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the appropriation made at the last meeting regarding the Cable TV toy drive. He said he would feel

differently if it were given to the cold or hungry. Money given to a drive often funds administration

costs of conducting the drive. This could set a precedent that would have every business in the County
asking for a donation of this sort. Mr. Ed Jean congratulated Mr. Dees and thanked Mr. Greer for his

hard work as chairman during 2002. He said at the last Council meeting he made a mistake to see if

anybody would pick up on it, but no that wasn't the case. His comments concerned a council person

making comments to a radio personality was not at WRIX, FM 103.1 on the dial it was WAIM, AM 12. 30

on the dial. He said that he owed several apologies. He apologized to George Ducworth and Ms. Karen

Small. He asked Council to try to work together and to build bridges for a better future of Anderson

County and with a positive attitude. Ms. Peggy Taylor said that she had heard rumors that the county
owned a balloon back in the spring. She then wrote Mr. Preston a letter asking if the County owned a

hot air balloon, what was the cost, which was the pilot and what was his salary. He got a reply that the

county purchased a balloon on September 28, 2000 at a cost of $ 34,310 which included the chase

vehicle and the balloon. It was a line item in the 2000- 2001 budget. He said that Dan Stukus with

absolutely no salary for him. She said at the last council meeting, she heard that Dan Stukus had a

salary of $ 35,000 per year. She asked was the County paying him a salary or not. It is paid under

Miscellaneous for Dan and Susan Stukus. She then presented an FOI request asking for a copy of the

bill of sale and the FAA registration and serial number for the County's balloon. She also requested a

copy of the title of the chase vehicle and the total funds that Anderson County has paid to Daniel R.

Stokes and Susan Stukus. No others wished to speak.

Chairman Dees asked for a moment of silence in memoriam for Deputy Clerk Tammie Shealy's sister,

Ms. Kay Kirby, who passed away on Friday, January 3.

Chairman Dees presented first reading of Ordinance # 2003-003 - an ordinance authorizing the leasing
of available commercial office space at the Anderson Regional Airport to William Epstein; and other

matters related thereto. On the motion of Mr. Wright, seconded by Mr. Tolly, Council voted

unanimously to approve the ordinance on first reading.

Chairman Dees presented Resolution # R2003- 001- a resolution recognizing and memorializing Mr. Joel
Franklin Holliday for his generous devise to assist the Anderson County Animal Shelter in caring for

disadvantaged animals in Anderson County. Mr. Wright moved to approve and Mr. Tolly seconded. Vote

was unanimous.

Chairman Dees presented Resolution # R2oo3- 002 - a resolution recognizing Representative Joanne

Gilham of Beaufort County for sponsoring legislation in the South Carolina General Assembly to lower

South Carolina's Blood- Alcohol limit to .08, and Governor- Elect Mark Sanford for publicly supporting
such Legislation and encouraging its passage into law; supporting such legislation and encouraging the

Anderson County Legislative Delegation to endorse and support it; and other matters related thereto.
Mr. Tolly moved to approve and Ms. Wilson seconded. Vote was unanimous.

Mr. Clint Wright moved to appoint Ms. Yvette Garrison to the Museum Advisory Board to replace Ms.

Annie Ruth Morse. Mr. Tolly seconded and vote was unanimous.

Ms. Wilson moved to appropriate $ 1, 500 to the Caroline Community Center for repair work and

program administration from District # 7 Recreation Account. Mr. Tolly seconded and vote was

unanimous.
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efforts and etc. Numerous over budgeted accounts - for example fund 165- 5912- 001- 236 - meals -

zero budget - spent $ 2,078.27, Lodging - zero budget - spent $ 1, 316.94, also a new account that she

could not find in the Chart of Accounts: Fund 154- 5256-000-236 - Industrial Appreciation -
Miscellaneous Meals - spent $ 2, 962.18 with a local restaurant and it is not in the chart of account.

She asked for clarification on that. Also, no listed in the chart of Accounts - fund 135 - the County
spent with a local (loan?) service - $ 163, 656.53 ( 5882-000-313). There are a number of part time

salary accounts that don't appear to be in the County budget. Example: Account 5065-001- 102. There

was two new accounts that were not in fiscal year 2001- 2002 - due to some reorganization ( she was

told) - she said she did not think that the County fully comprehended - for example account 5067 that

there was $ 50,000 budgeted for the Anderson Independent alone and there are numerous other

accounts that we pay the Anderson Independent. She said Council needed to ask each other if this

was entirely necessary. For example, last year when there was no budget for this account we spent
86,269.55. The County spent on 11- 21- 02 from Personnel account 5014-000-308 - Catering - county

spent $ 6,650 to a local restaurant. The Administrator's Account ( she would sincerely request that

Council look very carefully at why we keep duplicating legal accounts and expenses - which it appears to

be). The County budgeted $ 250, 719.47 for legal expenses out of 5013- 001- 315 - most of which is paid
to the McNair Law Firm. There is also a Legal Settlements Account that was budgeted at $40,000. It

hasn't had any money spent yet. She asked why the County was contemplating paying a legal settlement

out of that account. There are a number of accounts over budgeted for example: lodging and

registration fees and others Part time salaries in fund 001- 5071-000- 102 had a $ 20,000 yet the

County has spent $ 27,043, another account zero budgeted and spent $ 7,500. In professional Services

account 5093-000-304 - County had $ 30,000 budget and spent $ 56,000. She said the list goes on

and on and what she thinks the County needs to do is a supplemental budget appropriation. She said

that the County is spending excessively on cell phone bills, credit card bills, a lot of money going out

through miscellaneous, meals, foods, catering, travel and lodging. She said with a budget this big, a lot

is understandable, but the Council needs to work very carefully with staff and citizens to make sure

that the County is getting the most for every dollar that the public entrusts Council with. She said

that she respectfully request that the Council look at these expenditures and more time be spent on

this. Mr. Preston said he would love to answer these questions; he passed out answers to questions
given to him at the last meeting. He then stated that tax collections are on target and he cannot

understand how Ms. Wilson can say that tax collections are off. The County has come in under budget
for last year. Mr. Preston said that to clarify miscellaneous accounts - when Ms. Wilson allocated

1, 500 for the Caroline Community center - at budget time that was not budgeted so what happened
Council voted to set up a miscellaneous account and that was the appropriate way to account for that.

The $ 6,000 spent to a local restaurant out of Personnel - Mr. Preston said that was for the Employee
Christmas dinner. Mr. Preston requested the questions in writing from Ms. Wilson. Mr. Preston

pointed out that the responses to Ms. Wilson's questions cost the County $ 547.78 for total hours of

16.75 hours during the time that the County was to complete the financial statement. Mr. Preston

went over answers to her questions from the last meeting. He said that not a single employee on

County payroll has ever been a private consulting fee. When Mr. Ricketson left the County, he was

retained as a private consultant during that time. Mr. Burris Nelson was hired to develop a commercial

development plan for Anderson County to assist rural communities throughout Anderson County to try
to get commercial development because Council said that they wanted something out in the County.
The comment about fund 174- E9- 1- 1 fund had $ 500,605 budgeted for 2002 and $ 517,970 for 2003.

He said that he and staff assumed that you were questioning the budget for cash, which is not a

proper budgeting technique. Revenues and expenditures are budgeted - no cash. If she want to look

at a budget report, then ask for a budget report - not the one she's asked for, he said. The Visitors

and Tourism bureau was hired as a contract person during the Balloon National Championships to raise

money and to coordinate the event. The county raised $ 81,000 - he presented where the funds came
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