher cducation grants and scholarships under Chapter 143 of Title 59 of
the 1976 Code, as amended under Act 458, South Carolina Children First: Resources for Scholarship and
Tuition Act of 1996, shall be included in the annual appropriation to the Commission on Higher
Education. Fifly percent of the appropriation shall be designated for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Program and the remaining fifty percent shatl be for the Need-based Grants Program. However, in
instances where the equal division of the appropriated funds between the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
and Need-based Gramts Programs exceeds the capacity to make awards in either program, the
Commission on Higher Education has the authority to re-allocate the remaining funds between the two
programs. The Commission on Higher Fducation shall award to eligible students attending eligible
independent or public institutions as Palmetto Fellows Scholarships as follows:
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1. Of the funds allocated to public institutions, the percentage shall be equivalent to the percentage of
the public nstitution’s share of the total South Carolina resident undergraduate full-time headcount
enroliment in the preceding year.

2. Of the funds allocated to independent institutions, the percentage shall be equivalent to the
percentage of the independent institutions' share of the total South Carolina resident undergraduate full-
time headcount enrollment in the preceding year and will be determined annually by the South Carolina
Commission on Higher Education and the Tuition Grants Commission.

B. Under the South Carolina Education Lottery Act, a designated amount shall be allocated for Palmetto
Fellows Scholarships and shall be included in the annual appropriation to the Commission on Higher
Education.

C. After expending funds appropriated for Palmetto Fellows Scholarships [tom all other sources, there is
automatically appropriated from the general fund of the State whatever amount is necessary to provide

Palmetto Fellows Scholarships to all students meeting the requirements of Section 59-104-20.

of funds

D. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement is contingent upon the availabilit
appropriated by the General Assembly each academic year.

62-310  Definitions

A. "Academic year” is defined as the twelve-month period of time during which a full-time student is
expected to earn thirty credit hours, The period of time used to measure the academic year consists of the

fall, spring and immediately succeeding summer terms (or-its-equivalent.

B. “Annual credit hour requirement” is defined for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship as a minimum of

thirty (30} credit hours taken and earned at the end of each academic vear based on the date of initial
college enrollment. Credit hours cannot jnclude remedial, continuing education, exempted credit hours
(such as AP, _CLEP. IB, etc.), credit hours earned before high school sraduation (dual enrolliment) and
credit hours earned the summer term immediately following high school graduation.

C._“Approved five-year bachelor’s degree program” is defined as a five-vear bachelor's program that is
delined and approved by the Commission_on Higher Education (o receive the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship for @ maximum of ten terms and the Scholarship Enhancement for a maximum of eight terms
at the same_eligible independent or public institwtion in order to complete the requirements for a
bachelor’s degrec. An approved five-year bachelor's degree program does not include institutional and

cooperative '3 plus 2” programs,

BD. “Bachelor’s degree program” is defined as an undergraduate program of study leading to the first
bachelor's degree as defined by the U.S. Department of Education.

E. “CIP (Classification of Instructional Program) Code” is defincd as the U.S. Department of Education’s
slandard for federal surveys and stale reporting for institutional dala {majors. minors, options and
courses).  For the purpose of receiving the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement. CIP Codes have
been approved by the Commission on Higher Educations for eligible degree programs in the fields of
mathematics and scicnce.

E. “Continuing education coursewurk™ is defined as postsecondary courses designed for personal

development and that cannot be used as credit toward a degree.
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G. “Cost-of-attendance” is defined by Title IV regulations and may include tuition, fees, books, room and
board, and other expenses related to transportation, disability or dependent care.

H. “Cumulative erade point average (GPA)” is defined as the cumulative instigational GPA _used for
graduation purposes, which includes dividing the total number of quality points earncd in_all courses by
the total credit hours in all courses attempted at the student’s home institition. The cumulative GPA must
be at least a 3.0 at the home institution for graduation purposes at the end of cach academi¢ year based vn
the date of initial collcge enrollment.

I “Date of initial college_eunrollment” is defined as thc first time a student matriculates into a
nostsecondary degree-granting institution after hiyh school eraduation or completion of an_approved
home school program., excluding the summer term immediately prior to the student’s enrollment in the
first regular academic year. Students must remain continuously enrolled as any break in_enrollment
(excluding summer) will count toward the student’s terms of eligibility.

J. For the purposes of the Scholarship Enhancement, “declared major” is defined as an eligible degree
program in which a student is enrolled as a full-time, degree-seeking student. The student must meet all
requirements as stipulated by the policies established by the institution and the academic departiment the
student is enrolled in a declared major in an eligible degree program. Students cannot take courses related
to a specific program without meeting institutional and departmental policies and be considered enrolled
in a declared major. Students must be enrolled in a declared major in an eligible degree program that is
approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission. Eligible derree programs are those listed as such
on the Commission’s Web site. Students_who _change_their declared major from an ineligible degree
program to an eligible degree program within the same academic vear shall not reccive the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Enhancement for that academic year. Additionally, students who change their
declared maior from an cligible degree program to an ingligible degrec program within the same
academic vear will not lose eligibility until the next academic year.

CK. “Degree-seeking student” is defined as a student enrolled full-time in a program of study that leads to
the first bachelor's degree, first approved_five-year bachelor’s degree or a program of study that is
structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree at an eligible independent or public institution.
Students musl maintain their undergraduate status in order to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
and the Scholarship Enhancement each academic year, with the exception of students cnrolled in the
{ollowing programs: 1) Master of Science in Physician Assistant Studies at the Medical University of
South Carolina: 2) Master of Science in Cytology and Biosciences at the Medical University of South
Carolina: and. 3) Dactor of Pharmacy at the Medical University of South Carolina and the Universily of
South Carolina (5.C. College of Pharmacy),

L. “Eligible depree program”_is defined for the purposes of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancerment as a degree program in mathematics or science as approved by the SC Commission on
Higher Education, These programs include science or mathematics disciplines, computer science or
informational technology. engineering, health care and health care rclated disciplines (including nursing,
pre-medicine and pre-dentistry) as_defined by the Commission on Higher Education. Enrollment in a
minor does not meet the requirements of an eligible degree program for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Fnhancement. Students must be_enrolled in a declared major in an elimble degree program that is
approved and assigned a CIP Code by the Commission. Eligible deeree programs are those listed as such
on the Commission’s Web site.

&M. “Eligible high school” is defined as a public or private high school located within South Carolinag, an
approved home school program as defined in relevant State Statutc (Sections 59-65-40, 45, and 47) or a

a



preparatory high school located outside of the State while the student is a dependent of a legal resident of
South Carclina who has custody or pays child support and college expenses of the dependent high school
student in accordance with Section 59-112-10. A "preparatory high school” (out-of-state) is defined as a
public or private school recognized by the state in which the school is located to offer curricula through
the twelfth grade and prepares students for college entrance.

DBN. “Felonies” are defined as crimes classified under State statute (Scction 16-1-10) {or which the
punishment in federal or state law and typicaily requires imprisonment for more than one year.

Q. “Fifth vear” is defined as the ninth or tenth consecutive term of undersraduale coursework in an

approved five-year bachelor's program. The fifth year is based on the student’s date of initial college

enrollment after graduation from high school.

P. “First/freshman vear” is defined as the first or second consecutive term of undergraduate coursework
following high school graduation.

EQ. “For graduation purposes” is defined as any grade or credit hour that the home institution requires in
accordance with their policies and procedures for graduation of the student, including clectives and
additional coursework.

R. "Fourth vear” is defined as the seventh or cighth conseculive term of undereraduate coursework., The
fourth year is based on the student’s date of initial college enroliment after sraduation from high school.

ES. “Full-time student™ shall mean a student who has matriculated into a program of study leading to the
tirst bachelor’s degree, first approved five-year bachelor’s degree or a program of study that is structured
$0 as not to require a bachelor’s degree and leads to a graduate degree and who enrolls full-time, usually
fifteen credit hours for the fall and sprmg—&%mﬁ fifteen crecht hours for the qprmg term ef-twelre-eredi

In order
far the studc.nl lo be eligible for SCthdrbhlp disbursement, the student must be enrolled full-time at the
home institution as stipulated by Title IV Regulations, except that credit hours may not include
remedial/developmental coursework or continuing education coursework.

T. "Gift aid” is defined as scholarships and grants that do not nor will not under any circumstance require

repayment, and excludes any sclf-help aid such as student loans and work-study.

HU. “ITome institution” is defined as the independent or public institution where the student is currently
enrolled as a full-time, degree-seeking student and may be eligible for financial aid at the same institution.

IV. “Independent institutions™ are defined, for the purposes of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement Programs, as those four-ycar institutions eligible to
participate in the South Carolina Tuition Grants Program as defined in Chapter 113 of Title 59 of the
1976 Code, which stipulates that an "independent institution of higher learning means any independent
eleemosynary junior or senior college in South Carolina whose major campus and headquarters are
located within South Carolina and which is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools; or an independent bachelor’s level institution which was incorporated in its originat charter in
1962, was granted a license to operate in 1997 by the Commission on Higher Education, has continued to
maintain a campus in South Carolina, and is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools.  Instilutions whose sole purpose is religious or theological training or the granting of
protessional degrees do not meet the definition of *public or independent institutions’ for purpose of this
charter”. Two-year independent institutions are not eligible to participate in the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Program.




