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Intent of the Nation

2008 Election Results by County Source, Washington Post

2012 Election Results by County Source, Washington Post

EAJ,2/2015



EA (Andy) Johnson
Mineral Consultant

Box 4246
Butte. MT 59702

February 23, 2015
The Honorable Nikki R. Haley
Office of the Governor
1205 Pendleton St.
Columbia. SC 29201

Dear Governor Haley:

A huge disparity exists in our presidential election process. President Obama won 62% of the electoral votes
but only 21% the county votes in 2012. To my knowledge, the county votes have never been tallied before, but
they should be. For, as depicted in the attached county maps, we now have islands of blue in a sea of red, urban
centers in rural America, and the urban centers dominate presidential elections.

Rural America, with its low population densities, is our breadbasket for commodity production and basic
manufacturing and creates much of our basic economic wealth. Urban America, with much higher population
densities, has become the locus of ever-growing Federal and State governments, welfare distribution centers,
and our dysfunctional educational system. In my view, the Electoral College system no longer serves this
country well, and does not reflect the intent of the Nation, the fair and representative polling of all the people.

The electoral vote allocation is based on population. Because of the "Winner Take All" rule (in all but two
States) presidential candidates have won the electoral vote but not the popular vote 15 times in the past. With
the present electoral system, only the top II states (22%, please see the attached spreadsheet) are needed to win
a presidential election. In 2012, Obama won with only 15 states (30%). The four highest electoral vote states
can negate the votes of the 29 lowest electoral vote states, including South Carolina. This is not right.

Because a minority of key states is all that is necessary to win a presidential election, the electoral system is
prone to manipulation by a political party promising endless handouts, supported by ever growing Federal and
State governments (and their unions) and by a partisan press. In my view, the presidential elections of2008 and
2012 have showcased how dysfunctional our presidential election process has become, and why I view it as one
of the gravest threats to the viability of this Nation.

My alternative is to use the county vote in presidential elections. For each candidate, express the popular vote
and the county vote as percentages, take half of each and add them together to determine the winner. Rural and
urban America will be heard equally. Each vote is counted once but used twice. Itwill be infinitely harder to
manipulate the votes of nearly 3, I00 counties than a few large urban centers. It will not be as susceptible to
gerrymandering as legislative districts are because of the hassle and expense of redefining county boundaries.
Including the county vote in the election process will far better express the "Intent ofthe Nation".

We have a Republican majority in the House and a Republican majority in the Senate. The process of amending
the Constitution, if necessary, excludes the president. This can be done, now, if we have the will, the integrity,
and the intestinal fortitude to do it. Ask yourself, do we really want another Obama? A Hillary? To build on
Obama's 2008 campaign theme, "this will be change we can truly believe in", truly the Intent of the Nation.

Sincerely,

EA (Andy) Johnson
2 Attachments


