
s ambition puts DHEC 

between rock and hard place 

AndyBrack 
Stateh  Report 

ness, released a triumphant 

statement attempting to make 

the findings sound bigger than 

they were  all to feather her 

political nest. 

Planned Parenthood South 

Atlantic this week said the 

organization, which focuses 97 

percent of its work on women s 

health care (not abortions), 

took DHEC s findings seriously 

and was taking immediate actions 

to come into compliance 

with the law. 

These matters will be addressed, 

and it will be a blip 

on the screen, serving primarily 

not women s health but 

the political ambitions of the 

governor,  said one longtime 

Statehouse player. 

Yes, to get headlines, Haley 

used DHEC, whose board she 

appoints. But it didn t turn out 

exactly how she wanted. Instead 

of a big press conference 

about the findings, DHEC quietly 

released the information at 

one of the slowest times of the 

week for the media  Friday 

afternoon, when most reporters 

are finishing stories they ve 

worked on for a week. 

What s important to take 

away are three things: 

None of the violations 

cited by DHEC directly put any 

women or their health at risk 

But anything not up to snuff 

 even minor paperwork problems 

 need to be brought into 

compliance. The law is the law. 

Thousands of dedicated 

DHEC employees have been 

embarrassed because the 

agency was dragged through 

the muck because of politics. 

This incident is a prime 

example of how the passions 

of South Carolinians are being 

manipulated by a hyper-ambitious 

governor who wants to 

score points in a much larger 
political game. 

Andy Brack is editor and publisher of 

Statehouse Report. He can be reached at 

brack@statehousereport.com. 

I 

t s the seven-minute gap 

that is most teffing. 

On Sept.11 at 2:27 p.m., 

the state Department of Health 

and Environmental Control 

announced actions against 

three abortion clinics after an 

investigation pushed by Gov. 

Nikki Haley. 

Seven minutes later, the 

governor, traveling overseas, released 

a seven-paragraph statement 

that had to take more 

than seven minutes to write, an 

indication of how our ambitious 

governor wanted to put 

the clinics under klieg lights. 

Recall how Haley recently told 

Washington reporters that she 

wouldn t turn down discussions 

of being a vice presidential 

candidate. 

Bottom line: This brouhaha 

over abortion clinics is pure political 

theater with DHEC serving 

as the pawn for a governor 

who wanted to twist a national 

issue. 

But that s not surprising 

when you consider how Haley 

needs to be viewed as more 

conservative by GOP presidential 

hopefuls. Her conservative 

credentials suffered after rightly 

dumping the Confederate flag 

from the Statehouse grounds. 

In fact, that pushed up her poll 

numbers among Democrats 

and African-Americans. 

It s all about perception, not 

reallt And DHEC was caught 

between a rock, the law and a 

hard place  the governor. 

During the summer, the 

continuing national debate 

over abortion flared again after 

actors hired by an antiabortion abortion 

group secretly taped videos 

with Planned Parenthood staff 

members involving possible 

purchase of tissue samples of 

aborted fetuses. The organization, 

which has denied wrongdoing, 

became a flash point, 

leading to congressional investigations 

and media frenzy. 

On Aug. 18, Haley, obviously 

trying to keep the story alive 

in South Carolina, called on 

DHEC to investigate the state s 

abortion clinics, with special 

focus on two operated by 

Planned Parenthood. 

Between Aug. 3 and Sept. 4, 

DHEC sent inspectors to clinics 

in Greenvifie, Columbia and 

Charleston that had passed 

inspections with flying colors in 

recent years. This time, though, 

inspectors were under the 

gun to find something. At the 

Columbia clinic, for example, 

they documented 21 minor 

violations, mostly involving 

paperwork. Only one of the 

cited violations carried a fine 

of $1,000. Most were $250 slaps 

on the wrist for things like falling 

to have proper employee 

background documentation, 

orientation records, job descriptions 

or training records. 

Our favOrite: The water in three 

sinks was too hot (ever heard of 

the cold tap?) 

On Sept. 9, according to 

DHEC spokesman Jim Beasley, 
the agency notified Haley s 

office of inspection results 

and the pending enforcement 

actions. Two days later, around 

1:45 p.m., DHEC phoned peopie 

at the clinics as a courtesy 

to let them know emails were 

on the way about enforcement 

actions. All calls apparently 

weren t completed before the 

emails went out. 