W. “Incligible degree program”™ is defined for the purposes of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement as any degree prosram that is not en the Commission’s posted list of efigible degree

programs.

KX, “Military mobilization” is defined as a situation in which the U.S. Department of Defense orders
service members oftheUnited—States—dmmed—Forees (0 active duty away from their normal duty

assignment durlng a time of war or national cmergency. Service members include: 1) active duty and
reserve members in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and Coast Guard, and: 2) members of the

Army and Air National Guard.

¥Y. “Misdemeanor offenses” are defined as crimes classified under State statute (Section 16-1-100), less
serious than felonies, and are typically punishable by fine or imprisonment for less than one year. A
complete listing is located under Title 16 of State statute. Dxamples of alcohol and/or drug-related
misdemeanor offenses in South Carolina include, but are not limited to, possession of alcohol while under
the age of 21, possession of marijuana/illegal drugs, apen containcr, transfer of alcoho! to persons under
21, providing false information as to age (fake identification}, ctc.

LZ. “Multi-handicapped student” shall be defined as a student who, in addition to being visually or
hearing impaircd, has at least one additional disabling condition that qualifics thc student to receive
specialized postsecondary education.

AA. “Palmetto Fellow” is deflined as a student awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship during his/her
senior vear of high school and continues to meet all eligibility requirements 1o reecive the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship. A Palmetto Fellow who is not awarded any Palmetto Fellows Scholarship funds
due to the cost of attendance being met by other sources of financial aid will still be classified as a
Palmetto Pellow.

MBR. “Program of study that is structured so as not to requirc a bachelor’s” shall be defined as a
program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the
program and leads to a praduate degree, which will be the student’s first academic degree awarded, us
defined by the U.S. Department of Education. Students are eligible to—reeeive—the—Sehelurship for a
maximum of eight terms for-ts-equivalent) as long as all other eligibility criteria are met and the program
is approved by the Commission on Higher Education. Students must maintain their undergraduate status

each academic term, with the exception of students enrolled in_the following programs: 1) Master of
Science in Physician Assistant Studies ai the Medical University of South Carolina; 2) Master of Science
in Cytology and Biosciences: and, 3) Doctor of Pharmacy at the University of South Carolina and the
Medical Universily of South Carolina (8.C. College of Pharmacy). Students who have been awarded a
bachelor’s or graduate degree are not eligible for Sehelarship funding.

NCC. “Public institutions™ are defined, for the purposes of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the
Palmetio Fellows Scholarship Enhancement Programs, as those four-year bachclor's degree-granting
institutions as defined in Chapter 103 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code, which stipulates "public higher
education shall mean state-supported education in the postsecondary field.” Public two-year institutions
and technical colleges arc not eligible for participation in this Program.

NN, “Reapplication student” is defined as a student who applied for and was otfered the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship as a senior in hirh school, but declined the award to attend an out-of-state, four-year
instttution the fall term immediately following high school graduation,




OEE. "Remedial/developmentsd coursework” shall be defined as sub-collegiate level preparatory courses
in English, mathematics, reading or any other course deemed remedial by the institution where the course
is taken.

FF. "Second year” is_defined as the third or fourth consecutive term of full-time, _undergraduate
coursework. The second year is based on the student’s date of initial college carollment after graduation

from high school.

BGG. “South Carolina resident” s defined as an individual who satisfies the requirements of residency in
accordance with the state of South Carclina’s Statute for Tuition and Fees, Section 59-112-10, and all
related guidelines and regulations promulgated by the Commission on Higher Education as determined by
the instittional residency officer cuch academic year.

HH. “Satisfactory academic progress in a declared major” is defincd for the purposes of the Scholarship
Enhancement as the progress required by the institution and acadeniic department in which the student is
enrolled as a full-time, degree-secking student. Students must meet all requirements for satisfactory
academic progress loward degree completion in their declared major as established by the policies of both
the institution and the declared_major in which the student is curofled to meet the reguirements of

satistactory academic progress.

[I. “Substantiaily deviates’ shall be definced, for the purposes of reviewing out-of-state preparatory high
school grading scalcs, as being less than cyuivalent to the 2007 Uniform Grading Policy,

Q). “Transfer student” is defined, for the purposes of the Program, as a student who has changed full-
time cnrollment from a—feweyear one eligible independent or public_institution to another eligible
independent or public institution.

KK, “Transient student” is defined as a student enrolled in a non-matriculated status, which means he/she
i granted temporary admission _to earn credit hours that will transfer back to his/her home institution
toward a degree. A transient student is not eligible to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship or the
Scholarship Enhancement unless the student is participating in a program that is both approved and
accepted as full-time transfer credit by the home institution.

LL. "Third year” is defined as the fifth or sixth consecutive term of undergraduate coursework. The third
year is based on the student’s date of initial college enrollment after graduation from high school,

62-315  StudentEhuibility Initial Eligibility for Palmetto Fellows Scholarship

A. In order to qualify for counsideration for a Palmetio Fellows Scholarship, a student must:
|. Meet the eligibility criteria stipulated under the “Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Application™ Section;
2. Be enrolled as a senior in an eligible high school;
3. Be classified as a South Carolina resident at the time of college enrollment;
4. Be a U.S. citizen or a legal lawful permanent resident

ettizefrinder-State-Resideney-Statute as defined by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services and the

State Residency Regulation #s promuleated by the Commission on Higher Education:




5. Be seriously considering attending, have applied, or have been accepted for admission to an eligible
four-year bachelor’s degree-granting independent or public institution in South Carolina as a first-time,
full-time, degree-seeking student; and

6. Certify that he/she has never been adjudicated delinquent, convicted or pled guilty or nolo
contendere to any feloniess-and any second or subsequent alcohol, or drug related offenses under the laws
of this or any other state or under the laws of the United States by submitting a signed affidavit each
academic year to the home institution testifying to the fact, except that a high school or college student
who has been adjudicaled delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or anlo contendere of a second or
subsequent alcohol or drug related misdemeanor offense is only ineligible the next academic year of
enrollment in an eligible independent or public institution after the date of the adjudication, conviction or
plea. 1f the adiudication, conviction, or plea occurs during the academic year after the student has already
submitted_a_signed_affidavit to the home institution. the student will continue to be cligible for the
remainder of that academic year. However, the student will be ineligible the following academic_year of
enroliment. If a student completes a pretrial intervention_program and subsequently has his/her record
expunged, the conviction will not atfect the student’s eligibility.

7. Submit the official Palmerto Fellows Scholarship Application by the established deadline(s) and
comply with all the directions contained therein.

B. The high schools shall ensure that all students meeting the cligibility criteria are given the opportunity
to be included in the applicani pool.

C. A student who graduates immediately after the high school junier sophomore year is eligible to apply
for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, providing that the student meets all cligibility requircments as
described in the “Student-Initial Eligibility” Section and providing that the stadent is entering an eligible
independent or public institution no tater than the fall term immediately following high school graduation.

D. A student who graduates in December/January of _the high school senior yeat {considered an early
graduate) js eligible to apply for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, provided that the student meets all
elicibility requirements as described in the “Initial Eligibility” Section and provided that the student is
entering an eligible_independent or public institution no later than the fall term immediately following
high school gradpation. Early graduates who plan o begin college enrollment the spring term may apply
to receive the LIFE Scholarship through the Commission on Higher Education. If the student is
subsequently awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. then the student will receive the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship the fall term immediately following high school oraduation for up to a maximum of
seven terms.

E. Students cannot earn eligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship afler high school graduation. All
students must apply and be awarded during the high school senior year.

DF. Students rcceiving the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship arc not eligible for the LIFE Scholarship, 5C
HOPE Scholarship or Lottery Tuition Assistance within the same academic year.

EG. Any student who attempts 1o obtain or obtains the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship through means of a
willfully false statement or failure to reveal any material fact, condition or circumstances atfecting
eligibility will be subject to applicable civil or criminal penalties, including loss of the Palmetto [ellows
Scholarship.




62-318 FEligibility for Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement

A._To be eligible for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement each academic year, a student must

1. A Palmetto Fellow at the time the Scholarship Enhancement is disbursed:

2. Enrolled full-time, degree-seeking in a declared major in an eligible desree program:

3. Making satisfactory academic progress toward completion of histher declared major; and

4. Enrolled in the second vycar, third vear, fourth vear, or fifth vear (if enrolled in a Comrmission
approved five-vear bachelor’s degree} at an cligible independent or public institution.

