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Office of the Gobernor
MARK SANFORD Post Orrice Box 12267
GOVERNOR COLUMBIA 29211

November 13, 2006

Ms. Engrid L. Grant
105 Hillpine Road, Apartment G1
Columbia, South Carolina 29212-2436

Dear Engrid,

Thank you for your letter. Iam so sorry to hear of the difficulties your family is experiencing
and am asking that someone from the Department of Health and Human Services contact you to
discuss your concerns and any available options. You should be hearing from that office soon.
In the meantime, thanks again for taking the time to write.

Sincerely,

Mark Sanford

MS/emj

cc: Mr. Robert Kerr, Director
South Carolina Department of Health and Human Services
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State of South Taroling
Bepartment of Hexlth antd Fuomemn Bertices

Mark Sanford

Robert M. Kerr
Governor

Director

January 19, 2007

Ms. Engrid L. Grant
105 Hillpine Road, Apartment G1
Columbia, South Carolina 29212-2436

Dear Ms. Grant;

Your letter to Governor Mark Sanford regarding the transportation of your son, Darrin, to medical
appointments and to school has been referred to our agency for response. We appreciate you taking
the time to share your situation with us.

The South Carolina Department of Health and Human Services (SCDHHS) recently conducted a
review of the impact that Jacob’s Law has on non-emergency Medicaid transportation. Asa part of
that review, SCDHHS received an opinion from the South Carolina Attorney General’s office

regarding the application of Jacob’s Law to providers of Medicaid non-emergency transportation.
The Attorney General concluded that:

“when, . .., the Medicaid transportation provided transports a preprimary, primary,
or secondary school student to or from school, we believe Jacob’s Law becomes
applicable and thus, SCDHHS must comply with its provisions presuming such
transportation is provided in a vehicle defined as a school bus pursuant the applicable
federal law.” .

Therefore, Medicaid non-emergency transportation is not exempt from Jacob’s Law. While the vans
used for Medicaid non-emergency transportation may meet the federal definition of a school bus,
they do not meet all standards required under Jacob’s Law, Also, according to our reading of Jacob’s

Law, there are no State agencies that are specifically excluded from the law while transporting
students to or from school.

Medicaid non-emergency transportation is provided for beneficiary transport to and from services
covered under the Medicaid State Plan. Transportation providers furnish and coordinate non-
emergency contractual transportation services to assure beneficiaries arrive to and depart from
Medicaid service providers during regular operational hours.

Office of General Counsel
P. O. Box 8206 Columbia South Carolina 29202-8206
(803) 898-2795 Fax (803) 255-8210



Ms. Engrid L. Grant
January 19, 2007
Page 2

Medicaid non-emergency transportation providers are not required to furnish transportation for
beneficiaries to school before or after medical appointments. If the transportation provider is not
able to transport the beneficiary to or from school in accordance with Jacob’s Law, beneficiaries
must provide their own transportation to or from school.

SCDHHS is committed to ensuring that Medicaid beneficiaries receive appropriate non-emergency

transportation within the law. If you have any questions, please contact Byron Roberts or me at
(803) 898-2795.

Sinc

irdra T. Sin,
General Counsel

on

DTS/b
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From: "Emily Jackson" <ejackson@oepp.sc.gov>

To: <POLATTY.J@dhhs.state.sc.us>
Dmﬁm" 1/29/2007 9:39:26 AM

Subject: Engrid Grant

Hey Jan,

Governor Sanford has received another letter from Ms. Grant re her son's transportation. Since HHS'
General Counsel is looking into Ms. Grant's concerns, would you like me to fax you a copy of her most
recent correspondence?

I'll need to contact Ms. Grant as soon as possible to let her know that we did receive her letter, so any
updated info you have that | can pass along would be helpful. However, | fully understand that there may
not be any information our office should share with Ms. Grant at this point; if that's the case, just let me
know.

Thanks...Emily
Emily Jackson
Constituent Services HE.\

Office of the Governor
(803) 734-0681
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From: Jan Polatty

To: Emily Jackson

Date: 1/3/2007 3:59:32 PM
Subject: Re: Engrid Grant
Hey, Em!

This one is still open - due to the legal issues it was logged to our General Counsel for response. We'll
let you know when it has been resolved. Thanks! Jan

>>> "Emily Jackson" <ejackson@oepp.sc.gov> 12/28/06 1:48 PM >>>
Hey Jan!

| hope ya'll had a wonderful christmas!!!!

i wanted to touch base regarding Engrid Grant. November 13, we sent a written referral to HHS asking
that someon contact Ms. Grant. Do you know if anyone was able to reach her? | didn't want to bombard
ya'll with a follow referral so i thought i'd shoot a quick e-mail. Thanks...Emily

Emily Jackson
Constituent Services
Office of the Governor
(803) 734-0681