At 2:27 p.m., DHEC alerted 

the media, which soon started 

calling clinics. Some apparently 

had not opened emails 

and learned about actions from 

the press. At 2:34 p.m., Haley, 

traveling to Europe on busi 
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Company investing millions 

in Horry County operation 
Worksman Cycles, a manufacturer 

of heavy-duty bicycles 

and tricycles as well 

as food vending trucks and 

carts, is establishing operations 

in Horry County. The 

company is investing $2.5 

million in the facility creating 

approximately 50 new 

jobs in Conway. 

Established in 1898, the 

New York City-based Worksman 

man Cycles has proudly 

manufactured made-in- 

America products for more 

than a century. After moving 

around to several different 

facilities in Brooklyn, 

the company established its 

headquarters and factory 

in Queens, where it s operated 

since 1979. Due to increasing 

customer demand, 

however, Worksman has outgrown 

its longtime factory, 

and has decided to expand 

its production by opening a 

second factory to augment 

the New York production facility, 

which will be located 

in the Palmetto State. 

To establish its South Carolina 

operations, the company 

will move into an existing 

lbO,000-square-foot facility 

at 2449 Bulk Plant Road in 

Conway where operations 

are expected to be underway 

in early 2016. This expansion 

marks the first time Worksman 

has added a new manufacturing 

facility outside of 

New York City. 

Worksman chose Horry 

County following a comprehensive 

two-year search in 

which the company s executives 

visited more than 20 

proposed sites in seven states. 

A key factor that contributed 

to the company s decision to 

move to Horry County was 

the close proximity to many 

of its key customers, which 

include: Michelin, Walmart, 

Ford, Exxon, GE, Home Depot, 

Boeing, and DuPont. 

For more information on 

the Worksman Cycles, visit 

www.worksmancycles.com. 

The choice of Horry 

County was easy, as it stood 

head and shoulders above 

every other location we visit- 

visited. 

ed. In this instance, climate 

change  takes on a different 

meaning. It was the friendly 

business clirhate of South 

Carolina, with its great access 

to sea, rail, and highway 

transportation as well 

as low-cost energy, and the 

climate which will ease the 

strain that Northeast winters 

placed on our operation, 

and, finally the quality of 

life for our workers with affordable 

housing options, 

low cost of living and good 

schools,  said Worksman 

Cycles President Wayne Sosin. 

It s a gr day in South 

Carolina as we celebrate 

Worksman Cycles  decision 

to invest in South Carolina 

and her people,  said Gov. 

Nikki Haley. This $2.5 mil 

million investment that will create 

approximately 50 new 

jobs in Conway is a real 

reason to celebrate in Horry 

County and throughout the 

entire state.  

From planes to cars to 

bicycles, it s been proven 

that, in South Carolina, we 

make things, and we make 

them well,  said Secretary of 

Commerce l Hitt. I m 

proud to welcome Worksman 

man Cycles to our thriving 

manufacturing industry and 

look forward to watching 

our loyal, world-class workforce 

succeed in producing 

top-quality Worksman products 

in I-lorry County.  

Worksman Cycles will 

be a great addition to the 

manufacturing industry in 

the community, and we are 

proud that they have selected 

Horry County to expand 

their business,  said Horry 

County Council Chairman 

Mark Lazarus. 

It s companies like Worksman 

man Cycles that are helping 

us change and diversif 

industry in Horry County,  

said Myrtle Beach Regional 

Economic Development 

Corporation Chairman Fred 

Richardson. Fifty manufacturing 

jobs will have a big 

impact in our community, 

especially when they are fulltime, 

well-paying jobs that 

offer benefits.  
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KATHY ROPP /THE HORRY INDEPENDENT 

Conway City Council has some concerns about how long this bridge over Giler Swamp will be closed While SCDOT replaces it. 

Upgrades will require 

three bridge closings 

BY KATHY ROPP TH\ 
Conway City Council is glad 

tbat the S.C. Department of I is planning to 

replace and refurbish three 

bridges inthe city but its 

members want to have a facetO-face 
meeting to talk about 

how and when the work wifi 
he done. 