B. Students must successfully complete at least fourteen credit hours of instruction in mathematics or life
and physical science or a combination of both at the end of the first year for the 2007 freshman class and
thereafter. For the purpose of meeting the fourtcen credit hour requirement at the end of the student's tirst
year, exempted credit hours (AP, CLEP, 1B, etc), credit hours carned while in high school (dual
enrollment}, and credit hours earned during the summer session immediately prior to the student’s date of
initial college enrollment made be used.  However, remedial coursework and continuing education
coursework cannot be used to meet the fourteen credit hour requirement. Palmetto Fellows who were
already enrolled in at least their second vear in the 2(07-2008 academic year only are not required to meet

the fourteen credit hour requirement at the end of their freshman year.,

C. Anv student who attempts to obtain or obtains the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement

through means of a willfully false statement or failure to reveal any material fact, condition or

circumstances affecting eligibility will be subject to applicable civil or criminal penaliies, including loss

of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement,

62-320 Student Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Application

A. The Commission on Higher Education will send information regarding the application process to all
South Carelina high schools, home school associations and district superintendents. High school officials
will identify students who meet the specified eligibility criteria by each established deadline.
Applications must be submittcd no later than the established deadline(s) along with the appropriale
signatures, official transcripts and test score verilication to the Commission on Higher Education.
Students who are enrolled at out-of-state high schools are personally responsible for contacting the
Commission on Higher Education about the application process and must adhere to the same established
deadline(s}.

B. The high schools and home school associations must submit a list to the Commission on Higher
Education indicating the names of all students who meet the eligibility criteria at their high school. The
list should indicate whether the student is submitting a completed application or declining the opportunity
to apply. If the student declines the opportunity to apply, the high school will submit a form for each of
these students, signed by both the student and the parent/guardian and indicating the reason(s) for not
submitting an application. Students who decline to apply for the Scholarship forfeit any future efigibility
under this Program.

C. Applications for early awards must be submitted to the Commission on Higher Education for the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship by the date established in December each academic year. Students must




meet one of the following set of academic criteria in order to be eligible to apply for the early awards
(students cannot use the early awards criteria to apply during the final awards):

1. Score at least {200 on the SAT or 27 on the ACT through the November test administration of the
senior year; earn a minimum 3.50 curulative GPA on the 2007 SC Uniform Grading Policy (UGP) at the
end of the junior year; and rank in the top six percent of the class at the end of either the sophomore or the
junior year; or

2. Score at least 1400 on the SAT or 32 on the ACT through the November test administration of the
senior year and earn a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA on the UGP at the end of the junior year, without
regard to class rank.

D. Applications for final awards must be submitted to the Commission on Higher Education for the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship-by thc date established in June each academic ycar. Students must meet
one of the following set of academic criteria in order to be eligible to apply for the final awards:

1. Score at least 1200 on the SAT or 27 on the ACT through the June test administration of the senior
year; carn a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA on the UGP at the end of the sentor year; and rank in the top
six percent of the class at the end of the sophomore, junior ot senior year; or

2. Score al least 1400 on the SAT or 32 on the ACT through the June test administration of the senior
year and carn a minimum 4,00 cumulative GPA on the UGP at the end of the senior year, without regard
(o class rank.

E. Students musl have ofticial verification that they earned the requisite score on the SAT I or an
equivalent ACT score. The Commission on Higher Education shall convert all ACT scores to the
equivalent SAT scores. In order to determine the minimum composite score for the SAT, students must
use the highest Math score combined with the highest Critical Reading scorc Hermatiy—knewn—as—the
Verbal-seorey. However, students cannot use the Writing subscction score to meet the minimum SAT
score requirement.  Students-may-use—the-SAFverstoppriorto-March-2005-andfor-the-new—version—to
eetthe-SATscorerequirement: In order to determine the minimum composite score for the ACT,
students must use the highest composite score based upon one test administration.

F. Grade point averages must be based on the 2007 Unitorm Grading Seale Policy, reported with at lcast
two decimal places, and may not be rounded up.

G. Class rank must be based on the Uniform Grading Policy using diploma candidates only. Class rank
is determined at the end of the sophomore, junior and senior vears (not the beginning of the next school
vear) before including any summer school coursework or including any students who transfer into vour
hish school afler the school vear ended in May/Tune. Students cannot be removed from the class because
they did not meet the eligibility criteria 1o apply, declined to apply, are not residents of the State, do not
meet citizenship requirements, plan to attend college out-of-state, etc. The class rank information must
include all students who attended vour high school that school year,

GH. The number of students included in the top six percent of the class will be the next whole number if
the top six percent is not alrcady a whole number. For example, a class size of 183 students would
include the top twelve students since 11.1 rounds up to twelve. For those high schools with fewer than
twenty students in the class, the top two students (students ranked as number one and two) shall be
considered for the Scholarship regardless of whether they rank in the top six percent of the class. These
students must meet all other eligibility criteria.
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HI. In order to apply for the Palmetto Fellows Schelarship using rank as one of the eligibility criteria,
home school students must be a member of an approved home school program (as defined in relevam
State Statute) that provides an official class rank for their members. The home school association must
submit a rank report on the association’s letterhead that includes the class rank and GPA based on the
2007 SC Uniform Grading Policy for all home school students in the applicant’s class. If a home school
student is unable to obtain rank verification, he/she may also be eligible to apply using the alternative
criteria of scoring at least 1400 on the SAT (or 32 on the ACT) and earning a minimum 4.00 cumulative
GPA on the UGP, without regard to class rank. These students must meet all other eligibility criteria,

H. For the purposes of meeting the rank criterion, the existing high school rank of a South Carolina
resident attending an out-of-state high school may be uscd, provided it is calculated pursuant to a stale-
approved, standardized grading scale at the respective out-of-state high school. If the Commission on
Higher Education determines that a state-approved standardized grading scale substantially deviates from
the 8.C. Uniform Grading Scale, the state-approved, standardized grading scalc shall not be used to meet
the eligibility requirements for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. To be considered equivalent, the out-
of-state school’s grading scale must adhere to the following minimum requireinents:

1) Must include all courses carrying Carnegie units, including units earned at the middle school and
high school level:

2) To be cyuivalent to an “A” letter grade, the numerical average must be > 93: to be equivalent to a
“B” letter grade the numerjcal average must be betwecn 85 and 92: to be equivalent to a “C” Jetter grade
the numerical average must be between 77 and 84; to be equivalent to a “D letter grade the numerical
average must be between 70 and 76; and to be equivalent to a “F” letter grade the numerical average must
be between 62 and 69 (if a_course with a numerical average of < 62 is considered passing by the high
school the student earned the grade, then a 73 numerical averace should be given):

3) Canpot add more than one half (,50) additional quality point for honors courses: cannot add more
than ope additional quality point for dual enrollment (DE) courses, Advanced Placement {AP) courses,
and standard level Inlernational Baccalaurcate (IB) courses: and, cannot add more than two additional

quality points for higher Jevel IB COUrses;

4) Must classify all other courses as College Preparatory_if they are not already classified as honors,
DE, AP or IB. For a ¢lass to be classificd as honots, the course must be in English, mathematics, science
or sociai studies or be the third/fourth level for all other content areas: and,

5) If no nurmerical average is availtable, all letter grades must be converted to the equivalent numerical
average based on the following; all “A” letter grades must be converted to a 96 numerical average, all “B”
letter grades must be converted to a 88 numerical average, all “C” letter grades must be converted to a 80
numerical average, all “D” letter grades must be converted to a 73 numerical_average, and all “F
numerical averages must be converted a 61 numerical average.

K. Students who attend out-of-state preparatory high school st may also be eligible to apply by using
the alternative criteria of scoring at least 1400 on the SAT (or 32 on the ACT) and earning 1 minimum

4.00 cumulative GPA on the Uniform Grading Policy. In-orderto—meet-the-GRArequirement;




responsibility-nt-the-studert: The student’s wuidance counselor must convert the student’s grades 1o the
UGP to determine if_the_student meets the GPA requirement. These students must meet atl other
eligibility criteria, including South Carolina residency requirements.

62-325 Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Selection Process

A. The Commission on Higher Education will notify students of their selection as a Palmetto Fellow
along with the terms and conditions of the award.

B. In order to accept the Scholarship, students must return a form (hat designates an eligible independent
or public institution in which they plan to enroll by the date established by the Commission on Higher
Education.

C. Visually impaired, hearing impaired or multi-handicapped students who qualify for the Scholarship
may use the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship to attend a four-year out-of-state institution that specializes in
cducating students with their impairment upon receiving prior approval from the Commission on Iligher
Education. The Commission on Higher Education shall make the final decision whether an out-of-state
institution specializes in the postsecondary education of visually impaired, hearing impaired or multi-
handicapped students.

ot ohe anmbiedofarand was—subssauently—awatded—the Patmetio—Eelows—Schelarship—ay—
IO TTIT FrLEILS u}}yll\-’u ToTL TITILL bk JLlUJU‘i\lMI!L(J el TP AL IR TLr, 1 LLnIl L] )

boeobiacm] b daclioed thaaward ta attarnd o
ey \_l\—l!\f\.fl, O TR TR T Y TURLTIAL

O
2 n L= e A"

ED. The Commission on Higher Education shall ensure that there is equitable minority participation in
the Program.

