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Richard M.Witt
1111 Cornelia Circle
Creenwood ,8C 296446

Gov.Nixki Haley

Office of the Governor
1205 Pendleton street
Columbhia,SC 29201

Governor Haley,

One guestion T need to ask can Scuth Carolina huild and make
a successful Rowl Game state? T actually thought about this
hack in the 1980's or early 90's haeck when T was employed at
Greenwood Mills Adams plant.I once asked a coworker do you
think South Carolina will ever start a foothall Bowl game in
our state?

He replyed T don't think so hecauses you need a good Sponsor
and what will they do about entertaining the players when
they are not praticing for the games? At that time T d4id not
have an ansver for him and T sort of agreed with him.Put as
we know time changes everything.

We've got companies like Roeing and Michelin Tire Comgany

you should have no prohrlem £inding a good sponsor.As for the
entartainment you put these players on a hus and take them-to
Charleston and let them ses what South Carolina has to offer
in the way of History.T'm sure Mr Ron Morris would have a
problem with my suggestions recause of his dislike of the
CSA and anything dealing with Southern History.Rut if T stogp
thin%ing of ideas to improve our states economy just bhecause
people like Rom Mnrris does not agree with me I would never
he ahle to help accomplish anything constructively.

Put does Rom Morris concern himself with how T feel about
his attitude? T don't think so.He made Coach Steve Spurrier
so Mad once he did not want to be in the same room with him
during a media session at the University.We just have to
ignore people like Fon Morris because they are not going an-
ywhere.They are here to make our life misserable We know
there's always got to he a obstical in everything we try to
accomplish in our life.

T think the time is right for South Carolina to start a Bowl
game of our own.I can see it now The Roeing Palmetto Bowl of
South Carolina, or the Michelin Tire Co. Palmetto Bowl.Tt
would hre great for our state econonmy.T'm sure the players,
coaches,cheerleaders,and fans would love to come to South
Carolina and perform in the Palmetto Rowl.They would enjoy

taking a trip down to Charleston to Patriots Point to see
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the World War T7T ships,Submarines and MUSQumqéné ves take the
to s2e2 attractions like Fort Sumter it is part of our Natlons
vistory and part of South Carolina's history.I'm sick and tir-
ed of people acting so negative ahout history hey get over it
OX! Tf they want to go down to one of the bheaches fake them to
one of the Rsaches! Tts South Carolina not Florida please rem-
ind them its not going to be warm and the water will be cold!
Rut let them go down and walk on the beach.Take them out to
some of the nice restaurants and shops.After the game give
them gifts from other companys if these companies are willing
to Dar+1c1ya*e Fuji Film,PMW,Continental tire, just to name a
fev could o in together and buy the players a few gifts to
ta%e hone vlth themn.

T'm sure the attractions and the friendly h&%itality of our
people would have them thinking,"T really enjoyed myself 1T
think I'l1 come btack some day to stay a few weeks."Give it
some thought and lets see what we can put together with the
help of the University of South Carolina.Thank you for your
time and consideration.May God Rless you Always.

Sincerely You

Rl L yr 7. L)

Richard M.Witt
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL BOWL GAMES

Bowling for Columbia

ALE PHOTOGRAPH/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

la Tompkins from Mobile, Ala., is all smiles before the Alabama-Texas national championship game Thursdaz
asadena, Calif. But will the lure of Columbia be enough to make football fans happy enough to attend a bowl?

Time is right for state’s first college bowl game

OLUMBIA AND THE
Cstate of South Carolina
need to jump on the college
~ football bowl game bandwagon.
Following the lead of the New
- Mexico Bowl, South Carolina
could inject income into the
state’s economy and gain un-
precedented — and badly needed
— positive national exposure.
Call it the Palmetto Bowl. Play
it one or two days after New
~Year’s Day. At a time when the
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nation knows the state only for
Joe Wilson and Mark Sanford,
what better way to promote its
mountains, beaches and many

things in between.

The trick to securing the
Palmetto Bowl is to align with
ESPN, gamer the support of USC
and hitch on with a national spon-
sor. The subject was broached
several years ago, but ESPN was
not in the business of owning bowl
games then, and USC wanted no
part of a postseason game at
Williams-Brice Stadium.

Times have changed.

“Columbia could definitely

have a bowl, there is no question _
about it,” says Eric Hyman, USC's
director of athletics. “I'm
amenable to anything that makes
economic sense.” ;
It helps that Hyman was the
athletics director at TCU in 2003
when the Armed Forces Bowl got
off the ground in Fort Worth,
Texas. Hyman gave the bowl the
backing of TCU and allowed the
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