City Public Works director 

Kevin Chestnut told council, 

as part of his request for road resur1 
night, that the S.C. Departmentofilansportation 

plans 

soon to replace two Long Avenue 

bridges, olle over Grier 

Swamp and one over Crabtree 
Swamp. The other project, set 
to begin in about 18 months is 
atotÆlrefurbishmentofthe 

Main Street Memorial Bridge. 

Chestnut said SCDOT is 

working all across the state to. 

make its bridges safe. 

The bridges won t hoktup 

much longer and they understand 

that,  he said, adding 

that tate officials are trying to 

work on the most critical ones 

first. 

What they re saying is 

these bridges are going to fail if 

e don t do something,  he 

said. 

SCDOT officials plan to bid 

the LongAvenue bridge work 
in October and start both projects 

in 2016. Chestnut says it 

will take three to four months 

to redo each bridge and they 

can t be done at the same time. 

Councilman Tom Anderson 

quickly jumped on the issue 
asking if the bridges can be 

raised a little so they won t be 

so susceptible tO flooding. 

After he learned that there 

would be some problems with 

raising the road up to meet the 

higher bridges, Anderson said 

council should invite Gov 

Nikid Haley to a Conway councii 
meeting so someone can 

1ain to her how North Carolma 

does it 

Councilwoman Barbara 
Blain Bellamy sided with Anderson. 

I think ifs terrible that we 

aren t in a position to bring 

that bridge up,  she said. 

Councilwoman Jean Timbes 

is also concerned about the 

height of the bridges, saying 

she realizes that there have 

been only afew cases of severe 

BR 
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www.myhorrynews.com [ DOT to replace, refurbish three bridges in the city 

FROM Al 

flooding on the Long Avenue 

bridges, but added that frequently 

when she crosses 
Crabtree she notices that the 

water is almost up to the road. 

The report also gave CoundilmanWiffiam 

Goldfinch 

some heartburn when he 

learned that Long Avenue will 

be impassable in certain areas 

for six to eight months. Crabtree 

tree wonÒt be as much of a 

problem, he said, because 

people using that bridge can 

get where they want to be 

using Country Club and East 

Country Club Drive, but the 

work wifi create real problems 

for mototists who use the Grier 
Swamp bridge. He agrees the 

bridge needs to be replaced 

saying he holds his breath 

every time he drives over it. 

Chestnut hopes heÒs found a 

solution to one problem associated 

with the bridge replacements 

and thatÒs a $200,000 

cost to move water and sewer 

lines so the projects can 

progress. The city will be expected 

to foot that bill. Chestnut 

says he believes he will be 

successful when he petitions 
the County ÑThansportation 

Committee for the relocation, 

saying it is eligible for some of 
the additional $10.4 million 

the committee got as a onetime 
gift this year. 

In a recent meeting with 

SCDOT officials, Chestnut also 

learned that the state hopes to 

add life to the Main Street Memorial 

Bridge with a complete 

refurbishment that could 

begin in about 18 months. 

That work wifi require the 

bridge to be completely closed 

for two to three week and it 
canÒt be done in the dead of 

winter, he said. 

Of course, he said, Conway 
doesnÒt wantthe work done in 

summer when the traffic is 

greatest on the bridge. 

The Main Street Bridge has 

more than once been included 

on a list of problem bridges in 

the state. Although it is determined 

to be structurally 

sound, it is what they call functionally 

deficient because it 

carries far more traffic than it 

was designed to handle. 

The bridge got a complete 

review several years ago when 
chunks were fulling from the 

bottom. 

Chestnut said plans for the 

upcoming project include 
stripping the declñ sand blasting, 

painting and removing the 

expansion joints. 

Chestnut said before the 

work can be done, all of the 

conduits for the lights wifi have 

to come off and they canÒt go 
back until all of the work is 

done. Ught poles and plaques 

can stay, he said. 

Goldfinch worries that two 

to three weeks can morph into 

much longer. 
ÓWeÒre concerned about it,Ô 

Graham respo 
Goldfinch said he doesnÒt 

want a car to fall through the 

bridge, but there are problems 

that must be addressed first. 

ÓIt doesn matter how much 
moneyyou throw at it, it just 
has to be done in certain 

stages,Ô Chestnut said. 

Council agreed to ask 

SCDOT officials to come in as 

soon as possible and make a 
presentation about its plans 

for the bridges. 

