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USC­Georgiagame moving to Sunday
BY JOSHKENDALL
jkendall@thestate.com
SouthCarolina will play

Georgiathis weekend
after all.
Justnot onthe day orig­

inallyplanned.
The Gamecocks' home

game against theBull­
dogs, which wasoriginally
scheduledfor 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, hasbeenmoved
to2:30 p.m.Sunday be­
causeof the predicted
impactof Hurricane Mat­
thew onthe state.The
game will beplayedat
Williams­Brice Stadium
andbroadcast by theSEC
Network.
"Due tothe potential

impactof the hurricane on
Columbia andthe sur­
rounding area, it is inthe

best interest ofsafety to
play the game onSunday
rather thanSaturday
night," SECCommission­
er GregSankey saidina
statement released by
SouthCarolina at 9:15
p.m. "Iappreciate the
cooperation of theschools
who workedclosely to
make the appropriate
operationaladjustments in
order toaccommodate
this changeinthe sched­
ule."
Gamecocks coachWill

Muschamp announcedthe
news onhis weekly"Car­
olinaCalls" radioshow
after receiving aphone
call fromUSC athletics
director RayTannershort­

ly before8p.m.Tanner
was unavailablefor com­
ment Thursday night after
the announcement.
"It'sall about the safety

of ourstudent­athletes
andbeing very sensitive to
avery catastrophic sit­
uation hitting ourcoast,"
Muschamp saidafterhis
call­in show."They went
througheverything. I had
nothing todo withit other
thangame planning for
the game. I justtold them
tolet meknowwhat we're
going todo."
The Gamecocks (2­3

overall,1­3SEC) andthe
Bulldogs (3­2, 1­2SEC)
each have losttwoconsec­
utivegames coming into

the contest.
"We willadjust toplay­

ingonSunday," Mus­
champ said."Itold our
guysit'll beadistraction if
youlet it be.Itis what it
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GameInfo
Who:USC (2­3,1­3 SEC) vs.
Georgia (3­2,1­2)

When: 2:30p.m., Sunday

Where:Williams­Brice
Stadium

TV:SEC Network

Radio:107.5 FM

Line: Georgiaby 6 1 /2
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is. I've been pleased with how
ourguyshaveapproachedit.
Looking forward to playing the
'Dogs."
Thousandsof residentscur­

rently are evacuating fromthe
state's coastalareas,andGov­
ernorNikkiHaley warned
South Carolinians not to take
the storm lightlyduring a
Thursdayeveningnewsconfer­
ence.
"I am begging you atthis

point to understand the serious­
ness of this storm,"Haley said.
"This is a scary storm. We real­
ly needyou to evacuate. ... It is
getting worse."
Haleyalreadyhad informed

USC it wouldn'tbe able to use
any state resources (such as
highway patrolmen) for the
game.
Richland County sheriff Leon

Lott indicatedto TheState

earlierthis week he would be
able to provideenough local
law enforcement personnel to
work the game.
South Carolina's campuswill

remain closed Saturday and
reopen for normal operations
Sunday, according to a release
issued by the school.
"We have been and continue

to be in communication with
the Governor'sOffice andstate
officials, stateandlocal law
enforcement agenciesincluding
the Richland County Sheriff's
Department, the National
Weather Service, otherlocal
authoritiesandtheSECregard­
ingpotential weatherissues,"
the statement read. "Based on
the currentforecastand expect­
ed weather conditions as well
as information fromlocallaw
enforcement agencies, at this
time,the University is confi­

dent in our ability to host the
game on Sundayat Williams­
Brice Stadium. We will be able
to staff traffic, securityand
other game day operations. The
safety of everyone affected by
the storm and the minimization
of the impacton emergency
personnel were the mostimpor­
tant factorsconsidered in mak­
ingthe decision."
The statement encouraged

Gamecocksfans whodidn't
need reserved hotel rooms in
the area to quicklycancelthose
reservationsso they would be
available forevacuees.
"University officials are con­

tinuingto monitor themove­
ments of Hurricane Matthew.
Should weatherconditions or
other factors that impactgame
day operationschange,the
university will make adjust­
ments accordingly,"thestate­
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ment read.
TheFlorida­LSU game, which

wasscheduled to be played
Saturdayat noon in Gainesville,
Fla., has beenindefinitely post­
poned because of Hurricane
Matthew.
Thelatest forecast track from

the NationalHurricane Center
shows Matthew turning sharply
toward openwaterasit ap­
proaches Hilton Head Island on
Saturdayand heading wellinto
the Atlantic.
Forecasters said the track

could still change, but fornow,

Columbia and central South
Carolina can expect 2to 3inch­
es of rain andgusty winds Fri­
day and Saturday, forecasters
said.
Sunny conditionsare expect­

ed Sundayand Monday.
­ STAFFWRITER BEN BREINER

CONTRIBUTEDTO THIS REPORT.
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HURRICANEMATTHEW

Haleymade right callon
storm,ex­governors say
When S.C. Gov. Nikki HaleycalledTuesdayforcoastal

evacuationstostart Wednesday, HurricaneMatthew was more than
1,000 milesandfour days away from thePalmettoState. But Haley
made therightcall,twoformer S.C.governors say.

BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com

WhenHurricane Bertha took
abrief turn towardthe Isle of
Palmsin1996, then­Gov. David
Beasley saidheentered "a
whole other levelof praying,"
hoping thestorm would missthe
island communityhe hadnot
ordered evacuated.
Itdid.