62-330 Policies and Procedures for Awarding the . Palmetto Fellows Scholarships and the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Enhancement

A. The institution will identity award amounts, which cannot exceed:

1. $6.700 pereeademieyesr (he freshman year and $7.500 for the sccond year, third year, fourth
year and fifth year for the Palmctio Fellows Scholarship;

2. $2.500 for the second vear, third year, fourth year and fifth year for the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement.

B. Half ofeach—Schelarship shall be awarded during the fall term and half during the spring fer—Hs

prirhert—as i R isibility term.  Palmetto Fellows Scholarships and Palmetto
Eellows Scholarship Enhancements are to be used only toward payment for cost-of-attendance as
established by Title 1V Regulations with modifications set forth in €D helow for the academic
year for—whieh—the—Seholarship the award is made at the designated independent or public
institution. The maximum amount awarded shall not exceed the cost-of-attendance as established
by Title IV Regulations lor any academic year.
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€. Students who change their major from an ineligible degree program to an eligible degrec program
during the same academic year cannot be awarded the Palmetio Fellows Scholarship Enhancement untii
the next academic year. Additionally, students who chanse their major from an eligible degree program
to an ineligible degree program during the same academic year will retain their Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement eligibility for the remainder of the current academic vear.

€D. Charges for room and board re to be limited as follows:
I. Room charges shall not exceed the average cost of on-campus residential housing; and

2. Board charges shall not exceed the cost of the least cxpensive campus meal plan that includes 21
meals per week.

BE. In determining the amount awarded for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement, all other sources of gift aid, including lederal, State, private and institutional
funds, must be applied to the unmet cost-of-attendance in accord with Title IV regulations before
calculating the Scholarship and Enhancement amounts and ##p making the award,
Adjustments to the financial aid package will be made to the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship_and the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement in accordance with prescribed Title IV regulations in order to
prevent an over-award.

EF. Although a student may be named a Palmetto Fellow, the student may not receive a monelary award,
1l the award when combined with all other sources of gift aid would causc the student to receive financial
assistance in excess of the student's cost-of-attendance as defined by Title IV regulations and the
guidelines contained herein.

EG. Eligible independent and public institutions will notify students of their award along with the terms
and conditions.

GH. The institution must retain annuval paper or electronic documentation for each award to include at a
minimum:

I. Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR) or affidavit documenting that the student is not in
detault or does not owe a refund on any state or federal financial aid

2. Affidavit documenting that the student has never been convicted of any felonies and has not been
convicted of any second or subscquent alcohol/drug-related misdemeanor offense within the past
academic year as stated under “Student Initial Eligibility” and “Duration and Renewal of Awards”
Sections

3. Award notification

4. Institutional disbursements to student

5. Verification student js not in detautt and does not owe a refund or repayment Gfappropristey

6. Student’s residency status and citizenship status

7. Enrollment status and enrrieslamrequirements degree-seeking status

8. Verification of cumulative GPA and annual credit hours for renewal purposes

89. Venfication from the institutional Disability Services Provider of student’s disability and approval
of reduced course-load requirement (if appropriate)

510. Military mobilization orders (if appropriate)

11. Venfication student met fourtcen credit hour requirement at the end of the first year of college
enrollment for the 2007-08 freshman class and thereafter (Palinetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement

purposes anly)
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12. Verification from academic department of enrollment in a declared major in_an eligible degree
program (Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement purposes only)

HI. It is the institution's responsibility to ensure that only eligible students receive the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement.

62-335 Duration and Renewal of Awards

A. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement where applicable
shall be initially awarded for one academic year. The institution shall adjust the amount of the
Scholarship and Enhancement awards during the academic year in the event of a change in the students
¢ligibility.

B. Students selected as Palmetto Fellows must enter an eligible independent or public institution the fall
term immediately following high scheol graduation.

C. A Palmetto Fellows Scholarship may be renewed annually for no more than a total of cight terms {er
i i 3 i udv toward the first bachelor’s degree or a program of study that 1s structured
so s not to require a bachetor’s degrec and leads to a graduate degree or {or no more than a total of ten
terms toward the first approved five-year bachelor’s degree. The Palmetto_Fellows Scholarship
FEnhancement may not be awarded for no more than a total of six terms toward the first bachelor’s degree
or a program of study that is structured so us not to require A bachelor’s degree and lcads to a graduate
degrec or for no_more than a total of eight terms toward the first approved five-year bachelor’s degree.
Students who have already been awarded their first bachelor or graduate degree are not eligible to receive
the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship or the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement.

D. The institution is responsible for obtaining institutional certification of each recipient’s cumulative
grade point average and annual credit hours easped-for the purposes of determining eligibility for award
renewal. For the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, the institution must also obtain verification
from the academic department of enrollment in a declared major in an eligible degree program.

E. By the end of the spring term cach academic year, the institution must notify all Palmetto Fellows who
have not met the continued eligibility requirements for the next acadcmic year, The notification should
include information regarding the student’s ability to attend summer school in order to meet the continued
eligibility requirements.

K. In order to retain eligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship after the initial ycar, the student
must meet the following continued eligibility requirerients:

1. Enroll full-time, degree-seeking at the time of Scholarship disbursement;

2 Eamn at least a 3.0 cumulative GPA at the home institution for gradnation purposes by the end of
each academic year;

3. Earn a minimum of thirty credit hours for graduation purposes by the end of each academic year.
Exempted credit hours (such as AP, CLEP. etc.), credit hours earned before high school graduation, and
credit hours earned the summer term immediately following high school graduation cannot be used o
mect the annual credit hour requirement;

4. Centify each academic year that he/she has not defaulted and does not owe a refund or repayment on
any federal or state financial aid. If # student has an Institutional Student Information Record (ISTR) or its
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equivalent on file, the ISIR information will be used to verify default status or refund/repayment owed.
Students who have not completed the Free Application {or Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) must have an
affidavit on file to verify that he/she is not in default and does not owe a refund or repayment on any
federal or state financial aid, including the state grants/scholarships, Pell Grant, Supplemental Educational
Opportunity Grant, Federal Perkins or Stafford Loan; and

5. Certify each academic year that he/she has never been adjudicated delinquent, convicted or pled
guilty or nolo contendere to any felonies and any second or subsequent alcohol/drug-related misdemeanor
offenses under the laws of this or any other state or under the laws of the United States by submitting a
signed affidavit each-acadesie—year to the home institution. However, a high schoal or college student
who has been adjudicated delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or aolo contendere of a scecond or
subsequent alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor offense is only ineligible for the next academic year of
enroflment at an eligible independent or public institution after the date of the adjudication, conviction or
plea. If the adjudication, conviction or plea occurs during the academic year after the student has already
submitted a signed affidavit to the institution, the student will continue to be eligible for the remainder of
the academic ycar. However, the student will be ineligible for the Scholarship for the following fal;
spring—and summmerterms—{ortheiregquivatert academic year of enrgllment. If a student completes a
pretrial intervention program and his/her record is subsequently cxpunged, the charge will not affect
Scholarship eligibility.

G, In order to retain eligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement. a student must:

1. Be a Palmetto Fellow at the time the Scholarship Enhancement is disbursed;

2. Be enrolled fuli-time, degree-sceking in a declared major in an eligible degree program:

3. Be making satisfactory academic progress toward completion of his/her declared major;

4. Be enrolled in the sccond year, third year, fourth year or fifth vear (if enrolled in a Commission

approved five-year bachelor’s degree) at an cligible independent or public institution: and

5. _Successfully complete at least fourteen credit hours of instruction in mathematics or lifc and

physical science or a combination of both at the end of the first vear for the 2007 freshman class and
thereafter. For the purpose of meeting the fourteen credit hour requirement at the end of the student's first
year, exempted credit_hours (AP, CLEP, IB, cte), credit hours eammed while in high school (dual
enrotlment}, and credit hours earned during the summer session immediately prior to the student’s date of

initial college enroliment mav be used. However, remedial coursework and continuing education

coursework cannot be used to meet the fourteen credit hour requirement. Palmetto Fellows who were
already enrolled in at least their sccond year in the 2007-2008 academic vear only are not required to meet

the fourteen credit hour requirement at the end of their freshman year.

H. Any student who attempts to obtain or obtains a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship or Palmeito Feliows
Scholarship Enhancement through means of a willfully false statement or failure to reveal any material
fact, condition, or circumstances affecting eligibility will be subject to applicable civil or criminal
penalties, including loss of the Palmetto Fellows Schelarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement.
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62-340 Transfer of or Reapplication for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and_the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement

A. Palmetto Feliows enrolled at an eligible feuryeas-independent or public institution may transfer the
Schetarship to another eligible independent or public institution in South Carolina upon obtaining prior
approval from the Commission on Higher Education by submitting etthes-u transter form orreapplication
form_which is available on the Commission’s Web site.

B._ A student who applied for and was oftered the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship as a senior in high
school, but declined the award to attend an out-of-state four-year institution the fall term immediately

following high school graduation, may_reapply if they transfer 10 an_cligible independent or public
institution in South Carolina. The reapplication form is available on the Commission’s Web site,

RC. Transfer students and reapplication students are only eligible to receive the Palmette Fellows

Scholarshlp %Hw—mﬁe—um—mghk&ﬁmﬁ—éeﬁm—eqm*a%eﬂﬂ—e#eeﬂege—&&eﬂd&%e and the Palmetto
ility (based on_the date of initial

college enrollment).