Road resurfadng 

Chestnut plans to present 

about $1.8 million of road 

resurfacing requests to the 

CountyllBnsportalion Cornmittee. 

City streets that made this 

year list are Palmetto Street 
from the dead end west to Bayside 

Avenue; Parmley Drive 

from Smith Jones to the dead 

end South; Taylor Square, at 

the end of Hemingway Street; 
Bell Street, Church Street to 

Ninth Avenue; Buck Street, 

Forest View to Ninth Avenue; 

Tenth Avenue, Hart Street to 

Main Street; Legion Street, Hiland 

Avenue to Ninth Avenue; 

Laurel Street, lWeIfth Avenue 

to Fifth Avenue; Lakeside 

Drive, Tenth Avenue tolWelfth 

Avenue; and Wmdmeadows 
Drive, off Graham Road. 

State streets on the list are 

Rainwood Circle, Hwy. 813 to 
Long Avenue Ext; Temple 

Street, Fourth Avenue to Ninth 

Avenue; Lakeside Drive, 

lWeIfth Avenue to Sixteenth 

Avenue; Ninth Avenue from 

U.S 378 to Lakewood Avenue; 
Woodward Drive, FourthAvenue 

to Fourth Avenue; 

Boundary Street, Oak Street to 
U.S. 701; Sixteenth Avenue, 

Sherwood Drive to Wright 

Boulevard; Sherwood Drive, 

18th Avenue to SixteenthAvenue; 

Pearl Street, BaysideAvenue 

to Fourth Avenue; 

Lakeland Drive, Long Avenue 

to Hart Street; McDermott 
Street, Main Street to Seventh 

Avenue; McKeithan Street, Sixteenth 

Avenue to Main Street; 

Grainger Road, Dillon Sireet to 

Leonard Avenue; Parkhlll 

Drive, in the Park Hill subdivision; 

Colony Road, in the Park 

Hill subdivision; Jessamine 

Street, Woodland to lWelfthAvenue; 1 Avenue, ParkAvenue 

to Lakeland; James Street, 

Fourth Avenue to Edgewood 

Circle; Edgewood Circle, off 

James Sti Rufus Street, 

Fourth Avenue to NinthAvenue; 

Magrath Avenue, Lakeside 

Drive to Snowhill Drive; 

Winding Road, lWeIfth Avenue 
to Lakeland Drive; Busbee 

Street, Sherwood to Lakeland 

Drive; Fulmer Street, Oak 

Street to Sessions Street; and 

Maulden Street, Fourth Avenue 

toWoodward Drive. 
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COLUMBIA  S.C. lawmakers 

have until February 

to draft legislation to 

improve the state s rural 

schools. 

That deadline was issued 

Thursday by the S.C. 

Supreme Court, less than a 

year after the state s highest 

court ruled that South 

Carolina is not meeting its 

constitutional obligation 

to provide a quality education 

to children in low-income 

schools. 

In a 3-2 order issued 

Thursday, the court gave 

Republican Gov. Nikki 

Haley and the leaders of 

the GOP House 

and Senate a Feb. 1 deadline 

to develop a plan  including 

legislation  to improve 

those schools. 

Last year, the court ordered 

the state and school 

districts to work together 

to come up with an improvement 

plan. However, 

Carl Epps, an attorney 

representing the school 

districts that sued the state 

in 1993, said the two sides 

needed, a time-line from 

the court to help move 

along the process. 

If the (state s) proposed 

remedies are inadequate 

to meet the children s 

needs, the court will in-. 

tervene,  Epps said. I m 

always hopeful and optimistic 

that the General 

Assembly will do what it 

is required to do to uphold 

the Constitution.  

House Speaker Jay Lucas, 

R-I)arlington, called 

the deadline in Thursday s 

court order arbitrary, adding 

itsuggestedthe court s 

three-member majority 

had a complete lack of 

understanding of the legislative 

process.  

Clearly legislation is 

not passed by proposal. 

It s passed by actual bills 

that have to go through 

the House, through the 

Senate and go through the 

veto pro ess,  said Lucas, 

an attorney. Those are the 

rules that ve have to play 

by.  

Last No inber, the court 

niled 3-2 that the state had 

violated its constitutional 

duty to provitf a fflinimally 

adequate ed 
,to all S.C. i5uhlic-schOol 

students. 

Chief justice Jean TQ 

and Associate Justices Don 

What s flext? 

