
Gov. Nikki Haleynamed to
Time's100 Most Influential list
BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com

Aftershe rose tonation­
alprominence with her
handling of aseries of
tragedies last year,Gov.
Nikki Haley wasnamed
oneof Timemagazine's
100 Most InfluentialPeo­

ple onThursday.
Under theheadline

"She rises tothe chal­
lenge,"oneof herallies,
U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham,
R­Seneca, wroteabout
how wellHaley handled a
tumultuous 2015.
"Whether dealingwith

the hate­filled shootings
of theCharleston Nineat

MotherEmanuel AME
Church, the removalof
the Confederate battle
flagflying over statehouse
grounds, the policeshoot­
ingof WalterScott or a
1,000­year flood,South
Carolina Governor Nikki
Haley led with determina­
tion,graceand compas­
sion,"Graham wrote.

"Fromshaking upthe
system toprovidingkind­
nessand understanding to
the individualsand fam­
ilies affectedby these
tragedies, she putaface
onSouth Carolinathat we
were allextremely proud
of.
"It isduring challenging

times whenyou really
learn the mettle ofalead­
er,and inthecase of Nikki
Haley,she excelled tothe
lasting benefit ofour
state."
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USCA honors students with
2016 Academic Ceremony
BY TRIPP GIRARDEAU
tgirardeau@aikenstandard.com
USC Aiken honored dozens

of students Thursday evening
during the 2016 Academic
Honors Ceremony at the
Etherredge Center.
USCA Chancellor Dr. San­

dra J. Jordan opened the cer­
emony by awarding Timothy
M. Hofferth with the Distin­
guished Citizen Award.
Hofferth is a 1986 USC Ai­

ken graduate who received his
Master of Education degree
from USC Columbia in 1988.
He was appointed by Gov. Nik­
ki Haley to be the chair of the
South Carolina Commission on
Higher Education in 2015.
"Aiken is a very special

place for me and my family,"
Hofferth said. "This is a truly
humbling experience. Educa­
tion is a game changer in life.
USCA did more for me than
I could ever pay back. This
honor means the world to me."

Dr. Jeffery M. Priest, the ex­
ecutive chancellor of academic
affairs, presented the Magel­
lan Scholars academic awards
to seven students and awarded
10 students with awards in the
Honors Program.
The University also recog­

nized students in the College
of Arts, Humanities and Social
Sciences, Sciences and Engi­
neering, Business Administra­
tion, Education and Nursing.
Dr. Deborah J. Kladivko,

vice chancellor of student life
and services, awarded the
coveted Outstanding Senior
????????????????????????????
Olivia G. Burbage. She also
won the award for Outstand­
ing Student in Sociology.
"This award really means

a lot to me," Burbage said.
?????????????????????????????
about learning. My fresh­

man year, I made straight As,
which, I guess, is not typical
???????????????????????????
know that. My adviser said if
?????????????????????????????
of grades in four years, we
could be talking about the
Outstanding Senior Award. I
??????????????????????????????
I want."
Burbage said she was so

naive as a freshman, she
???????????????????????????????
existed. She also said she was
home­schooled until the eighth
grade.
???????????????????????????­
son, but learning how to build
relationships with people and
learning to be a leader on cam­
pus has been huge for me," she
said. "One of my biggest goals
was if I knew your name, I
was going to speak to you, and
hopefully, a lot of people just

felt valued in being friends
with me and knowing me and
that even if I never see them
again, and that matters to me
and to them. I hope that would
be a big impact."
?????????????????????????????

with a concentration in crimi­
nology and criminal justice.
She said she wants to pursue
graduate school, but is going
to take a break from academ­
?????????
"I just want a job in Aiken

so that I can get out of the
academic world for awhile
to think about things that I
enjoy and things that I want
to study," she said. "I just love
Aiken, and I want to be here
????????????????????????????????
school in Aiken."

Tripp Girardeau??????????????
?????????????????????????????
Aiken Standard.
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??????????????????????????????

Pictured, from left, are Oliva G. Burbage, awarded USC Aiken's top honor of Outstanding Senior,
USCA Chancellor Dr. Sandra J. Jordan, and Timothy M. Hofferth, awarded Distinguished Citizen
Award, at the 2016 USCA Academic Honors Ceremony on Thursday at the Etherredge Center.
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??????????????????????????????