Three years later,when Hurri­
caneFloyd threatened the state,
then­Gov. JimHodges tookthe
blame after S.C.motorists in­
chedalong Interstate26west­
bound,spending hoursintheir
vehicles asthey tried toobeyhis
coastal evacuation order.
Tuesday, S.C.Gov. Nikki

Haley gotan early starttoher
hurricane planning, calling for
coastal evacuationstostart
Wednesday. Atthe time, Hurri­
caneMatthew waspummeling
Haiti, morethan1,000 miles
andfour days awayfrom the
Palmetto State.
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Haley ordered school

districts andgovernment
offices inmore thanhalf
the state's countiesto
close.She also announced
lane reversals onI­26to
help motoristsfleeing the
coast.
The actionsdisrupted

lives,forcing someMid­
lands parents tostay home
fromwork towatch chil­
dren whocouldhave been
inschool.
ButHaley made the

right call, Republican
Beasley andDemocrat
Hodges toldThe State on
Thursday. Haley's deci­
sionsare partof the tough
callsagovernorhas to
make tokeep peoplesafe,
the formergovernors
added.

"It's gottobean orderly
process and, ifyou wait
toolate, theroads get
jammed andthen tempers
flareand there's catastro­
phe," Beasleysaid."You
err onthe side ofcaution.
You can'terr onthe side
of convenience."
"There arealotof

toughdecisions that need
tobemade," Hodges said.
"She (Haley) hasmuch

betterinformation than
any of us have"about the
storm's path andwhat it
will taketo keeppeople
safe, Hodges added. "Sec­
ond­guessing heror the
teamis inappropriate."
If Matthewcharts a

course awayfrom South
Carolina, Haley might

take heatfor evacuating
the coasttoo early,leaving
tourismdollars onthe
table, anddisrupting the
routinesof S.C. families.
Butif thestorm wreaks

havoc,she will bepraised
for protectingthe state,
observers say.
"It's ano­win proposi­

tion forany governorif
youdothat (call for an
evacuation),"saidBob
McAlister, Republican
Gov. CarrollCampbell's
communications director
when HurricaneHugo
devastated South Carolina
in1989. "Ifyouevacuate
andthe storm missesyou,
thenyou'resubject toall
sorts ofcriticism. But
that's the riskthat you

take when thebuck stops
at yourdesk."

MOVING 'A
MILLION­PLUS PEOPLE'
Haley saidTuesday the

early starttoevacuations
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was,inpart, an attempt to
avoidthe gridlockcreated
when coastal residents
fled Floyd.
"When we lookat the

timeline, theamount of
time it'sgoing totake to
moveamillion­pluspeo­
ple offthe coast,that's the
way wecan doit safely,"
Haley said.
Startingthe evacuation

early helps,saidBeasley.
Motorists leaving the

state's barrier islandsneed
time totravel limited
two­laneroads tointer­
statesbefore theon­
slaughtof Floridaand
Georgiatraffic comes up
I­95 andhits the state.
Reversing lanes onthe

interstateand other high­
ways alsonow isseen as a
crucial part ofthe state's
evacuation plans.
Thatchange happened

as aresult ofFloyd.
Hodges saidofficials

initially didnot recom­
mend hereverse lanes on
the interstate, citingcon­
cern for motorists'safety.
However, after trafficbuilt
upon I­26,Hodges did
order trafficreversedon
I­26eastbound, allowing
for westboundvehicles.

SCHOOLS,FAMILIES
FEEL MATTHEW'S
EFFECTS
Workingwith state

emergency officials,Haley
called Tuesday forschool
districts inmorethan two
dozen counties toclose

Wednesday throughthe
end ofthe week.
On Wednesday, some

Midlands parents won­
dered whyschools weren't
open.
Haley saidshecalled for

closures as farinland as
the Midlandsbecause of
the influxof trafficthat
sheexpected inthe area.
She urgedMidlands resi­
dents tostay off theroads
if possible,making room
onthe highwaysfor the
coastal evacuees.
The storm's effect has

been feltas faraway as
the Upstate.
"We dispatchedour

entire schoolbus fleetto
Charleston," saidBeth
Brotherton, spokesperson
for the GreenvilleSchool
District. "Thebuses ...are
stateowned. Therefore,
when the governorasks
for ourbuses,we give her
ourbuses."
Greenville schools

stayed open, offering
excusedabsences tostu­
dents who reliedonbuses
toget toschool andcould
not get there.
Haley asked the district

tosend morethan 250
buses tothe Lowcountry
tohelp Charleston County
evacuate residents,who
lacked transportation,to
the Upstate.
As of Wednesdayeve­

ning,no onehadasked for
a busride, Haley told
reporters. State officials

ordered most ofthe buses
back toGreenville, leaving
100 onstandby inChar­
leston. By Thursday eve­
ning,67 buses had been
used totransportresi­
dents, officialssaid.

IFTHESTORM
WREAKSHAVOC,
HALEYWILLBE
PRAISEDFOR
PROTECTINGTHE
STATE,OBSERVERS
SAY.
Makingthe call
How S.C. governorshaveresponded tohurricanes:

HurricaneHugo,1989: On Sept. 21,Gov. Carroll Campbell
andCharleston Mayor Joe Riley urgedbarrier island
residents to evacuate asthe storm approached. Hugo
made landfalldevastatingly on Sept.22. Campbell was
praised for thesteps hetook beforethe storm but
criticized for preventing coastalresidents fromreturning
to their homes immediately.Campbellsaid itwas asafety
precaution.

