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'Haley's ambition puts DHEC ’
between rock and hard place

that is most telling.

On Sept. 11 at 2:27 p.m.,
the state Department of Health
and Environmental Control
announced actions against
three abortion clinics after an
investigation pushed by Gov.
Nikki Haley.

Seven minutes later, the
governor, traveling overseas, re-
leased a seven-paragraph state-
ment that had to take more
than seven minutes to write, an
indication of how our ambi-
tious governor wanted to put
the clinics under klieg lights.
Recall how Haley recently told
Washington reporters that she
wouldn't turn down discussions
of being a vice presidential
candidate. :

Bottom line: This brouhaha
over abortion clinics is pure po-
litical theater with DHEC serv-
ing as the pawn for a governor
who wanted to twist a national
issue.

But that’s not surprising
when you consider how Haley
needs to be viewed as more
conservative by GOP presiden-
tial hopefuls. Her conservative
credentials suffered after rightly
dumping the Confederate flag
from the Statehouse grounds.
In fact, that pushed up her poll
numbers among Democrats
and African-Americans.

It’s all about perception, not
reality. And DHEC was caught
between a rock, thelaw and a
hard place - the governor.

During the summer, the
continuing national debate
over abortion flared again after
actors hired by an anti-abor-
tion group secretly taped videos
with Planned Parenthood staff
members involving possible
purchase of tissue samples of
aborted fetuses. The organiza-
tion, which has.denied wrong-
doing, became a flash point,
leading to congressional inves-
tigations and media frenzy.

On Aug. 18, Haley, obviously
trying to keep the story alive

It’s the seven-minute gap

in South Carolina, called on
DHEQC to investigate the state’s
abortion clinics, with special
focus on two operated by
Planned Parenthood.

Between Aug. 31 and Sept. 4,
DHEC sent inspectors to clinics
in Greenville, Columbia and
Charleston that had passed
inspections with flying colors in
recent years. This time, though,
inspectors were under the
gun to find semething. At the
Columbia clinic, for example,
they documented 21 minor
violations, mostly involving
paperwork. Only one of the
cited violations carried a fine
of $1,000. Most were $250 slaps
on the wrist for things like fail-
ing to have proper employee
background documentation,
orientation records, job de-
scriptions or training records.
Our favorite: The water in three
sinks was too hot (ever heard of
the cold tap?)

On Sept. 9, according to
DHEC spokesman Jim Beasley,
the agency notified Haley’s
office of inspection results
and the pending enforcement
actions. Two days later, around
1:45 p.m., DHEC phoned peo-
ple at the clinics as a courtesy
to let them know emails were
on the way abaut enforcement
actions. All calls apparently
weren't completed before the
emails went out.

At 2:27 p.m., DHEC alerted
the media, which soon started
calling clinics. Some appar-
ently had not opened emails
and learned about actions from
the press. At 2:34 p.m., Haley,
traveling to Europe on busi-

ness, released a triumphant
statement attempting to make
the findings sound bigger than
they were — all to feather her
political nest.

Planned Parenthood South
Atlantic this week said the
organization, which focuses 97
percent of its work on women’s
health care (not abortions),
took DHEC'’s findings seriously
and was taking immediate ac-
tions to come into compliance
with the law.

“These matters will be ad-
dressed, and it will be a blip
on the screen, serving primar-
ily not women’s health but
the political ambitions of the
governor,” said one longtime
Statehouse player.

Yes, to get headlines, Haley
used DHEC, whose board she
appoints. But it didn’t turn out
exactly how she wanted. In-
stead of a big press conference
about the findings, DHEC qui-
etly released the information at
one of the slowest times of the
week for the media — Friday
afternoon, when most report-
ers are finishing stories they've
worked on for a week.

What's important to take
away are three things:

None of the violations
cited by DHEC directly put any
women or their health at risk.
But anything not up to snuff
— even minor paperwork prob-
lems — need to be brought into
compliance. The law is the law.

Thousands of dedicated
DHEC employees have been
embarrassed because the
agency was dragged through
the muck because of politics.