Oct. 15: A three-member 

panel of experts, Including 

the S.C. schools 

superintendent, starts 

reviewing the needs of 

poor rural schools. 

Feb.t Governor, legislators 

must offer a plan 

to the Supreme Court 

and school districts to 

address inequities in 

schools. 

March 1 School districts 

respond to the 

state plan. 

March 15: Panel of experts 

produces a written 

report evaluating 

the state s plan. 

Latec Supreme Court 

will review the state s 

plan and experts  evaluation, 

ruling whether 

the plan can improve 

tural schools. 

Beafly and Kaye Hearn 

formed the majority in that 

ruling, while Associate Justices 

Costa Pleicones and 

John Kittridge dissented. 

That rulitig was long 

sought by 39 rural school 

districts that sued the state 

in 1993, alleging they did 

not have enough money to 
educate their students. 

In response, House 

Speaker Lucas formed a 

task force of legislators, 

business and education 

professionals, including 

representatives of the 

school districts that sued 

the state, to propose how 

the state should address 

inequities between affluent 

schools and poor 

ones. 

The House-appointed 

task force and its subcommittees 

have been meeting 

since the beginning of the 

year. It pians to produce a 

report in January with policy 

recommendations. 

The process, Lucas said, 

has been incredibly difficult 

for us, and I thought 

we were making tremendous 

progress.  

The state Senate also 

named a committee, which 
has been meeting, to try to 

address the high court s 

school-equity ruling. 

Lucas said the timing of 

Thursday s order could be 

,politically motivated. 

Tog have tl ruling 

cothŒ at thi&pQitit in time 

certainly m*es m nder 

whether the cthitt is 

worried about this issue or i Ie 
chief justice prior to her 
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term expiring.Ô 

Toal, who retires at 

the end of this year, said 

Thursday it would be inappropriate 

for her, as a 

member of the court, to 

comment on ThursdayÒs 

order, adding that it speaks 

for itself. 

However, she added, 

the order was the courtÒs 

reaction to a request by 

the rural school districts. 

In June, those districts 

asked the court to create 

a framework to guide the 

state and school districts 

as they sought a schoolequity 

equity solution. 

ToalÒs retirement could 

create a power shift on 

the court that could affect 

its involvement with the 

school-funding lawsuit. 

Earlier this year, legislators 

elected Associate Justice 

Pleicones to succeed 

Toal as chief justice. Pleicones, 

who dissented from 

the courtÒs 2014 school-equity 

ruling and ThursdayÒs 

order setting deadlines, 

will be presiding over the 

court when the schoolreform 

proposal is scheduled 

to reach the court for 

review early next year. 

On Thursday, the court 

ordered the formation of 

a panel of three experts by 

Oct. 15 to identify the educational 

needs of students 

Õ in the poor, rural districts 

that sued the state. 

The General Assembly 

Õ and school districts each 

will choose and pay for 

one expert on that threemember 

member panel. State Superintendent 

of Education 

Molly Spearman will be 

the third expert. 

The governor, S.C. House 

and state Senate have until 

Feb. ito present the court 

and the school districts 

with a plan to address the 

needs of poor schools, 

including legislation and 

dates to put that plan into 

action. 

School districts have until 

March 1 to respond to 

the state plan. 

The panel of experts has 

until March 15 to produce 

a written report evaluating 

the stateÒs plan. 

The Supreme Court 

then will review the plan 

and the expertsÒ report, 

and issue an order stating 

whether the plan is a 

Órational means of bringing 

the system of public 

educatkn in South ar 
lina into constitutional 

compliance.Ô J 
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Worbsinan Cycles, a New 

Yof k-based manufacturer of 

bicycles and commercWindustrialtricycles 

has announced 

their decision toexpand 

their operations to 

Horry County. The $2.5 million 

Investment will create appmxlmately5O 

newJobs paying 

an ave of $15 per 

houL 

Work chose Horry 

County following a comprehensIve 

two-year search In 

which the company s erecuttves 

visited over twenty pm   sites In seven states. 

The choice of Horry Countywaaessyr,askatoodjiea I 
andshoulde above every 

other locatlon 
stated Wayne SC President 

ofWoxksinsnCycles. Itwas 
the frie4dly business environmentof 

South Carolina with Ieatw railand 

highway transportation as 

 wellasinw-cost energjp and 

the climate which wIl .sase 

the strain that Northc it wintars 

tars placed on our op atlon. 