HurricaneBertha,1996: Gov.David Beasley ordered
evacuations of theGrandStrandas Bertha threatenedto
graze the state. Atone point,the storm turnedtowardthe
Isleof Palms,acoastalcommunitythat Beasley hadnot
evacuated. Beasley laterjoked with areporterthatnews
made himthrow up. Thestormended upsparing the
island.

HurricaneFloyd,1999: Gov.Jim Hodgesordered a
mandatory evacuation of roughly800,000coastal
residentson Sept.14. However,massivetrafficjams onI­26
spurred instantcriticism of Hodges, who ordered the
opening of eastbound lands towestboundtraffic at8p.m.
The debacle prompted a reviewof the state'sevacuation
plan andan apologyfrom thegovernor. Bertha hit North
Carolina butcaused flooding in South Carolina.
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MATTWALSHMWALSH@THESTATE.COM

Gov.NikkiHaley briefsthe mediaon HurricaneMatthew'sstatus
Tuesday.

FILEPHOTOGRAPH /THE STATE

Then­Gov.Jim Hodgesspeakstothe mediaas
HurricaneFloydthreatens SouthCarolinain1999.
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'...Pleaseleavetown,'
Charlestonmayor advises
BY CYNTHIAROLDÁN
croldan@thestate.com
CHARLESTON
Echoing Gov. Nikki Haley's

earlier remarks, Charleston
officials onThursday urged
residentstoleave thecity as
soon aspossible.
Charleston MayorJohn Teck­

lenburgdid not have estimates
for howmany city residents
have left the cityduringhis 2
p.m. news conference.He cited
Haley'snumbers, 175,000resi­
dents, whichshe saidwerenot

enough.
"It really goes againstmy

grainand againstmynature to
beinhospitable, but we're ask­
ingeveryone toplease leave
town," Tecklenburgsaid."It's
that time."
Tecklenburg stressedbusi­

nesseswould not beoperating
as usual,making the citynot a
"great placetobehanging out
over the nextcouple of days."
He lauded Haley'sWednes­

day evacuation order, calling it a
"wisemoveon herpart." Teck­
lenburgsaid theevacuation
duringHurricane Hugoin 1989
was last­minuteand it was
"pandemonium."
Charleston PoliceChief Greg

Mullen saidthe evacuationof

SEETHREAT,7A

ONLINE

THESTATE.COM: See more photos from the
S.C. coast,online withthis story.
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THREAT
the cityhas gonewell.He
once again stressedto
those whochoose tostay
that the citywill have
"verylimited response
capabilities"once the
storm arrives.
"Ifyoucall 911,you will

not getthenormal re­
sponse that yougetona
daily basis,"Mullen said.
"You're notgoing togeta
five­or seven­minute

response."
He said that once winds

pickup past45mph, first
responders willbepulled
offthe streets fortheir
safety.
"Pleaseunderstandthat

this isaseriousstorm,"
Mullen said. "It'saserious
threat."
The Charleston areais

expectedto facemore
issueswith surgeand

flooding than with winds,
said Doug Berry,forecast­
er atthe Charleston office
of theNational Weather
Service.
"Right now, weare

forecastingmore of3to5
feet withisolated amounts
upto8feet," said Berry of
storm surge."That's still
pretty highfor the down­
town Charlestonarea,
especially ifthat coincides
with thehigh tideson

Fridayand Saturday."
Berry said flooding can

extenduptoGoose Creek,
WestAshley and North
Charleston alongthe riv­
ers. Butdowntown Char­
leston isexpected tosee
the worstof therising
waters.

Cynthia Roldán:
803­295­0435,
@CynthiaRoldan
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JOHN BAZEMORE Associated Press

RonnieTownsendclimbs aladderwithasheetof plywoodashe andotherswork tosecureahome's
third­storywindow Thursday inhistoricdowntownCharlestonaheadof HurricaneMatthew.
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HURRICANEMATTHEW

Coastal SC inperil
as hurricanelooms
Stormsurge might exceedthatofkillerstorm Hugo in1989,governor warns
BY SAMMYFRETWELL
sfretwell@thestate.com

Hurricane Matthewbore
down onthe SouthCarolina
coast Thursday,becoming a
majorthreat tothestate and
promptingurgent warnings for
people toleaveseaside com­
munities beforethe powerful
storm arrives this weekend.
The hurricane at onepoint

lookedas ifit would spare
South Carolinasubstantial
damage, but the forecast
changed as Matthewcrossed
the Bahamas andapproached
the Floridacoast.

Forecastsshowed the storm,
packing sustained windsof up
to140mph, coming danger­
ouslyclose –perhaps50miles
–toHiltonHead Island and
EdistoBeach southof Char­
leston onSaturday, before
gradually moving offshore.
Hurricane warnings extend­

ed Thursday along muchof the
state's 187­mile­long coast,
meaning that hurricane condi­
tions areexpected inthe area.
The storm's eyewasn't ex­

pectedto makelandfall in
South Carolina, but it wouldbe

close enoughtothe coastto
cause problemsthrough early
next week, forecasters said.An
expansive storm that hasbeen
building for weeks, Matthew
couldbecarrying windsof at
least 110mphwhen it reaches
the Hilton HeadIsland area,
according tothe National
WeatherService.
Unlessthe hurricane's path

changes dramatically, state
officials saidSouth Carolina
faces danger beginning Sat­
urday fromhighwinds, crash­

ingseas andheavy rain.Some
beachfront homescouldbe
wiped out.
Forecasterssaidpotentially

deadly storm surgessouthof
Charleston mightbe more
substantial thanthe surges
those areas experienced during
Hurricane Hugo, the1989
storm that leveled parts ofthe
South Carolinacoast.
The highest surgescould