Hannah P. Oates, left, was given the Outstanding Student of
Middle Level Education by Dr. Judy A. Beck, dean of the School
of Education, during USCA's 2016 Academic Honors Ceremony
on Thursday.
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S.C.sheriffs agree
to investigation
policies in abuse
COLUMBIA

Gov.Nikki Haley and
SouthCarolina's sheriffs
haveagreedtoseveral
policies tomake suredo­
mestic violence com­
plaints are thoroughly
investigated.
The sheriffssigned a

pledge tohaveofficers
writeincident reports that
are reviewed byasuper­
visor onevery domestic
violence call,check for
arrestwarrants or re­
strainingorders for all
people involvedand give
all officersalaminated
checklist tofollow.
Charleston County

SheriffAl Cannon saysthe
checklist would make sure
officersgather evidence in
astandard way tohelp
prosecutors.
Haley'sdomestic vio­

lence taskforce isstill
meeting.
Haley says Richland

CountySheriff LeonLott
was theonly sherifftonot
returnher pledge.ButLott
says hedid returnit and
his deputies weretaking
domestic violence serious­
ly longbefore Haley'stask
force.
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ROADS

Senators
advance
$4billion
roadwork
proposal
Proposal: Freeupmoney
byborrowing $2.2billion
.......................................................

Senatorsacknowledgeit's
not along­termsolution
.......................................................

Plan avoidsreliance on
raisingtaxes
.......................................................

BY SEANNA ADCOX

Associated Press
COLUMBIA
A billthat provides for

morethan $4billion in
roadand bridge construc­
tion acrossSouth Carolina
over 10 years advanced
Wednesday totheSenate
floor.
The proposal approved

overwhelmingly bythe
SenateFinance Commit­
tee raises $2.2billion
throughborrowing. That
frees upother money the
Department of Trans­
portation canuse tore­
placebridges andpave
roads, allowing$4 billion
worthof work total, Secre­

taryChristy Hallsaid.
Senators praised the

planas away tojump­start
improvementstoSouth
Carolina's crumbling
roadswithout raising
taxesor fees.However,
they cautioned that it's
not along­termsolution.
The DOThassaid itneeds
$1.5 billion annually over
30 years tobringthe
state's highwaysystem to
good condition.
"Don't befooled.This is

nowhere nearthe answer
tothe problem,"said Sen.
Harvey Peeler,R­Gaffney,
whose districtincludes

western YorkCounty.
The proposal buildsona

similarlaw passedin 2013,
which leveraged state
money with federal aid
andborrowing tofund
about $1 billion worthof
work over adecade. That
money coversonly prelim­
inaryengineering for five
of thenine interstatepro­
jectsapproved forfunding
under that law.
Thoseprojects wouldbe

completed under the ad­
vanced proposal.
Thatincludes widening

10 milesof Interstate85
inCherokee County, wid­

ening 12miles ofInter­
state26 inBerkeley and
Dorchestercounties and
fixingthe intersections of
Interstates 20 and26
north ofColumbia, better
known as"malfunction
junction." The latterpro­
ject–expectedtocost
morethan $1billion –has
toppedthe DOT's priority
listsince 2008.
Hall said the proposal

also allows forthe replace­
ment of about 400
bridges –eliminating the

SEE ROADS,8A

FROMPAGE3A

ROADS
entire listofload­restrict­
ed bridges statewide, as
well as51 structurally
deficientbridges onin­
terstates andmajor high­
ways.
The borrowing wouldbe

funded with $200 million
annually –over 15 years –
fromvehicle sales taxes
andcertain Department of
Motor Vehicles fees.
"Isee this asaterrific

shot inthe road­problem
arm,"Senate President
ProTem HughLeather­
man, R­Florence, said of
his bill."Ithinkit's astep
the peopleof this statewill
beextremely happy with."
Itappears theplan will

pass the Senate, where
opponents of raisingthe
gas taxlast month defeat­
ed an effort toraise rough­

ly $800 million additional
yearly for roadwork.Its
chief blocker,Sen.Tom
Davis ofBeaufort, was
among those voting for
the borrowingplan.
Afternearlytwo yearsof

debate,the separateroad­
fundingmeasure hasbeen
reduced toagovernment
restructuring bill.Gov.
Nikki Haley wantsfull

control ofthe DOT, which
is nowoverseenby botha
secretary appointed bythe
governor andacommis­
sionappointed by legisla­
tors.
Under theSenate ver­

sion, Haley wouldget to
chooseall commissioners,
with approvalfrom the
Senate.The House
amendedthe billlast week
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togive that chambera
voteinthe confirmation
process, too.
Sen.WesHayes, R­Rock

Hill, said Wednesdaythe
borrowing billmakes it
much morelikely that the
chamberscan reach a

compromiseon restructur­
ing.
GOP Sens.Kevin Bryant

of Andersonand Shane
Martin of Pauline, who
objecttoborrowing, were
the onlytwovoting
against theproposal.
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