€D. Transfer students and reapplication students must comply with all standards for continued eligibility
as defined under the “Duration and Renewal of Awards” Section in order for their award te be eligible for
transfer,

E. The eligible independent or public_institution is responsible tor reviewing all Palmetto Feliows
transferring to their institution to determine whether the students are eligible for the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement.

62-345  Students with Disabilities

A. Palmetto Fellows who qualify under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must meet all eligibility requirements as defined in the “Stadent Initial
Eligibility” Section, except for the full-time enrollment requircment, in order to be eligible to receive
Seholarship-funding. Students must comply with all institutional policies and procedures in accordance
with ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

B. For renewal, Palmetto Fellows who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973 must meet all renewal requircments as defined in the “Duration and Renewal of Awards” Section,
except for a student not meeting the annual credit hour requirement who is approved by the Disability
Services Provider at the home institution to be enrolled in less than full-time status or less than the
required annual credit hours for that academic year. Each academic year for Sehelarship-award renewal,
students must earn the required number of hours approved by the institutional Disability Services
Provider at the home institution and earn a mimimum 3.0 cumulative grade point average at the home
institution for graduation purposes, Students must comply with all institutional policies and procedures in
accordance with ADA and Seclion 504 of the Rehabititation Act of 1973.

C. The institutional Disability Services Provider must provide written documentation to the Office of
Financial Aid prior to each academic year verifying that the student is approved to be enrolled in less than
full-time status or less than the required annual credit hours. It is the responsibility of transter students
and reapplication_students to provide writter documentation from the previous institutional Disability
Services Provider.,
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D. Palmetto Fellows who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are
eligible to receive up to the maximum number of available terms and available funds.

62-350  Enroilment in Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs, or National or
International Student Exchange Programs

A. Students enrolled in internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or National or
[nternational Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the home
institution accepts as full-time transfer credit are eligible to receive Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and
Palmetto Fellow Schelarship Enhancement funds during the period in which the student is enrolled in
such programs, Students will be required to meet the continued eligibility requirements.

B. Eligible students may use the appropriated portion of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancermnent funds for intenships, cooperative work programs, travel
study programs, or National or International Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home
institution and that the home institution accepts as full-time transter credit. Palinctto Fellows Scholarship
and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement funds must be paid directly to the student’s account at
the home institution. The amount awarded cannot exceed the cost-of-attendance at the home institution or
the cost-of-attendance at the host institution, whichever is less. The Commission on Higher Education
witl not transfer funds to the institutions where students will participate in internships, cooperative work
programs, travel study programs, or National or International Student Exchange Programs. The home
institution is responsible for-Sehetarship funds according to the “Program Administration and Audits”
Scetion.

C. Students who enroll in one academic term at the home institution and also enroll in an intcenship,
cooperative work program, travel study program, or National or International Student Exchange Program
that are approved by the home institution and that do not award full-time transfer credit during the same
academic year must earn at least fifteen credit hours and a minimum 3.0 cumulative grade point average
at_the _home institution for graduation purposes by the end of the academic year to be eligible for
Sehetarship rencwal fer the next academic year. The student may continue to be eligible te-reseive—the
Palmeﬂe-#e#ew&éehel-aﬁlﬂ-p for up 1o e-terd-oiomshiterms{or-is-equivalent-at-ath-institutions-atended
the maximum terms of eligibility based on the date of initial college enrollment (provided the student
meets the continued eligibility requirements).

D. For students enrolling in an internship, cooperative work program, travel study program, or National
or International Student Exchange Program that is approved by the home institution but does not award
full-time transfer credit tor the entire academic ycar, renewal for the next academic year will be based on
the prior year's eligibility, The student may continue to be eligible te—reseive—the—Palmetto—FeHows

Sehetarship for up to a-tetal-eof-eightterms—(or-itsequivalenty-at-allinstiutionsattended the maximum

terms of eligibility bascd on the date of initial college enrollment (provided the student meets the
continued eligibility requirements).

E. Students enroiling in an internship, a cooperative work program, a travel study program, or National
or International Student Exchange Program that are approved by the home nstitution during the academic
year and did not use their entire eligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship or the Palmetto Fellgws
Scholarship_Enhancement funds during this period shall be aHowed to receive one term of Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement funds during the succeeding
surmer_or at the end of the maximum terms of eligibility based on the date of initial college enrollment
{(provided_the student meets the continued eligibility requirements). In order to receive the Palmetto

Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement funds for the succeeding

summer term, students must enroll in twelve credit hours al (he home institution. In order to maintain
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eligibility for the next academic ycar for students who only attend summer school, the student must earn
at least twelve credit hours by the end of the academic year. For students who enroll in summer school
and one other term of the academic year, the student must earn a total of at Jeast 27 credit hours feF+s
equivalent) by the end of the academic year. The student must meet all continued eligibility requircments,
except for the completion of the thisty-annual credit hour requirement for the academic year.

F. The home institution will be responsible for obtaining official certification of the student’s cumulative
grade point average and annual credit hours earned for purposes of determining eligibality for Scholarship
and Enhancement renewal for the next academic year. For purposes of Enhancement eligibility, the home
institution must also obtain certification from the academic department of enrollment in & declared major
in un ¢ligible degree program,

62-351  Military Mobilization

A. Service members who are enrolled in college and are affected by military mobilizations will not be
penalized for the term they are required to withdraw after the fuil refund period based on the institutional
policies and procedures. Institutions are strongly encouraged to provide a [ull refund of required tuition,
fees and other institutional charges or to provide a credit in a comparable amount against future charges
for students who are forced to withdraw as a result of military mobilization. Additionally, the term(s) that
the service member is mobilized will not count against the maximum terms of eligibility. The service
member shall be allowed to receive the unused term(s) while mobilized during the succeeding summer
term or at the end of the maximum terms of eligibility (provided the service member meets continued
eligibility rcquirements). The service member must re-enroll in an eligible independent or public
institution within twelve months upon their demobilization and provide official documentation to verify
military deployment to the institutional Financial Aid Office upon re-enrollment. Reinstatement will be
based upon the scrvice member’s eligibility at the time he/she was mobilized. If the service member re-
enrolls after the twelve month period, the service member must submit an Appeal Application to the
Commission on Higher Education by the established deadline in order to be considered for reinstatement.

B. Service members who are enrolied in college and are mobilized for a minimum of one academic year
may enew he eligible the-Schelarship—for Lhe next academic year, if they met the continued eligibility
requirements at the end of the pries last academic year of attendance. Service members may continue to
be eligible to-receive-the-Palmetie-FeHows-Sehelarship for up to e-toil-ofeight-terms(or Hs-equivalent)
at-alHasttetionsattended the maximum terms of eligibility based on the date of initial college enrollment
(provided the service member meets the continued eligibility requirements).

C. Service members who are enrolled in college and are mebilized for one academic term must complete
at least lifteen credit hours and a minimum 3.0 cumulative grade point average at the home institution {or
graduation purposes by the end of the academic year to be eligible for Seholurship recncwal for the next
academic year. Service members may continue to be eligible te-reeetve-the Ralmetto Fellows-Seholarship
for up o Feie s : ST the maximum ferms_of
cligihitity based on the date of initial college enrollment (provided the service member meets the
continued eligibility requircments).

3. In order to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement
for summer school for any unused term(s), the service member must cnroll in twelve credit hours during
the succeeding sunimer term at the home institution. For service members who enroll in summer school
and one other term of the academic year, the service member must earn a total of at least twenty-seven
credit hours (er-its—equivalesty by the end of the academic year. In order to maintain eligibility for the
next academic year for service members who only attend summer school, the member must earn at Jeast
twelve credit hours by the end of the academic year. The service member must meet all continued
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eligibility requirements, except for the completion of the thirtyannual credit hour requirement for ihe
academic year,

E. The home institution will be responsible for obtaining verification of military mobilization status,
cumulative grade point average and annual credit hours earned-for the purpose of determining eligibility
to renew the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship for the next academic year. For purposes of the Palmetto
Feliows Scholarship Enhancement, the home institution must also obtain certification from the academic

department of enrellment in a declared major in an eligible degree program.

62-355  Appeals Procedures
A. The Comimssion on Higher Education shall define the procedures for scholarship appeals.

B. A student who does not meet the continued eligibility crileria for renewal of the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship forfeits continued participation in the Program and may request an appeal based on
extenuating circumstances.

C. A student is allowed to submit only one appeat each academic year,

B. A student wishing 1o appeal any non-renewal decision based on extenuating circumstances must
submit the following source documents to the Commission on IHigher Education by no later than the
established deadline of the academic year the scholarship is requested:

1. A completed application for appeal

2. A letter requesting an appeal and describing the extenuating circumstances
3. An official transcript(s)

4. Any other supporting documentation to substantiate the basis for the appeal

L. A student who fails to submit an appeal by the required deadline will result in forfeiture of the award.

F. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship shall be suspended during the appeal period, but will be awarded
retroactively if the appeal is granted.