occur atHiltonHead Island,
Hunting Island,Folly Beach,

SEEHURRICANE,6A
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Isle of PalmsandEdisto
Beach. Roads couldbe­
come impassable, officials
said.
"Rightnow, weare

looking atthe potential for
disastrousand life­threat­
ening storm surgeinun­
dation becoming more
likely forthe southern
coast ofSouth Carolina,''
saidJohn Quagliariello,a
meteorologist with the
National WeatherService
inColumbia.
Gov. Nikki Haley re­

peated hercryfor people
toevacuate, rather than
trytoride thestorm out
this weekend.
"This isthe time we

absolutelyneed youtogo
out,'' Haley saidduringan
evening news conference.
"When weare looking at
storm surgesthat surpass
Hugo, youknowit is a
problem.''
Haley saidthousands

remained onthe state's
central and southern
coast,despite evacuation
orders. Shesaidpeople
who stay notonly arein
danger,but may not have
access tosupplies,such as
gasoline, or have electric­
ity as thestorm worsens.
Up to14 inchesof rain

are expectedalongparts
of thecoast,and homes
alongthe immediate
beachfrontarevulnerable,

forecasters said.Winds
are expectedtodown
treesand causewide­
spread poweroutages.
While someresidents

weren't leaving, many
people heededHaley'scall
Wednesday toevacuate.
By Thursday evening,

an estimated280,000
people hadevacuated,
most ofthem fromthe
Charleston andHilton
HeadIsland­Beaufort
areas, stateofficials said.
Haley ordered evacuations
Thursday onthe remain­
derof thecoast, near
Myrtle Beachand George­
town,as wellas partsof
Jasper andColleton coun­

ties. All told,the state
hopes upto500,000
people willevacuate to
interior parts ofSouth
Carolina.
Manypeople fleeing the

storm were headed to
Columbia anddestina­
tions inotherstates, hop­
ingtofind hotel rooms.
The statereversed the
lanes onmany majorhigh­
ways leaving thecoast to
help peopleget out more
easily,althoughofficials
plannedtoend someof
the reversals Friday.
Haley saidrooms in

many ofthe state's in­
terior citieswere booked,
as werethose inAsheville,
N.C. The statehasopened
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64 shelters ininterior
cities forthose who can't
findaplacetostay or who
can'tafford one.
Somecoastal medical

facilities alsowere closing.
BeaufortMemorial Hospi­
tal wasevacuating pa­
tients because of the
storm's threat,according
tothe governor'soffice.
The storm continuedto

causedisruptions todaily
lifein SouthCarolina, and
its threatsparked offersof
help fromthe federal
government.
PresidentBarack Oba­

ma hasdeclared a stateof
emergencyin SouthCar­
olina.That meansfederal
aid canhelp stateand
localresponders. The
order alsoauthorizes the
Department of Homeland
Securityand theFederal
Emergency Management
Agency tocoordinate
disaster relief.
Meanwhile, statein­

matescontinued tofill
sandbagsfor coastal resi­
dents inan effort topro­
tect expensive beachfront
homesand houses along
rivers or creeks, even as
hospitals andnursing
homesevacuated. The
state expects tohave as
many as50,000sandbags

available Friday.
InColumbia –where 4

to6inches ofrain are
expected fromFriday
nightthrough Saturday
night–theUniversity of
SouthCarolina postponed
its football game with the
University of Georgiauntil
Sunday afternoon.
USC,which canceled

classesthis week, was
hosting 50 students from
the College ofCharleston
who leftthe Lowcountry
this week.Clemson, inthe
state's northwest corner,
was housing47students
fromCoastal Carolina
University.
Weatherforecasters

saidthe stateis right to
prepare forproblems.
Ken Aucoin, ameteorol­

ogistwith Richland Coun­
ty, saidMatthewis apar­
ticularly large andpotent
hurricane. One computer
model usedby theNation­
al HurricaneCenter to
develop storm forecast
tracks showsextensive
rainfall over most ofthe
coast Saturday,with heavy
rainstilllingering inthe
NorthMyrtle Beach area
andPee Dee regionSun­
day.
Aucoin saidHurricane

Matthewhas becomeso

wide that it will cause
morerain intheColumbia
area thanfirstexpected.
Columbia ismore than

100 milesfrom theocean
andforecasts earlier this
weekshowed thecity
getting 1 to2inches of
rain. Thecity, whichis
packed with evacuees,
nowcan expect 4to 6
inches ofrainfrom late
Fridayto Saturday night,
hesaid.Aucoin saidthe
city shouldbeableto
absorbthe rain.
Tim Kana,acoastal

geologist andadjunct
professor at theUniversity
of SouthCarolina, said
coastal propertyowners
should payparticular at­
tention.
Hurricane Matthewwill

create largewaves for
days that will eat away
beaches andbreakdirectly
onto somehouses, hesaid.
Sand couldcovernearby
roads, hesaid.At thepeak
of thestorm, wavescould
reach 17feet onbeaches
nearCharleston; thenor­
malheightsare3to 4feet,
hesaid
EdistoBeach, Pawleys

Island,Folly Beachand
Garden Cityare partic­
ularlyvulnerable, said
Kana,whose company

provides beachrenourish­
ment services.
"Ourbeaches will have

toabsorb morebigwaves
thanwould betypical
duringmost hurricanes,''
Kana said.
Aftermoving away from

the immediateSouth Car­
olinacoast,the storm will
lingerfarther out inthe
ocean,which Kana said
should keepwaves stirred
upthrough earlynext
week.Matthew also could
returnlate next week
because the storm ismov­
inginacircularpattern.
Thatwould putthestorm
back alongthe Florida
coast again,according to a
National HurricaneCen­
terforecast.
Thatcould happenas

another storm,Hurricane
Nicole, churns farther out
inthe AtlanticOcean. The
combinationof Nicoleand
aweather system over the
United Statesthat isn't as
strong as expectedcould
becontributing factors in
pushing Hurricane Mat­
thew toward SouthCar­
olina, Aucoinsaidthis
week.