This incident is a prime
example of how the passions
of South Carolinians are being
manipulated by a hyper-ambi-
tious governor who wants to
score points in a much larger
political game.

Andy Brack is editor and publisher of

Statehouse Report. He can be reached at
brack@statehousereport.com.
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Worksman Cycles, a man-
ufacturer of heavy-duty bi-
cycles and tricycles as well
as food vending trucks and
carts, is establishing opera-
tions in Horry County. The
company is investing $2.5
million in the facility, creat-
ing approximately 50 new
jobs in Conway.

Established in 1898, the
New York City-based Works-
man Cycles has proudly
manufactured made-in-
America products for more
than a century. After mov-
ing around to several dif-
ferent facilities in -Brooklyn,
the company established its
headquarters and factory
in Queens, where it's oper-
ated since 1979. Due to in-
creasing customer demand,
however, Worksman has out-
grown its longtime factory,
and has decided to expand
its production by opening a
second factory to augment
the New York production fa-

cility, which will be located

in the Palmetto State.

To establish its South Car-
olina operations, the compa-
ny will move into an existing
100,000-square-foot facility
at 2449 Bulk Plant Road in
Conway where operations
are expected to be underway
in early 2016. This expansion
marks the first time Works-
man has added a new manu-
facturing facility outside of
New York City.

Worksman chose Horry

ompany inves
in Horry County operation

County following a compre-
hensive two-year search in
which the company’s execu-
tives visited more than 20
proposed sites in seven states.
A key factor that contributed
to the company’s decision to
move to Horry County was
the close proximity to many
of its key customers, which
include: Michelin, Walmart,
Ford, Exxon, GE, Home De-
pot, Boeing, and DuPont.
For more information on
the Worksman Cycles, visit
www.worksmancycles.com.
“The choice of Horry
County was easy, as it stood
head and shoulders above
every other location we visit-

ed. In this instance, ‘climate
change’ takes on a different
meaning. It was the friendly
business climate of South
Carolina, with its great ac-
cess to sea, rail, and high-
way transportation as well
as low-cost energy, and the
climate which will ease the
strain that Northeast win-
ters placed on our operation,
and, finally the quality of
life for our workers with af-
fordable housing options,
low cost of living and good
schools,” said Worksman
Cycles President Wayne So-
sin.

“It's a great day in South
Carolina as we celebrate
Worksman Cycles’ decision
to invest in South Carolina
and her people,” said Gov.
Nikki Haley. “This $2.5 mil-

ting millions

=

lion investment that will cre-
ate approximately 50 new
jobs in Conway is a real
reason to celebrate in Horry
County and throughout the
entire state.”

“From planes to cars to
bicycles, it's been proven
that, in South Carolina, we
make things, and we make
them well,” said Secretary of
Commerce Bobby Hitt. “I'm
proud to welcome Works-
man Cycles to our thriving
manufacturing industry and
look forward to watching
our loyal, world-class work-
force succeed in producing
top-quality Worksman prod-
ucts in Horry County.”

“Worksman Cycles will
be a great addition to the
manufacturing industry in
the community, and we are
proud that they have select-
ed Horry County to expand
their business,” said Horry
County Council Chairman
Mark Lazarus.

“It's companies like Works-
man Cycles that are help-
ing us change and diversify
industry in Horry County,”
said Myrtle Beach Regional
Economic Development
Corporation Chairman Fred
Richardson. “Fifty manufac-
turing jobs will have a big
impact in our community,
especially when they are full-
time, well-paying jobs that
offer benefits.”

-
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Upgrades will require
three bridge closings

|

BY KATHY ROPP
KATHYROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

. Conway City Council is glad
that the S.C. Department of
Transportation is planning to
replace and refurbish three
bridges in the city, butiits ,
members want to have a face-

. to-face meeting to talk about

how and when the work will
be done.