G. Students cannot appeal solely on the loss of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement.
GH. The Appeals Committee's decision is final.

62-360  Institutional Dishursement of Seholarship Funds

A. The institution will identify award amounts, which cannot exceed;

1. $6,700 pervendertie—year the freshman vear and $7,500 for the second vear, third vear, fourth
year and fifth year for the Palmetio Fellows Scholarship;

2. $2.500 for the second year, third vear, fourth vear and fifth vear for the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement.

B. Hali th—eﬂE-h—Se-h&HPrh-l-p bhdll be awarded during the fall term and half during the spring éer—ts
term. Sehelarships Funds cannot be disbursed during the

summer or any interim sessions with-the-excepton-of except for disbursements that-meetthe requirements

snder-the made in accordance with the requirements of the "Enrollment in Internships, Cooperatlve Work
Programs, Travel Study Programs, or National or [nternationat Student Exchange Programs” or "Military
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Mobilization” Sections. Palmetto Fellows may not be funded for more than a total of eight terms (or-its
equivalent) of full-me study toward the first bachelor's degree or a program of study that is structured 50
as not to require a bachelor's degree and leads to a graduate degree or for more than a total of ten terms of
study toward the [irst approved five-year degree. Palmetto Fellows Schelarship Enhancements may not
be funded for more than a total of six lerms toward the first bachelor’s degree or a_program of study that
is structures so as not to require a bachelor’s degree or for no more than a total of eight terms toward the
first-upproved bachelor’s degree.

B- C. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Patmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement cannot sy
net be applied to remedialidevelopmental coursework, continuing education_coursework., a second
bachelor's degree or to graduate coursework, unless the graduate coursework is required as part of a
program of study that is structured so as not to requirc a bachelor's degree and leads 1o a graduate degree
as defined in the "Pesgram Definitions” Scction or the student is enrolled in_one of the following

Programs.

1. Master of Science in Physician Assistant Studies at the Medical University of South Carolina;

2. Master of Science in Cytology and Biosciences at the Medical University of South Carolina;

3. Doctor of Pharmacy at the Medical University of South Carolina and the University of South
Cardlina (S8.C. College of Pharmacy).

In the event of carly graduation, the award is discontinued.

D. Students who change their major from an incligible degree program to an eligible degree program
during the same academic year cannot be awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement until
the next academic vear. Additionally, students who change their major from an eligible degrec program
to an incligible degree program during the same academic year will retain their Palmetio Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement eligibility for the remainder of the current academic year.

€- E. The institution shall provide each Palmette Fellow with an award notification {or cach academic
year, which will contain the terms and conditions of the Scholarship and other financial aid awarded.
Students will be notified of adjustments in financial aid due to changes in eligibility and/or over-award
issucs. The Commission on Higher Education, for documentation purposes, requires that each mnstitation
obtain verification of acceptance of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows

Scholarship Enhancement and terms for the awards.

. F. After the last day to register for each term of the academic year, the institution will verify
enroliment of each recipient as a South Carolina resident who is a full-time degree-seeking student.

G. The institution must submit a request for funds and/or return of funds by the established deadline each
term. The Commission will disburse funds to eligible independent and public institutions to be placed in
each cligible student’s account. In addition, a listing of cligible recipients by identification number with
the award amounts must be sent to the Commission on Higher Education by the cstablished deadline each
term. At this time, any unused funds must be returned to the Commission immediately.

EH. The Commission will disburse awards to the cligible independent and public institations to be placed
in each eligible student's account.
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62-365 Refunds and Repayments

A. In the event a student who has been awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement withdraws, is suspended from the institution, or drops below full-time status
during any regular term of the academic year, institutions must rcimburse the Palmeto—Felows
Seholarship Program for the amount of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and_Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement for the term in question pursuant to refund policies of the institution. Collection
ts the responsibility of the institution,

B. In the event a student withdraws or drops below fuli-time status after the institution’s refund period
and therefore must pay tuition and fees for full-time enroflment, the award may be retaincd by the student
pursuant to the refund policies of the institution.

62-370  Program Administration and Audits

A. The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the oversight of
functions (e.g., guidelines, policies, rules, regulations) rclative to this Program with the cligible
independent and public institutions. T'he Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the
allocation of funds, promulgation of guidelines and regulation govemning the Pelmetto—Eellows
Sehotarship—Program, any audits, or other oversight as may be decmed necessary to monitor the

expenditure of Sehelarship funds.

B. According to the Audit Policies and Procedures for Scholarship and Grant Programs Manual, all
eligible independent and public institutions must abide by all Program policies, rules and regulations.
Institutions alse agree to maintain and provide all pertinent information, records, reports or any
information as may be required or requested by the Commission on Higher Education or the General
Assembly to ensure proper administration of the Program.

C. The Chief Executive Officer at each eligible independent and public institution shall identify to the
Commission on Higher Education an institutional representative who is responsible for the operation of
the Program on the campus and will serve as the contact person for thc Program, The instilutional
representative will act as the student’s fiscal agent to receive and deliver funds for use under the Program.

62-375  Suspension or Termination of Institutional Purticipation

A. The Commission on Higher Education may review institutional administrative practices to determine
compliance with pertinent statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations. If such a review determines that an
institution has failed to comply with Program stalutes, guidelines, rules or regulations, the Commission on
Higher Education may suspend, lerminate, or place certain conditions upon the institution's continued

participation in the Program and require reimbursement to the Palmetto-Fellews-Sehelarship Program for

any funds lost or improperly awarded.

B. Upon receipt of evidence that an institution has failed to comply, the Commission on Higher Education
shall notify the institution in writing of the nature of such allegations and conduct an audit.

C. If an audit indicates that a violation(s) may have occurred or are occurring at any eligible independent
or public institution, the Commission on Higher Education shall secure immediate reimbursement from
the institution in the event that any funds were expended out of compliance with the provisions of the Act,
any relevant statutes, guidelines, rules, and regulations.
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Agenda Item 7.03 A 4

Document No.
COMMISSION ON HIGIIER EDUCATION
CHAPTER 62
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Scction 59-149-10

62-600. DETERMINATION OF RATES OF TUITION AND FEES
Preamble:
The proposed regulation will require legislative review.,

A Notice of Drafting for the proposcd regulation was published in the South Carolina State Register
on September 26, 2008.

Notice of Public Hearing and Opportunity for Public Comment:

Interested members of the public and regulated community arc invited 10 make oral or written
comments on the proposed regulation at a public hearing to be conducted by the South Carolina
Commission on Higher Education on December 4, 2008, to be held in the Main Conference Room al
1333 Main Strcet, Suile 200, Columbia, SC, The meeting will commence at 10:00 a.m. at which time
the Commission will consider itcms on its agenda in the order presented. The order of presentation
for public hearings will be noted in the Commission’s agenda to he published by the Commission ten
days in advance of the meeting.

Interested persons arce also provided an opportunity to submit written comments on the proposed
regulation by writing to Dr. Karcn Woodlaulk, Director of Student Services, South Carolina
Commission on Higher Education, 1333 Main Street, Suitc 200, Columbia, SC 29201. Comments
must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on December 1, 2008. Comments rcceived shall be
considered by the staff in formulating the final proposed regulation for the public hearing on
December 4, 2008, as noticed above. Comments received by the deadline shall be submitted to the
Commission in summary of public comments for consideration at the public hearing.

Indicutes M Sericl

Indicatcs New Matler

Text:
Table of Contents:

62-600. Rates of Tuition and Fees.

62-601. Code of Laws Governing Residence.

62-602. Definitions.

62-603, Citizens and Permanent Residents.

62-604. Non-Resident Aliens, Non-Citizens, and Non-Permanent Residents.
62-605. Establishing the Requisite Intent to Become a South Carolina Domiciliary,
62-606. Maintaining Residence.

62-607. Effect of Change of Residency.

62-608. Effcct of Marriage.




62-609, Exceptions.

62-610. Application for Change of Resident Status.
62-611. Incorrect Classificalion.

(2-612. Inguiries and Appeals.

62-600. Rates of Tuition and Fees.

A. Resident classification is an csscential part of tuition and fee determination, admission
regulations, scholarship eligibility, and other relevant policies of the state. It 1s important that
institutions have fair and equitable regulations that can be administered consistently and are sensitive
to the interests of both students and the state. The Commission on Higher Education hereby
establishes regulations for the Statute Governing Residency for Tuition and Fee Purposes to he
applied consistently by all South Carolina institutions of higher education. These regulations do not
address residency matters relating to in county categories used within the State’s technical colleges,

B. Institutions of higher education are required by the Statute to determine the residence
classification of applicants. The initial determination of ane’s resident status is made at the time of
admission. The determination made at that time, and any determination made thereafter, prevails for
each subsequent semester until information becomes available that would impact the existing
residency status and the determination is successfully challenged. The burden of proof rests with the
students to show evidence as deerned necessary to cstablish and maintain their residency status.

62-601. Code of Laws Governing Residence.