Staff writers CassieCope,
Avery Wilksand Jeff Kidd
contributedto thisstory.
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MIC SMITH Associated Press

ChiefAnnGrahamwiththe IsleofPalmsFireDepartment
raisestwohurricaneflagsThursday.
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JANET BLACKMON MORGAN jblackmon@thesunnews.com

Windowsanddoorsare shoreduponMyrtle Beach's
OceanBoulevardThursday.
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Many Lowcountryresidents
arestayingput...fornow
BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com
DavidBurke had acustomer

at hisHilton Head pharmacy
Thursday who wassurveying
those who hadnot yet evacuat­
ed the island.
"Iwanted tosee whothe

dumb peoplewere whowere
working today,"the customer
told Burke.
"Put us at thetop of thelist,"

replied Burke,who chose tostay
inthe LowcountryonThursday
despite the loomingarrival of

Hurricane Matthew.
Burke was oneofan estimat­

ed 75,000Lowcountryresi­
dents who hadnot yet evacuat­
ed Thursday despite Gov. Nikki
Haley orderingthe evacuation
of theBeaufort andCharleston
areas at3p.m. Wednesday.That
number prompted Haley totell
aThursday morningnews con­
ferencethat toomanyLow­

SEESTAYING, 7A
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STAYING
countryresidentswere
not evacuating.
Many ofthose who

stayedbehindsaidthey
were waitingtomiss the
initialrushof evacuees.
Others,however,in­

tend torideout the
storm.
Burke's pharmacy

serves thehealth care
needsof localresidents,
includingfillingprescrip­
tions foran assisted­
livingfacility. Residents
of thatfacilitydid not
evacuateuntil Thursday
morning,Burkesaid.
Burkedoesn't planto

rideout thestorm.He
plannedtomakeadeci­
sionon whentoevacuate
eitherThursdaynightor
Fridaymorning.
"There'snoreason to

stay,"hesaid."It's just
not safe."
However, Burkeadd­

ed,some residentshave
becomecomplacent
aboutthe severityof
storms, especiallysince it
hasbeen so long­more

thantwodecades­
since amajorhurricane
hit SouthCarolina.
Still, manyLowcountry

residentswere evacuat­
ing.
As of Thursday,an

oceanfront HiltonHead
resort hadonly 19of its
846villas occupiedby
visitors whohad decided
tostay, saidDavid
Weatherwax,supervisor
of security.
Whilethe resorthad

shutdown its amenities
andadministrativeoffic­
es,it was "stillin full
operationas faras secu­
rityis concerned,"
Weatherwax saidThurs­
day.
But,headded, "Atthe

appropriate time,when
safety becomesthe issue,
we will,obviously,get
outof here."
Thosestill stayingat

the resortThursdaywere
askedtofill outanext­
of­kinform, so security
couldnotify their rela­
tivesifsomething hap­

pened tothemduringthe
storm,he added.
Some plantoleaveon

Friday,Weatherwaxsaid.
Therestplantostay.
Theysay theyhavebeen
throughit before andare
going towait itout.
ButWeatherwax said

residentsand staffare
being encouragedto
leave.
MeanwhileinChar­

leston,West Ashley resi­
dent GilbertBradham
plansto rideoutthe
storm at hishome.
"We justdecided not

tohead upthe highway
in thatcrowd,"Bradham
said."We didthatin
(1999's Hurricane)Floyd
andit turned outtobea
longtrip for nothing."
Bradham saidheis

most worriedaboutpine
treesbreakinginthe high
wind.
"It'squiet here," Brad­

ham saidThursday,add­
ingalmost nobody was
around.
Backin HiltonHead,

AlanPerryplanned to

boarduphis house
Thursdayand monitor
the storm.
Thosewho had stayed

behindso farlikely plan
to"seewhat happens
andprobably boogie on
out" once thestorm be­
camemore imminent,
Perrysaid.
When Perrydoesevac­

uate, hewill headtohis
sister's housein Colum­
bia.He plannedtomake
the callonwhen toleave
after Thursday's5p.m.
hurricaneupdate.
Perry, whohas livedon

HiltonHeadsince 1972,
saidwaiting alittlelater
makesgettingoffthe
island easier.
Vacationers exitthe

island first,thennursing
homes, hospitalsand
othersneedingassist­
ance,hesaid.
Others leave"when

the windsstart tickling
yourfanny," Perrysaid.

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope
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I mportant hurricane information
C oast RTTA providing buses to help with evacuation of coastal areas
I n the event of a mandatory evacuation, Coast

RTA will provide free transportation to evacuation
shelters.
Pick­up locations include Inlet Square Mall; Wal­

Mart Highway 544; Coastal Grand Mall; Myrtle

B each Helping Hand 1411 Mr. Joe White Avenue,
Myrtle Beach; Myrtle Beach Street Reach 1005
Osceola Street, Myrtle Beach; Myrtle Beach Transfer
Center 10th Avenue North & Oak Street, Myrtle
Beach; Food Lion 79th Avenue North & Kings

Highway; Myrtle Beach Mall 10177 North Kings
Highway; and Wal­Mart Gator Hole Plaza North
Myrtle Beach.
To find the evacuation location closest to you con­

tact Coast RTA Customer Service at 843­488 8­0865.

