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October 1, 2014

Th Honorable Nikki R. Haley
Go ernor of South Carolina
12 5 Pendleton Street
Co umbia, SC 29201

De r Governor Haley:

Since your state will hold an election for U.S. Senator on November 4, I want to remind
yo of the Senate requirements for certificates of election.

When the result of an election for United States Senator has been officially ascertained,
fed rallaw (2 U.S.C. § 1(a)-(b)) requires that a certificate of election must be signed by the
Go ernor, attested to by the Secretary of State, have the seal of the state affixed and must be
pro ided to the President of the Senate. If a state does not have a Secretary of State, the
ce ificate must be signed by the highest state election official. Enclosed is a copy of Senate
Ru e II which contains the wording for the certificate. The language must be adhered to or the
ce ificate will be rejected and returned to the state for re-certification.

Since the senator's term is to begin on January 3,2015, when the new congress convenes,
the original certificate must be delivered to the Secretary of the Senate well in advance of
Jan ary 3rd. Heightened mail security measures at the Capitol and the need to ensure that
ele tion certificates will be received in a timely manner require that the certificate must either be:
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1. Mailed via U.S. Postal Service certified/registered (use the option that does not
require "Return Receipt Requested," as there is no one to sign) to the Office of Public
Records, P.O. Box 77578, Washington, DC 20013-7578. Enclosed is a return label
for mailing the document. It is advised that the mailing receipt be retained for proof
of timely mailing; or

Hand-delivered to the Senate Office of Public Records, 232 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, DC 20510. Because the delivery of sealed envelopes, boxes,
or other containers is prohibited in the Senate buildings, the certificate should be
delivered in an unsealed file folder.



Th Honorable Nikki R. Haley
Pa e 2
Oc ber 1,2014

If you have any questions, please contact Adam Bramwell or Mark Tratos, of my staff, at
) 224-3622. We look forward to receiving the certificate of election in the coming weeks

and appreciate your assistance.

Sincerely,

Nancy Eri son
Secretary of the Senate
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[2j STANDING RULES OF THE SENATE

extend beyond an adjournment, except by unanimous con­
sent.

2 RULE II

PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS AND QUESTIONS OF
PRIVILEGE

2.1 1. The presentation of the credentials of Senators elect
or of Senators designate and other questions of privilege
shall always be in order, except during the reading and
correction of the Journal, while a question of order or a
motion to adjourn is pending, or while the Senate is voting
or ascertaining the presence of a quorum; and all questions
and motions arising or made upon the presentation of such
credentials shall be proceeded with until disposed of.

2.2 2. The Secretary shall keep a record of the certificates
of election and certificates of appointment of Senators by
entering in a well-bound book kept for that purpose the
date of the election or appointment, the name of the person
elected or appointed, the date of the certificate, the name
of the governor and the secretary of state signing and
counter-signing the same, and the State from which such
Senator is elected or appointed.

2.3 3. The Secretary of the Senate shall send copies of the
following recommended forms to the governor and sec­
retary of state of each State wherein an election is about
to take place or an appointment is to be made 80 that they
may use such forms if they see fit.

THE RECOMMENDED FORMS FOR CERTIFICATES
OF ELECTION AND CERTIFICATE OF APPOINT­
MENT ARE AS FOLLOWS:1

"CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION FOR SIX-YEAR TERM

"To the President of the Senate of the United States:
"This is to certify that on the - day of --, 20-, A-­

B-- was duly chosen by the qualified electors of the State
of -- a Senator from said State to represent said State
in the Senate of the United States for the term of six years,
beginning on the 3d day of January, 20-.
"Witness: His excellency our governor --, and our seal

hereto affixed at -- this - day of --, in the year
of our Lord 20-.

IAll year designations within the folluwing certificates were ckanl:ed from 19
to 20 by S. ReR. 99. 106-2. Apr. 27. 2000.
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STANDING RULES OF THE SENATE (2.3)

"Bythe governor:
"C-D--,

"Governor.

"E--F--,
"Secretary ofState."
"CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION FOR UNEXPIRED TERM

''To the President of the Senate of the United States:
''This is to certify that on the - day of --, 20-,

A--- B-- was duly chosen by the qualified electors of
the State of -- a Senator for the unexpired term ending
at noon on the 3d day of January, 20-, to fill the vacancy
in the representation from said State in the Senate of the
United States caused by the -- ofC-- D--.
"Witness:His excellencyour governor --, and our seal

hereto affixed at -_ this - day of --, in the year
ofour Lord 20-.
"Bythe governor:

"E-- F--,
"Governor.

"G-H--,
"Secretary ofState."

"CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT

"To the President of the Senate of the United States:
"This is to certify that, pursuant to the power vested

in me by the Constitution of the United States and the
laws of the State of --, I, A-- B--, the governor of
said State, do hereby appoint C-- D-- a Senator from
said State to represent said State in the Senate of the
United States until the vacancytherein caused by the -­
of l<~--F- .. is filled by election as provided by law.
"Witness: His excellencyour governor --, and our seal

hereto affixed at -- this - day of --, in the year
ofour Lord20-.
"Bythe governor:

"G-H-,
"Governor.

"I--J--,
"Secretary ofState."
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