Rules regarding the estuablishment of legal residence for tntion and fee purposes for instimtions of
higher education are governed by Title 539, Chapter 112 of the 1976 South Carolina Code of Laws, as
amended.

62-602. Definitions.
A. “Academic Session” is defined as a term or semester of enrollment. (62-607.B)

B. “Continue to be Enrolled” is defined as continuous enrollment without an interruption that
would require the student o pursue a formal process of rcadmission to that institution. Formal
petitions or applications for change of degree level shall be considered readnussions. (62-607.A)

C. “Dependent Person™ is defined as one whose predominant source of income or support is from
payments from a parent, spouse, or guardian, who claims the dependent person on his/her federal
income tax retarn, In the case of those individuals who are supported by tamily members who do not
earn enough reportable income for taxation purposes, a dependent person can be defined as one who
qualifies as a dependent or exemption on the federal income tax return of the parent, spouse, or
guardian. A dependent person is also one for whom payments are made, under court order, [or child
support and the cost of the dependemt person’s college education. A dependent person’s residency is
hased upon the residency of the person upon whom they are dependent. (62-602.G) (62-602.N) (62-
603.B) (62-605.C) (62-607.A)

D. “Domicile” is delined as the true, [ixed, principal residence and place of habitation, Tt shall
indicate the place where a person intends to remain, or to where one expects to return upon leaving
without establishing a new domicile in another state. For purposes of this section, one may have only
one legal domicile. One is presumed to abandon automatically an old domicile upon establishing a
new one. Housing provided on an academic session basis [or student at institutions shall be presumed




not to be a place of principal residence, as residency in such housing 1s by its nature temporary. (62-
602.E) (62-602.K) (62-602.M) (62-602.N) (62-603.A) {(62.603.B) (62-605.B) (62-605.C) (62-607.A)
(62-607.B} (62-608.A) (62-608.C) (62-608.D) (62-609.A.3) (62-609.A 4)

E. *“Family’s Domicile in this State is Terminated” is defined as an employer directed transfer of
the person upon whom the student is dependent and is not construed to mean a voluntary change in
domicile. Also included is a relocation of the person upon whom the student is dependent who is laid
off through no fault of their own, e.g., plant closure, downsizing, cic., who accepts employment in
another state prior to relocating. (62-607.A)

F. “Full time employment” is defined as employment that consists of at least thirty seven and one
half hours a week on a single job in a full time status. However, a person who works less than thirty
seven and one half hours a week but receives or is entitled to receive full time cmployce benefits shall
be considered to be employed full time if such status is verified by the employer. A person who
meets the cligibility requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act must present acceptable
evidence that they satisfy their prescribed cmployment specifications in order to qualify as having full
time employment. (62-605.C.1) (62-609.A.2) (62-609.A.3)

G.  “Guardian” is defined as one legally responsible for the care and management of the person or
property of a minor child based upen the five tests for dependency prescribed by the Internal Revenue
Service, provided, however, that where circamstances indicatc thal such guardianship or
custodianship was created primarily for the purpose of conferring South Carolina domicile for tuition
and fee purposes on such child or dependent person, it shall not be given such effect. (62-602.C) (62-
602.E) (62-602.T) (62-602.M) (62-603.B) (62-605.C)

H. “Immediately Prior” is defined as the period of time between the offer of admission and the
first day of class of the term for which the offer was made, not to exceed onc calendar year. (62-
607.A)

I.  “Independent Person” is defined as one in his/her majority (eighteen years of age or older) or
an emancipated minor, whose predominant source of income is his/her own carnings or income from
employment, investments, or payments from trusts, grants, scholarships, commercial loans, or
payments made in accordance with court order. An independent person must provide more than half
of his or her support during the twelve months immediately prior to the date that classes begin for the
semester for which resident status is requested. An independent person cannot claim the domicile of
another individual as their own for the purposes of establishing intent (0 become a South Carolina
resident. An independent person must have established his/her own domicile for twelve months prior
to receiving instate tuition and fees. An independent person cannot be claimed as a dependent or
exemption on the federal tax return of his or her parent, spouse, or guardian for the year in which
resident status is requested. (62-602.N) (62-603.A) (62-605.C) (62-607.B) (62-608.B)

J. “Minor” is defined as a person who has not attained the age of eighteen years. An
“emancipated minor” shall mcan a minor whose parents have entirely surrendered the right to the
care, custody and earnings of such minot and arc no longer under any legal obligation to support or
maintain such minor. (62-602.G)

K. *“Non-resident Alien” is defined as a person who is not a citizen or permanent resident of the
United States. By virtue of their non-resident status “non-resident aliens™ generally do not have the
capacity to establish domicile in South Carolina. (62-602.M) (62-604.A)

L. “Parcnt” is deflined as the father, mother, stepfather, stepmother, foster parent or parent of a




legally adopled child. (62-602.C) (62-602.E} (62-602.1) (62-602.1} (62-602.M) (62-603.8) (62-603.C)
(62-605.C)

M. “Reside” is defined as continuous and permanent physical presence within the State, provided
that absences for short periods of time shall not affect the establishment of residence. Excluded are
abscnces associated with requirements to complete a degree, absences for military training service,
and like absences, provided South Carolina domicile 1s maintamed. (62-603.A} (62-606.B) (62-
609.A) (62-609.A.3) (62-609.A.4) (62-609.B)

N. "Resident” for (uition and f{ce purposes is defined as an independent person who has
ahandoned all prior domiciles and has been domiciled in South Carolina continuously for at least
twelve months immediately preceding the first day of class of the term for which resident
classification is sought and for whom there is an absence ol domiciliary cvidence in other states or
countries, not withstanding other provisions of the Statate. (62-600.A) (62-600.B) (62-602.1) (62-
602.K) (62-602.M) (62-603.A) {62-603.B) (62-603.C) (62-604.A) (62-605.A) (62-605.C) (62-
605.C.7) (62-606.A) (62-606.A.5) (62-606.B) (62-607.4) (62-608.B) (62-609.A.3) (62-610.A) (62-
610.B) (62-611.A) (62-611.B)

0. “Spousc” is detined as the husband or wife of a married person 1n accordance with Title 20,
Chapter 1 of the 1976 South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended. (62-602.C) (62-602.E) (62-602.1)
(62-602.M) (62-603.B) (62-605.C)

P. “Temporary Abscnce” is defined as a break in enrollment during a fall or spring semester (or
its cquivalent) during which a student is not registered for class. (62-606.A)

Q. “Terminal Leave” is defined as a transilion period [ollowing active employment and
immediately preceding retirement (with a pension or annuity), during which the individual may use
accumulated leave. (62-609.A.4)

R. “United States Armed Forces™ is defined as the United States Air Force, Army, Marine Corps,
Navy, and Coast Guard. (62-606.B) (62-609.A(1})

S. “Trust” is defined as a legal entity created by a grantor for the benefit of designated
beneficiaries under the laws of the state and the valid trust instrument. However, that where
circumstances indicate that such trust was created primarily for the purposc of conferring South
Carolina domicile for tuition and fce purposes on such child or independent person, it shall not be
given such effect.

62-603, Citizens and Permanent Residents.

A, TIndependent persons who have physically resided and been domuciled in South Carolina for
twelve continuous months immediately preceding the date the classes begin for the semester for
which resident status is claimed may qualify to pay in state tuition and [ces. The twelve month
residency period starts when the independent person cstablishes the intent to become a South Carolina
resident per Section 62-6035 cntitled “Establishing the Requisite Intent to Become a South Carolina
Domiciliary.” Absences from the State during the twelve month period may affect the establishment
of permanent residence for tuition and fee purposes.

B. The resident status of a dependent person is based on the resident status of the person who
provides more than half of the dependent person’s support and claims or, only in the case of those

individuals who are supported by family members who do not earn enough reportable income for




taxation purposes, gualifies to claim the dependent person as a dependent for federal income tax
purposes, Thus, the residence and domicile of a dependent person shall be presumed to be that ot their
parent, spouse, or guardian.

C. In the case of divorced or separated parents, the resident status of the dependent person may
be based on the resident status of the parent who claims the dependent person as a dependent for tax
purposes;—or-based—on—theresident-status—of theparent-and who has legal custody or legal joint
custody of the dependent person; or based on the resident status of the person who makes payments
under a court order for child support and at least the cost of his/her college tuition and fees,

62-604. Non-Resident Aliens, Non-Citizens, and Non-Permanent Residents.

A. Except as otherwise specified in this section or as provided in Section 62-609 (1) & (2),
independent  non-citizens and non-permancnt residents of the United States will be assessed tuition
and fees at the non-resident, out of state rate. Independent non-resident aliens, including refugees,
asylees, and parolees may be entitled to resident, in state classification once they have been awarded
permanent resident status by the U.S. Department of Justice and meet all the statutory residency
requirements provided that all other domiciliary requirements are met. Time spent living in South
Carolina immediately prior to the awarding of permanent resident status docs not count toward the
twelve month residency period. Certain non resident aliens present in the United States in specificd
visa classifications are eligible to receive in state residency status for tuition and fee purposes as
prescribed by the Commission on Higher Education, They are not, however, eligible to receive state
spensored tuition assistance/scholarships.