S torm prompts closings of government, schools
By executive order of South

Carolina Governor Nikki Haley,
all Horry County Government's
offices, and all circuit/family
and magistrates courts are
closed Wednesday, October 5,
through Friday, October 7,
2016.
Although county offiices were

mandated to close, almost 60
to 70 percent of Horry County's
workforce are deemed "essen­
tial" employees and will be
working to support thhe Horry
County Emergency Operations
Center enter, thhe potential evacua­
tion of Horry County and the
needs of our citizens and loc cal
businesses.
The Myrtle Beach

International Airport will
remain open. People are
encouraged to check with thheir
airlines on flight status
throughout thhe rest of thhe week
and this weekend.
The Horry County Planning

Commission meeting sched­
uled fo or Thursday, October 6,
has been rescheduled for Oct.
13, at 5:30 p.m.
Horry County Schools will be

closed Wednesday through
Friday, in anticipation of
severe weather conditions with
thhe arrival of Hurricane

Matthew. The three­day clo­
sure applies to studentss and
employees and all school­relat­
ed events. Please refer to
www..scemd.org foor storm
updates, emergency prepared­
ness, and resources for evacua­
tion.
As a reminder, Monday,

October 10 is noted as a holi­
day foor students and a work­
day foor teachers. Oct. 10 will
not be a make­up day for stu­
dents. HCS will monitor the
development and impact of thhe
storm and provide more infor­
mation as it becomes available.
Coastal Carolina University

and Horry­Georgetown
Technical college have also
canceled classes foor the
remainder of thhe week.
Several banks in Horry

County have also announced
they will be closed through
next Monday.

H orry County administration
wants citizens to know whether
they are in an evacuation zone
before an evacuation is called..
According to the information

issued by the county, Zone A
includes all areas east of US 17
Business (Kings Hwwy) up to the
intersection of US 17 Bypass, and
all areas east of US 17 to thhe
northern county line.
Zone B includes all areas south

of SC 707 and Longwood Drive
including all areas in Longwood
Plantation to thhe Waaccamaw
River and all areas east of US 17
Bypass (Mark Garner Hwy) to US
17 (North Kings Hwy) and all
a reas east of US 17 to thhe north­
ern county line.
Zone C includes all areas

betwween US 701 South and SC
544 south of Brown's Chapel
Avenue and SC 814, plus all areas
east of SC 31 (Caro olina Bays
Parkway) to SC 90 and all areas
east of SC 90 to US 17 north to
thhe county line.

Horry County evacuates foor
storm surge, not fo or wind, mean­
ing thhat locations prone to flood­
ing due to storm surge would be
included in an evacuation. The
county asks that thhose in mobile
homes, campers, or flood prone
areas also evacuate for storms.

Evac cuation
routes change
accordinng to
your locattion
Horry County asks that those

evacuating be familiar with their
evacuation routes before any
evacuation orders are issued.
For residents north of

Briarcliffe Acres, thhe evacuation
route is to take SC 9 north to
Interstate 95 and beyond.
Residents in Briarcliffe Acres

and those south to 10th Avenue
North in Myrtle Beach should
take SC 22 (Conway Bypass) to US
501 to Marion, after which they
will take US 76 to Florence to
access Interstate 95 southbound
or stay on US 501 to SC 38 to
access Interstate 95 northbound.
Myrtle Beach residents

betwween 10th Avenue North and
Myrtle Beach International
Airport should take US 501 to
Conway, then take either US 378
to Columbia or continue on US
501 to Marion.
Those south of Myrtle Beach

International Airport south to
Surfside Beach should take SC
544 to US 501 in Conwayonway, thhen
proceed to either Columbia or
Florence using thhe aforemen­
tioned routes.
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Those living sou uth of Surfside
Beach should take US 17 South
through Georgetown, then take
US 521 to SC 261. From SC 261
they should take US 378 to
Columbia. Alternately, they may
take US 17 south to US 701 in
Georgetown to SC 51, then to US
378 in Kingsburg.
Residents in Evacuation Zone C

should use thhe closest available
evacuation route.
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Strand bracing for Hurricane Matthew
From staff reports
info@myhorrynews.com
Horry County residents are being

urged to prepare for Hurricane
Matthew.
Gov. Nikki Haley on Tuesday de­

clared a state of emergency and is­
sued an evacuation order for South
Carolina's coastal counties, includ­
ing Horry. Schools will be closed
Thursday and Friday as well as
county government offices.

"This is something that we want to
take very seriously as we go forward,"
Haley said.
Matthew was a category 4 storm

on Tuesday, but local meteorologists
project it will be a category 2 or 3
hurricane by the time it reaches the
Grand Strand around 8 a.m. Satur­

day.
WMBF, the Chronicle's news part­

ner, reported the storm would make
landfall between Little River and
Carolina Beach, though rain and
wind from Matthew would affect the
entire Grand Strand.
"With a track closer to the coast,

locally heavy rain may be a threat
from late Friday through Saturday,"
WMBF reported. "With the closer
track, flooding is now a concern.
Rain amounts along the immediate
coast of 8­10 inches with 5­7 inches
inland. This rainfall forecast is con­
servative based on what we know
right now, and will most likely
change."
In a news release, county officials

said Matthew poses "a significant

threat" to the area and they have
been in discussions with state emer­
gency management authorities
monitoring the storm's progress.
County officials are insisting that

residents pay attention to the area's
evacuation zones.
Zone A: All areas east of U.S. 17