Andflnallythequaltr of life 

for ourworkerswlthi rordablebougoptlons 

ow cost 

of livlng aMgood sd oIs! 

Wbi*smanCydes II move 

into aneatsdng 10010 ) 

squarefoot di ty In. onway, 

S.C,WIerndpetadon ireexpectedtob.unde 

Jn 

earlyZ)1& 

This expansion ma x the 

firsttlmeWorksmanl is 

added a new manufa uring 

facility outside of Ne i, York 

City. 

It sagreatdaylnS uth 

Carolina as wecelehi te 

WorI Cycles  de Islon.to 

in4eÆtin a and 

her people. This $2.5 dillon 

Investment, will crest approximately 

50 newj is In 

Conwayis a real reas ito celebrate 

In Horry Coun and 

thro the entire 

stªt said Governor IkId 

Hale. 

Another factor that on- 

ontributed 

tributed to the cozppacisionto 

move to HorifyC witywas 

the close pmxii$tyto. 

many of Its key cuitoz ers 

bIdiinclude:Walm$rt 

Michelin, Pard GE 
ThmeDep iB 

DuP nt. 
I 

Worksman Cycles frIll be a 

great addltl mto the nmndus 1n 
munlty, andw  arepr that 

 they have selected Ho 
County to expand theji bus!ness 

 said MŁrk tazarjus 

HorrycoiAntycoun4chalr-, 

ma 

omfromtheMyrtlejeach 
ECoiomlc Developm4nt Offtcs 

 said Jeff MIshkln Worksman s 

man s CEO. We are a fourthgeneration 

family-ow 
bu8iness and they tre us 

like family throughou the p They have be an 

Invaluable resource 4y beyond 

the selection pn 
but through every step of the 

way-making du4 
opening doors, and glygMag 

advice. They jnade 

the difference  

It S companies Hkeman 
Cycles that are h 

us change and dIversldustryth 

HonyCounlfr. Fifty 

manu Jobs w have 

a big Impact In our co*ty, 
espedallywhen th are 

fuli-time, weU-paylng Jobs 

that offer.beneflts,  sa1 Fred 

Richardson, MBl%EIX Chairman. 

Worketnan Cycles u$nul ctures 

Industrial and reatlonal 

bicycles and l4cycles, 

as well as mobile foodIng 
trailers, trucks an4 carts 

The company was fo ided In 

l898lnthebackofaz Lail 

storeinlowerManha anby 

Morris Worksman, w ) started 

developing special ybicyclesandiricyclesforl 

cal 

merchants looklngfo an altemailve 

to a horse ai I 

buggy. Over the yeari the 

business grew and his –11- 

drenjolnedthebusln ss. 

.lbdayWorksman( deals 

a fourth-generitlon nfly 

owAidmanufacturin busineÆthatprldesln 

Its rnployee 

tradition and the quailtyMnericanmadeq 

leg. 

.Formorelnformati n about 

Wuin Cycles, 

iIsltwwW.worksmanu rcles.co 

m. 

prarmnerbjpthat 
close new and existing 

.indu site selectors and 

econ4mlc development pro 

fØssIc to promote economl 

growth in Horr 
ty. Sh January of 2O1 the, 

EDChaannouncedo OO.Jobs 
noun advanced 

mani aemsp 
fores and tethnolc 

gy. Sefrvlngon theM EDC 

Ezectj Committee Ære }del, 
Ji Apple, Sam Bennett, 

ldaurłCrowthi. Franklin 

D* D Da$dDecenzo, n 
Phillips, Dodd Smith 

 $ Und Jbnniy 

YeI Arklftl nal members 
of th Board of Dlrecto4s 

Include: Laurence Bol cho 
Ches Tom Collins, 

Harol Cushman, Brad Dean 

LeG4ndeDOnen Sam 
Prhi Het ag Hill, Pat 

HowI Marc Jordan, Mark 

Laza4is, Alys Lawson, Bryan 

Lene Michael Mahaney, 
Ralpl Pandure Scott Ply1e 

Luke Ranldn, 1enyRan 
Justh Richard S1n 
ton, S Smith, Jullen 

Spiin Mike W oten, and 
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