B. Title 8 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) serves as the primary resource for defining
visa calegories.

62-6U05. Establishing the Requisite Intent to Become a South Carolina Domictliary.

A. Resident status may not be acquired by an applicant or student while residing in South
Curolina for the sede primary purpose of enrollment in an institution or for access to state supported
programs designed o scrve South Caroling residents.

B. [If a person asserts that histher domicile has been established in this State, the individual has
the burden of proof. Such persons should provide to the designated residency official of the institution
te which they are applying any and all evidence the person believes satisfies the burden of proof. The
residency official will consider any and all evidence provided concerning such claim of domicile, but
will not necessarily regard any single item of evidence as conclusive cvidence that domicile has been
established.

C. For independent persons or the parcnt, spouse, or guardian of dependent persons, examples of
intent to become a South Carolina resident may include, although any single indicater may not be
conclusive, the following indicia:

1.  Statement of full time employment;

2. Designating South Carolina as state of legal residence on military record;

3. Possession of a valid South Carolina driver’s license, or if a non-driver, a South Carolina
identification card. Failure to obtain this within %} days of the establishment of the intent 1o become
a South Carolina resident will delay the beginning date of residency eligibility;

4. Possession of a valid South Carolina vehicle registration card. Failure to obtain this within
45 days of the cstablishment of the intent 1o become a South Carolina resident will delay the
beginning date of residency eligibility;




5. Maintenance of domicile in South Carolina;

6. Paying South Carolina income taxcs as a resident during the past tax year, including income
earned outside of South Carclina from the date South Carolina domicile was claimed;

7. Ownership of principal residence in South Carolina; and

8. Licensing for professional practice (if applicable) in South Carolina.

D. The absence of indicia in other states or countrics is required before the student is eligible to
pay in state rates.

62-606, Maintaining Residence.

A. A person’s temporary absence from the State does not necessarily constitute loss of South
Carolina residence unless the person has acted inconsistently with the claim of continued South
Carolina residence during the person’s absence from the State. The burden is on the person to show
retention of South Carolina residence during the person’s absence from the State. Steps a person
should take to retain South Carolina resident status for taition and fee purposes include:

1. Continuing to use a South Carolina permanent address on all records;

2. Maintaining South Carolina driver's license;

3. Muaintaining South Carolina vehicle registration;

4, Satis{ying South Carolina resident income tax obligation. Individuals claiming permanent
residence in South Carolina are liable for payment of income taxes on their total income from the date
that they established South Carclina residence. This includes income earned in another state or
country.

B. Active duty members of the United States Armed Forces and their dependents are eligible to
pay in state tuition and fees as long as they continuously claim South Carolina as their state of legal
residence during their military service. Documentation will be required in all cases to support this
claim. South Carolina residents who change their state of legal residence while in the military lose
their South Carolina resident status for tuition and fec purposes.

62-607. Effect of Change of Residency,

A, Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, any dependent person of a legal resident of
this state who has been domiciled with his/her family in South Carolina for a period of not less than
three years and whose family’s domicile in this state is terminated immediately prior to his/her
enrollment may enroll at the in state rate. Any dependent person of a legal resident of this state who
has been domiciled with his/her family in South Carolina for a period of not less than three years and
whosc family’s domicile in this state is terminated after his/her enrollment may continue 10 reeeive in
state rates, however, a student must continue to be enrolled and registered for classes (excluding
summers) in order to maintain eligibility to pay in state rates in subsequent semesters. Transfers
within or between South Carolina colleges and universities of a student seeking a certificate, diploma,
associale, bacealavrcate, or graduaie level degree does not constituie a break in enrollment,

B. If a dependent or independent person voluntarily leaves the state, and information becomes
available that would impact their existing residency status has-been-domiciled-in-South-Carelinafer
less—than—+three—years, cligibility for in state rates shall end on the last day of the academic session
during which domicile is lost. Application ot this provision shall be at the discretion of the institution
involved. However, a student must continue to be enrolled and registered for classes (excluding
summers) in order to maintain eligibility to pay in state rates in subsequent semesters.

62-608. Effcet of Marriage.




A. In ascertaining domicile of a married person, irrespective of gender, such a review shall be
determined just as for an unmarried person by reference to all relevant evidence of domiciliary intent.

B. If a non-resident marrics a South Carolina resident, the non-resident does not automatically
acquire South Carofina resident status. The non-resident may acquire South Carolina resident status if
the South Carolina resident is an independent person and the non-resident is a dependent of the South
Carolina resident.

C. Marriage to a person domiciled outside South Carolina shall not be solely the reason for
precluding a person from establishing or maintaining domicile in South Carolina and subsequently
becoming eligible or continuing to be eligible for residency.

DB. No person shall be deemed solely by reason of marriage to a person domiciled in South
Carolina to have established or maintained domicile in South Carolina and consequently to be eligible
for or to retain eligibility for South Carolina residency.

62-609. Exceptians.

A, Persons in the following categories qualify to pay in statc ilion and fees without having to
establish a permanent home in the state for twelve months. Persons who qualify under any of these
categorics must meet the conditions of the specific category on or before the first day of class of the
term for which payment of in statc wition and fees is requested. The following categories apply only
to in state tuition and do not apply to State supported scholarships and grants. Individuals who qualify
for in state tuition and fees under the following exceptions do not autornatically qualify for LIFE, SC
HOPE or Palmetto Fellows Scholarships.

1. “Military Personnel and their Dependents”: Members of the United States Armed Forces
who are permanently assigned in South Carolina on active dutly and their dependents are eligible to
pay in state tuition and fees. When such personnel are transferred from the State, their dependents
may conlinue (o pay in state tuition and fees as long as they are continuously enrolled. Such persons
{and their dependents) may also be eligible to pay in state tuition and fees as long as they are
continuously enrolled after their discharge from (he military, provided they have demonstrated an
intent to establish a permanent home in South Carolina and they have resided in South Carolina for a
period of at least twelve months immediately preceding their discharge. Militury personnel who are
not stationcd in South Carolina and/or former military personnel who intend to cstablish South
Carolina residency must fulfill the twelve menth “physical presence” requirement for them or their
dependents to qualify to pay in state tuition and fces,

2. “Faculty and Administrative Employees with Full Time Employment and their
Dependents™ Ful time facully and administrative employees of South Carolina state supportcd
colleges and universities and their dependents are eligible to pay in state tuition and fees.

3. “Residents with Full Time Employment and their Dependents:” Persons who reside, are
domiciled, and are {ull time employed in the State and who continue to work full time until they meet
the twelve month requirement and their dependents are eligible to pay in state tuition and fees,
provided that they have taken steps to establish a permanent home in the State. Steps an independent
person must take to establish residency in South Carolina arc listed in Section 62-605 entitled
{*Establishing the Requisite Intent to Become a South Carolina Domiciliary™).

4. “Retired Persons and their Dependents:™ Retired persons who are receiving a pension or




annmuity who reside in South Carolina and have been domiciled in South Carolina as prescribed in the
Statute for less than a year may be eligible for in state rates if they maintain residence and domicile in
this State. Persons on terminal leave who have established residency in South Carolina may be
cligible for in state rates even if domiciled in the State for less than one year if they present
documentary evidence from their employer showing they are on terminal leave. The evidence should
show beginning and ending dates for the terminal leave period and that the person will receive a
pension or annuity when he/she retires.

B. South Carcolina residents who wish to participate in the Contract for Scrvices program
sponsored by the Southern Regional Education Board must have continuously resided in the State for
other than educational purposes for at least two years immediately preceding application for
consideration and most meel all other residency requirements during this (wo year period.

62-610. Application for Change of Resident Status.

A, Persons applying for a change of resident classification must complete a residency
application/pelition and provide supporling documentation prior to a reclassification deadline as
established by the institution.

B. The burden of proof rests with those persons applying for a change of resident classification
who must show required evidence to document the change in resident status.

62-611. Incorrect classification.

A. Persons incorrectly classified as residents are subject to reclassification and to payment of all
non-resident witien and fees not paid. If incorreet classification results from false or concealed facts,
such persons may be charged tuition and fees past due and unpaid at the out of state rate. The violator
may also be subject to administrative, civil, and financial penalties. Until these charges are paid, such
persons will not be allowed to receive transcripts or graduate from a South Carolina institution.

B. Residents whose resident status changes are responsible tor notifying the Residency Official
of the institution attended of such changes.

62-612, Inquiries and Appeals.

A. Inquiries regarding residency requirements and determinations should be directed to the
institutional residency official.

B. Each institution will develop an appeals process to accommodate persons wishing to appeal
residency determinations made by the institution’s residency official. Each institutions appeal process
should be directed by that institutions primary residency officer, in conjunction with those individuals
who practice the application of State residency regulations om a daily basis. The professional
Judgment of the residency officer and administrators will constitule the instilutional appeal process.
Neither the primary residency official nor appellate official(s) may waive the provisions of the Statute
or regulation governing residency for tuition and fee purposes.