Business (Kings Highway), up to the
intersection with U.S. 17 and then all
areas east of U.S. 17 to the northern
county line.
Zone B: All areas south of S.C. 707

and Longwood Drive, including all
areas in Longwood Plantation
(Blackmoor) to the Waccamaw River
and all areas east of U.S. 17 Bypass
(Mark Garner Highway) to U.S. 17

See HURRICANE, Page 3A

HURRICANE: Mobile
home residents asked
to evacuate
FROM PAGE 1A

Zone C: All areas between U.S. 701 and S.C. 544, south of
Brown's Chapel Avenue and Highway 814, plus all areas east of
S.C. 31 (Carolina Bays Parkway) to S.C. 90 and all areas east of
S.C. 90 to U.S. 17 to the northern county line. 
Officials are also asking mobile home residents and people

living in flood­prone areas to evacuate.
Those evacuating can follow several routes:
• Evacuees north of Briarcliffe Acres can take S.C. 9 north to I­

95.
• Those living between Briarcliffe Acres and 10th Avenue

North in Myrtle Beach can take S.C. 22 to U.S. 501 to S.C. 38 to I­

95.
•  Evacuees between 10th Avenue North and Myrtle Beach In­

ternational Airport can take U.S. 501 to Conway. They may then
take U.S. 378 to Columbia or stay on U.S. 501 and continue to
S.C. 38 and I­95.
• Evacuees between Myrtle Beach International Airport and

Surfside Beach can take S.C. 544 to Conway or U.S. 501.
•  South Strand evacuees can take Garden City Beach U.S. 17

south through Georgetown. They can then take U.S. 521 to S.C.
261 to U.S. 378 to Columbia.
They may also take U.S. 17 south to U.S. 701 in Georgetown to

S.C. 51 and U.S. 378 at Kingsburg.
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HURRICANEMATTHEW

ManyLowcountry residents
delay evacuations, stay put
BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com
DavidBurke had acus­

tomer at hisHilton Head
pharmacy Thursday who
was surveyingthose who
had notyet evacuated the
island.
"Iwanted tosee who

the dumbpeople were
who wereworking today,"
the customer toldBurke.
"Put us at thetop of the

list,"replied Burke,who
chose tostay inthe Low­
country Thursday despite
the loomingarrival of
Hurricane Matthew.
Burke was oneofan

estimated75,000Low­
country residentswho had
not yet evacuated Thurs­
day despite Gov. Nikki
Haley orderingthe evac­
uation ofthe Beaufort and
Charleston areasat 3 p.m.
Wednesday. Thatnumber
prompted Haley, duringa
Thursday morning news
conference, tosay that too
many Lowcountryresi­
dents were notevacuating.
Manyof those who

stayedbehind saidthey
were waitingtomiss the
initial rush ofevacuees.
Others,however, intend

torideout the storm.
Burke's pharmacy

serves thehealthcare
needs oflocalresidents,

includingfillingprescrip­
tions for anassisted­living
facility.Residents of that
facilitydid not evacuate
until Thursday morning,
Burke said.
Burke doesn't planto

rideout thestorm. He
plannedtomake a deci­
sionon whento evacuate
either Thursday nightor
Fridaymorning.
"There'snoreason to

stay,"hesaid."It's just
not safe."
However, Burke added,

someresidents have be­
come complacentabout
the severityofstorms,
especially sinceit has
been solong ­morethan
twodecades ­since a
majorhurricane hit South
Carolina.
Still, manyLowcountry

residentswere evacuating.
As of Thursday,an

oceanfront Hilton Head
resort hadonly 19of its
846villas occupied by
visitors whohad decided
tostay, saidDavidWeath­
erwax,supervisor of secu­
rity.
While the resorthad

shutdown its amenities
andadministrative offices,
it was "stillinfull oper­
ation asfar assecurityis
concerned," Weatherwax

saidThursday.
But, headded, "Atthe

appropriate time, when
safety becomesthe issue,
we will,obviously, get out
of here."
Thosestillstaying at the

resort Thursday were
asked tofill outanext­of­
kinformso securitycould
notify their relatives if
somethinghappened to
themduring thestorm, he
added.
Someplan toleaveon

Friday, Weatherwax said.
The restplan tostay. They
say theyhave been
throughit before andare
going towait it out.
ButWeatherwax said

residentsand staffare
being encouraged toleave.
Meanwhile inChar­

leston,West Ashley resi­
dent GilbertBradham
plans torideoutthe storm
at hishome.
"We justdecided notto

head upthe highwayin
that crowd,"Bradham
said."We didthat in
(1999's Hurricane) Floyd
andit turned outtobe a
longtrip for nothing."
Bradhamsaid heismost

worried about pinetrees
breaking inthe highwind.
"It'squiet here," Brad­

ham saidThursday, add­
ingalmost nobody was
around.
Back inHilton Head,

AlanPerryplanned to
board uphis house Thurs­
dayand monitorthe
storm.
Thosewho had stayed

behind so farlikely planto
"seewhat happensand
probably boogie onout"
once thestorm became
more imminent,Perry
said.
WhenPerry doesevac­

uate, hewill headto his
sister's house inColum­
bia.He plannedto make
the call onwhen toleave
after Thursday's 5p.m.
hurricane update.
Perry, whohas lived on

HiltonHeadsince 1972,
saidwaiting alittle later
makes getting off the
island easier.
Vacationers exitthe

island first,then nursing
homes, hospitalsand
others needing assistance,
hesaid.
Others leave"whenthe

winds starttickling your
fanny," Perrysaid.