’ City Public Works director
Kevin Chestnut told council,
as part of his request for road -

‘resurfacing money Monday
night, that the S.C. Depart-
ment of Transportation plans:

_ soon to replace two Long Av--
enue bridges, one aver Grier

-.Swamp and one over Crabtree

Swamp. The other project, set
to begin in about 18 months is
a total refurbishment of the

Main Street Memorial Bridge.

Chestnut said SCDOT is
working all across the state to
make its bridges safe.

“The bridges won't hold up
much longer and they under-
stand that,” he said, adding .
that state officials are trying to
work on the most critical ones
first. . -

_ “What they're saying is
these bridges are going to fail if

we don't do something,” he
said. ' ‘
SCDOT officials plan to bid

" the Long Avenue bridge work

in October and start both proj-
ects in 2016. Chestnut says it
will take three to four months
to redo each bridge and they
can't be done at the same time.
Counicilman Tom Anderson

~ quickly jurnped on the issue

asking if the bridges can be

" raised a little so they won't be

so susceptible to flooding.
After he learned that there
would be some problems with
raising the road up to meet the

" higher bridges, Anderson said

council should invite Gov.
Nikki Haley to a Conway coun-
cil meeting so someone can

lain to her how North Car-
olina does it.

Councilwoman Barbara
Blain Bellamy sided with An-
derson. '

“I think it’s terrible that we
aren't in a position to bring
that bridge up,” she said.

Councilwoman Jean Timbes
is also concerned about the
height of the bridges, saying
she realizes that there have
been only a few cases of severe

BRIDGE AB_‘
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(Bridges: DOT to replace, refurbish three bridges in the city R
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flooding on the Long Avenue
bridges, but added that fre-
quently when she crasses
Crabtree she notices that the
water is almost up to the road.

The report also gave Coun-
cilman William Goldfinch
some heartburn when he
learned that Long Avenue will
be impassable in certain areas
for six to eight months. Crab-
tree won't be as much of a
problem, he said, because
people using that bridge can
get where theywanttobe -
using Country Club and East
Country Club Drive, but the
work will create real problems
for mototists who use the Grier
Swamp bridge. He agrees the
bridge needs to be replaced
saying he holds his breath
every time he drives over it.

Chestnut hopes he's found a
solution to one problem asso-
ciated with the bridge replace-
ments and that's a $200,000
cost to move water and sewer
lines so the projects can
progress. The city will be ex-
pected to foot that bill. Chest-
nut says he believes he will be

successful when he petitions
the County Transportation
Committee for the relocation,
saying it is eligible for some of
the additional $10.4 million
the committee got as a one-
time gift this year.

In a recent meeting with
SCDOT officials, Chestut also
learned that the state hopes to
add life to the Main Street Me-
morial Bridge with a complete
refurbishment that could
begin in about 18 months.
That work will require the
bridge to be completely closed
for two to three weeks, and it
can't be done in the dead of
winter, he said.

Of course, he said, Conway
doesn't want the work done in
summer when the traffic is

greatest on the bridge.

The Main Street Bridge has
more than once been included
on alist of problem bridges in
the state. Although it is deter-
mined to be stru
sound, it is what they call func-
tionally deficient because it
carries far more traffic than it
was designed to handle.

The bridge got a complete
review several years ago when
chunks were falling from the
bottom.

-Chestnut said plans for the
upcoming project include
stripping the deck, sand blast-
ing, painting and removing the
expansion joints.

Chestnut said before the
work can be done, all of the
conduits for the lights will have
to come off and they can't go
back until all of the work is
done. Light poles and plaques
can stay, he said.

Goldfinch worries that two
to three weeks can morph into
much longer.

“We're concerned about it,”
Graham responded.

Goldfinch said he doesn't
want a car to fall through the
bridge, but there are problems
that must be addressed first.

“It doesn't matter how much
money you throw at it, it just
has to be done in certain
stages,” Chestnut said.

Council agreed to ask
SCDOT officials to come in as
soon as possible and make a
presentation about its plans
for the bridges.