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope
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REBECCA LURYE rlurye@islandpacket.com

Aboarded­uphome onHiltonHeadIsland'sJonesvilleRoad features amessage for HurricaneMatthewon Thursday.
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Light evacuationtraffic puts
locallanereversals onhold

BY ERIN HEFFERNAN

eheffernan@islandpacket.com

Highway lane reversals
onU.S. 278 andU.S. 21 in
BeaufortCounty wereput
onholdThursday dueto
light Hurricane Matthew
evacuationtraffic, accord­
ingtoS.C. Department of
Transportation and High­
way Patrolofficials.
Both highways hadone

lane reversedbeginning at
4 p.m.Wednesday to
allow residentstocomply
with Gov. Nikki Haley's
call for allcoastal resi­
dents toevacuate before
the storm.
Normal trafficpatterns

will continue onthe roads
unless thereis congestion,
Lance Cpl.GaryMiller of
the S.C. Highway Patrol
saidlate Thursday after­
noon.
The changecame after

trafficwas extremely light
Wednesday night, said

Wendell Mulligan, with
the S.C. Department of
Transportation Beaufort
office.
"It seemsalot ofpeople

tookheed tothe warning
about getting out early,"
Mulligan said.
Mulligan saidcrews

have been warnedthat
trafficmay pick upagain
as thestorm nears, Mulli­
gan said.
"We'replaying it byear

but are lookingout ifthere
might beasecondwave of
people whoare waitingto
leave,"Mulligan said.
S.C. Highway Patrol

officialswarncoastal
residentsnot toowait until
it's toolate toevacuateas
it may betoo dangerousto
travel Fridaynight or
Saturday evening.

ErinHeffernan:
843­706­8142,
@IPBG_Erinh
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HURRICANEMATTHEW

'You're puttingyourlife in
danger,'Bluffton mayorwarns
AsHurricaneMatthew storms towardthe South

Carolinacoast, some in Bluffton are still refusing to
evacuate.

BY GINASMITH

gsmith@islandpacket.com
Asuspectedhighnumber

ofBlufftonresidentshave
yettoevacuateaheadof
HurricaneMatthew,
promptingMayorLisa
Sulkatoissueavideomes­
sageThursdayafternoon,
pleadingforthemtogo.
"Ifyoustay, you're

putting yourlife indanger
as wellas allthe firstre­
sponders that arehere
working tirelesslytokeep
all ofus safeand protect­
ed," Sulka saidinavideo
that was senttothe media
andposted totheBluffton
Police Department'sFace­
book page.

No estimates existon
the number ofremaining
town residents, saidJoy
Nelson, spokeswomanfor
the Bluffton PoliceDe­
partment. Butonly
175,000of 1.1million
coastal residentshad
evacuated, according to
Gov. Nikki Haley duringa
Thursday morning news
conference.
New Bluffton residents,

unfamiliar with the dan­
gers of hurricanes onthe
mainland, are partof the
problem. So arelongtime
residentswho have suc­
cessfully weatheredpast

storms, saytown leaders.
ButHurricane Matthew,

a giantCategory 4storm,
is somethingmost Bluff­
ton residentshave never
experienced, say town
officials. The eye ofthe
deadly storm isexpected
totravel close toSouth
Carolina's coast between
Friday nightandSaturday
morning.
"Meteorologistsand

experts are saying,this is a
historic storm,that they
have neverseen anything
like this," Nelsonsaid.
"People needtoleave."
The threattoBluffton is

a storm surge–projected

SEEBLUFFTON,4A

''METEOROLOGISTS
ANDEXPERTSARE
SAYING,THISISA
HISTORICSTORM
….PEOPLENEED
TOLEAVE.
JoyNelson, Bluffton
PoliceDepartment
spokeswoman
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BLUFFTON
bysome meteorologists to
be3to5feet–that could
happenat high tide, Nel­
sonsaid.It couldbe
paired withhigh winds
andheavy rain.
"Allof that water from

the Atlanticis going tobe
thrown upinto theMay
River, which canonly
handleso much. The wa­
ter will go intoroads,
yards, homes,"shesaid.
False rumors that loot­

ingis occurringinBluffton
may also beareason some
residentsremain.

"I've drivenaround
Bluffton allday today and
we have officersriding
around.There is noloot­
inginBluffton, S.C.,"
Sulka saidinthe video. "If
there areany issues, our
Bluffton blueare pre­
pared."
Several residentswho

Bluffton police urgedto
evacuateon Thursday said
they wouldleave Friday
morning, saidLt.Joe Bab­
kiewiczof the Bluffton
PoliceDepartment.
Butmost say they plan

tostay.
Meanwhile, hundredsof

members ofthe National
Guard,the S.C. Highway
Patroland the S.C.Forest­
ry Commission areal­
readyset upinthe Buck­
walter Recreation Center
tohelp duringthe storm.
For now, Bluffton's52

police officersare patroll­
ingthe town andcontin­
uing toencourageevery­
onethey encounter to
evacuate.
Oncewinds hit 40 to45

mph, Bluffton policeoffi­

cerswill bepulled offthe
roads, Nelsonsaid.
And that will slow emer­

gency response timesfor
town residentswho stay
behind.
"Afirst responderwill

most likelynot beableto
get toyou,"Sulka saidin
hermessage.

Gina Smith:843­706­8145,
@GinaNSmith
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