Road resurfacing

Chestnut plans to present
about $1.8 million of road
resurfacing requests to the
County Transportation Com-
mittee. -

City streets that made this

s list are Palmetto Street

from the dead end west to Bay-
side Avenue; Parmley Drive
from Smith Jones to the dead

end South; Taylor Square, at
the end of Hemingway Street;
Bell Street, Church Street to
Ninth Avenue; Buck Street,
Forest View to Ninth Avenue;
Tenth Avenue, Hart Street to
Main Street; Legion Street, Hi-
land Avenue to Ninth Avenue;
Laurel Street, Twelfth Avenue
to Fifth Avenue; Lakeside
Drive, Tenth Avenue to Twelfth
Avenue; and Windmeadows
Drive, off Graham Road.

State streets on the list are
Rainwood Circle, Hwy. 813 to
Long Avenue Ext; Temple
Street, Fourth Avenue to Ninth
Avenue; Lakeside Drive,
Twelfth Avenue to Sixteenth
Avenue; Ninth Avenue from
U.S. 378 to Lakewood Avenue;
Woodward Drive, Fourth Av-
enue to Fourth Avenue;
Boundary Street, Oak Street to
U.S. 701; Sixteenth Avenue,
Sherwood Drive to Wright
Boulevard; Sherwood Drive,
18th Avenue to Sixteenth Av-
enue; Pearl Street, Bayside Av-
enue to Fourth Avenue;
Lakeland Drive, Long Avenue
to Hart Street; McDermott
Street, Main Street to Seventh
Avenue; McKeithan Street, Six-
teenth Avenue to Main Street;
Grainger Road, Dillon Street to
Leonard Avenue; Parkhill
Drive, in the Park Hill subdivi-
sion; Colony Road, in the Park
Hill subdivision; Jessamine
Street, Woodland to Twelfth Av-
enue; Twelfth Avenue, Park Av-
enue to Lakeland; James Street,
Fourth Avenue to Edgewood
Circle; Edgewood Circle, off
James Street; Rufus Street,
Fourth Avenue to Ninth Av-
enue; Magrath Avenue, Lake-
side Drive to Snowhill Drive;
Winding Road, Twelfth Avenue
to Lakeland Drive; Busbee
Street, Sherwood to Lakeland
Drive; Fulmer Street, Oak
Street to Sessions Street; and
Maulden Street, Fourth Avenue
to Woodward Drive.




The Morning
News
Florence,SC
Circ. 35092
From Page:
4

9/25/2015

61050

County: Florence

61050-09-25_4001.pdf

PHESS CLIFFING BUKE AL

s Jasresss At e o prasees v vasw v

N 4 dhne set for school plan

BY JAMIE SELF
The State
jself@thestate.com

‘COLUMBIA — S.C. law-
makers have until Febru-
ary to draft legislation to
improve the state’s rural
schools.

That deadline was is-
sued Thursday by the S.C.
Supreme Court, less than a

year after the state’s high-

est court ruled that South
Carolina is not meeting its
constitutional obligation
to provide a quality educa-
tion to children in low-in-
come schools.

In a 3-2 order issued
Thursday, the court gave
Republican Gov. Nikki
Haley and the leaders of
the GOP-controlled House

and Senate a Feb. 1 dead-

line to develop a plan - in-
cluding legislation - to im-
prove those schools.

Last year, the court or-
dered the state and school
districts to work together
to come up with an im-
provement plan. However,
Carl Epps, an attorney
representing the school
districts that sued the state
in 1993, said the two sides
needed, a time-line from
the court to help move
along the process.

“If the (state'’s) proposed
remedies are inadequate
to meet the children’s
needs, the court will in-
tervene,” Epps said. “I'm
always hopeful and op-
timistic that the General
Assembly will do what it
is required to do to uphold
the Constitution.”

House Speaker Jay Lu-
cas, R-Darlington, called

the deadline in Thursday’s
court order arbitrary, add-
ing it suggested the court’s
three-member . major-
ity had a “complete lack of
understanding of the leg-
islative process.”

“Clearly legislation is
not passed by proposal.
It's passed by actual bills
that have to go through
the House, through the
Senate and go through the
veto pro:ess,” said Lucas,
an attorney. “Those are the
rules thai we have to play
by.”

Last November, the court
‘ruled 3-2 that the state had
-violated its' constitutional

‘duty to provide: a’“rhini-

~mally adequate-education””

.to' all S.C.
S”[udents

Chief Justice Jean“IQ,gL
Land Associate Justices Don

What’s next?

" Oct. 15: A three-mem-
ber panel of experts, in-
cluding the S.C. schools
superintendent, = starts
reviewing the needs of
poor rural schools.

Feb. 1: Governor, legis-
lators must offer a plan
to the Supreme Court
and ‘school districts to
address inequities in
schools.

* March 1 School dis-
tricts respond to the
state plan. ' :

March 15: Panel of ex-
perts produces a writ-
ten report evaluating
the state’s plan.

Later: Supreme Court
will review the state’s
plan and experts’ evalu-
ation, ruling whether

-the plan can improve

public- school-

tural schools.

Beatty and Kaye Hearn
formed the majorityin that
ruling, while Associate Jus-
tices Costa Pleicones and
John Kittridge dissented.

That ruling was long
sought by 39 rural school
districts that sued the state
in 1993, alleging they did
not have enough money to
educate their students.

In response, House
Speaker Lucas formed a
task force of legislators,
business and education
professionals, includ-
ing representatives of the
school districts that sued
the state, to propose how
the state should address
inequities between af-
fluent schools and poor
ones.

The House-appointed
task force and its subcom-
mittees have been meeting
since the beginning of the
year. It plans to produce a
report in January with pol-
icy recommendations.

The process, Lucas said,
“has been incredibly dif-
ficult for us, and I thought
we were making tremen-
dous progress.”

The state Senate also
named a committee, which
has been meeting, to try to
address the high court’s
school-equity ruling.

Lucas said the timing of
Thursday’s order could be
‘ politically motivated.

“To. "have . this -ruling
corné at.thispoirt in time
certamly makes me Won-
‘der” whether ‘thie court is
/worrled about this issue or
Just creatirig alefacy ot the

chief justice prior to her
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term expiring.”

Toal, who retires at
the end of this year, said
Thursday it would be in-
appropriate for her, as a
member of the court, to
comment on Thursday’s
order, adding that it speaks
for itself.

However, she added,
the order was the court’s
reaction to a request by
the rural school districts.
In June, those districts
asked the court to create
a framework to guide the
state and school districts
as they sought a school-
equity solution.

Toal's retirement could
create a power shift on
the court that could affect
its involvement with the
school-funding lawsuit.

Earlier this year, legisla-
tors elected Associate Jus-
tice Pleicones to succeed
Toal as chief justice. Plei-
cones, who dissented from

. the court's 2014 school-eq-

uity ruling and Thursday’s
order setting deadlines,
will be presiding over the
court when the school-

{ reform proposal is sched-
uled to reach the court for -

review early next year.
On Thursday, the court
ordered the formation of

a panel of three experts by
Oct. 15 to identify the edu-
cational needs of students
in the poor, rural districts

that sued the state.

 The General Assembly
and school districts each

- will choose and pay for

one expert on that three-
member panel. State Su-
perintendent of Education
Molly Spearman will be
the third expert.

The governor, S.C. House

- and state Senate have until

Feb. 1 to present the court
and the school districts
with a plan to address the
needs of poor schools,
including legislation and ;
dates to put that pla,n mto
action. .

School distncts hav& un-,-
til March 1.to respond to
the state plan,

The panel of experts has

until March 15 to produce

a written report evaluatmg

~ the state’s plan.

The Supreme Court
then will review the plan
and the experts’ report,
and issue an order stat-
ing whether the plan is a
“rational means of bring-
ing the system of public
education in South Caro-
lina into constitutional
compliance.”
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Worksman executives are
projecting that the company
will be able to process and
ship orders nearly 50 percent
faster from the new, state-of-
the-art Conway facility; which
will ranslate vo Increased offi
cieney and greater vilhue for
i1s customers.

“The final factor was the ef
forts hy Sandy Davis and her
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